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NOTICK 


Cd^cf§ii^ ^*ayv& 1 entet th^ 

^ephratiotig bfein^ cdttiple'ted, ifhe battle muet begin. Buit bog^ dliKi^ 

Ir^iks ie tbe pfroBpeet ahead ? How nAny of those Jthat were cot|^ted 

bn the eve of the terrible conflict lived to s^e the o^prtbroiv* of IM 

*gt^at ^Ota captain 1 To a Kthatriya warrior, however, the flbrceat iii- 

hjden'tB of battle, instead of being appaHing, served onljj as tests df 

hvavgtjr that opened !Heaveti*8 gates to him. It Was this belief thA 

suppOVted the most insignificant of combatants feghting on foot when * 

they rnshed against Bhishtna, presenting their breast^l^ the ^lestial 

Vreapons shot by him, like insects rnsbing on a biasing fire. 1 aiB not a 

Kshatriya. The prespect of battle, therefore, sffdnot be unapp^ling 

welcome to me. On the other hand, I fAinkly own that it UL.ji];|hpal|- 

ing. If I receive aupFK>rt, that support may encourage me. I am no 

Garuda that I would spurn the st/^ngth of numbers when ^ 

> » 

against difiicul ties. lam no Arjuna conscious bf superhunian:> energy ^ 
and aided by Kecava himself so that I may encounter ally ' odds. To 
me, therefore, the support of ray fellow mSu is a tini qaa non, With^ 
out it, it is impossible for me to proceed a single sfep. Witl)out it I 
cannot hope to cross the sea of battle. For that su^p^rt, therefore, of 
my countrymen, and, as literature is a cosmopolitan concern, to ell who 
have an interest in seeing me proceed, 1 humbly and re^'^c^ully 
appeal. 

Figure apart, further pecuniary support is necessary to’conunue ^rne 
work to completion. With the 32ad fasciculus of the translation, act^g 
upon a suggestion of the Pioneer newspaper circulated a stategieiit 
of my receipts and disbursements. The press of both India and fm^eign 
countries has spoken on that statement. 1 have nothing fur&er to add 
on that head. 

Regarding the literary management of the tran^atiop^I would ^int 
out^that in deference to a suggest^n received frommiany quarters, ^partl\ . 
onlarly .^merica and Germany, I have G|UBe(^ the n^oo^er of each Sloka, 
to be indicated in the Eng^sh version. ^fflLis is not so easV as at 
sigh^-^: ^apj^^ippear^ N3» two^rinte^ edition s of ti’^t'^originai Bgre^ 
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mimbmng the sloha This is (fue to one edition including 

dokk thaf^re l^t out in another. Then again the rule is not followed 
,by ^ Editors of these texts of uni^prmly including two lines in a 
dokaM Sometimes a iloka^ instead of being a couplet, is numbered as 
a foplet No definite rule, hwwever, is observed in respect of this 
expansion of a doka, SooK^tiraes, if the sense is not complete in less than 
three lines, sloka is regarded as a triplet. But the practice is not 
uniform, for in every printed edition slokas have been numbered whose 
fines nevertheless run into one another. In numbering the slokas in the 
‘ translation no particijar edition has been followed. Notwithstanding 
all thiSj^ it is honed that the numbers, as given, will help students of 
Sanskrit in comparing ^le translation with the original with greater 
facility. 

Ncl 1, Baja Gooroo Dasa* \ Protap Cuakdra Bor. 

^ Street. J 
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Section L 


(Jamvu-khanda nirmdna Parvct.) 

0,n ! Having hawed down to Ndrdyanq^, and Nava the 
most exalted of male beings, and also the gqddess Saraswati, 
then must the word Jay a be %itiered. . ^ • 

Janamejaya said. — “How did those heroes, the Kuru^ 
the Pandavas, and the Somakas, and the high-souled kings 
assembled together from various countries, fi^ht 

Vai<;ampayana said. — “Listen thou, O lord of tiie* eartif, 
how those heroes — the Kurus, the Pandavas, and the *Soma'> 
kas, — fought on the sacred plaiu^ of Kurukshetfti !* Entering 
Kurukshetra, the P%,ndavas endued with great ^m^ht, along 
with the Somakas, advanced, desirous of victory, against the 
Kauravas.® Accomplished in the study of the Vedas, all (of 
them) took great delight in battle. Expectant of success in 
battle, with their troops (they) faced the Apjproaclung 

the army of Dhritar5shlra s son, those (jrarriors) invincible 
in battle,f stationed themselves with their troops on the wes- 
tern part (of the plain), their faces turned* towards the easti* 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti caused tents by thousands to 
be set up according to rule, beyond the region called Saman- 
tapanchaka.* The whole earth seemed then to be empty, 

divested of horses and men, destitute of cars elephants, 

- ' ■ -- - - • 

* *Bap<ia-k$ketre because Kuru the common anc^ptor of the rival 
tiouw performed his ascetic austerities there. Sinc^ Kuru’s time, 
nanyascet)h:s took up Jheir abode there. — T. 

t^li?ome texts have })uddkar8^^viJioi' Duddhertkds, — T.* 
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«i|d with only the children and the old « left (at home)/ From 
^e whple area oT Jamvudwipa oyer which the Bun e8eda bis 
rays.* was collected that force, O best of kings I* Men of all 
Vaces.^ a^embled together, occupied an area extending for 
mhnyvFo/ances over districts, rivers, hills, and woods* That 
bull among men, king Yudhishthira, ordered excellent food 
ted other articles of enjoyment for all of them along with 
their animats.^* ^nd Yudhishthira fixed diverse wateb-words 
for them* so that this one saying this' should be known as 
belonging to the Panda vas.^^ Aud that descendant of KuruV 
race also settled names and badges for all of them for recc^oi* 
tion during time of battle/* 

“Beholding the standard-top of Pritha^s son, the high- 
souled son of Dhfitariishtra. with a white umbrella held over 
his head, in the^ipidst of a thousand elephants, and surround- 
ed by his centur^ of^ brothers, began with all the kings (on 
bis side) to array his troops against the son of Pandu/*/^ 
Seeing Duryodhana, the Pinchalas who took delight in battle, 
^wei^ filled with • joy and blew their loud-sounding concha 
ftnd c/mbals of sweet sounds/* Beholding those troops so 
delighted, Pandu’s sons and Yasudeva of great energy had 
their hearts hKed with joy/* And those tigers among men, 
Yasudeva and Dhauanjaya, seated on one car, having felt 
great joy, both blew their celestial concha/^ And hearing the 
blare of Gigantea and the loud blast of Theodotes belonging 
unto -the two, the combatants ejected urine and excreta.^^* 
Asj:>ther aoimak^are filled with fear on hearing the voice of 
the roaring lion, ^ even so became that force upon hearing those 
^blasts/’ A frightful dust arose and nothing could be seen, 
for the sun himself,* suddenly enveloped by it, seemed to have 
Bet.§** A black cloud poured a shower of flesh and blood over 

♦'Literally, “give# heat.” — T. 

f VamoM iftaed here iu the sense of races and not oas^es.— -T. 

i Bo^ if and 18 are read differently by the Bardwan Pundita. — T. 

• § This doka i^'variously read. For bhaitmam in the first line some 
read hhirkam whic£i I have adopted. ^ For sakasd in the^oonjt' line 
sohis tests base rajasd, and then (locati7e)<for 
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the troops all around^ All this seemed extraordinary.** A 
wind rdae there* bearidfg along the ealth myriads of stoi^ 
nodules* and afflicting theremth the combatants Jby htfhdreds 
and thousands.** (For all ^at)* O monarch, both armies^ 
filled with joy, stood addrest for battle, on Kuniksbetra, like 
two agitated oceans.** Indeed, that encounter of the two 
armies was highly wonderful, like that of two oceans when the 
end of the Yuga ia arrived** The whole earth jvas empty, J 
having only the children and the old left (sSt home), ^in * conse- 
quence of that large army mustered by the Kauravas.*** 
Then the Kurus, the Pandavas, and the Somakas made cer- 
tain covenants, and settled the rules, O bull of Bharata’s race, 
regarding the different kinds of combat.** Persons equally 
circumstanced must encounter each other, fighting fairly. And 
if having fought fairly the combatants withd^giw (without fear 
of molestation), even that would be gratifyf^g to iis.*^ Those 
who engaged in contests of words should be fought against 
with words. Those that left the ra^iks should never be slain.f^* 
A car-warrior should have a car^warrior for his antagonist*; 
he on the neck of an elephant should have a simil^ar, comb^ 
tant for his foe; a horse should *be met by a*hoB^e, and 
a foot-soldier, O Bharata, should be met b^r a foot-soldier.** 
Guided by considerations of fitness, ^villingness, daring, and 
might, one should strike another, giving notice.* Nt> one should 
strike another that is unprepared, J or panic-struck.®® One 
engaged with another, one seeking quarter, one retreating, one 
whose weapon is rendered unfit, one uncased in^ mailf should 
never be struck.** Car-drivers, animals f yoked •to cars or * 
carrying weapons), men engagad in the tfansport of weapong,§ 
players on drums and blowers of ooi^hs should never be 


♦ The Bombay text ia evidently faulty here ; it repeats the^second* 
half of the 7th sloka^ making the second half of the 26th the first half 
of th^24th.— T 

e. stragglers should not be slain. — T. 

X Literally, “confiding.” — T. ^ 

Bombay text has Castropandyishti^-, the Bengal texts have® 

Castropojibishu, — T. 
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struck.** Having made these covenants, the E.urtt% and 
'tlie I^ndavas, and the Somakas wondered mneht gasing at 
eaoh other.**^ And having stationed (their foroes thus), those 
Jl>ulls among men, those high-€^uled ones, with their troops, 
became glad at heart, their joy being reflected on their 
countenances. 


Section II. 


Yai<;arapayana said. — ^'Seeing then the two armies (stand'* 
ing) on the east and the west for the fierce battle that was 
‘ impending, the holy Riahi Vyasa the son of Satyavati, that 
fo]%most of all persons acquainted with the Vedas, that grand* 
sire of the Bharatas, conversant with the past, the present, 
and the future, igfd beholding everything as if it were present 
before his eyes, 8%fd these words in private unto the royal 
son of Vichitrayirya fvho was then distressed and giving way 
t<f sorrow, reflecting on the evil policy of his sons.('-*) 

• “VySsa said, — king, thy sons and the other monarchs 
have thejr hour aiTived.*|- Mustered in battle they will kill one 
'another.^ O Bharata, their hour having come, they will all 
phrisfi. Bearing in mind the changes brought on by Time, 
do not yield thy heart to grief.* O king, if«thou wish to see 
them ^fightisg> in battle, I will, O son, grant thee vision ! 
Behold the battle !’* 

'^Dhritarashtra said, — 'O best of regenerate Rishis, I like 
not to Cehold^ the slaughter of kinsmen I I shall, however, 
^ throifgh thy ’potendy, hear of this battle minutely I* 

^ Vaii^ampayana cotfuinued. — “Upon his not wishing to see 
the battle but wishing to hear of it, Vyksa, that lord of boons, 
gav% a boon **to Sanjaya.* (And addressing Dhritarashtra 
he said,) — 'This Sanjaya, O king, will describe the battle to 
! c Nothing in the whole battle will he beyond this one’s 
• — - ■ ^ — 


. It is impoWhle to notice all the variations of reading occuring in 
this section without oonsiderably swelling the notes. 1 have accordingly 
Bsft a good many |innotice(|. — T. ^ 

t Bather, ^^'havettheir periods run out.” — 1. 
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Endued, O kiu^, j^ith celestial vimon, Saujaya will uatrfie 
tiie iMittle to thee. He will^ave knowledge *6f everyUiinga^^* 
Manifest or concealed, (happening) by day or bjf night, even 
that which is thought of iit the mind, Sanjaya ihal> knoiF 
everything. Weapons will not cut him, and exertion 
not faticrne him. This son of Gavalgani will come out of the 
battle with life.** As regards myself O bull of Bharata’s racd,* 
the fame of these Kurus, os also of a1^ the ^andavas, I 
will spread ! Do not ^ieve.^* This is destiny, O tfger among 
men ! It behoveth thee not to give way to grief. It is not 
capable of being prevented. As regards victory, it is there < 
where righteousness is !* 

Vai<?ampayana continued. — “That highly-blessed and holy 
grandsire of the Kurus, having said so, onse more addressed 
Dhritarashtra and said,** — ‘Great will tho “slaughter be O 
monarch, in this battle. I see here al^o (^numerous) omens 
indicative of terror.** Hawks and vultures and crows, and 
herons, together with cranes, are alighting oft the tops of 
trees and gathering in flocks.^^ These bircft, delighted af th^ 
prospect of battle, are looking down j(on the field) before thefii, • 
Carnivorous beasts will feed on the flesh of elephants* and 
steeds,** Fierce herons, foreboding terror,* and uttering 
merciless cries, are* wheeling across the centra tjpwarda the 
southern region,*^ In both the twilights, prior and posterior, 

I daily behold, O Bharata, the sun during his rising and 
setting to be covered by headless trunks.^® THjpoJored 

clouds with their extremities white and red^ and •n^cks b^k, 
charged with lightningp and resembling maces (in figure) * 
envelop the sun in both twilights.** I have seen the suS^ 
the moon, and the stars to be all bluing. No difference 
in their aspect is to be noted in the evening. I have seen 
this all day and all night. All this forbodes fear.** On^ even * 
the fifteenth night of tfajs lighted fortnig|^ in (the montt& 
of ) Kdrtika, the moon, divested of splendopr, \ecame invi- 
sible, hr of the hue of fire, the firmament being of tile hfle 

^ fc — 

? Th^second half of th^9th, and the whSle of tjie 10th tloha^ are 

• * ' • 

om^ted in the Benga4 texts. 
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* of ^be lotus.*' Many ^heroic lords of eanth, — mud priii^ 
des» — endued witfi great bravery mod possessed of arms Imsem* 
bling maces, Vill be slain and sleep, lying down on tbe earth.** 
iJaily 1 notice in the sky during night time the fierce cries of 
battling boars and cats.**' The images of gods and goddesses 
sometimes laugh, sometimes tremble, and sometimes again 
these vomit blood thronglr their mouths, and sometimes they 
sweat and soihetim^ fall down.** O monarch, drums, without 
being beat,* give sounds, and the great cars of Kshatriyas move 
without (being drawn by) animals yoked to them.** Kokilas, 
« wood-peckers, jays, water-cocks, parrots, crows, and peacocks, 
t utter terrible cries.** Here and there, cavalry soldiers, cased 
in mail,* and armed with weapons, send forth fierce shouts. 
At sun-rise flighty of insects, by hundreds, arc seen.** In 
both twilights, tKe.cardinal quarters seem to be ablaze, and 
the clouds, O Bhalats^ shower dust and flesh.*® She, O king, 
who is celebrated over the three worlds and is applauded by 
the righteous, even that (constellation) Arundhati keepeth 
(jier lord) Vagisbthk on her back.** The planet pani also, 
*0*king, ap^eareth, afflicting (the constellation) RohinL The 
sign cf*tbe deer in the moon hath deviated from its usual 
position. A gi'eat terror is indicated.** Even though the 
sky is^cloudj^s^ a terrible roar is heard th^re. The animals 
are all weening, and their tears are falling fast.’ ”** 

Section III. 

*‘Yyasa said, — ^As^es are taking births in kine. Sons are 
])&ving sexual pleasure with mothers. The trees in the for* 
ests are exhibiting ifiaseasonable flowers and fruits.* Women 
quick with child, and even those that are not so, are giving 
^birth to monsters. Carnivorous beasts, mingling with (carni* 
vorcuis ) birds, are feeding together.* Ill-omened beasts, 
some having ^\hr|e honis, some with four eyes, some with 
, fife legb, some with two sexual organs, some with two heads, 
•some with two ^tails, some having fierce teeth,* are £eing 

I ^ 

text reada pruXaHhi 
> ado)V)ted T. 
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boviiy with wide open are uttering unholy or|es. * 

Homes* with three legs, furnished wifti cnests, baying four 
teeth, and endued with horns, are also being bern.^ O king, 
in thy city is also seen tha^ the wives of many •utte^ers ef 
Brakma are bringing forth Garv/ias and peacocks/ Xhe 
mare is bringing forth the cownisalf, and the bitch is bringing 
forth, O king, jackals and cocks an(4 antelopes and parrots, a^l 
uttering inauspicious cries.** Certain women •are ‘bringing 
forth four or five daughters (at a time),* and these, as soon 
as they are born, dance and sing and laugh.^ The members 
of the lowest orders are laughing and dancing and singing, 
and t*bus indicating direful consequences.% Infants, as if 
urged by death, are drawing armed images, and are «ruDniDg 
against one another, armed with clubs,* and desirous of 
battle, are also breaking down the towns (they erecif in 
sport). Lotuses of different kinds ^ and Wilies are growing 
on trees.*® Strong winds are blowing 'fiercely, and the dust 
ceaseth not. The earth is frequently trembling, and Rahvu 
approacheth towards the sun.** The wbita planet (KetuJ stay- 
eth, having passed beyond the constellation All (Ifis 

particulary bodeth the destructioft of the Kurus.** fierce 
commet riseth, afflicting the constellation Pu^ya, Tnis great 
planet will cause frightful mischief to both the armies.** 
Mars wheeleth towards Maghd, and VrihaSpciti (Jupiter) 
towards pravand. Tne Sun’s offspring (paniX approaching 
towards the constellation Bkaga, afflicteth it.** The planet 
pukra, ascending towards Pwrvo,-Bkddra^ shiyeth Bfilhantly, 
and wheeling towards the Uttara-Bhadraf looketS towards it/^ 
having effected a junction (with a Analler planet).** Jbe 
white planet (Ketu), blazing up like fiye mixed with sm<»ke, 
stayeth, having attacked the bright constellation Jeshthd that 
is sacred to Indra.** The constellation Dhruva, blazing fierce- ^ 
ly, wheeleth towards the right. Both the moon and the suh^ 
are afflicting iZoAini. The fierce planet (RdJm) hath taken 

* t - s m 

Both the Bengal and the Bombay editions have Kukkurjkn for 
yiukkt^n as the Burdwau Pundits porrect A bitch producing dofs 
lufd bitches would^e no ^nomalj. — T. 
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•iip^its position between the constelli^ion^ ^nd 

Tbe Redbodied (Mars), possessed^ of the effblgatioe %i fit<e» 
wheeling circ^iitously, stayeth in a line with the oonetella* 
tien pr^va«<i over-ridden by FriAospati.^* The earth that 
produce(h particular crops at particular seasons is now oover* 
ed with the crops of every season.-f* Every barley stalk is 
g)6aced with five ears, and every paddy stalk with a hun* 
dred.^* ^hey«that are the best of creatures in all the worlds 
and upon whom depends the universe, vH, kiue, when milked 
after the calves have their suck, yield only blood.** Radiant 
rays of light emanate from bows, and swords blaze forth bril- 
liantly. It is evident that the weapons behold (before them) 
the liattls as if it were already arrived.** The hue of weap* 
ons and the water, as also of coats of mail and standards, is 
like* that of fire. • A great slaughter will take place,** In 
this battle,^ O Bharata^ of the Kurus with the Pandavas, 
the earth, O monarcfi, will be a river of blood with the 
standards (of warriors) as its mfts !** Animals and birds on all 
sidbs, jwith mouths blazing like fire, uttering horce cries, and 
di^playin^ these evil omens, are foreboding terrible conse* 
quenc^?* A (fierce) bird with but one wing, one eye, and 
one leg, hovering over the sky in the night, ecreameth fright- 
fully in^ wrath, as if for making the vomit blood.§** 


* Unlike the Bengal editions, the Bombay edition correctly iuclades. 
thle sMsa^^or rather half-e^o^a, within the 17tb, making the 17th a 
»^riplet ^instead of a cAuplet. For the weli<known word DhUkikUoM^ 
fiowever, the Bombay te^. has VUhthitas.^T. 

f The Bombay teat-reada Paricchanna for paricchinn^. The former 
is better.— T. 

t Fai^ojeis explained by Nilakaatba as Virodhe, ChntVasisrfd— a 
river haring bl^idy eddies. — T. 

* g Cpmtam ooKctrdayarmiva, I have adopted Nilakbantha’s eaplana* 
tion. The Bardwim Pandits take it as referring to ‘^wei^ns” instead 
kA ^‘hearers.” T)Le patsagSt however, may m|pn that the bird screams 
so fitghtfifily as if it Vomits blood. The only thing that militates aga{n8t 
is interpretation is ^bat ceheurdavan is a causal verb. In the Him 
M bhirata, howevek*, eaosale forms are frequently used withoat« eatwld 
«Wlining8.-f-T.# ' 
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It seemeth, O great ki^g, that all weapons are now blaziijg' 
with radiance. The effulgence of .the constellation known by 
the name of the seven high-souled Riahia^ hath bedn dimmed.** 
Those two blazing planets, vm, Vrihciapati and ^aili, having* 
approached the constellation called Vi^&lchd, have beeoifle 
stationary there for a whole year.*^ Three lunations twice 
meeting together in course of the satne lunar fortnight, the* 
duration of the latter is shortened by two days. On the thir- 
teenth day, therefore,* from the first lunation, accf»rding as 
it is the day of the full moon or the new moon, the moon and 
the sun are afflicted by Rdhu, Such strange eclipses, both 
lunar and solar, forebode a great slaughtcw.**® All t^jje 
quarters of the earth, being overwhelmed by showers of dust, 
look inauspicious. Fierce clouds, portentous of danger, drop 
bloody showers during the night.*® Rdhu of* fierce deeds Is 
also, O monarch, afflicting the constellation Kirtikd. Rough 
winds, portending fierce danger, are constantly blowing.*^ 
All these beget a war characterisec> by many sad incidents.*f 
The constellations are divided into three classes. Upon aone* 
or another of each class, a planet of evil omen bai^* ^ed its 
influence, foreboding terrible dangers.*®* A lunar fortiygh^ 

' % — 

* This 9loka is oniiAted in man}” editions, though it is certainly genu- 
ine. I have rendered it very freely, as otherwise it would bfi unintelligi- 
ble. The fact is, three lunations twice meeting together in course of 
the same lunar fortnight is very rare. The lunar fortnight (PaHha) 
being then reduced by two days, the day of full moon or that^of^new 
moon, instead of being (as usual) the fifteenth day fi^m tb% hj^st lunation 
becomes the thirteenth day. Lunar eclipses always occur on days of the 
full moon, while solar eclipses on those of the ne^ moon. Such eclipsei% 
therefore., occurring on days removed from the d^ys of the first Junatioif 
by thirteen instead of (as usual) fifteen days, are very* extraordinary 
occurrences. — ^T. 

f Viskamam is battle or war, and dkranda is weeping or prodjictive 
of grief. The latter word may also mean a fierce battle. If understood 
in this^nse, VUhamam may be taken as indicating hostiTity, or absence 
peac^. — ^T. • 

( Hfilakantha explains this in a long note the sub^nce of which is 
app^dod below. Kings are divided into three classes^ viz, owners of 
ele]^anta«(^<7uyapa^t^,^owner§ of horses and owners of men 

( Nara^pati). If an eyil-orueued piquet (pdfa^graha) shj^s its influence 

" • . [ 2 1 • 
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iiad hitherto consisted of fourteen dej^e, cr fifteen iie|e (m 
nsual)^ or sixteen days. This, hower^, I never knew lMi 
the day of xfew moon would be on the thirteenth dey Ikoa 
\he first lunation, or the day of loll moon on the thirteenth 
day frprn the same. And yet in course of the same mondi 
both the moon and the sun have undergone eclipses on the 
«4hirteenth days from the day of the first lunation.*** The 
sun and thePmoon^ therefore, by undergoing eclipses on un* 
usual dayS,i- will cause a great slaughter of the creatures of 
the earth. Indeed, Rakehasaa, though drinking blood by 
mouthfuls, will yet not be satiated.** The great rivers are 
flawing in opposite directions. The waters of rivm have 
become bloody. The wells, foaming up, are bellowing like 
bulls,J®* Meteo^, effulgent like Indra*8 thunder-bolt, Call 
with loud hisses^ When this night passeth away, evil conse- 
quences will ovdl*take ,you.** People, for meeting together, 
qoming out of their houses with lighted brands, have still to 


tipoe any of the niae constellations beginning with Afwmi^ it lore* 
bodes dkngjer to A^apatu ; if on any of the nine beginning with 
it forebodes danger to Gajapati$ \ and if on any of the nine 
beginning with it forebodes danger to NarapatU, What Vyasa 

says here, therefore, is that one or another pdpd^aka has shed its in- 
ilaence upon one or another of each of the three classes of constellations, 
thus foreboding danger to all classes of kings. — T. 
a Fwfo note ante, — T. 

f Apar^ani^ i. e\ not on Parva days or days of full moon and new 
^oon as ordinarily conang. The Bombay edition, after aparvani^ reads 
*pmhefMU tau. A bet^r reading unquestionably is ^rastdeefau, as sonny 
Bengal texts — ^T. 

% Pratifrat 4 ti ; strict grammar would require praiipraUuag i the mean- 
ing ii that those that flowed east to west now flow went to aast^ flsc. 
For kurddan^ some texts hare Mrdd cmti which is, cbrtainly better. 
IKwrddanH means play or sport wells playing like buUa wool# be nn* 
meaning, unlqpa fh« sport were aeeompanied by bellowing.— T. * 

$ The Burdwyn Pufldits read for faJMfom* ^0 ifttter, 

however, reading. — T. 
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» thick glo^m $il around. Great Mishis havfi 
aaid that in Tiew of such oircumataneejl^* the earth driulw 
Ao blood of thousanda of Lings. Frocn the mounters of 
KaiMaa and Mandara and thousands pi |xpla^ 

mono are heard and thousands of summits are tumhliug^do^* 
In oonsequenoe of the Elarth’s trembling, each of the four 
oceans,** having swelled greatly, segms ready to transgprea^^ 
Ha continents for afflicting the £arth.*f Fierce winds charged 
with pointed pebbles* are blowing, crushing mighty treea** 
In villages and towns trees, ordinary and sacred, are falling 
down, crushed by mighty winds and struck by lightning.^ 
The (sacrificial) fire, when Brkhmanas pour l^ibations on it, 
becomes blue, or red, or yellow. Its flame bends towards the 
left, yielding a bad scent, accompanied by loud reports.** 
Toneb, smell, and taste have, O monarch, become what they 
were not. The standards (of warriors),^ repeatedly trembling, 
are emitting smoke.** Drums and cymbals are throwing off 
showers of coal-dust. And from* the tops of tall trees aft 
around,** crows, wheeling in circles from thew left, are uttering 
fierce cries. All of them again are uttering frightful cries qf* ^ 
paJehd, pakka,*^ and are perching u{!t>n the tops of standards 
for the destruction of the kings. Vicious elephants, trembling 
all over, are running hither and thither, urinating and eject- 
ing excreta.** The horses are all melancholy, ^^hfle the ele- 
phants are resorting to the water. Hearing all this, let that 
be done which is suitable, so that, O Bharata, the world may 
not be depopulated 1’ *'*• ^ • 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “Hearing ttfese wofds of* bis 
father, Dhritarkshtra said, — I think all *this hath been or^- 
dained of old. A great slaughter of hum^n beings will tak^ 
place.** If the kings die in battle observing the duties of 
the Kshatriya order, they will then, attaining to the regions 
reserved for heroes, obtain only happiness.** These tigers * , 

* 

* The original is very obscure. Ulkd is explained^ b3r Vilaka^tha ^ 
a brafld (used for want of lamps). The line, bowevew is elliptical. pTho ’ 
JBuftlwaii^Pandits introduce an entirly new Hue^T. 

t ^Jiahabhuta is sifelling greatl]^— T. 
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Bfaon^ men. casting away their lives in^reat battle, will wia 
hine in this and«grea*l bliss for ever in the next w<Nrld.V'** 

Vaiqampayana continued. — best of kings, thus addressed 
d>y h'lB sen Dliritarashtra, that^ prince of poets, the Muni 
concentrated his mind in supreme Yoga^ Having 
contemplated fm: only a short space oi time, Vjksa once more 
j^d, — * Without doubt. Caking of kings, it is Time that des* 
troyeth the smiverse.*^ It is Time also that createth the worlds. 
There is •nothing *he re that is etemak Show the path of 
righteousness to the Kurus, to thy kinsmen, relatives, and 
friends ! Thou art competent to restrain them. The slaughter 
of kinsmen ha^h bt^en said to be sinful. Do not do that 
which « is disagreeable to ine.***^* O king, Death himself 
hath been born in the shape of thy son ! Slaughter is never 
applauded in the Yechts, It can never be benedcial.'^ The 
usages of one's race arc as one's own body. Those nsages slay 
him that desti*oyeth ^them. For the destruction of this race 
and of those kings of the earth, it is Time that maketh thee 
devote into the '^rong path like one in distress although 

art ggmpetent (to walk along the path of righteousness)! 
O kin^, in the shape of fchy) kingdom hath calamity come to 
thee Thy virtue is sustaining a very great diminution.* 

Show what righteousness is unto thy sons ! O thou that 
art invincible,* of what value is that kingdom to thee which 
bringeth sin to thee Take care of thy good name, thy 
virtue, and thy fame ! Thou wilt then win heaven. Let the 
F&udlaf as hs^ve their kingdom, and let the Kanravas have 
peace ^ ^ 

^ While that best^ of Brahmanas was saying these words 
*in a BOTTowful tone, ^hritarashtra the son of Amvika, acQom'* 
plished in speech, once more addressed him, saying,*^ — ‘My 
knowledge of life and death is similar to thine. The truth 
is kaV>wn to me as regards these. Man, however, in what 
concerns hi» own interests, is deprived of judgment. O 
^re, l|now me td be one who is an ordinary person i*® Of 
immeasurable pc^wer thou art ! I pray thee to extend* thy 

l^areBa in liplaiiied by NiUkantha wi 
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towards U8 1 Of soul j^ndor complete control, thou art, our 
refuge und instructor ! My sons are &ot ebedi^nt to ide« 
O great Rishi ! My understanding too is not* inclined to 
commit sin Thou art th% cause of the fame, thg aojj^ieve-* 
ments, and the inclination for virtue, of the Bharatas ! Thou 
art the reverend grandsire of both the Kurus and the Fan- 
davas 

•• 

“VySsa said, — ‘O royal son of Vichitraviryya, tell me freely 
what is in thy mind. *1 will remove thy doubts '/•* 

“Dhritarashtra said, — *0 holy one, I desire to hear from 
thee of all those indications that happen unto those that be- 
come victorious in battle 1'*^ 

'‘Vyaaa said, — ‘The (sacred) fire assumes a cheerftj radi- 
ance. Its light ascends upwards. Its flame bends towards 
the right. It blazes up without being smok}^ The libations 
poured on it yield a fragrant scent. It is said that these are 
the indications of future success.** The *conchs and cymbals 
yield sounds that are deep and load. The Sun, as well as tfie 
Moon, gives pure rays. It is said that these^are the indicaj;ioi 3 s 
of future success.** Crows, whether stationary of on theji' 
wings, utter cries ^hat are agreeable. They again tlva,t are * 
behind, urge the warriors to advance ; while ^they that are 
ahead, forbid all a<ivance.*f-*^ Where vultures, swans, parrrots, 
cranes, and wood-peckers, utter delightful efieff, and^heel 
towards the right, the Brahmanas say that there victory in 
battle is certain.** T'ney whose divisions, in consequence of 

, ■— ■ ■ — t 

^ Some of the Bengal texts read anugraham (jiaking the initial a 
silent) after maharshe (in the vocative case). There can be no doubt» • 
however, that this is incorrect. The true reading is nadharmam whiUh 
I have adopted. The Bombay text reads na^ddharm^i. The intro- 
duction of the particle cha needlessly makes the line incorrect as to 
metre. — T. 

f The second line of the 67th aloha is very obscure. have followed 
Nilakantha in translating it thus. The sense seemS to ^e, that when 
crow? hover behind an army, that is an auspicious sign ; while it is an • 
inalispioj^us sigu if they are seen ahead. I an^not sure that Nilakantha* 
is right in taking ih| pronoun ye as referring to even crows#-T. 
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omi^ments, oo&ts of mail, and standi^s, or the melodioi:^ 
neigh of tlieir eteed^, become resplendant and inoaiMilde 
being |^ed ^at, always conquer their foes*** They who attar 
eheerfpl shouts, those warriors, C]^Bh&rata,^ho8e energies are 
not damped and whose garlands do not fade, always cross the 
ocean of battle.** They who utter cheerful shouts having 
j^netrated into the divisieus of the foe, who utter even kind 
words*^ ^ to the enemy, and who, before striking, forewarn the 
foe, win victory.*^ *The objects of hearing, vision, taste, touch, 
and smell, without undergoing any change for the worse, 
become auspicious. This also is another indication of a vic- 
torious army, vjz, there is joy among the combatants'at all 
tiines.**. This also is another indication of success, viz, the 
winds that blow, the clouds, and the birds, all become favor- 
able ; while the r clouds (so favorable) and the rain-bows drop 
beneficial showersi*' These, O king, are the indications of 
armies to be crowned with victory, while, O monarch, all 
tliese become otherwise in the case of those that are about to 


be destroyed.** Whether the army be small or large, cheer- 
^fqjness, as,^n attribute of the combatants, is said to be a 
certain«hidication of victory.** One soldies, struck with panic, 
can cause even « a large army to take fright and fly. And 
when an army, struck with panic, takes t« flight, it causes 
even heroic ^aAriors to take fright.** If a large army is once 
broken and put to rout, it cannot like a herd of deer dis- 
ordered in fright or a mighty current of water be easily 
checkecC** If a large army is once routed, it is incapable 
of being tallied ; %n the other hand, beholding it broken, 
e^en those well-skilled in battles, O Bhhrata, becmne heart- 
less.** Beholding soldiers struck with fear and Bying, the 
panic spreads in other directions, and soon, O kingpthe whole 
army is broken and flies in all direction^** And when an 
^ *aKny is routed, even brave leaders, O king, at the headNe^f 


large divisionsk consisting of the four kinds of forces, are in- 
capably of ^Uying them.** . An intelligent man, a/.waya 
* exerting hino^s^ ^th activity, should strive (to Win success) 

\ . . ■ . . ^ ^ ^ 

^ Such at will Jbe dead men jpoon,” &c.— T 
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Igp tk» idd of 1068118.^ jit is said tliat that meoeas whidi in 
won bF«egotia 1 io& aod othor means is the wry Jbest. That 
vhioh is achieved by producing disunion (among* the foe) is 
indifferent),*^ Whijf that success, O king« which won hy 
battle, i| the worst. In battle are many evils, the initial ope« 
as it is said, being slaughter.** Even fifty brave men who 
know one another, who are undepressed, who are free from^ 
family ties, and who are firmly resolved, can arush^alarge 
army.** Even five, six, or, seven men, whb are uiyretreating, 
win victory, Vinatt's son Oaruda, O Bharata, beholding even 
a large concourse of birds, asketh not the aid of many followers 
(to vatfiquish them).** The strength in number, therefore, of 
an army is not always the cause of victory. Victory^ is fin- 
certain. It depends on chance. Even they that become 
victorious have to sustain loss.' ”** 


Section IV. 

• 

Vai^ampayana said. — ''Having said thei^ words unto phri- 
tarashtra, Vyasa took his departure. And Dhritarashtra al§cf, 
having heard those words, began to* reflect in silence.^ And 
having reflected for only a short space of time, he began fo 
sigh repeatedly, ^nd soon, O bull of Bharata a race, the king 
asked Sanjaya of soul worthy of praise,* saying, Sahjaya, 
these kings, these lords of earth, so brave and taking delight in 
battle, are for smiting one another with weapons of diverse 
kinds, being prepared to lay down their very lives fort^he sake 
of earth ! Incapable of being res trained, f they are, infieed, 
smiting one another for increasing the population of Yama’s 
domain,*"* Desirous of prosperity connected with the posses- 
sion of earth, they are incapable of bearing* one auoifier. 
I, therefore, think that earth must be possesed of many attri- 
butes. Tell me all these, O Sanjaya !* Many thousands,* 
many millions, many tens of millions, many hundreds of 
milligns, of heroic men have come together at &uruj|nga)p. 

M a.,,... I I nit I ^ ‘ 

T^U line is omitted in many of the t Bengal *textB except the 
Bu fdwan one. — T. ^ 
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l^desire to hear, O Sanjaya, with aceiv*ate details^ about tho 

situation and dicftensions of those countries and cit^ from 

« ♦ 

which they 4iave come.’ Through the potency of that re- 
^eneri^te Jiisfii, Vyasa of imnaeasurablea energy, thou art 
endued with the lamp of celestial perception at\d thq, eye of 
knowledge !’• 

,, *'Sanjaya said, — *0 th^u of great wisdom, I will recount 
to the^ th» merits of earth according to my knowledge. 
Behold them with thy eye of wisdom*’ I bow to thee, O 
bull of Bharata’s race ■.® Creatures in this world are of 
two kinds, mobile and immobile. Mobile creatures are of 
three kinds accqyding to their birth, viz, oviparous, vivi|>arouB, 
and thase engendered by heat and daiup.^^ Of mobile crea- 
tures, O king, the foremost are certainly those called vivipa- 
rous. Of viviparous creatures the foremost are men and 
animals.^^ Animals, O king, of diverse forms, are of fourteen 
species. Seven have^heir abodes in the woods, and seven of 
tfiese are domestic.^* Lio ns, tigers, boars, budalos, and ele- 
piiai^ts, as also bpars, and apes, are, O king, regarded as 
Sv/ld.^* «K^ne, goats, sheep, men, horses, mules, and asses, — 
these ^pvQu amongst animals are reckoned as domestic by the 
learned.** Thf^se fourteen, O king, complete the tale of 
domestic and wild animals, mentioned, Q lord of earth, in 
the Vedas, bnd on which the Bacribces rest.** Of creatures 
that are domestic, men are foremost, while lions are the fore- 
most of those that have their abode in the woods. All crea- 
tures sif)[>port^ life by living upon one another.** Vegetables are 
said to be tmmobilU, and they are of four species, viz, trees, 
sl^urbs, creepers, creeping plants existing for only a year, and 
tfll stemless j>lants pf the grass species.* Of mobile and 

Niiakantha explains these five species thu8:*-trees, such as the pee- 
pal ; (shrubs), as Awfa, kaqa, &e., growing from a clump under- 

neath ; creepers^ such as all plants growing upon the soil but requiring 
sopie su^pqrt \h twine round, VaUi^ those that creep on the ear^h and 
live for l^year ony^, such as the gourd, the pumpkin, Ac. ; and 
$rina, such as grass and ay plants that are stemless, ha ving only their 
barks or leaves. 
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immobile creatures, thore are thus one ^iess twenty ; and as. 
regards^heir uni\rersal cons^tuecil, these arl five, l^enty- 
four in all, these are described as Odyatri ( Brfihma) bb is 
well-known to all.*** He who knows these truly to he thdf< 
sacred Odyatri possessed of every virtue, is not liable, jO best 
of the Bharatas, to destruction in this world.^® Eveiything 
springeth from the Earth and every thing, when destroyedi* 
merger h into the Earth. The Earth is the stay afld refiige of 
all creatures, and the* Earth is eternal.**^ He that* hath the. 
Earth, bath the entire universe with its mobile and immobile 
population. It is for this that longing for (the possession of 
the) Earth, kings slay one another.’ 


Section 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘The names ef fivers and mountains, 
O Saiijaya, as also of provinces, and all other things resting 
on the earth,* and the dimensions, O thou that are acquainted 
with the measures of thingjs, of the earth in its entirety,* and 
the forests, O.Sanjaya, recount to me in detail f* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘O great king, all things, in the universe, 
ip conse(juence of the presence (in them) of tHe five elements, 
have been said^ to be equal by the wise.® T,hc%e elements, 
are space, air, fire, water, and earth. Their (respective) 
attributes, arc sound, touch, vision, taste, and scent. Every 
one of these elements possesses (in addition to what e^eci- 
ally its' own) ,the attribute or attributes of ^hat dr those eom- 
ing before it. The earth, therefore, is tj^e foremost of them * 


' * When Odydtri, Or Brahma^ or the Universey is mentioned, these 
twenty four are indicated, five of which exist independently, the remain- 
ing nineteen being the result of those five in various propQrtion8.~T. * 
t This section in the '^mbay text consists also of 21 slokaa in all. 
Many of the slokaSy however, , after the lOth, are given ^in a most in- . 
corredl order. Before completing the tale of the mobile* creati|res tmd 
theif^ two divisions, domestic and wild, the Bombay^ext introduces^ the ‘ 
dokag about the vegetable creation distinctly mcluded .within the heailf. 
“jibmobTle.” The fwt is, vUiere the arrangement of»the slokas is con- . 
cerned, the Bengal tf^xts are j^Miemlly superior to the ^mbay one.— T. 
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^1, possessing as it does the attributes of all the other foftf 
beside^ what is Ispeoially its own* as said by Xiskis lAquaint* 
ed with trath.**"* There are four attributes, O king, in 
Vaten Scent does not exist in R Fire has three attributes, 
vfe, sQund, touch, and vision,* Sound and touch, belong to air, 
while space has sound alone. These five attributes, O king, 

^ exist (in this way) in thev five principal elements’ depending 
on which dil creatures in the universe exist. They exist 
separate!^ and independently when there is homogeneity in 
the imiverse.f * When, however, these do not exist in their 
natural state but with one another, then creatures spring into 
li£e, furnished ^vith bodies. This is never otherwise.* The 
elemeifts are destroyed, in the order of the one succeeding 
merging into the one that precedes ; and they spring also into 
existence, one afising from the one before it.J AH of these 
are immeasurable* thfir forms beine Brahma itself.*® In the 
iViiverse are seen creatures consisting of the five elements. 
Men endeavour to ascertain* their proportions by exercising 
/heif reason.** Thbse matters, however, that are inconceivable, 
should nefer be sought to be solved by reason. That which is 
above Xi^uman) nature is an indication of the inconceivable.**^ 

“ *0 son of Kuru's race, I will, however, describe to thee 
the i^and called Sudar^ana, This island, *0 king, is circular 
and of the form of a wheel.** It is covered with rivers and 
other pieces of water and with mountains looking like masses 


c I have renderetf 4 and 5 a little too freely. The language of the 

okginal is very terse.— T. 

• t Sdn^m is homogeneity. The allnsion is to the state of the nni- 
vewe before crition, when there exists nothing but a Biomogeneons 
mass or Brahma alone. Tlie first compound of the 2ud line is read 
differently. The Bordwan Pundits and the Bombay edition read anyim^ 
ykm (in the accusative) ; many of the Bengal texts read (in 

the inatrumentaf). Tlie roeaniitg is scarcely affected by IhU differeroe of 
reading^T. 

J The order of t^struction is that earth merges into water, ^ater 
•into fire, fire intouair, and air into space. And so the or^r of ^Wrth is 
ithi^t from spjee ariaes air, from air arises frofa fire arises wafer, 
akdjrom water a^isett earth, — T. 


«fl»lf4|rA-PAIlVA»J«* JbaiSHUA paJiva, 1# 

p( clouds, and with cities and many delightful proviuces.^^ 
It is also full of trees furnished with flftwera and fruits, and 
with crops of diverse kinds and other wealth. And it is sur- 
rounded on all sides with the^ salt ocean.^^ As a persop cat» 
see his own face in a mirror, even so is the island called 
Sudargana seen in the lunar disc/*^ Two of its parts seem to 
be a pcpul tree, while two others lo<jjk like a large hare. It ig^ 
surrounded on all sides with an assemblage of e^ry kind of 
deciduous plauts.^^ Besides these portions, the rest i^ all water. 
What remains I will describe to thee shortly. The rest I will 
speak of afterwards. Listen now to this that I describe in 
brief.' 


Section VI. 

‘'Dhritarkshtra said, — *Thou art iiitelligeiW, O Sanjaya, and 
acquainted with the truth (about everything). Thou hast duly 
given a description of the island m brief. Tell us now of tfie 
island in detail.^ Tell us now of the diinenvons of the expaUi^ 
of land that lies in the portion looking like a h|ire. Thpu 
mayst then speak of the portion resembling a peeppala* iree.' 

Vaigarnpayana said, — *‘Thus addressed by ^the king, San- 
jaya began to say.« 

“Sanjaya said, — *Streching from cast to we^, arc* these 
six mountains that are equal-f- and that extend from the east- 
ern to the western ocean.® They are Himavat, Hemakuta, 
that best of mountains called Nishudha, Nila abputidihg *with 
stones of lapis lazuli, Cwcta white as tlfs moon^^ and the 
mountains called Cringavat composed oP all kinds of metals^l 
These are the six mountains, O king, wjpiich are always thb 
resort of Siddhas and Ckdranas,* The space lying between 


• • 

* Nilak^ntha explains the last six slokas as having an esoteric meah- < 
ing. By &ud,fi/rc<ma he understands the mind. The rest is explained con- 
sisteayy. Interpretations, however, are not rare aftnon^ commentators 
eeekwig to put sense in nonsense. — T. 

t The Bombay text reads Varsha parvatCLs for parvatCLs tamds , — T. 

J Foe Pimaddha occurin^ in the Bengal t^ts, the Bombay edition 
a PicAtV/’a.— T. - 
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eaeh of these measures a Uiousand Yojanas^ a&d therem mm 
inaay delightful kinij^oma And Uiese divisioiia warn called 
FemXias, 03h&rata.* In all those kingdoms reside c^reatum 
divers^ speciea This (the Imid^ where we are) is the FareM 
that is called after Bharata. Next to it (northwards) is the 
Varska called after Himavat.* The land that is beyond Hem** 

^ |cuta is called HarivaraJ^ South of the Nila range and on 
the north of the Nishadha* is a mountain, O king, called 
Mklyavat « that streches from east to west. Beyond Malyavat 
(northwards) is the mountain called Qandhamadana^** Be- 
tween these two (viz, Malayavat and Qandhamadana) is a 
globular mountain called Meru made of gold. Effulgent as 
the mocning sun, it is like fire without smoke.-f^® It is eighty- 
four thousand Yojanas high, e^id, O king, its depth also is 
eightyfour Yoja^ds.^^ It standeth bearing the worlds above, 
below and transversely. Beside Meru are situate, O lord, these 
four islands,^* viz, Bhadra^wa, and Ketumala, and Jamvu* 
dwipa otherwise calld Bharala, and Uttara- Kuril which is the 
tfbodp of persons w,ho have achieved the merit of righteous* 
ness.** The bird Sumukha the son of Supama, beholding 
that aU*the birds on MGru*were of golden plumage, reflected'^ 
t^at he should Jeave that mountain inasmuch as there was no 
difference there between the good, middling, and bad birds/* 
That Tbremdht of luminaries, the sun, always circumambulates 
Meru, as also the moon with (his) attendant constellations, and 
the Wind-god too.^* That mountain, O king, is endued with 
celestial fruits and flowers, and it is covered all over with man- 
mens madb of buinished gold/^ There, on that mountain. 
Caking, the celestials^ the Gemdharvas, the Aeuras, and the 
ItSkahaeaaj accompanied by the tribes of Apaaraa, always, 
sport.^ There Brahman, and Rudra, and also Cakra the 
chief of the celestials, assembled together, performed diverse 
^ Icinds of sacriflees with* plentiful gifts.''* Tumvuru, and N&r- 

The Beng#.l tei^kdd a line here which is properly omitted jn the 
Bombay edition. — 

t After the occur%a hue in the Bengal texts which is evidently 
' Tioiottfe. — T. ‘ " ^ 
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mda, juid Vi^w&vara. and the Hihis, and the Hubns, re|iar*> 
il^ tliithar, adored the ioremoet of the orfeatiala with dir^Si 
hymiia*^ The high-souled seven Rishis, and Kay^fipa tKe l<nii 
creatures, repair thither, blessed be thou, on every pmrva^ 
day.*^^ Upon the summit of that mountain, U9anas, other* 
wise called the Poet, (sporteth) with the Daityas (his dis«* 
ciples).-!* The jewels and gems (that we see) and all thd 
mountains abounding in precious stones are of Megi.** There- 
from a fourth part ia enjoyed by the holy Xuver^ Only a 
sixteenth part of that wealth he giveth unto men.** On the 
northern side of Meru is a delightful and excellent forest of 
KaTmikdraSt covered with the dowers of every season, | and 
occupying a range of hills.** There the illustrious Pc^upati 
himself, the Creator of all things, surrounded by his celestial 
attendants and accompanied by Uma, spo^eth,** bearing •a 
chain of Karnikdra fiowers (on his neck) reaching down to 
his feet, and blazing with radiance with "bis three eyes resem- 
bling three risen suns.** Him Sicklhaa truthful in speech, 8f 
excellent vows and austere ascetic penances^ can behold. ^ In*» 
deed, Mahec^wara is incapable of being seen by persons oP 
wicked condnet.'*^^ From the summit of that mountain,, like a * 
stream of milk, O ruler of men, the sacred and auspiciodb 
Clanga, otherwise called Bhagirathi, adored by the most righte- 
ous, of universal form and immeasureable and ilsufng out with 
terrific noise, falleth with impetuous force in the delightful 
lake of C/iandi'amas.§**“** Indeed, that sacred lake like an 

o'oean, hath been formed by Gangd herself. (While leaph)g«from 

-J ■ ' — ■■ 

* Day of the full moon and that of the new moon. — ^T. 

f The Bengal texts, except the Buriiwan one, have divi for Dait^ais. 

Of course, the latter reading is correct. 

} The Bombay text has SarvarttLS (which is better) for Sarvatas in the 

Bengal texts. — T. 

§ In the first line of 28, the Bengal texts read Cirasas (ablative) for * 
Cikhkifit of the Bombay edition. In the last line 06 29 ^Iso, the Bom> 
hd^y plavarUivvL-pi'aoegtina for the Bengal reading paiatyajasra^ . 

VBgencL No material difference of meaning aj^ises if one or the other* 
is accepted. — T. 
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the mountains), Oang&, incapable of ^ing supported by eVei| 
mountains, ^iras held’^ for a hundred thousand f'eara 
the bd^r of Pinaka on his head.* On the western ^e p{ 
^Meru, O Jcing, is KetumSlcL^*^ ^ And there also is Jmnvu* 
kJ^mda. Both are great seats of humanity, O king.} There* 
O Bh&rata, the measure of human life is ten thousand yeara** 
^ The men are all of a golden complexion, and the women im 
like A^ar&^. And all the residents are without sickness, 
without sprrow, and always cheerful.^* .The men born there 
are of the effulgence of melted gold. On the summits of 
Qandhamldana, Kuvera the lord of the Gukyakas, with 
many Itakshasas^* and accompanied by tribes of Apsara^^ 
p&sset^ his time in joy. Beside Gandhamadana there aro 
many smaller mountains and hills.** The measure of human 
life there is eleven thousand years. There, O king, the men 
are cheerful, and indued with great energy and great strength, 
and the u'cmen are all of the complexion of tho lotus and 
highly beautiful.** Beyond i^lla is (the Varsha called) fweia, 
beyqnd fweta is C^he Vavaha called) Hairanyaka, Beyond 
^^airaivyqka is (the Vareha called) Airdvata covered with 
proviupes.*^ The last Vitraha in the (extreme) north and 
Bbarata*8 Varajia in the (extreme) south are both, O king, 
of the form of a bow. These five Varahas^ (viz fweta, Hai^ 
ra/myhka, SlAvrita, Harivaraha^ and Haimavat-varaka ) 
are in the middle, of which ELdvrita exists in the very 
middle of all.** Amongst these seven Varahaa (the five al- 
ready nfentioned and Airat;a^a and Bhdrata) that which is 
further nenth excMs the one to its immediate south in res- 
Upet of these attrikutes, viz, the period of life, stature, 
health, righteousness pleasure, and profit.** In these Var- 
aJuxSt O Bharata, creatures (though of diverse species yet) 

• ^ ^ the tradition of Civa’s holding Gangft on his head and 

for v^ieh the great god is eometimes called Gangddkana^ 

f Thte word ceeitrs hi varipua forms, Katumdld and being 

' two others. 

* } Tl^ Bombay editiog rmds ^ for cAa alter Jammkhan^iX^ The 
mining bedtmea i^anged. — T. 
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liVie together. Thus, 9 king, is the jpSsjrtb covered wittt. 
fRoaotains.^^ The huge motuntains of Hemakuta are ether* 
wise called KailS^a. There, O king, Vai^ravana passeth his 
time in joy with his Chahyalcai^^ Immediately to the dor th 
of Kailksa and near the moutains of Mainaka there is a 
and beaiitilul mountain called Maniinaya endued with golden 
Buminita^* Beside this mountain is a^large, beautiful, ciystal* 
and delightful lake called Vindusaras with golden* sands 
(on its beach). There* king Bhagiraiha,^* beholding Qanga 
(since), called after his own name, resided for many years. 
There niay be seen innumerable sacrificial stakes made of 
gems, and Ghxiitya trees made of gold/** It \As there thsjb 
he of a thousand eyes aud great fame won (ascetic) succ&s by 
performing sacrifices. Tiiere the Lord of aU creatures, th^ 
eternal Creator of all the wolrds** endued^ with supreme 
energy and surrounded by^ his ghostly atienefants, is adored. 
There Nara and Narayana, and Brahniau, and Mann, anck 
Sthanu as the fifth, are (ever present).** And there the celes- , 
tial stream Ganga having three currents,* issuing out ^ of Ihe 
regiou of Brahmau, first showed hgrself, and thefi* dividing 
herself into seven streams,*’ became Vaswokasara, Nalini, •the* 
sin-cleansing Saraswati, Jamvunadi, Sita, Gangf, and Sindhu 
as the seventh.*® llie supreme Lord hath (himself km&de*the 
arrangement with reference to that inconceivable and celestial 
stream. It is there that sacrifices-f* have been performed (by 
gods and Rishis) on a thousand occasions after the end ^f 
Yijuga (when creation begins).*® As regards tj^e SsAra^wati, -in 
some parts (of her course) she becometh visible and in some 
parts not so. This celestial seven-fold Ganga is widely known * 
oyer the three worlds.®® Rdkshasas resiJe on Hifnayat, Gu* 
hyakaa on Hemakuta, and serpents and Nagas on . Nishadha, 
and ascetics or Qokarna.®^ The Cweta mountains are* sai^ to 
be the abode of the celestials and the Asuras. The Oan- 


THk sacred stream Gaiig& is believed to have three currents. Ii/ 
heaven^he current is called Maiuhikini ; on earth, it^ss called Oang^ ; 
and in the a«ib-terraneou8 world it is called 

i 'Hie Bengal text*, excepting the Burdwau one, mcorrfctly read 
Cakram for Sat ram . — T 
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•dharvaa alwajrs reside on Nishadha, mid the regenerate 
on Nila The* mountains of Cringavat also are re)|[arded as 
the re^rfc of the celestials.** 

• . . « *Ttfese then, O great kingf are the seven VarsJuM of the 
world as they are divided. Diverse creatures, mobile* and 
immobile, are placed in them all.** Diverse kinds of pros^ 

• perity, both providcntisft and human, are noticeable in them.** 
They*are incapable of being counted. Those desirous, however, 
of their *own good believe (all this).** *I have now told thee of 
that delic^htful region (of land) of the form of a hare about 
which thou hadst asked me. At the extremities of that region 
ere the two FHrs/rew, viz, one on the north and the other on 
the south. Those two also have now been told to thee.** Then 
jkgain the two islands Ndga-dtvijni and Ka^i/apa-dwipa are 
the two ears of this region of the from of a hare. The beauti* 
ful mountains of Malaya, O king, having rocks like plates of 

•copper, form another (prominent) part of Jamvudwipa that 

^ making its shape resemble *a hare.' 

« • 


Section VII. 

''Dhritara^htra said, — ‘Tell me, O Sanjaya, O thou of great 
int^ligenqje, pf the regions to the north dnd the east side of 
Meru, as also of the mountains of Malyavat, in detail.i-^ 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘On the south of the Nila mountain and 
the northern side of Meru are the sacred Northern Kv/m»» 
Oaking, ^which a^e the residence of the Suldhaa,* The trees 
there bear sweet fruits, and are always covered with hruits and 
•flowers. All the flowers (there) are fragrant, and the fruits, of 
excellent tAste.* Some of the trees, again, O king, yield 
fruits according to (the) will (of the plucker). There are 
again some other trees, O king, that are called milk-yield^ 
*ing^ These always yield milk and the six different kinds of 


The correct«reading is Odiim^nti, Many of the Bengal ttfsts in- 
correctly which is unmeaning. — T. 

^ ^ Nasj|' the Bengal texts ineorrectfy read) Merorapyafitar^m for 

JjferoratAo4eatifT^^T. 
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IbtiA of hhe taste of Awritm itself. Tbqpe trees also 3 riel^ 
elodis aaS in their fruits are ornaments (for the use of laan).* 
The entire land abounds with fine golden sands. A portion of 
the region there, extremely delightful, is seen to be {^oasdSBed 
of the radiance of the ruby or diamond, c»r of the lapiB Utzu^ 
or other jewels and gem&* All the seasons there are agrees 
able and nowhere does the land heconte miry, O king.*"^ The 
tanks are charmlnj?, delicious, and full of crystal water.-f* • The 
men bom there have dropped from the world of the celestials.}* 
All are of pure birth and all are extremely handsome in appear- 
ance. There twins (of opposite sexes) are born and the women 
resemble Apsaras in beauty.® The}" drink the fnilk, sweet as 
Amrita, of those milk-yielding trees (already mentionetl)! And 
the twins born there (of opposite sexes) grow up equally.^® Butl\ 
possessed of equal beaury, both endued with- similar virtues, 
and both equally dressed, both grow up iu love like, O monarch, 
a couple of chakra vaktis,^^ The people of that country aro» 
free from ilhicss and are always cheerful. Ten thousand and 
ten hundred years‘® they live, O king, and never abandon one 
another. A class of birds called Bharunda^ furnisBed with* 
sharp beaks and possessed of great strength,^* take thenrup* 
when dead and throw them into mountain caves.* I have now 
described lo thee, O king, the Northern Kurusibriefly.*S 

*I will now describe to thee the eastern side of Meru 
duly. Of all the regions there, the forethost, O king, is called 
BhadrS,<;wa,** where is a large forest of Bhadra-^dlas^ m ^Iso 
a huge tree called Kdldmra, This Kdld'j^ra, *0, king,* is 
always graced with fruits and flowers.§** That tree again is 
* • 

, * This sloka begiuuing with mani and ending with prah/ftlm is omitted 
in tiie Bombay text I don’t think rightly. If anything that seems to 
he a repetition is to be omitted, half the Mahdbhdrata as it now exists^ 
would then have to be pronounced not genuine. — T. * 

t This line is omitted, without any reason, in the Burdwan text. — T. 

} jf. ^ “have fallen away from a celestial state.” — T. ^ ^ 

13, the Bengal texts read BhaydnukCi^ for mahWoalat^ii 15, 
nmrdkddbhiBkekcts for PurvdbAishekas is substituted in the Bombay text. 
In IS Maim the Bomba|r text |^eads Cubhas for dfi^mas, ^ There are some 
miiior discrepancies fro|p 13 to 1-6 wlycUeiced not be noticed.— 
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Ik YojCLKtQ, id heij^ht ^nd is ftdored bjp the SidMiM and >tha 
Cfidre^TMs. The men there am all of a white ^o^plexioh^ 
endued witfi great energy, and possessed of great strengtk^^ 
The Vonfen are of the oomplexito of lilies, very beaatiful, and 
agreeable to sight. Possessed of the radiance of the moon,* 
and white as the moon, their faces are as the fall moon.^^ 
Their bodies again are al cool as the rays of the moon, and 
they dre alf accomplished in singing atwl dancing. The periotl 
of human life there, O bull of Bbarata's race, is ten thousand 
years.^^ Drinking the juice o( the Kdldmra they continue 
youthful for ever. On the south of Nila and the north of 
STishadha,*® ttfere is a huge Jamvu tree that is etemah Ador- 
ed by *thc SuMJms and the Ohdranas, that sacred tree granteth 
fvery wlsh.*‘ After the name of that tree this division hath 
ever been called Jamm^vripa, O bull of Kiarata’s race, a 
thousand and a hundred Yqjanas^^ is the height of that 
prince of trees, which touches the very heavens, O king of 
men ! Two thousand and* live hundred cubits** measure the 
circumference of a fruit of that tree which bursts when ripe. 
In falling Upon the earthy these fruits make a loud noise,*^ and 
theft pour out, O king, a silvery juice on the ground. That 
juice of the Jamvu, becoming, O king, a river, and passing 
circuitously round Meru, cometh to the (region of the) North- 
ern Kurus. If the juice of that fruit is quaffed, it conduces 
to peace of mind. No thirst is felt ever after, O king 1 
Decrepitude never weakens them. And there a species of gold 
called J^m^uTKi^ and used for celestial ornamenia,**'** very 
brillian.t and like the complexion of Indragopaka insect^ is 
produced. The men born there are of the complexion of the 
tnorning suo.** 

*On the summit of Malyavat is always seen, O pii of 
Bbf^ta’s race, the fire called Samvartaka which blaaeth forth 
at'the end of the Tuga for the destruction of the universe.** 
On M&ly^at'^ summit towards the east are many small 
metA'tuns, and JUlyavat, O king, nseasures elevefi t^ou- 
r. ..f , _ ^ — 2 

The Bengal te** have Ck^tndkrUbhaia. tor ckanckvpnibia. The 

differenced* no| mnterial.— T. 
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iMiiHlt The men born theire are of tbe . oomplexioa^ 

oS g 0 ld* * And they are all fayen from the region of JBral^num 
at^i are utterers of Brahma?^ ^Bdargo the severest of 

asoetie austerities, and their arital seed is drawn up. • Fo|^ the « 
protection of creatures they all enter thesun.*’ Numl^ering 
fixtysix thousand, they proceed in advance of Aruna^ sur- 
rounding the' sun.^^ Heated with th^ sun’s rays for sixtysix, 
thousand years they then enter the lunar disc/ • 


Section VIIL 

^‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Tell me truly, O Sanjaya, the names 
of all the Yarshas, and of all the mountains, and also* of afl 
those that dwell on those mountains.'* 

^‘Sanjaya said, — ‘On the south of Cweta and the north oT 
Nishadha, is the Varsha called Romana^a. The men that are 
born there* are all of white complexions, of good parentage^j 
and handsome features. And the men born there arc also all 
without enemies.* And they live, O king, •for eleven thou-* 
sand and five hundred years, being ever of cheerful hearts.* 
On the south of Nishadha is the Varsha called Hirahtijaya 
where is tbe river called Hiranwati.* There, Q king, liveth 
that foremost of biwls named Garuda. And the jpeople there, 

O monarch, are all followers of the Takshas, wealthy, and of 
handsome features.* And, O king, the men there are endued 
with great strength and have cheerful hcarta And they live 
for twelve thousand and five hundred years, O Aing, wfijch 
is the measure of their lives. The mono tains of <3ringavafc, 

O ruler of men, have three beautiful Summits.^"® One oi 
these is made of jewels and gems ; another is very wonderfiy,* 
being made of all kinds of gems and adorned with palatial 
.mansions.* There the self-luminous lady named Candili 
always liveth. On the north of Cringavat and up to the *mar- 
•gent of the sea, O king,*® is the Yarsha called Airavat. 

I- 1 -, I I.,,.,., -I.. . ,11 II I I , 

the Bttrdwan and the Bombay editio»B read Fanchmhat (fire ^ 
and sfx). The Benga^ texts generally liave pancbdQCLt (tl£ty).--aT, 






m 

jLud because fchiB jjeweUed is tfaete, tbere&M ili 

ibis TaraA<l%Qf>enar to aiU* mu giveth m hei^ tliii^ 

and the men are not subject to decaj.*^ And the ultpdti 
^ there* w{th the stars, becoming the only source of lights 
cover^th (the firmament). Possessing the radiance and eom^ 
plexion of the lotus, and endued with eyes that resemble 
c .lotus-petals/* the men horn there have the fragrance of the 
lotua« Witli winkless eyes, and agreeable scent (emanating 
from th^ir bodies), they go without food and have their senses 
under control.^* They are all fallen from the region of the 
celestials, and are all, O king, without sin of any kind. And 
they live, O monarch, for thirteen thousand years, that being, 
O best of the Bharatas, the measure of their lives. And so 
on the north of the milky ocean, the Lord**"** Hari of 
unlimited puissance dwelleth on his car made of gold. That 
vehicle is endifbd with eight wheels, with numerous super- 
patural creatures stationed on it, and having the speed of the 
mind.^* And its complexfon is that of hre, and it is endued 
^*with mighty energy and adorned with Jdmvtmada gold. He 
, is the Lord of all creatures, and is possessed, O bull of Bhara- 
jta*s, Yace, of every kind of prosperity.*’ In him the universe 
merges (when dissolution comes), and from him it again 
emanates ^wl^u the creative desire oeh^is him). He is the 
actor, and it is He that makes all others act. He, O monarch, 
is earth, water, space, air, and fire. He is Sacrifice s self unto 
all creatures, and fire is His mouth T 

^Vaioampayanj, continued. — “The high-souled king Dhrita* 
r^htra, thus addressed by Sanjaya, became, O monarch, ab- 
^rbed in meditation about his sons.** Bndued with great 
anei?|jy, he then, hating reflected, said these words -‘Without 
doubt. O Sutas son, it is Time that destroyeth the univ^ee.^ 
And it is Time that again create th everything. Nothing here 
* is eternal. It is Nara and N&rayana, endued with omniecieooe, 

The edition r6*^8 Tdsmdi^gringamatds pararn^ The Ben* 

gal teltft read param. The Bengal rea^hug ie^, better* 

j Thte Asiatic SocieCj^'^s edition 43 ointain« a misprint. The meaning is, **Be^ 
cause CHnaa (Jewelled *inoiin tain of that name) therefore superior.”. T 
have readai:^||Cfiomewhat freely,— T. 
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4AuMb d^Atroyefcfa all cre%tura&^ The gede eq»eal( of him ef 
YoMnmitha (of intmeaBurable {missanoe), wbile^ men eelt Hua 
VMmu (one that perpadeth the Univerae) !’ 


Secttiok IX. 

'^DhriiaHUhtra said, — ^Tell me traly (O Sanjaya) of tht& 
Varaha that is called after Bharata, where this seftseless force 
hath been collected, in respect of which this my soh Duiyo-- 
dhana hath been so very covetous, which the sons of Kndu 
also are desirous of obtaining, and in which my mind too 
sinketh ! O, tell me this, for thou art, in my judgment, endued 
with intelligence.**"* • 

^‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Listen to me, O king ’ f ne sons of Pandu 
are not covetous about this country. On the other hand, 
it is Dur}'odhana that is covetous, aod^ Cdkuni the son of 
Suvala,* as also many other Kshatriyas who are rulers of pro- 
vinces, and who being covetous of this country are not able 
to bear one another.* I will no%v tell thee, O thou of Bhamta’s 
race, of the tract of land known by Bharata’s nam*e. This 
land is the beloved one of Indra, and, O thou of Efhkrata^s 
race, this land, O monarch, that is called after Bharata, is also 
the beloved land Manu the son of Vivaswat, of Prithu, of 
Vainya, of the high-souled Ikshkkn, of Tayati, of Amvarisha, 
of Mandhktri, of Nahusha, of Muchukunda, of Civi the son of 
U 9 inara, of Rishabha, of Ila, of king Nriga, of Ku^ika, O in- 
vincible one, of the high-souled Oadhi, of Spmaka, O irrepres- 
sible one, and of Dwilipa, and also, O monarch, of many other • 
mighty Kshatriyas ! I will now, O chastiser of foes, desexihu 
to thee that country as I have heard of it •“* Listen toine* 6 
king, as I speak of what .thou hast asked me. Mahendra, 
Malaya, Sahya, Cuktimat, Rikshavat,** Vindhya, and Piripatra, 
— tbese seven are (the) Kula-mountainsf (of BhSrata-vdrahd). 
Besides these, O king, there are thousands o^ mountains^* 
that%re unknown, of hard make, huge, and having e^ellent 

' . . I 

They are but portions of the same Supr^e^ing. — T. 

J e, mountaiut furmifg boundaries of divisions.* — T« 
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yalleys. Besides these there are many oth^ smaller 
tains inhabited by barbarous tribea** Aiyans and Jfle06&as» 
O Kaura^yir, and many races, O lord, mixed of the two 6le«i 
•ment#, daink the waters of the «following rivers, ete, magiit- 
iieien^ Gangi., Sindhu, and Saraswati of Ood&vari, and 
Narmada, and that large river called V&hud& ; of Catadru, 
• and ChandrabhSgSi, and the large river called Tamuni of 
Drishadwati* and Yipiei, and Yipipa, and Sthulavalukt ; of 
the river Vetravati, and that other one called Krishna-vennaL** 
of Iravati, and Yitasti, and Payoshni, and DevikB ; of Yeda* 
smritk, and Yedavati, and Tridiva, and Ikshnmalavi of 
Karishini, and Ohitravahi, and the river called ChitrasenB; of 
Gomatf, and Dhutapapa, and the large river called GkmdakiTf 
of Kau(;iki, and oj^ischita, and Kirtyi., and Nichita, and Loha* 
t^rini *4 of Rah^i, and Catakumbhh, and also Sarayu of 
Charmanwati, anR Vetravati, and Hastisotn^, and Di^a;! of 
t|ie river called Caravati, and Venna, and Bhimarathi of 
Kaveri, and Chnluka, and Ytni, and Catavala ; of Niviri, and 
^^ahila, and Supr^tyosya, O king of Pavitrk, and Kundala, 

, and Rajasi, and Puramalini ; of Purvabhiri.ma, and Yir&, 
i^nd Bhima, and Oghavati of Palir;ini, and Papahara, and 
MahendrSl, andi Fatalavati ; of Karishini, and Asikni, and the 
large^ rivcr^Ks^achira ;** of Makari, and Pravara, and Mcn&, 
and Hcma, and Dhritavati ; of Purkvati, and Anush na, and 
Saivya, and Kapi, O Bharata ;** of Sadanirft, and AdhrishyS, 
and thc^might 3 % stream Ku 9 adhiLi^ ; of Sadakanta, and CivB, 
and« Viravati;** Yastu, and Suvastu, and Kampani. with 

‘Hiranwati ; of YarS, and the mighty river Panchami of 

€ 

t , I ■■.■■■ . n , 

The Bo]i4>a7 text^ reads ‘Tkshulft and Krimi” for ^Tkahuinftlavi” 
occuring in the Bengal texts. ^T. • 

f The Bengal texts have Oxndakincka inahtinadim. The Bombay 
reads VandanaTicha mahd/nadim with a cha immediately before^ 
The Burdwan Pundits read Ckandandncha mah&nadim. — ^T. 

X The BomJ^ay t^xt reads Trtditfd for NUckUd ; this is incorrect, for 
'T^ufivdsoccurs in the Bombay text itself a little before. The* name 
’ I^hoAdtinx occurs ia variou's forma — ^T. 

^ % For Hfeiravdei thti Bengal ^xts read Okandrcxbhd^, Hot}) Ckam^ 

Vetrtxvalif however, occur befoVe. — T. * 


KflMiAllA PAAVJI.] 


mtmuA fjAwl 


91 

UalikmahiiM, md Jyotir%tb9» fmd' ap4 Kapu^nllix 
of tJpe]3fl|r&, atnd Tahuli, and Kuehir&i l^nd ^Mcidfaqvthiai fr 
of Tinadi ; and Pinjala, and Vena, and the great isirer Tfonga^ 
vena; of Vidi 9 a, and ELrishnaiVena, and Tamr^ and^apila 
of^Calu* and Suvatn&, and Veda^wa, and the mighty 
Han<;ri.v&; of Cighra, and Picchal&, and the river fihara* 
dw&ji of the river Kau^iki, and ^Coiia, and CtiandramS^ ; 
of DurgSLmantra^ila, and Brahma- voddby a, and Yi*ihadvati 
of Tavaksha, and Rohi, and Yamvunadi ; of Siyiasa, and 
TamasS., and Dasi, and Vasa, and Varuna, and Asi of Nila, 
and Dhritimati, and the mighty river Parna^a ; of Tamasi, and 
VrishalTha, and Brahma-meddhya, and Vrihad^hani.** These 
and many other large rivers, O king, such as Sadaniram%}^k, aftd 
Krishnk, and Mandaga, and Mandavahini and Brahniani, 
and Mahagonri, and Durga, O Bharata ; anci, Chitropala, awd 
Chitraratha, and Manjula, and Vahini and Mandakini, and 
Yaitarani, and Ko 9 a, and Mahanadi ; * and Cuktimati, and 
Anangi., and Pusbpaveni, and Utpalavati andLohityi., ancl 
Karatoyl, and Vrishasahbhaya ; and Kurnari* and Rishiki\Jlyar, 
and Marisha, and Saraswati and Mandakini, an^ Supunyp/ 
and Sarvasanga, O Bharata, are all* mothers of the universe, ’ 
and productive of great merit 1** Besides these, there are 
rivers, by hundreds and thousands, that are not known (by 
names), 1 have now recounted to thee, O king, dll the^rivers 
as far as I remember !**’ 

** 'After this, listen to the names of the provinces as I 
mention them.'!* Tney are the Kuru-Fanchalas^ the Calwas, 

* It is impossible in the above list to notic^, without largely swotl. 
ipg the notes, all the discrepancies of reading that occur in the .various 
texts. Many of the names given in one edition would not agree with 
^ose giyen in another. Considering, again, that most of these names 
are not capable of identihcatioii, the selection of the right reading i% 
exceedingly difficult. — T. * 

f In Sanskrit, the provinces are called after the people or tribe in- 
tiabitihg them ; thus Magodhxi is frequently mentioned as *^the«country 
of tfie MaffodhasJ’ So also, it is not the king of M^ffodha but the^Jcing* 
of the ff4Mgadha», The names below, therefo^, are all names of tribei^ 
an^not places. — T. < 








Madreya^, the Jiogalas,** CaiRaeiias. the Kaliegee* IlMi 
Yodhas, the lCafas» t^e Matsyas^ the Sakutyaa, the Sevualyaa, 
the Kun talas, the Kac;i-ke 9 alas,** the Chedia, the jEarosliaai 
•the Bhoj^a, the Siiidhus, the Fulindakaa, the Uttaixiaa, the 
na 9 arnas, the Mekalas, the XJtkalaa the Panch&ls% t^e 
Kau^ijas, the Naikaprishthaa, the Dhurandharas ; the Sodhaa» 
^ the Madrabhujingas, th^ Kac^is, aad the further-Ka^ia the 
Jathar^, th^ Kukuras, the Da^krnas, O Bharata ; the Kiantts^ 
the Avaatis, and the further Kuntis the Gomantas, the 
Maadakas^ the Shaudas, tite Vidarbhas, the Rupavkhikas ; the 
A^wakas, the Pau(;urashtra8, the Ooparashtras, aud Karityae 
the Adhirjays, {he Kuladyas, the Mallarashtras, the Keralaa* 
thh Vk^atra(;y as, the Apavabas, the Cnakras, the Vakratapas^ 
the Cakus the Yidehas, the Magadhas, the Swakshas, the 
Malayas, the Vijayas ; the Angas, the Vangas, the KalingaSy 
the Yakrillomaii*;^* the- Mallas, the Sudellas, the Prahradas, 
the k^hikas, trie Ca(;ika8 ; the Valriikas, the Vatadhauas, the 
Abhiras, the Kalajoshakas the Aparantas, the Parantas, the 
Pah^abhas, the Cbarmamaudalas ; the Atavi^ikharas, the 
!Ai[^fubhiU£^, O sire the Upavirttas, the Auupavritlas, the 
Surasbatras, Kekayas ; thd Kuttas, the Maheyas, the Kakshas, 
the Sainudranishkutas the Andhras, and, O king, many 
hilly tribes, and 'many tribes residing on lauds lying at the foot 
of tb^ hills,* and the Angam^lajas, aud the Mauavaujakas 
the Mahyuttas, the Pravisheyas, aud the Bhargavas, O king ; 
the Puudras, the Bnargas, the Kiraias, the Sudeshnas, aud 
the Yamuuas the Cakas, the Nishadas, the Nisbadbas, the 
Auartas, the Nairicas, the Durgalas, the Pratimasyaaii the 
!l^untalas, and the Ku^alas the Tiragralias, the Ijakas, the 
Kauyakaguuas, the T^labharas, the Samira^, the Maduumattas^ 
the Sukaudakas the Ka(;mira8, the Sindh u-sauviras, the 
Gandharvas, aud the Dar^akas; the Abbisaras, the Utulaa^ 
Xke Offtivaiaa, «^d the Vaihikus the Darvis, the Vauavidar* 
vas, the YatagaR, the Amarathas, and the Uragas ; the Vkbu* 
Vik^bas^ the the Sudamanaa, the Sumkllikas the 

'Yadhras, the |G^ishaka8, the Kaiiudaa» and the Upatyakaa; 

Yktkyatiili the Romauas, and the Ku^aviudas^* the 
tka^^alakacchas, the Kun^rarnak£t^ ; the Kirktas, 





ute l^ilNndnu^ tlu^ S&iAiiii, Tlii<bili^» aii4^®0 
lilNaiif* Ih# AwAm, atm Tmndmi, the dhStlketee, ieiaj^ Hie 
IMhretijrae, O ebm ! 

*1?liere are other kiegddMiB, O bull of BbiuteM^ xlibe* ihf 
the fiOtttb**^ They are the D^hvidas, the Keralas, tli^ 
i^hjraA, the Muahikas, and the Yaiiavaehikas ; the KErn&tal^, 
the M&hsshakas, the Vikalpas, ax^ also the Mushahas ;*! • 
the Jhillikas, the Kuntalas^ the ^auhridas, and the NalakEn* 
aeas; the Kankutakces, the Cholas, and the Mala^niftas 
the Samangas, the Kanakas, the Kukkuras, and the Angara* 
xn&rishas ; the Samangas, the Karakas, the Kukuras, the 
AngEras, the MErishas ; the Dhwajinis, the Utoavas, tltflSan- 
ketas, the Trigartas, and the CElwasenis ;** the Yakas, tke 
Koicaiakas, the Pashtris, and the Samavef^ava 9 as ; the Yin- 
dhyachiilakas, the Pulindas, and the Yalkalas*,*^ the MElav&, 

the Yallavas, the futher-Yailavas, the Kidindas, the Kala- 

* • 

vas, the Kuu takas, and the Karatas the Mrishakas, tl^e 
Tanavalas, the Saniyas ; the Alindas, the Pa9ivatas, the 
Tanayas, and the SulEnayas the Bishiluus the Yidarbha^, 
the Kakas, the Tauganas, and tne farther-Tanganaa * Among 
the tribes of the north are the Miecchas, and the *Eiruras, 
Q best of the Bharatas ;** the Yavanas, the Clynas, the Kam* 
'fojas, the Darunas, and many Mleceha tribes ; the Sukrit* 
vahas, the Kulatthas, the Hunq^ and the Para!kka8 ** the 
Bamanas, the Chinas, and the Da9amalikas. These conn* 
tries are, besides, the abodes of many Kshatnya, Yai 9 ya, and 
Cudra tribes.** Theli^gain there are the Cudr^-abhiraf^ the 
Daradas, the Ka 9 miras, ted the Pattis ; ^he Kh1i9iras, the ^ 
AntaohEras, ^the Phalhavas; and the Chri*gahl>haras ;*^ the 
Atreyas, Uie Bhar^^wEjas, tli^ Stanapoahikas, tjie Poshakps; 
the Kalingas, and diverse tribes of 9||^||^jias ;** the Tomaras, 
the HansamErgas, and the Karaman j aka^» These and other 
kingdoms are on the east and the north. to* 

them briefly 1 have told thee all !** Earth, if its^esouroeii are 
properly developed according to its qualities ajK proq^ese, 
Ukolao ev6r*yielding* cow, from ^bic^ ,^^^old flrpita 

' JTTTTOJJinw'W^ “ 
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of virtue, aad pleasure^ may be.milked.^^ Bravie:^iilj^ 

conversant with virtue and profit have become eovetoue 
Earth. Endued with activity, they would even caat^away thiir 
lives itp battle, from hunger of frealth.*^ Earth ia certainly 
the refuge of creatures endued with eelestial bodies as also of 
creatures endued with human bodies.* Desirous of enjoying 
.Earth, the kings, O ehief^^of the Bharatas, have become like' 
dogs th^t snc^ch meat* from * one another. Their ambition is 
unbouAlded, knowing no gratification.^^*”’® It is for this that 
the Kurus and the Pandavas are striving for possession of 
Earth, by negotiation, disunion, gift, and battle, O Bharata !’* 
If Ea(g(b be wel) looked to, it becometh the father, mother* 
children, firmament, and heaven, of all creatures, O bull among 
men r 


Section X. 

'Dhritarashtra said, — ‘T^U me, O Sanjaya, of- the period 
nf life, the strength, the good and had things, the future, 
)pfst, and present, of the residents, O Suta, of this Vareha of 
* Bharata, and of the Haimavat-varsha, as also of Hari-varsha, 
ifi detaU 

'"Sanjaya said, — *0 bull of Bharata’s ra^, four Tugas set 
in BUhrata’S Varsha, viz^ Krita, Tretd, Dwapara, and KaLi^ 
The Yv>ga that sets in first is Tretd, O lord ! After expiry of 
Tretd comes Dwdpara ; and after that, last of all, sets in 
Kali,* * Four thousand years, O best of the Kurus, are 
— : 1 — 4 — 

■f ^ ^ 

• * NilaJ^antha explaifis this in this way. The gods depend on saeri* 
iepe pecformsd^by humaa beings ; and as regards human beings, tbetir 
food is s^plied by the Earth. The superior and inferior creatures^ 
therefore, are aU supported by the Earth ; the Earth then is Iheir 
^ refuge. The word Earth in these dok€u is sometimes used to signify 
the world and ^ome^^ea the element of that name. — ^T. 

* t I Vender the last line a little too freely. If the saying is intfpded 
to fie general, the ^imlation should run thus to this day 

has b^ no man whose desires can be ^ted.”-uT. 


f#ofa>i^ed m the moeeure^of life^'^O beat of kitiga, in the Kr^ 
ej^h.^ « Three^thouaand yeavs is the p^od in 2Vetd» O wleat ; 
of fiien, At preront, in Dwc^ara, persons live eh Earth fot 
two thousand years/ In Kajf% however, O bull of^Bharata's* 
raeei there is no fixed limit of life's measure, in so muab 
that men die while in the womb as also soon after 6irth/ 
In the age, O king, men are l^rn and beget children, ^ 

by hundreds and thousands, that are of great streng^th andl 
great power, endued • with the , attribute of great* wisdom, 
and possessed of wealth and handsome features. In that age 
are born and begotten M\ini& endued with wealth of ascet- 
icism, Capable of great exertion, possessed of .high souls, and 
virftious, and truthful in speech. The Ksbatriyas al^, boT'n 
in that age, are of agreeable features, able-bodied, possessed 
of great energy, accomplished in the use of J;,he bow, highly 
skilled in battle, and exceedingly brave. !« fhe Trtia age, 
O king, all the Kshatriya kings were emperors ruling from sea 
to sea.®~“ In Tretd are begotten brave Kshatiryas not subject 
to any one, endued with long lives, po^essed of herqism; 
and wielding the bow in battle with great skill. Wh^* 
Dwdpra sets in, O king, all the (four) orders born •hpcome 
capable of great exertion, endued with great energy, an3 
desirous of conquering one another.*® . The men born in Kali, 

O king, are endued with little energy, highly wrafthful, •cove- 
tous, and untruthful.** Jealousy, pride, an^er, deception, 
malice, and covetousnuss, O Bharata, are the atttributes of 
creatures in the Kali age.** The portion that reibaiiis, O 
king, of this the Dwdpara age, is smallf O rulefr of men* 
The Varaha known as Haimavata is superior to Bharat £^- 
yarsha, while Harivarsha is superior tc^ Haimavatvarsha, ii% 
respect of all qualities.’ ”*• 


S ^ 

* ^Tbis doka is omitted in^the^ombay text, without re^on. — T. 




SEcmoii XI. 
Bhumi Pawcf. 


•'JihritSa’ishtra said,— Thou hast, O SaDjaya» duly dmwJ^ 
ed JaiUvu-khaada to me. Tell me now its dime]isioii$ 
extent truly Tell me also, O Sanjaya, of the extent of the 
'oQoau, of Cakadwipa, anii Ku 9 adwipa* of CJalmalidwipa and 
E>aun^£^wipa, truly and wituout leaving anything, and tell 
me also. O son of Qavalgani, of Baku and Shoma, and 
Siirya 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘There are, O king, many islands, with 
which the Earth is expanded. I will describe to thee, how-* 
ever, only seven islands, and the moon and the sun, and the 
planet (Rdhu)y also.^ The Jamvu mountain, O king, extends 
for full eighteen ^thousand and six hundred Tojanas.* The 
extent of the salt oceaii is said to be twice this. That ocean 
i^ covered with many kingdoms, and is adorned with gems 
and corala* It is, besides, decked with many mountains that 
we variagated with metals of diverse kinds. Thickly peopled 
* by Sidcjas and Chdranas,^ the ocean is circular in form.^ 

• “'I will now tell thee truly of Cakadwipa, O Bharata ! 
Listen to me, O son <if Kuru^s race, as I describe it to thee 

r 

duly H That inland, O ruler of men, is of twice the extent 
of Jamvudwipa. And the ocean also, O great king, is of 
twice the extent of that island.* Indeed, O best of the Bha* 
rata% (Xkadwipa is surrounded on all sides by the ocean* 
Th^ kingdoms the^e are full of righteousness, and the men 


* there never die.^* famine take place there ? The 

;^ople are all endued with forgiveness and great energy. I 
now, 0*bull of feharata's race, given thee duly a 
description of Cakadwipa. What else, O dost 


• wish to hear ?"** * ^ ^ 

*‘Dhritarftshtra said, — ‘Thou hast given me* O Sanjaj^ a 
description C^adwipa in bnef. O thou that art possessed 
of gr^kt wisdom, tell me'now everything in detail truly 


The Bombly tex'i Kimamyat Kathaydmi te. The# Bengal 

Irmwiing IS T. 
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^ ' BBISBIU PAa,iik. . 

' 1* ^ 

^^iijayA fiaid,«^'In tli^ island/ O king, tliere^ are aeven^ 
meiliifteiiiB that are decked with jewda an^ that are minca ef 
geiane and preeiana atones. There are many rivers also in 
that island. Listen to me as I recount their nath^a.^** 
thing therti, O king, ia excellent and delightful. The finrt 
of these mountains is called Meru. It is the abode oi the 
gods, Rishist and Oandharvaa.^^ J'he next mountain, O ^ 
king, is caUed Malaya streching towards the east, alt is ^there 
that the clouds are generated gnd it is thence that they^disperse ‘ 
on all sides.^* The next, O thou of Kuru*s race, is the large 
mfuntain called Jaladhara.* Thence Indra daily taketh water 
of the bhst quality.'* It is from that water^ that we get 
showers in the season of rains, O rules of men ! Next Qpmeth 
the high mountain called Raivataka, over which, in the firaia- 
nient, hath been permanently placed the constellaion called 
RevatL This arrangement hath been made by the Grandsire 
himself. On Xhe north of this, O great* king, is the large 
mountain called Cyama.'^*** It hath the splendour of newly- 
risen clouds, is very high, beautiful and of bright body. And* 
since the hue of those mountains is dark, the people l^siding 
there are all dark in complexion, O king I’*® • » 

**Dhritar§.shtra said, — *A great doubt ariseth^in my mind* 
O Sanjaya, from what thou hast said. Why, O Suta's son, 
would the people there be of dark complexions ?'“• * * • 

‘*Sanjaya said, — 'O great king, in all islands, O son of 
Kuru’s race, men may be found that are fair, and those that 
are dark, and those also that are produced by a union* of *the 
fur and the dark races.*^ But because the people th<Are are all 
daA, therefore is that mountain called the Dark Mountain.-f*^ 
After this, O chief of the Kurus, Is the Isgge mountain called * 
DurghQaila.*® And then cometh the mountain called Ke^an. 
The breezes that blow from that mountain are all charged with 

— — , 

* The Bombay text’ reads Tatcu parma ; the Bengal reading is TaJtiu 

I adopt the former. — T. 

t 9he last line of the Slst gloAa and the first line of the Sfml are 
read o^^wise in the Bengal tests. , I have ad ted the, pombay read* ' 
ing.— Tr. 
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^(ordcriferotV^) ef&uvis. The measure »of eaeb of these mehdl^ 
IftiDs^is double liiat of the one mentioned immediately^ betbieu*^ 
O thou of Kura’s race, it hath been said by the wise thhll 
ther^ ara se^en Varshas in that»island. The Varsha of Metu 
is called Mahaka^a ; that of the water-giving ( Malaya ) 
called Kumudottara.^^ The Varsha of Jaladhira is called 
Sukumara ; while that qf Raivataka is called KaumEra ; and 
of Cy^ma, ManikEnchana.** The Varsha of Ke^ara is cal1<^ 
Mandakk ei^d that called after J;hc next mountain is called 
MahEpumEn. In the midst of that island is a large tree called 
P<ika, In height and breadth the measure of that tree « is 
equal to that pf the Jamtm true in Jamvudwipa. Xnd the 
fCeopI^ there always adore that treo.****^ There in that 
island are many delightful provinces where Civa is worshipped. 
End thithjjj^ repair the SLddas, the Charanas, and the celes- 
tials.** The people there, O king, arc virtuous, and all the 
four orders, O Bbarata, arc devoted to their respective occu- 
pations. No instance of thc^t can be seen there.®® Freed from 
deqrepitude and ^eath, and gifted with long life, the people 
there, 0*king, grow like rivers during the season of rains. 
The •rivers there are full of sacred water, and Ghtn gE herself, 
distributed as^he hath been into various currents, is there. 
Sukumari, aT\d KumEri, and SetE, and KEveraka,*' and MabE- 
nad? O^Kauravya, and the river ManijalE, and Chakshiis, 
and the river Vardhanika, O thou best of the Bharatas,’*— 
these and many other rivers by thousands and hundreds, all 
of saerqd water, are there, O perpetuator of Kuru’s race, 
from which VaAva drawetb water for showering it as rain ’** 
Jt is impossible to® recount the names and lengths of those 
livers. All^f thenaare foremost of rivers and sin-cleansing.** 
As heard by all men, there, in that island of CEka, are four 
sacred provinces* They are the Mrigas, the Ma9aka8, 
•MEnEsaa, and the Mandagas.®* The Mrigas for the most 
are BrEhamanas devoted to the occupations of their order# 
Amopgst l^e Ma^akas are virtuous Kshatriyas granting {unto 
Bijkbmanas) every wish (entertained by them).** The MEnasas, 
O king, live •by foliowing the duties of the Vai 9 yr oijler. 
Saving c^cry wish of theirs gratified, they are also brave ahd 
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derated to virtue a^d profit.*^ The MaiicUt^;w are ell 
biufire Oudriis of virtuous behaviour* I» "these provinogs. Of 
xupnarch, there is no king, no punishment, no person that 
deserves to be punished.^ Conversant with the di^tateg of 
4uty, they are all engaged in the practice of their respeotivei 
duties and protect one another. This much is capable of being 
said of the island called Caka. Thi^ much also should be 
listened to about that island endued with great energy/ 


Section XIL 

"idanjaya said, — ‘O Kauravya, that which is hgard about the 
islands in the north, I will recount to thee, O great ^ingl 
listen to me now (Thither in the north) is the ocean whose 
water’s are clarified butter. Then is the oceai^ waters* 

are curds. Next cometh the ocean whose waters are "wine, and 
then is another ocean of water.^ The inlands, O king, are 
double in area of one another as J:hey proceed further and* 
further towards the north. And they ar^ surrounded, * 
king, by these oceans.-f*^ In the island that is in tb^ middle,, 
there is a large mountain called Goura made of red arstiuiic ; 
while on the western island, O king, is the mountain called* 
Krishna that is the* favourite (abode) of Narayana * There 
Ke 9 ava guardeth celestial gems (in profusion), aiiU thdbce, 
inclined to grace, he bestoweth happiness on creatures.* Along 
with the kingdoms there, O king, the (celestial) clump of 
ICtofa grass in Ku^adwipa, and the pal7nali tree in th^isl^d 
of Calmalika, are adored.* In the Krauncha •island also, t£e 
mountain called Maha<krauncha, that is a mine of all kinds of , 

* '■ - ' " T ' ■ ■ ' f ■' — 

< * Probably this mythical account of Cahatdwi'pa embodies some, 
vague tradition current in ancient India of some republic in Eastern Asia 
or Oeeanic A8iir(further east in the Pacific). Accustomed as the Hindua, 
were to kingly form of government, a government without a king would 
strike them exactly in the way described in the last two floras. — T. 

^ f Tift second line of the 3rd doka is read variously. The Bcmbay* 
edition*i|ioorrectly reads FarvatA^oka Ac., Ac. ; the Bengal reading ais 
Ac. The Bengal reading is better, although the tru#^ 
readiok> 1 apprehend, as EvmMstaii Ac., Ac.— T. 
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« • t 

is. O. king, always adwsd by i|l tbs fenr cfgAmmoi 
(There)» O moftareh* is tbe mountain called Ocmawlia.^^^ % 
bugs and ocnsists af^all* kimia of metals, and wfaareon 

• i^^eth.p mingling with those t^at haTe been emaiici|iatecl. Urn 
|»uissant N&rayana, otherwise called Hart, graced with jOMh 
peri^ and possessed of eyes like lotus leaves. In Ku^^wi^pd. 

, O king *of kings, ther^ is another mountain variegated with 
coral^.*"* and called after the name of that island itself* Thin 
« mountain is inaccessible and made of gold. Possessed of great 
splendour. O Kauravya. there is a third mountain there^tbat 
is called Kumida.*^ The fourth mountain is namedJPashpavati* 
and the fifth Ku^e^aya. The sixth is* called ECarigirk These 
dre t^e six principal mountains.*^ The intervening spaces 
between one another of these six mountains Increaseth in the 
tetioof one toiiwo as they proceed further and further towanfo 
the north. Thw first Varaha is called Audbhida : the second 
is Venumandala the third is called Suratha; the fourth is 
^nown by the name of Kswnvala. The fifth Varsha is called 

* I>britimat ; and tike sixth is named Prabhtkara.^* The seventh 
‘ JTarahu ,is called Kapila. These are the seven successive 

VarjfJtas. . In these, gods' and Oandkarvcts, and other creatures 
'of the univem/^ sport and take delight. In these VarskM 
the inhabitants never die. There. O king, are no robbers, nor 
an^ tribe# of Mlecchas,^* All the residents are alm^t white 
in complexion, and are very delicate, O king ! 

'As regards the rest of the islands. O ruler of men. I 
will r^ount^* all that hath been heard (by meX Listen. O 
monarch, with an attentive mind ! In the Krauncha island* 
,0 great king, thera is a large mountain called Krauncha.^ 
Next to Kraunch^ is Vkmanaka ; and next to V&mana is 
XndhakiralLa* And next to Andhakara,* O king, is that 
excellent of mountains called Mainaka.^* After Main&ki^;,, 

, monarch, is that best of mountains called Govinda ; 

Ctovinda. O king, is the mountain called Nivida.^^ O miiildi- 

« — 1— ^ - r gr ' -":","— 

' VSiairaaka and T&mana are the same words, the final ka b^mg a 
siitex caosiiig no 'dUFeietiee ok meaning. So Andhak&raka a%d A^ha- 
iilfa are Ihe eame. — T. 



tito lAtfrvMifig spftdiM raeiiVNili^r 

^ tlbiiii fiiwiitftiiis inereiwath ia tM fHilb olVaoa totw^ ;jf 

wSA tow Ml ttoe the ooeetarieB that Ua there. Ij^tea %o 

to I apeak of' them ^ The /egion near Kraniieha ^ia i^edl 

SiiQala ; that near Vimana is Manonuga^ The region neto ^ 

Ifanonuga. O perpetuatmr of Knru’s race, ia called ITshna.*^ 

44ter Uahna ia PrhTaraka ; and after JPr&Fara is Andbak&ralto* 

The oonatry after Aodhak&raka is named After* 

Ximideto the region .is called Dundubhiswana teeniing witb 

Siddhaa and ChdraTiaa- The people are almost white in 

complexion, O king.** All these countries, O monarch, are tha 

habitations of gods and Oandharvaa, In (the island of) Push* 

kara is a mountain called Pushkara that abounds witl^ jewels 

and gems There always dwelleth the divine Prajdpati bim* 

self. Him all the gods and great Riahis alw&^^s adore** with 

gxatifying words and worship reverently, Q^king ! Diverse 

gems from Jamvudwipa are used there.^* * In all these islands, 

O king, the Brahmacharyya, tri^th, and 8elf->control of th& 

dwellers, as also their health and periods qjf life, are in ^th» 

ratio of one to two as the islands are more and more* remote* 

• • 

(northwards). O king, the land in all those islands, O^Bhk- 
rata, comprises but one country,*^"** for that is said to bb 
one countiy in whioh one religion is met with. The Supreme 
Prajdpati himself, upraising the rod of chastisemeilt,** ai^vays 
dwelleth there, protec tine; those islands. He, O monarch, is 
the king. He is their source of bliss. He is the father, and 
He is the grand<father :*® He it is, O best of men, tlfat pro- 
teeteth all creattires there, mobile or immobile, (^oked food, ^ 
O Kauravya, cometh there of itself, and^^he creatures eat i^ 
daily, O mighty-armed one I After thes^ regions is seen a* 
habitation of the name of Samk.”*‘** It is of a Starry shape> 
hating four corners, and it hath, O king, tjiirtythree man- 
dtflaa. There dwell, O Kauravya, four princely* elephants * 
adored by all. They are, O best of the Bharatas, Vahtaaa, 
aad Aitovata, and another, and also Supratito, Ot king, wit^ 

* a 

' • 4 

i an elephant snppcrting taa i^nbe. * There are loaa 
* • e • ** 

eaeh m Biadu mythology or ten acyrding to eome aeeenafte.— 

[ 6 •] 
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cheeks and I do noj^ venture to ouIcq]^ ^ 

proportions of»thes& four elephanta Their length** 
and tkickness have for ever remained unascertained^f** 

, in those^ regions, O king, win^ blow irregularly { from a|l^ 
4irections. These are seized by those elejAants^* with the tips 
of th%ir trunks which are of the complexion of the lotus uim) 
endued with great splendour and capable of drawing up everj^* 
'thing in th^ way. And soon enough aOer seizing them thejr 
then alwpys let them out.*^ The winds, O king, thus let out 
by those respiring elephants, come over llie Earth and in con* 
sequence thereof creatures draw breath and live.*** 

“Dhritarashtra said, — *Thou hast, O Sanjaya, told mb every- 
thing ^bout the first subject very elaborately. Thou hast also 
indicated the positions of the islanda Tell now, O Sanjaya* 
about what reiqains 

- ‘'Sanjaya ss^, — 'Indeed, O great king, the islands have 
all been described to* thee. Listen now to what I truly say 
About the heavenly bodies aud about Swarbhknu, O chief of 
4he^ Kauravas, as^ regards its dimensions.** It is heard, O 
* king, that the planet Swarbhanu is globular. Its diameter is 
* tweli^e •thousand Yojanas,^^ and its circumference, because it 
is very large, is fortytwo thousand Ycjanaa, O sinless one,$ 
as said by the learned of olden times.** TJie diameteir of the 

* 7. e., with the jaice trickling down from tbeir cheeks and dOnth. 
In the season of rut, a peculiar kind of juice laaiiea from several parts 
of an elq^hant’s body. It is believed to be the UmporcU juice. The 
iBtronger ai^ fiercer |he elephant, the greater the quantity of the juice 
iljbat issues out its body.^— T. 

f Tatya (singular of T ad) and sa (masculine singular of both 

refer to the fotbr elephants. Qafa-ehatuihtaya is singular.— T. 

' X A$amvaddka lit. ‘'Unbound” or “unrestrained,” i. s. freely or trie* 
gulasly. — T. ^ 

$ It Is a remarkable fact that the ratio between the *diam«t«r and 
t^s oirenmf erAice Of s circle was renghly known to the ancient Hiindiite. 
The oircumference^ia nearly, as stated here, three times and S fbtf #( 
fik0 diameter. The exacl ratio, of eoorso, i» slightly lets, boii^ ttoto 
tj|d one-serinth.— T. 



taimkiviMA, ^ m 

0 Icing, is stated to be eleveh iboaaand Ti^amm, ,Ito 
<l^diBfStleBoa, O chief of the Kurus, in Stated to be ihiic^* 
S%bt thousand nine hundred Yojanaa of this iUnstrions pUuoieh 
eo6l rayss^*. It hath been biBard that the diameter of thd « 
beaefioent, fast-going, and light-giving Sun, O thou of Ktinx^ 
jraee, is ten thousand Yojanas, and his circumferenee, O^king^ 
is thirt3rfive thousand eight hundrei^} miles, in eonsequenoa 
of his largeness, O sinless one ! These are the» dimensions 
reckoned here, O Bhkrkta, of Arka.^*^ The planet lUlhu, in 
oonsequenoe of his greater bulk, envelops both the Sun and the 
Moon in due timea I tell thee this in brief>^ With the eye 
of science, O great king, I have now told thee^ all that thou 
fiadst asked. Let peace be thine I have now tqld thee 
about the construction of the universe as indicated in the 
traa. Therefore, O Kauravya, pacify thy son Duryodhana !*V 
„ 'Having listened to this charming Bhwm Parva, O chief 
of the Bharatas, a Kshatriya become th endued with pros- 
perity, obtaineth the fruition of a41 his desires, and winnefb 
the approbation of the righteou8.*®f The Idng who listopeth 
to this on days of the full moon or the new mooq, narefuljy* 
observing vows the while, hath the period of his Jife, 
lame, and energy, all enhanced.*^ His (deceased) sires aijd 
grandsircs become •gratified. Thou hast now heard of all the 
merits that flow from this Varsha of Bharata? whefe we 
»ow are !’ 


♦ Th« first word of this tloka is Variously* read. ^TathadUhtmm is 
4he Bengal reading, while the Bombay reading is TathoddisMam, II 
the latter reading were adopted, the meaning would be **as indicted 
the Cdseras).” The second line, literally rendered, is “pacify thy son 
Darydlltana.*’ But how Dhritar&shtra is to pacifyehis ton having Us- 

denel to thip geograpical digression, it is not easy to see. T. 

f*ii:f^0t^Sddk^8attwmui of the Bengal teats, sthe Bombay edition 
Slddhmammcttaif, T^adopt ile last.—T 





SEcnoir Xni. 

Shotgavai-Oitd Pearva, 

>■) 

Vai^ampAyaiia said,— ^''Possessing a knowledge of the pasl^ 
the pr|Beat««and the future, and seeing all things as if present 
before hie eyes, the learned son of 'Ohivalgana, O JBhixat% 
coming quickly from the field of battle, and rushing with 
grief (into the court), represented unto Dhritarishira who 
was plunged in, thought that Bhismba the grandsire*^ of the 
BIlarat%s had beeif slain.*^ 

**Sanjaya said, — I am Sanjaya, O great king ! I bow to 
thee, O bull of B&arata’s race ! Bhishma the son of CSintana. 
and the giandsire^ of the Bharatas hath been slain !* That 
toemost of all warriors, that grandsire of the Bharatas, hath 
been slain !* That foremost of all warriors, that embodied 
Otatergy of all bowmen, that grandsire of the Kunis> lieth to day^ 
oq a bcftl.of arrows!^ Toat Bhishma, O king, relying on 
*whose^eigy thy son bad engaged in that match at dice, 
ndw lieth on the field of battle, slain by Cikbandin Thai 
mighty car- -warrior who on a single oar ^ad vanquished in 
terrifid combat at the city of all the kings of the 

Earth mustered together,* he who had fearlessly fought in» 
battle with Kama the son of Jamadagni, he whom Jama*' 
deni’s son copld not slay, oh, even bath he been today slain 
yy \7Lkhafidin Itesembling the great Indra himiu^lf in 
bfavery, and Himavaai in firmness, like unto the ocean itself 
in ^rarity, an^ the Er.rth herself in patience,* that inyinoilde 
warrior having arrows for his teeth, the bow for his moutb* 
and the sword for his tongue, that lion among men, hath 
today ^{i^eeu stain by the prince of PEnchhla!* That slayer] 
heroes, beholding whom when addrest for battle the mighty 
arqiy of the ^indavas, unmanned by fear, used to trefidble 
lifcb ^a herd of l^ne when beholding a l^on, atas» having pvtlr 
tlSIat army (of thine) for te® nights and having aeWe^jqd 
€a|t« exceeibngljl dj#calt of aeoomii^hmepli hath ss# lIpMt 
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^ Ihitt J**®^*' He who niko Cakra himself* i^tfhriiig esQmwi 
In IhMihiida with the utmost composure^ dai^r sleir imi 
IdbousSfUd wamors for ten days,** even he, slain (by the enemy)^ 
^toth, though he deservetb ft not, on the base groiftid, IQce n 
(mighty) tree broken by tbe wind, in consequence, 0*kinj^ 
af thy evil counsels, O Bhkriita !* 


. Section XIV. 

i *^hritar&8htra said, — 'How hath Bhishma, that bull among 
the Kurus, been slain by Cikhahdin ?* How did my father, 
who resembled V&sava bimseif, fall down from Ifts car ? Whgt> 
became of my sons, O Sanjaya, when they were diprived 
of the mighty Bhishma who was like unto« a celestial, an^ 
who led a life of Brakmacharyya for the sake &f his father 
Upon the fail of that tiger among men who was endued with 
great wisdom, great capacity for exertion, great might, and 
great energy, how did our warriors feel ?$* Hearing that^ 
that bull amongst the Kurus, that foremost bf men, that 
wavering hero is slain, great is the grief that pieloeth mp^ 
heart.® While advancing (against the foe), who followed* hint 
and who proceeded ahead ? Who stayed by his side ? Who 
proceeded with bim^* What brave combatants fqllowe^ be- 
hind (protecting his rear) that tiger among car-warriors, that 
wonderful archer, that bull among Kshatriyas, while he 
penetrated into the divisions of the foe ?* While seizing the 
hostile ranks, what warriors opposed that slater offfo^ resem**^ 


* The last word in the first line of the 11th slokci^ in the Bengal • 
teats, i« Pravriha, In the Bombay edition it is JntJb€ihd, The differendh 
in nieaning is immaterial. So also for Gogands is read Gogancu. 

t The first half of the first line, in the Bsngal texts, is read as 
jfyll^ma§€mgeha HM puird^ the Bomby text reads Kaihamdohak$Wd sle* * 
BodAo. If the latter reading be adopted, the meaning would bs-^ 

**TdU m% how my warriors were, &.c., &.c.” — T. *1 ^ 

X Is the second line of doka 3, for kim w$ AsirnmnoMtadd (what was 
the of mind of our men). The Bombay text teade 

th. Btat« of yotir i tlien eu btLOo qtlwtlaa^ 

Ikmgti HM^g i« feottM.— T. 




^ 

Wing tfie Iitfninary tof thottaand rayi. ^bo fl{ireaidtii| 
mmong the foe d^troyed their raoke like the Sim deetfej^l^ 
darkness, and who achieved in battle amongst the ranks 
^Piodn’s sdns feats exceedingly difficult of accomplishment 
How^tindeed, O Sanjaya, did the PEndavas oppose in hattld 
the son of O&ntanu, that accomplished and invincible warrior 
*vrhen he ajpproached therff smiting V Slaughtering the (hostile) 
ranks, having arrows for bis teeth, and full of energy, with the 
bow for ^is wideH>pen mouth, and with the terrible sword for 
bb tongue, and invincible,** a very tiger among men, endued 
with modesty, and never before vanquished, alas, how d\d Kun« 
ti’p son overthrew in battle that unconquered one, undeserving 
as ho Vas of such a fate,** — ^that fierce bowman shooting 
force shafts, stationed on his excellent car, and plucking oft 
the heads of foes (from their bodies)'* — that warrior, inresis* 
ttble as the Yuga-fire^ beholding whom addrest for battle the 
great army of the Pkndavas always used to waver ?** Mang« 
]hig the hostile troops for ten nights, alas, that slayer of ranks 
•batR sejb like the Sun, having achieved feats difficult of 
• ^hievement.** He who,, scattering like Cakra himself au 
inexhaustible shower of arrows, slew in battle a hundred 
millions of warriors in ten days,** that scion of Bharata's race* 
now ^eth, although he deserveth it not, on the bare ground# 
in the field of battle, deprived of life, like a mighty tree 
uprooted by the winds, as a result of my evil counsels !*• 
Befaplding Gsneanu's son Bhisbma of terrible" prowess, how, 
indeed, c^ufS the^my of the Pandavasf succeed in smiting; 
fiim there ?*^ How did the sons of Pkndu battle with Bfaish*' 
Jhm ? How is it, O Sanjaya, that Bhishma could not conquer 
when Dronadiveth ?* When Kripa, again, was nemr him, and" 


• *"^6 plnral pronoun in the second line of the 8th doka (ehenyeii^ 
into ffa by rule of Sandhi because coming before enam) is read ka (fist 
4*0^ by the Bird wan Fundi te. I think the correction a happy ope. 
l^ilakdbtba would take 7 and 8 and the first half of 9 as a oopiplstn, 
eeatenn^eadtng Mga imam antike (thou wert near him) for 
*WBlWfolM|big or shootifig arrrowu near).--T. ^ , 

f J8ol|^o{ Bengal texts have Panch^n&mXot 




jm (^wttliiEiiui) ikio, k^w 
||ireD908# of smiters, be riaili t** How co^lc! Bb^bm% 

a? an Atiratha tiisA who could not b^ ire8ietod;b|t 
n. veijj|o^, be alaiu in batrii by Cikhandin the* priifoe 
]^^0hi.la He who always re^bKled himself as the eqjial M 
the mighty son of Jamadagni in battle, ha whom JamadagnilH. 
son himself could not vanquish^ he who resembled Indi^ 
himself in prowess, — alas, O Sanjajra, tell me h(fW thaA hero, 
Bhishma, bom in the ittce of MahMtaikaa, was slain )n battle, 
for without knowing all the partioulars I cannot regain my 
equanimity What great bowmen of my army, O Sanjaya^ 

did not* desert that hero of unfading glory?* What heroic 
warriors, again, at Duryodhana’s oommbnd, stood arrouhd that 
hero (for protecting him) When all the j^ndavas placing 
Cikshandin in their van advanced against Bhishma, did not all 
the Kurus, O Sanjaya, stay by the side/>^ th^ hero of unfad- 
ing prowess Hard as my heart is, surely it must be made^ 
of adamant, for it breaketh not dh hearing the death of that^ 
tiger among men, uie, Bhishma In that Irresistible^ bull of 
Bharata's race, were truth, and intelligence, and policy, to aii. 
immeasurable extent. Alas, how was he slain in batCle ?^* 
Ijike unto a mighty cloud of high altitude having the tWang of 
his bowstring for its«roar, his arrows for its drops, and the sound 
of his bow for its thunder,^^ that hero,- showering his shafts on 
S.unti*8 sons with the P&nchklas and the Srinjayas on their 
si^, smote hostile car warriors like the slayer of Yala^micing 
the Jtonams Who were the heroes that ^resisted, ^ like tbo*. 
bank remsting the surging sea, that diastiser of foes, who was 
a temble ocean of arrows and weapons* an ocean in which * 
abafls were the irresistible crocodiles and bows were the wavef^ 
an ocean that was inexhaustible, without an island, agitated 
mid without a raft to Cibes it, in which maces and swords were 
like Starks, and steeds and cieffkants like eddies, and fool^sol-* 

Tli^ f otic of the 2nd line is a negative interrofativ^ imply^ng^* 
the Kurus did not abandon him.” — T. 

V^^WeJBurdwsn Phudits omit this and the fallowing without^ 


Mms like flsfies in a^uodence, and tiee muud af 
drame like itg war, an ocean that swallowed liereee 
phants and foot-soldiers qmcklj, an ocean that deWaiiil 
liostile heroes and that seethed with wrath and &(k«tgf wldoll 
oonslituted its Vadav^-fire When for Dnryodhaiia^ 

good, that slayer of foes, Bhishina, achieved (terrible) feats in 
battle, who were then in his van ?** Who were they that pro* 
tectecLthe righi wheel of that warrior of immeasurable energy t 
1^0 wSre they that, mustering patien>Be and energy, resisted 
hostile heroes from his rear Who stationed themselves in 
his near front for protecting him ? Who were those heroes that 
protected the fore-wheel of that brave warrior while he battl* 
ed (with the foe) ?’* Who were they that stationing them* 
selves by his left^wheel smote the Srinjayas ? Who were they 
{bat protected the irresistible advanced ranks of his van 
Who protected the wiggs of that warrior who hath made the 
Jast painful journey And who, O Sanjaya, fought with hoa« 
tile heroes in the general engagement If he was protected 
by* (our) heroes,* and if they were protected by him, why 
eould he not then speedily vanquish in battle the army of the 
PkndaVas, lUvincible though it be Indeed, O Sanjaya^ 
how could thp P&ndavas succeed even in striking Bbishma 
who was like Parameshti himself, that Itord and Creator of 
all fweatures Thou telleat me, O Sanjaya, of the disappear* 
anoe of that Bhishma, that tiger among men, who was our 
refuge ^and relying upon whom the Kurus were fighting 
miCh their lees That warrior of mighty strength relying on 
whose energy my* son had never reckoned the Pkndavas, aiijlb 
how bath he been Slain by the enemy In days 

. T • _ _ ... ^ — t 

^ This compansoo, lengtbj m it is, is not sustained througfamt 
with tile usual feUeity of Vyasa. In several parts it is undoubtedly^ 
faulty! Blight variations of reaxiliig also occur here and there» wtihsili 
affeetsng thejp|ise materially. — ^T. 

^ t Oaa^MhtQ dsfpd^ yoitfa. The Bombay editiaa reads 

lla dte. The meaning tbWi would be<-^*^wbo proteoted the wing% Ih sai t 

SsfVes making th^laat painful journey 

. t The Burdwan Pufidita make MaAdMaw an adjective «f 
piLtNMir cfiaatriietsen wnUld be to take it m rdTerrfng to ^ 
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ap Ibie iipdfl, while engag^ in slaying the JDanayos^ sought 
the aid ef that invincible warrior, viz^ *kny father o f faij^ 
vows«^ That foremost of sons endued with groat energy, 
on whose birth the ivorld-renowned Chntanu abandoned alt 
grief, melancholy, and sorrow how canst thou tell me, Q 
Sanjaya, that that celebrated hero, that great refuge ^oT al!^ 
that wise and holy personage ilho was devoted to the duties 

of his order and conversant with the truths of the Yedas and 

• • 

their branches, hath bgen slain Accomplished ip. every 
weapon and endued with humility, gentle and with passions 
under full control, and possessed of great energy as be was, 
alas, hearing that son of Cantanu slain I regard the rest of 
my army as already slain In my judgment, unrighteous- 
ness bath now become stronger than righteousness, for the 
sons of Pandu desire sovereignty even by killihg their vener-* 
able superior In days of yore, Jamadagiii’s son Rama, 
who was acquainted with every weapon arid whom none ex- 
celled, when addrest for battle on ^ehalf of Ainva, was van- "' 
quished by Bhishma in combat.^^ Thou jtellest me tljat 

that Bhishma who was the foremost of all warriors and who 

» 

resembled Indra himself in the feats he achieved, hath* 
slain ! What can be a greater grief to me than this ?*® En-* 
dued with great intcUigence, he that was not sfain even by 
that slayer of hostile heroes, that Kama the son of Janvad- 
agni who defeated in battle crowds of Kshatriyas repeatedly, 
hath now been slain by Cikhandin ! Without doubt, Driipa- 
da’s son Cikhandin, therefore, %vho hath slain in battik that 
bull of Bharata s race, that hero acquainted A^ith the *^highe6t 
weapons, that brave and accomplished jvarrior conversant 
with every weapon, is superior in energy, prowess, and might 
to the invincible Bhargava endued with the highest- energy 
fn that encounter of arms who were the heroes that followed 
that slayer of foes Tell me how the battle was fought , 

between that Bhishma and the Pandavas ! The army of my 
BOB, O ^njaya, reft of its hero, is like an uuprotilcted wo- 
man l*^ Indeed, that army of mine is like a panic-struck 
hei^ of kine reft of its herdsman! He in whom resided prow- 
ess superior to that of eveiiy one, when he ' was « laid^^lo w on 

[7 1 . - 
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the field of battle, what was the state of miud of my army ? 
*What power is th#re, O Saojaya, in our life,**^» yrheli we 
have caused onr father of mighty energy, that foremost of 
righteous men in the worlds ^to be slain? Like a person 
4esirous of crossing when be beholds the boat sunk in fathom* 

‘ less Vaters,** alas, my sons, I ween, are bitterly weeping from 
grief on Bhishma’s death ! My heart, O Sanjaya, is surely 
mad^ of s^amant,^* for it rendeth not even after hearing 
the de%th of Bhishnia that tiger aqioug men ! That bull 
among men in whom were weapons, intelligence, and policy** 
to an immeasurable extent, how, ala^i, hath that invincible 
warrior been^ slain in battle ^ Neither in consequence of 
weapons, nor of courage, nor of ascetic merit, nor of intelli- 
gence,** nor of firmness, nor of gift, can a man free himself 
•from death. Jftdeed, Time, endued with great energy, is 
incapable of bsing transgressed by anything in the world,** 
when thou tellest rde, O Sanjaya, that Cantanu’s son Bhish- 
ma is dead ! Burning witji grief on account of my sons, in 
fagt, overwhelrood with great sorrow,*^ I had hoped for relief 
.from Bhishina the son of Cantanu ! When he beheld Cinfa- 
nli’s SOD, O Sanjaya, lying on th# earth like the sun (dropped 
* from the firmament),** w hat else was made by Duryodhana as 
his refuge ? O Sanjaya, reflecting with tjie aid of my under- 
standing, I do not see what the end will be of the kings be- 
longing to my side and that of the enemy and now muster- 
ed in the opposing ranks of battle ! Alas, cruel are the 
dflitieB*of Kshatriya order as laid down by the 
since tBe Pandaf/as are desirous of sovereignty by even ebni* 
passing the death ef Cautanu's son, and we also are deidiirous 
of sovereignty by^ offering up that hero of high vows as a 
sacrifice.*** The sons of PrithA as also my sons, are >11 in 
the observance of Kshatriya duties. They, therefore, ineuf 
nd^Bin (by doing this). Even a righteous person should do 
this, O Sanjaya, when direful calamities come.** The dis- 
pl^ of p9owsea and the exhibition of the utmost mig{it have 
Ijeen laid dowji among the duties of the Kshatriyas* 


» Oh^^eayicufd literally, taastog to<}e Blata.-^T. 
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• « 

** indeed^ did tlfe sons of Pindup oppose ‘my 

Bfaishma the son of Cantana, that un vanquished'' hero etAlued 
with modesty, while he was engaged in destroying the hostile 
ranks ? How were the troops ^arrayed, and bow did Ife bdttle 
with high-souled foes How, O Sanjaya, was my father 

Bhishma slain by the enemy ? Duryodhana and Kama and 
the deceitful Cakuni the son of Suvall/* and Dns^asana also, * 
— ^what did they say when Bhishma was slain ? Thither Vhere 
the dice-board is constituted by the bodies of men, elephants, 
and steeds,*® and where arrows and javelins and large swords 
and bearded darts form the dice, entering that frightful man- 
sion of destructive battle’s play, who were those wretched 
gamblers, — those bulls among men, — that gambled, making 
their very lives the frightful stakes? Who* won, who were 
vanquished, who cast the dice successfully, ^nd who have 
been slain,** besides Bhishma the son of Cantanu ? Tell me 
all, O Sanjaya, for peace cannot be mine, hearing that Deva-» 
vrata hath been slain,*® — that father of mine, of terrible , 
deeds that ornament of battle, viz, Bhislima! Keen anguish ^ 
had penetrated my heart, born of the thought thaE all^ 
children would die.** Thou makest that grief of mine blaz^ 
forth, O Sanjaya, like Are by (pouring) clarified butter (on it) ! 
My sons I ween, are even now giieving, beholding Bhi^ma 
slain, — Bhishma celebrated in all the worlds and who had 
taken upon himself a heavy burden ^ I will listen to ail those 
sorrows arising from Duryodhanas acts.*®'** Therefore, ^tell jne 
0*Sanjaya, everything that- happened* there, -^everything thtfff** 
happened in the battle, born of the folly of my wicked son V 
Ill-ordered or well-ordered, tell me everything, O Sanjaya!*, 
Whatever was acheived with the aid of energy in the battle by 
Bhishma desirous of victory, — by that warrior accomplished 
in arms, — tell me all fully and in detail ! How, in fact,^the^ ( 
battle took place bewteen the armies of the Kurus and the, 
Paadaves, the order in which the- events oocurr^, and the 
manacr in which each happened/ 





SEcnoK XT* 

ifSaujaya said, — ^'Descrving &8 thou ai't, this questioa 
Indeed, worthy of thee, O great king ! It behovetb thee 
not, however, to impute this fault to Duryodhana.^ The man 
who incurrcth evil as the consequence of his own misconduct, 
should notf attribute that misconduct to othera* O great 
king, tlfe man that doth every kind of injury to other inen» 
deserveth to be slain by all men in consequence of those cen« 
surablc deeds of his.^ The Pandavas unacquainted with the 
ways of wickedness had, for a long time, with their fnends 
and Cbunseilors, looking up to thy face, borne the injuries 
(done to them) s^d for(;iven them, dwelling in the woods 

** *Of steeds and elephants and kings of immeasurable 
energy that which h&th been seen by the aid of Few/a-power,* 
•bear, O lord of Earth, and do not set thy heart on sorrow ! 
All this was predestined from before, O king Having bowed 
doVn ^o thy father, that [wise and high-souled*] son of Park-* 
thibugh whose grace, [through whose boon bestowed on 
.mcj I have obtained excellent and celestial apprehension,* 
sight beyond the range of the visual sense, and hearing, O 
king, from great distance, knowledge of other people*8 hearts 
and also of the past and the future,^ a knowledge also of the 
origin of all persons transgressing the ordinances, -f- the delight* 
fill pov er of coursing through the skies, and untouchableness 

weajjoniS in battles,® listen to me in detail as I recite the 
romantic and highly wonderful battle that happened between 
the Bharatas, a battle that makes one’s hair stand on end 
« ‘When the coifibataats Were arrayed according to rule 
and when they were addrest for battle, Duryodhana, O k|llg, 
said these words to Du 89 a 8 ana,“ — O Du8<;ksana, lej^/tars 
' be speedily directed for the protection of Bbishma, kiSd do 

I The •liigh-»oulcd”'and also “through whose boon hesiowed 

on me” occur in the 9th Mloka fallowing. In paraphrasing, their place 
is here.— T. 

^ t vijfidnam^ V}futihita ^ a ve^y doubiftll * ^ 

has-been exfiliOTled by Niljikautha 
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tbou speedily^ urge all t)ur divisions (tff advante)!** Tha(^ 
bath now come to me of which 1 had been ‘thinking •for a 
^eries of years, viz, the meeting .of the Pandavks and the 
Eoruaat the head of their respective troops/* I doaiot think 
that there is any act more important (for us) in this tettle 
than the protecting of Bhishma. If protected, be will slay 
the Pandavas, the Somakas, and the * Srinjayas/'^ That war^i 
tior of pure soul said, — / will not slay QiJcharkdin. • It ia 
heard that he was a female before. For this reason he shovld 
he renounced by me in battle /^* — For this, fBhishma should 
be particularly protected. Let all my warriors take up their 
positions, resolved to slay Cikhandin.^* Let also all the troops 
from the east, the west, the south, and the north, *acoom* 

" plished in every kind of weapon, protect the grandsire.^’^ 
Even the lion of mighty strength, if left uhprotected, may 
be slain by the wolf. Let us not, thcor^ore,* cause Bhishma 
to be slain by Cikhandin like the lion slain by the jackal.^^* 
Yudhainanyu protects the left whebl, and Uttamaujas protects 
the right wheel of Phalguna, Protected by* those two, Phal-, 
guua himself protects Cikhandin.'® O Dus 9 asana, act in such^^ 
way that Cikhandin who is protected by Phalguna and Vho^ 
Bhishma will renounce, may not slay Ganga s s(m ! — * 


Section XVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When the night passed away, ^^^id be- 
the noise made by the kings, all exclaipiiD*g^<~.drra2/ 
Array /' — With the blare of conebs and the sound of drums 
Ibat resembled leonine roars, O Bharata* with the neigh of 
steeds, and the clatter of car wheels,^ with ^he noise pt^ 
obstreperous elephants and the shouts, clapping of arm-pits, 

; and cries of roaring combatants, the din caused everywhere 
was very great.® The large armies of the Kurus and the* Pan^ ’ 
davas, O king, rising at sunrise, completed all tl^ir arrange- 
ment.^ Then when the sun rose, the fierce weapons of attaOk 
and defence and the coats of mail of both thy sons and 'the 
P&nsla^as^ and the large^ and splendid krmies^ b£ both sidest^ 
became fully visif>lc/*^ Thcjre elephants and carl, adorned 
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with gold, looked re^lendent like clotids mingled With 
mng/* The ranlcs of cars, standing in {urofusion, loolced |ilui 
citiea And thy father, stationed there, shone brillianttyf 
*like the fsll moon.* And the wdririors armed with bows and 
a(Wor43 and scimitars and maces, javelins and lances and bright 
weapons of diverse kinds, took up their positions in their (res* 
*«|>eotive) ranks.* And elephants and foot-soldiers and car* 
warriors and*steeds> O king, by hundreds and thousands, stood 
there like nets (for entangling the foe).** And resplendent 
standards were seen, set up by thousands, of diverse forma, 
belonging to both ourselves and the foc.“ And made ^of gold 
and decked with gems and blazing like hre, those banners in 
thousands, endued with great effulgence, looked beautiful** 
like the bright baiiners of Indra in the celestial city.* And 
the heroic comSatants cased in mail gazed (at those stan* 
dards), longing ^r batHe.** And many foremost of men, with 
ayes large as those of bulls, endued with quivers, and with 
{lands cased in (leathern) fences, stood at the heads of their 
tdivilion^,*^ with tBcir bright weapons upraised. And Suvala’s 
^^^nJii^Cakun'i, and Calya, and Jayadratha, and the two princes of 
AvanJi named Vinda and Anuvinda, and the Kckaya brothers, 
and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kkmvojas** and Cnitkyudha 
the ruler of the Kalingas, and king Jayatseba, and Vrihadvala 
the ruler of the Ko9alas, and Kritavarman of Satwata’s race,** 
— these ten tigers among men, endued with great bravery and 
poss^sing arms that looked like maces, — these performers of 
.**werifices jvith plentiful gifts (to Br&hmauEis), stood each at the 
• head of an Aukahauhini of troops.*^ These and many other 
kings and princes, naighty car- warriors conversant with policy, 
obedient to the comnlands of Duryodhana,** all cased in mail, 
were seen stationed in tfaeir respective divisions. All of 
^them, cased in ^lack deer-skins, endued with great strengtl^ 
accomplished in battle,** and cheerfully prepared, for Dniyw^ 
dhana’s sak^ to pseend to the region of Brahma, f stood^thero 

^ ^ Literally, “is Indians abodes,” i, e, Amardmti, — .T 

^ ^ A Elshairiy^altiog^bravely in light at once goes to thesbigb^st 
of i 
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oonmiMdiiig ten emcient Akahauhinia.^ *£he eleventh great 
dl^bjon ^of the Kanravas, consisting oift the, DhirtiHUfitStf 
trhops, stood in advance of the whole army. There in tSe van 
of that division was CSntanu's son.*/ With his white head-»^ 
gear, white umbrella, and white mail, O monarch, bSbeld 
^ishma of unfailing prowess look like the risen moon.**» £& 
standard bearing the device of a palmyra of gold, himself 
stationed on a car made of silver, bdth the Kurus, and the* 
^ndavas beheld that ^ero looking like the moon ^encircled 
by white clouds.** The great bowmen amongst the Srinjayaa 
headed by Dhrishtadyumna, (beholding Bhishma), looked like 
little animals when they behold a mighty yawning lion.** In- 
deed, all the combatants headed by Dhrishtadyumna repeat- 
edly trembled in fear. Thete, O king, were the eleven splen- 
did divisions of thy army !** So also* the seten divisions be- 
longing to the Panda vas were protected by %remost of men. 
Indeed, the two armies facing each other looked like Wo 
oceans at the end of the Yiuga a^tated by fierce Mdkarait 
and abounding with huge crocodiles ! Never before, O king# 
did we see or hear of two such armies encountering each other* 
like these of the Kauravas !’ ''*®®**^ 

Section XVIL 

*'Sanjaya said, — *Just as the holy Krishna-Dwaip2l3^ana 
Yyasa had said, in that very manner the kings of the Earth, 
mustered together, came to the encounter.* Ou tha^ day* on 
which the battle commenced. Soma approacHed the region 
Pitria^f The seven large planets, as th^y appeared in the^ 

^ Either the 26th or the 27 bh should be regarded as a*trip]et — T. 
f Nilakantha in a long note explains that MagM Viahayagea Somaa 
oatinot mean that Shoma or the Moon entered the constellation called , 
MughA, He quotes numerous alokaa scattered throughout the Mahi* 
that throw light, directly or indirectly, on the ^estion of the 
opening; day of the battle, and shows that all these lead to a dj^Terent 
'coacli&ion. What is meant by the Moon approaching the rtgio^ of 
i^that those who fall in battle immediately ascend to ^heaven ; of 
ooofsl, they have first to go to the regiofi of PitrU, Tnenos ^ they have 
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firmament, all looked blazing like fire.** The Son, when he 
fose, seemed to«^be dfv'ided in twain. Besides, that t^minaryv 
as it appeared in the firmament, seemed to blase forth in 
^fiames.^* Carnivorpus jackals and crows, expecting (dead) 
bodies (to* feast upon), began to utter fierce cries from all 
directions that seemed to be ablaze.* Every day the old grand** ^ 
sire of the Kurus, and the son of Bharadwaja, rising (from bed) 
*^in the morning, with concentrated mind,* said, — Victor2^ to the 
sons 0} Pandu / — while those chastisers of foes used (at the 
same time) yet to fight for thy sake according to the pledge they 
had given.* Thy father Devavrata, fully conversant with every 
duty, summoning all the kings, said these words (unto <rhem,)^ 
— Ye Kshatriyas, this broad door is open to you for (entering) 
heaven ! Go ye through it to the region of Cakra and Brah* 
wan /* The R^his of ofden times have showed you this eter- 
nal path.J Hocor ye yourselves by engaging in battle with 
attentive minds !” NS,bhaga, and Yayati, and Mandbatri, and 
Hahusa, and Nriga, were ci;owned with success and obtained 
the-^highest region^of bliss by feats like these To die of 
disease at Jiome is sin for a Kshatriya. The death that he meets 


to go to the lunar^region for obtaining celestial bodies. All this implies 
a little delay. Here, however, in the case of those that would fall on 
the fiefd of Kurukshetra, they would not have to incur even such little 
delay, Chtoidramas or Soma approached the region of PitrU so that the 
fallen warriors might have celestial bodies very soon, without, in fact, any 
neccessityf'ou their part, to incur the delay of a journey to the Innar 
— r e gio n prior to *their ascension to heaven with resplendent bodies,— T. 

* There are nine planets in all in Panranic astronomy. Of these 
^dAttand Ketu are regarded as UpagrahaSy and hence, of grahatt, there 
%re only seven. Thus I(ilakantha : the Burdwan Pandits have made a 
of this line. The genesis of the blunders they have oommitted is 
distinctly traceable to their non-apprehension of NilakaStlia's very aim* 
.pie note. — T. 

f The Bengal texts read Bhanumdnuditd divL The Bombay reading, 
BhanufMLnvdito BavU. If the latter be adopted, Bh&numOm would' 
be an gdjective of kavU, — T. * 

PttrvaU PurvaiaraU is literally— "They of old and still *pld«!r'" 
► times tor Can^tanat so|pe editions read Crutijas (qualifyin^f p^ntkdM)^ 
arising from the or as Irvi^ down in the CrutU,^^* 
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in b^tle 18 hia etenml duty !*’~Thu|f addresS^^ Q 1>]aJUf 
df BharSta's race, by Bhisbma, the kings^ looking beautiful 
in their excellent cars, proceeded to the heads of tlieir respect^ 
ive divieions/* Only Vikartafia's son Earna, with hi^^ irihnda 
and relatives, O bull of Bharata*s race, laid aside his wcnpoop 
in battle for the sake of Bhishma.^” Whithout Kama theii« 
thy sons and all the kings on thy side* proceeded, making the ‘ 
ten points of the horizon resound with their leoiRne ibars.** 
And their divisions shone brightly, O king, with wlfite um- 
brellas, banners, standards, elephants, steeds, cars, and foot- 
soldiers.** And the Earth was agitated with the sounds of 
drums and tabors and cymbals, and the clatter of car-wheels.** 
And the mighty car-warriors, decked with their bracelSts and 
armlets of gold and with their bows (varcigated with gold), 
looked resplendent like hills of fire.*’ And with his large 
palmyra-standard decked with five stars,* IJhishma, the gener- 
alissimo of the Kuru army,* looked like the resplendent* 
Sun hiinseltV* Those mighty bowmen of royal birth, O bull , 
of Bharata's race, that were on thy side, all took up their 
positions, O kiu^*, as Cantanu a son ordered.*® (King) Caiv^% 
of the country of the Qovasanas, accompanied by all* thet 
monarchs, went out on a princely elephant warthy of royal 
use and graced witlf a banner* on its back.*® And Ag^at- 
thaman, of the complexion of the lotus, went out, ready 
for every emergency, stationing himself at the,.,j^ry head of 
all the divisions, with his standard bearing the det^e^ of the 
lion's tail ** And Crutayudha and Chitrasena and * Pi^rumiti^*’’ 
and Yivingati, and Calya and Bhuri 9 ravas, and that mighty 
car-warrior Vikarua,** — these seven mighty bowmen on their 
oars and cased in excellent mail, followed 19rona’s son behind* 
but in advance of Bhishma.** The tall standards of these 
warriors, made of gold, beautifully set up for adorning their 
excellent cars, looked highly resplendent.** The standard oil 
Dfona, that foremost of preceptors, bore the device ff a gblden 

Chamupatis ia the Bengal reading. The BoiSbay text reads 
It the latter reading be adopted, tile meaning* would be^' 
‘♦at tke*head of the (Ktru) ar5y.”— T. 

tag - ‘ 
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ultar decked with a* water-pot and tbd figure of a boi^.^ 
etandhrd Dniyodbana guiding many hundreds a^ th<^^ 
sands of di^ions bore the device of an elephant worked m 
gemd.** Paurava and the rulef* of the K&hngas^ and Suda* 
kshiua the ruler of the Ckmvojas, and Kshemadhanwan^ and 
Calya, these JRathaa took up their position in Duryodhana'W 
van.*^ On a costly ear with his standard bearing the device of 
a buin and^guiding the very van (of bis division), the ruler of 
the Magadhas marched against the foe.*** That large force 
of the Easterners looking like the fleecy clouds of autumn^* 
was (besides) protected by the chief of the Angas (Karna’s son 
Vrishaketu) and Kripa endued with great energy.* • Station* 
ing hifhself in the van of his division with his beautiful stan* 
dard of silver hearing the device of the boar, the famous 
Jayadralha looked highly resplendent.*^ A hundred thousancl 
cars, eight thousand • elephants, aud sixty thousand cavalry 
•were under his command.** J Commanded by the royal chief 
, of the Sindhns, that largS division occupying tl>e very van 
(of th^ army) and abounding with untold cars, elephants, and 
Jat^eds, Woked magnificient.** With sixty thousand cars and 
thousand elephants, the ruler of the Kalingas, accompanied 
by Ketumat, ivent out.** His huge elephants, looking like hills^ 
and^ adorned with Fa.7»£ra8,§* lances, quiVers, and ^tandardsi 
looked exceedingly beautiful.*^ And tbe*^ ruler of the Kalin- 
gas, with his tall standard effulgent as fire, with his white 
umbrclfl**, and golden curass, and Chammras (wherewith he 
**was fai^ned)* shone bnlliautiy.** And Ketumat also, riding 

The Bengal editions read MAffodhascha rtpurn yayau^ The Bom- 
*bay text reads Krips> yoLyau. If the latter reading be adopt- 

ed, the meaning would be ‘*and guiding the very van of Ihe Maguidkm 
troops Kripa went.” — ^T. 

f The Bengal reading is Cdra<kthhragka7ia-prak$hyam. The Bombay 
"reading is Cdradamimdh4t^prak9hyam — T. 

X FapoAiiifMcit' Is nominative masculine plural, referring, to mwst 

the Buvdwan Pundits take it as a genetive singular qualifying 
tilsya, and tbey render 1 tv therefore, as '*of that suberd mate of Ihiiy^ 
*#hana.” This is evidc&tly inoorreet. — T. 

^ S MiilhinetC perhaps eatapulte. — ^T. 




with a highly excellent and beautiful he<^fc, vee 
mtjioi^ in battle, O king, like the l^u^n kr the mi^ of 
(black) clouds And king Bkagadatta, biasing with eaexgy 
and riding on that elephant his, went out like the wielder« 
of the thunder.*^ And the two princes of Avanti 
Vinda and Anuvinda, who were regarded as equal to Bhaga-, 
datta, followed Ketumat, riding on the* necks of their ele« 
phants.”* And, O king, arrayed by Drona and t^e ro^al son 
of Cantanu, and Drona's son, *and Vklhika, and Kripa, the 
^Kaurava) Vyuha* consisting of many divisions of cars was 
such that the elephants formed its body ; the kings, its head ; 
and the steeds its wings. With face towards ail sides, that 
fierce Vyuha seemed to smile and ready to spring (qpon the 
foe).’ 


Section XVIII. * 

'"Sanjaya said, — 'Soon after, O #king, a loud uproar, caus- 
ing the heart to tremble, was heard, made Jby the combatj^ntfiT 
ready for the fight.* Indeed, with the sounds of c^n^ihs an^* 
drums, the grunts of elephants, and the clatter of 
the Earth seemed to rend in twain.* And soon the welkin anS 
the whole Earth filled with the neigh olf chargers and 

the shouts of combatants ^ O irresistible one, the troops of 
thy sons and of the Pandavas both trembled when they 
encountered each other.** There (on the field**> a£ ba^ tle'> ele- 
phants and cars, decked in gold, looked beautify li^ clouds 
decked with lightning.* And standards of»diverse •forms, *€► 
king, belonging to the combatants on thy side, and adorned^ 
with golden rings, looked resplendent like fire.* And those • 
$tandards of thy side and theirs, resembled, O Bh^rata, the^ 
banners of Indra in his celestial mansions.'^ And the heroic 
, warriors all accoutred and cased in golden coats of •mail, • 
endued with the effulgence of the blazing Sun, themselves 
^ looked like blazing fire or the Sun.* All tBe foremos^ 

Vguha w an array of troops iu a oeitaiu f^rm. ttuch wiU 1^ 

of iu tUi 9 JiavotoJ to tbe 
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jMmoTB angtoogftt the Kume* O king, with «eelleiit 
and ireapods ilf>raised (for stiikhiig), with leatheni ffame 
their hands, and with standards,*— those mighty bowmen^ 
of eyes l^rge as those of hulls, all placed themselves at the 
heads of their (respective) divisiona And these lunongst ih^ 
sons/O king, protected Bhishma from behind/** via, Dus^^ 
Sana, and Diirvishaha, and Durmukha, and Dassaha^ and 
Yivincati, and Chitrasena, and that mighty oar*waiTior Vi^ 
karna/* • And amongst them were Satyavrata, and Purumitra, 
and Jaya, and Bhuri^ravas, and Cala And twenty ' thousand 
car-waniors followed them/* The Ahhishhhas, the Curasenaa 
the Civis, and the VasSitis, the Cwalyas, the Mats^as, the ' 
Amvashtas, the Traigartas, and the Kekayas/* the Sauviras, 
the Kitavas, and the dwellers of the Eastern, the Western, 
and the Northern countries, — these twelve brave races were 
resolved to figlfb reckless of the lives/'* And these protected 
^be grandsirc with a multitudinous array of cars. And with 
a division that consisted sf ten thousand active elephants/* 
^*tha king of Magadha followed that large car division.** They 
that protected the wheels of the cars and they that protected 
tEe elephants,** numbered full six million. And the foot-sol- 
diers that marched in advance (of the army), armed with bows, 
swords, and shields,** numbered many hundreds of thousands. 
And*they fought also using their nails and bearded darts. And 
the ten and one Akahauhinia of thy son, O Bharata, looked^ 
O migh^5 hiag, like Gang^ separated from Yamuna.* 


Section XIX. 

^DhritarJLshtra said, — ‘Beh^ding (our) ten and one Ak$hm^ 
Mnis arrayed in order of battle, how did Yudhishtlihil the 
son of l^ndu make bis counter array witib hU forceff etnaller . 
^in riurCber V How did Euntis son, O Sanjay^ form 


•The Bengal texts read this line in a very faulty way. have 
adopted the Bomlpiy re^tding. — T. 

+ The editiun reads Tamtindn^rd for Yamxtindnirm of tta 

^ngal tenfca^^ The difference in meaning i#not ve^ materiifl,— X/ - : 


«iti»94iViM} ' .. vBxeamA PAacvki/'. 

c^i»$«^*a<my *agaiii8^ that^Bhishina wko 'w|« aeqiii^iited ' wiili 
all : kiadcP of arrays, visf, haman/ celestial^ Odn,c0t€^a^^axi4 
A0muT* • 

"Sanjaya said,~*Soeing tha Dhartarashtrii dmsioys ar«ay^ 
ed in order^ of battle, Panda’s sou of virtuous soul, kis|f* 
Yudhislithira the just, addressed Dhananjaya, saying/ — (iten^ 
are informed from the words of that great Rishi Vrihaspati 
that the few must be made to fight by condensing them, while 
the many may be extended acording to pleasure/ • In en- 
oounters of the few with the many, the array to be formed 
should be the Needte-ynowthed one. Our troops compared with 
the enenfy are few/ Keeping in view this precept of the great 
Riahi, array our troops, O son of Pandu ! — Hearing this, that 
eon of P&ndu answered king Yudhishthira the just, saying,* 
—•That immovable array known by the name of Vajrc^ 
which was designed by the wielder of t]ie thiAder-bolt, that 
invintsihle array is the one that I will make for thee, O best ^ 
of kings*'/ He who is like the bursting tempest, he who is 
incapable of being borne in battle by the foe, that Bhima 
the foremost of smiters, will fight at our head.* That*feremost*^ 
of men, conversant with all the appliances of battle, bcdbifling 
our leader, will fight in the van, crushing the energy of the 
troops of the foe.® •That foremost of all smiters, viz^ Bhima, 
beholding whom all (the hostile warriors) headed by Diftyo- 
dhana will retreat in panic like smaller animals beholding the 
lion, all of us, our fears dispelled, will seek hia i if he 

were a wall, like the celestials seeking the shelter "oS Indra . 
The man breathes not in the world who would bear to cast his 
eyes upon that bull among men, Vrikodleura of fierce de^ds, « 
when he is angry !^® — Having said this, Dlmnanjay% of mighty^ 
arms did eus he said. And Phalguna, quickly disposing his 
troops in battle-array, proceeded (against the foe).** And the 
mighty array of the Pandavas, beholding the Kuru al*my • 
move, looked like the full, immovable, and quickly rolliqg^ 


^ The Bengal texts read StamMiarndnA ; the Bo|pbay reading vis 
Spumdam^nd, Both imply - only the motion inlhe latter case 
is alow^n perhapai thaw in thC»fonner.— T. 
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mttent of, Oangi.*^ And Bhimaa«ii»» and 
^adyed with ^grea^ energy, and Naknla, and Saliad0t% UMl 
king Dhriibtaketu, became the leaders of that forcat'* 
kiqg Tjr&ta, surrounded by an AkBhauhini of troo|M^ m 4 
•accompanied by his brothers and sons, marched in their imii^ 
projecting them from behind.** The two sons of M&dri, both 
endued with great effulgence, became the protectors of, Bbima'k 
wheels ; while the (five) sons of Draupadi and the son of Sv 
bhadrk^ all endued with great activity,* protected (Bhima) from 
behind.*^ And that mighty car-warrior, Dhrishtadyumna the 
prince of Phnchala, with those bravest of combatants and the 
foremost of car-warriors, viz^ the Prabhadrakas, protected 
those 4>rince8 from behind.** And behind him was Cikbandm 
who (in his turn) was protected by Aijiina, and who, O bull 
of Bharata’s race, advanced with concentrated attention for the 
destruction of Bhishma*^ Behind Aijuna was Tuyudhhna of 
mighty strength ; and the two princes of F&nchkla, 
Tudhamanyu and Uttamaujas, became protectors of *Arjona*e 
wheels,** along with the Kekaya brothers, and Dhrishtaketa^ 
•and Chekitkna of great valour. — This Bhimasena, wielding 
fis^mace made of the hardest metal,** and moving (on the 
Afield of battle) with fierce speed, can dry up the very ocean I 
And there also stay, with their counsellors and looking on 
hin^ O king,** the children of Dhritaraahtra ! — Even this, Q 
monarch, was what Vibhatsu said, pointing out the mighty 
Bhimse^a^ (W^fudhishthira).’!-** And while Partha was saying 
60% all the ^roopa, O Bharata, worshipped him on the field of 
little Vith graf«ulatory words.** Ring Yuddhishthira the 
son of Kunti took itp his position in the centre of his army, 
suj^ounded by hugf? and furious elephants resembling mov<^ 
log hills.** The high-souled Yajnasena the king of the Pan* 
chala% endued with great prowess, stationed himself bebixi 4 
Vii^ta with an Alcshdiihini of troops for the sake of thn 
Pandavas.** And on the cars of those kings, O manwAf, 

— 5 y 

The word iei^iB of (one’s) wealth.---rT< 

^ t The testes hers lanlty.^^WpeyswsmoASva&iia 0 

reading is /kxrfo^an^ttmaA^tff0fam,^7!, 
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ilmdarda beariag dirarae dedi:^ irilfti ^ 

Mltof Offtament^ of gold, and endued mtSt tba« effulgoiii!^ el 
k&a sun and the moon.*^ Oausing those kings to enove and 
HUdce space for him, that mighty car-vrarrior Dhris^tadjrumnai, « 
aeomnpanied by his brothers and sons, protected YudbishlSita, 
behind.*’ Tranaoending the huge standards on all*tba 
nars on thy side and that of the enemy, was the one gigantic 
ape on Afjuna's car.*® Foot-soldiers, by many .l^indre^ls of 
thousands, and armed *with swords, spears, and scimitars, 
piOeeeded ahead for protecting Bhimasena.** And ten thou^ 
sand elephants with (temporal) juice trickling down their 
cheeks mouth, and resembling (od that account) shower- 
ing clouds,* endued with great courage, blazing with jgolden 
armour, huge as hills, costly, and emitting the fragrance of 
lotuses, followed the king behind like moving’^ipountains.**"*®-!* 
And the high-souled and invincible Bhimasena, whirling his 
fierce mace that resembled a parigha.l seemed to crush the 
large army (of thy son).** Incapable* of being looked at like the* 
Sun himself, an(} scorching, as it were, the hostile army (like * 
fire), none of the combatants could bear to even lool^ &t hin^ 
from any near point.** And this artay, fearless and hayi%‘ 
its face turned towards all sides, called Vajra, having bow^ 
for its lightning S3gn,§ and extremely fierce, was protected 
by the wielder pf Odndiva,^^ Disposing their troops in^ this 


* Literally, **with rent cheeks and mouth.” — T. 

, t The Bombay reading is certainly faulty here. F^r C^Slanta^iva 
parv€Ud9 it reads Jimutd iva vdrsklkdSy although it piakes* th$ previous 
line begin with KshdraiUa iva Jimutd. — T. 

I A parigka is a thick club mounted with iron. The comparison is * 
very feeble, for Bhima’s mace, in the popular estimation, very muc^ 
heavier and stouter than any parigha manufactured for human combat- 
^ants. Prachakarsha lit., dragged. I think, however, the root itrisA 
.«iiist be taken here in the sense of crush. By the bye, is not kriffk the 
same word as crwh ?^T. 

g The name Vajra implies either a hard needle fo^ boi^g diamonds 
and gegis, or the thunder-bolt In this aloka the word Vajra is Wf 0 d aUt 
associated with the thunder and| therefore, as thund|r is accompanied 
by liijhtaing, so the bows of the warriors are ethe lightning^marlu of 
this particular VaJra?^T. 




eounter army against tby army^.tbe JPiodavas waited (m iN^le* 
^ 'And proteoW^by i&e Pindavas, that array Ifecame iaTiae|M|e 
in the world of men.** 

'And as (both) tne armies §tood at dawn of day waiting 
^sunrise, a wind began to blow with drops of water (falling), aad 
although there were bo clouds, the roll of thunder was heard** 
And dry winds began to blow all around, bearing a shower 
of pomted pebbles along the ground. Aud a thick dust arosot 
covering the world with darkness.** And large meteors began 
to fail eastwards, O bull of Bharatas race, aud striking 
against the rising Sun, bjn)ke in fragments with loud noise.** 
When the troops stood arrayed, O bull of Bharatas face, the 
Sun ro^e divested of splendour, and the Earth trembled with a 
loud sound/* and cracked in mauy places, O chief of the Bhara^ 
tas, with loud, A^ise. And the roll of thunder, O king, was 
heard frequently on all sides/^ So thick was the dust that arose 
that nothing could Bo seen. And the tail standarUs (of the 
\:ombatants), furnished w^h strings of bells, decked with 
go)^den ornament^ garlands of dowers, and rich drapery, graoed 
with Ifaqners and resembling the Sun in splendour, being 
'stfdd^xdy shaken by the wind, gave a loud jingling noise like 
that of a forest of palmyra trees (when moved by the wind)* 
It was thus tnat those tigers among men, ^he sons of Pandu, 
ever staking delight in battle,**^* stood, having disposed their 
troops in counter array against the army of thy son, aud suck** 

as i^ ]g jasg*the marrow, O bull of Bharata s race, of oUr 
warriors, and pasting their eyes on Bhiinasena stationed at 
their head, maceiin land * ”^* 

» • 

Section XX. 

''Dbritarasntra said, — ^*Wben the sun rose, O Sanjaya, of 
^tny ^rmy led by Bnishma and the P&udava army led by Bhima^ 
which first cheerfully approached the other, desirous of fight ?* 
To which sfde were the Sun, the Moon, and the wind hostile* 
and against whom did the beasts of prey utter inkusi^cious 
Spuuds ? Wh^ irere tiiose young men, the complexions qf whgs^ 
|j||pes wei^ ch#rfut ? Tell me all this truly and duly :'* 
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said^^^Both •armies, w^hen q^rayed^ vere equatly. 
|oyfbl^ <7 lacrgT Both armies looked equally beautiful, ae* 
auming the aspect of blossoming woods, and both tirmies were 
of elephants, cars, and horses.* Both armies ^ere «va0t ' 
and terrible in aspect ; and so also, O Bhkrata, none of tbetiF 
could bear the other. Both of them were arrayed for con- 
quering the very heavens, and both of them consisted of ex- 
cellent persons.^ The Kauravas belonging to the Dhritarkshtra 
party stood facing the ^est, while the Parthas stood facing the 
east, addrest for fight. The troops of the Kauravas looked 
like the army of the chief of the DSnavaa, while that of the 
P^ndavsus looked like the army of the celestials.* The wind 
began to blow from behind the Panda vas (against the faces of 
the Dhkrtarashtras), and the beasts of pre^ began to yell 
against the Dhartarashtras. The elephants belonging to thy 
sons could not bear the strong odour qf^the temporal juice 
emitted by the huge elephants (of the Pkndavas).® And* 
Duryodhana rode on an elephant •of the complexion of the 
lotus, with rent temples, graced with a goldcm KakshaJ^on Its 
back), and cased in an armour of steel net-work. Aild he watf 
in the very centre of the Kurus and was adored by eulo^tq 
and bards.'^ And a white umbrella of lunar e/fulgence was 
held over his he^ graced with a golden chain. Him 
Cakuni the ruler of the Gandharas followed with nioun- 
taineers of Gandhara placed all around.* And the venerable 
Bhishma was at the head of all the troops, with a \raite um- 
brella held over his head, armed with a white .bo\^ •and sword, 
with a white head-gear, with a white banner ^on his car), and 
with white steeds (yoked thereto), and ^altogether looking 
like a white mountain.* In Bhishma*s dmsion were all thew 
sons of Dhritarashtra, and also Gala who was a countryman of 
the Y&lhikas, and also all those Kshatriyas called Amvastas, 
and those called Sindhus, and those also that are called 
Sauviras, and the * heroic dwellers of the countj;y of the 
fiye risers.** And on a golden car unto which were yoked#red* 
steeds, the bigh-souled Drona, bow in hand ai:^ with never^ 
Imart, the preceptor of almost all fhe kin^, remained 
behind all the trqoife, protecting them like Indra,*' •And ii^ 
19 ] 
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midst of all the/orces were VErdhaksbalri, and Bhniifm- 
▼as, and Poruinitra, and Jaya, and the (Sllwas, t6e*ltatq|M^ 
and all the* Kekaya brethevs Egfating with their elephant divl* 
' eione.** «And Caradawt a Bon» tiiat fighter in the van«^ that 
4^h*aoa1ed and mighty bewmaa» called also Gautama, conver* 
eant with all m^es of warfare, accompanied by the OahaSi 
r the Kiriltas, the Tavanas, and the Palhavas, took up bia 
position at <^he northern point of the army/' That large force 
which was well protected by mighty eat- warriors of the Trish* 
ui and the Bhoja races, as also by the warriors of Surlshtha 
well-armed and well-acquainted with the use of weapons, and 
which was led by Kritavarman, proceeded towards the south 
of thy* army.*!*^^ Ten thousand cars of the Samfaptaktis, 
who were created for either the death or the fame of Ar^na* 
and who, accamj^ished in arms, intend to follow Arjuna at 
his heels,^ all fi^ent pi\t as also the brave Trigartas.*^ In thy 
ju'my, O Bhfirata, were a hundred thousand elephants of 
the foremost lighting powers. Unto each elephant was as* 

, signed a century of cars ; unto each car, a hundred horse* 
men unto each horse, ten bowmen ;* and unto each bowman 
ten^ohibatants aormed with (sword and) shield. Thus, O 
Bh&rata, were thy divisions arrayed by Bhishma.*^ Thy 
generalissimo Bhishma the son of Cfintanu^ as each day dawn* 
ed, dbmetimes disposed thy troops in the human array, seme* 
times in the celestial, sometimes in the OcindJtarva, and 
Somctixqps>f!lf”fhe Asura^^ Tluronged with a large nufober 
of ^Mah^rathAs, and roaring like the very ocean, th# BNh&rta* 
ifishtra army, an%yed by Bhishma^ stood facing the treat for 
« battle/' Illimitablb as thy army was, O of men, it 

{ooked terri}>le ; but the army of the PandaliM, although it 
was not such (in number), yet seemed to me to be very largo 
and invincible since Ke 9 ava and Aijuna were its leaders T 

* The wdff4|e l^tUMradh^uB which eeeme to be very iiottbtfttl»«*^T 
t^rhie omitted in the Bengal teate.— *T. A 

V t JTess ie Folra, atd Una is iatra, m Hfiakantlia 

Mllitly eaiihiiti^ The Aeaamg ie*-**who would bs 4Am uJkr^ 





SsexioN XXI. 

**Sanjaya 8aid,~*Beholding the vast I>h&rtar&s£ra sSnny 
ready for battle, king Tudhishthira the son of Kunti *gave 
eray to grief/ Seeing that impenetrable Murray formed by 
Bhishma and regarding it as really impenetrably, the^ king 
became pale and addressed Arjuna, saying,* — O mighliy-armed 
Bbananjaya, how shall we be able to fight in battle with the 
Bhfirtarkshtras who have the grandsire for their (chief ) com- 
batant P Immovable and impenetrable is this array that hath 
been designed, according to the rules laid down in* the^ scrip- 
tures, -by that grinder of foes, Bhishma of transcendent 
glory !* With our troops we have become dopbtful (of suc- 
cess), O grinder of foes ' How, indeed, will victory be ours, 
in the face of this mighty array ?*— (iTfius addressed), that 
slayer of foes Arjuna answered Yu<|hishthira the son of Pri- 
tha, who had been plunged into grief at sighj;, O king, of ^hy 
army, in these words,* — Hear, O king, how soldiers^ tlfat are 
few in number may vanquish the many that are possessed^of 
^very quality!* Thou art without malice ; I shall, therefore? 
tell thee the meaner O king * The Riski Narada knows it, 
as also both Bhishma and Drona/ 'Referring to this maans, 
the Qrandsire himself, in days of old, on the occasion of the 
battle between the gods and the AswraSt said Indra and 
the other celebtials.* — They that are desirous af ^victory •do 
etot conquer by might and energy so much am by trviXh^ comr 
passion, righteousness, and energy Discriminating then 
between righteousnmess and unrighteousness, and understand'^ 
ing whaA is meant by covetousness, and havi^ recourse 
to exertion, fight without arrogance, for victory is there 
where righteousness is /** — For this, know O king, that to us 

victoiy is certain in (this)battle I Indeed, as Narada 6aid,~ 

« 

■ - . ^ 

ibe Bengal texts read Rharmenaikena ehdnayka wbieh is evi^tly 
leiilty, rsmembering that the words are Brahxnan*s tb Itvdra and tbi 
oelwailll? The Beabay readjng is Dkarmenavwnfyam^ eka wbieh'l 
have adopted,— T. 






Wh^e is vioiofry where is 

^^risbna. tndoed, iCfollowetfa IfiLdhara. And ns inetof3r ^ is 
one of his attribates» so is haniility another attaiinita Ilf . 
hia^* Qovinda is possessed of energy that is infinite, 
in tfie midst of innumerable foes he is without pain. He ul 
the most eternal of male beings. And there victory is where 
Krishna is.^* Even he» indestructible and of weapons incapable 
of being baffled, appearing as Hari in olden days, said in a 
loud voice unto the gods and the Asurcps,— TTAo amongst yofi 
would be victorious ?*• — Even they conquered who said,--^ 
With Krishna in the front we to ill conquer — And it was 
through Hari’s grace that the three worlds were obtaiined by 
the gods headed by Cakra.** I do not, therefore, behold the 
slightest cause of sorrow in thee, thee that hast the Sovereign 
of the Univer^ hnd the Lord himself of the celestials for wish-^ 
ing victory to ihy self ! — ’ 


SibTiON XXII. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘Then, O bull of Bharatas race, king 
*li^«id)3i$hthira, disposing his own troops in counter array against 
the divisions of Bhishma, urged them on/ saying, — The 
davas have How disposed their forces , in counter array 
. agri^.ably to what is laid down (in the scriptures)! Te 
.sinless ones, fight fairly, desirous of (entering) the highest 
heaven ^--^L a*the centre (of the Pandava army) was Cikhan* 
din anohis, troops, protected by Arjuna. And Dhidsbta* 


The sense is that they, viz^ the gods, who accepted Krithlia^ leady 
selected him for thdir leader, became vietCrious. The Be^al reading 
is evidently superior, vti, Anu Krishna^ literally *‘behin4 iDrtshna," 
**with Krishna in the front,*’ or *>rith Krishna as leader.*’ The Bombay 
reading is Katham Kriahna. If this were adopted the meaning wontd 
be, **How, Ksishna, shall we conquer ?” I. do not understand hdw 
victSry should be theirs who answered in this way. Of coi^e, the 
^ l^nswer implies Inodes^y. But modesty is not the sole regnisite of 
^Wfcory, is ig|pdesiy inculcated here as the chief means of victory.*-^* 



BA 

d^iaixiiiii^ laoved in the v^n, protected by The 

i(|i|[tih8m«^divi$ioa (of the F^ndava amy^ wae protected* OT 
kitig» by that mighty bowman, the handsome Yuyudh&nay tbab 
fieremost combatant of the Satwate race, resembling Indr# ^ 
himself.^ Yudbishthira was stationed on a car that w£a worthy^ 
of bearing Mahendra himself, adorned with an excellent stands 
erd, variegated with gold and gems, and furnished with goldett 
traces (for the steeds), in the midst of his elephant divisions.*!^ ** 
His pure white umbrella with ivory handle, raised over hit 
bead, looked exceedingly beautiful ; and many great Riehis 
walked around the king,^ uttering words in his praise.* And 
many priests, and regenerate Riahis and Siddhds, uttering 
hymns in his praise, § wished him, as they walked around, the 
destruction of his enemies, by the aid of Yapae, and Mantras^ 
and efficacious drugs, and diverse propitiatory ceremonies.* 
That high-soiiled chief of the Kurus, then giying away unto 
the Brahmanas kine and fruits and Hov^ers and golden coins 
along with cloths, $ proceeded li|je Cakra the chief of the* 
celestials.® The car of Arjuna, furnished ^ with a hundred* 
bells, decked with Jamvunacla gold of the best kin^, indued 
with excellent wheels, possessed of the effulgence of fire:^ad 


♦ It will strike eveR the moat cursory reader that Sanjafra, in each 
iiew section, assigns new positions to almost every, one of the*noted 
combatants of both aides, — a fact that furnishes the strongest argument 
iof supposing that all these sections abound with intb.pojations. It is 
difficult, almost impossible, to ascertain what the genuine text ia — 
f The Bengal texts read Kanchana-bkdnda-yuiaam. *Th^ Bombay 
reading is mneh better, being Kdnchanabkdnda-yokiram, For again 
,Ifdgahula»ya the Bombay edition reads Ndgap^asya. Nilakifntha no-* 
tiees the latter reading, but it is a wretched conceit. — T. ^ 

X The Bengal reading is Mahindram (king of earth, or king) ; the 
'Bombay reading is Mahendram (the great Indra). Without iva or any 
Word to that effect, iftfAendram would' be ungrammatical. — T. ^ ^ 

*g The Bengal texts read, and as I think, cortectly, Stutavanta 
The Ttnpbug[ reading is Crutavanta enam. In the case ^f regenerate 
EMisfiid Siddhas it is scarcely necessary to say that they are cinvei^ 
'Bant with the CrutU, — T. . ^ 

* ^ The Bengal reading Saftddi^dni for Savasii^ni is incorrect. I adopt 
4ke latter.— T. 



70 M^HABHABATju 

ttoto which wfiite yoked white steeds, looked eBOe|odyba|^ 
brilliant likk a»thouland And on tha^ oar tlie 

whiofit vren\ held by Ke^ava, stood the ape-bannered (Agune) 
, with Gandiva and arrows in ^ hand,*— a bowman whose peer 
Joists not on earth nor ever For crushing thy sons and 

troops he who assumeth the most awful form, — he wbo^ 
divested of weapons, with only his bare hands, pouOdetb to 
' dust men, horses, and elephants,** — that strong-armed Bhima* 
eena, otherwise called Yrikodara, accompanied by the twin% 
became the protector of the heroic car-warriors (of the Fin* 
dava army). Like unto a furious princef of lions of spmrtivo 
gait, or like the great Indra himself with (earthly) body on the 
Earth,** beholding that invincible Yrikodara, like unto a proud 
leader of an elephantine herd, stationed in the van (of the 
army), the wanrfors on thy side, their strength weakened by 
fear, began to Aromble like elephants sunk in mire.** 

*''I7nto that invincible prince Qudake9a staying in the 
midst of his troops, Janifddana, O chief of Bhorata’s race» 
•sai^,** — He who,, scorching us with his wrath, stayeth in the 
* midst bf ,his forces, he who will attack our troops like a lion, 
he^ho performed three hundred horse-sacriRoes, — that banner 
Of Kuru's race, that Bhishma, — ^stayeth yonder ** Yon ranks 
shroud him on*all sides like the clouds shrouding the bright 
luminary. O foremost of men, slaying yon troops, seek battle 
with yonder bull of Bharata’s race ”** 


Section XXIIl. 

^^Sanjaya said, — «Beholding the Dhkrtarkshtra army ap-^ 
* preach for fiErht, Er^hna said these words for Arj ana’s benefit.* 

« TPhe holy one said, — (Tleauring thyself, O might^-armed^^ 


r ^ ♦ "tThis t« how I understand this verse, and I am supported by the 

Bnrdwan Pandits. Niiakantha, it seems, thinks that the oar bad a 
thousand wbspls resembling a thousand suna This seems tv & eatia*p 
’^agaat— T. * ' 

’J^sc 15 is riad variously. As tbs last word of the Bret line, I 
fdad ^ifUtAaJtarsAa for rarSJhsAa, and accordingly J take aos as aginetpff^ 
not ai^ablatlve particle.— T. 


4nA Wik%rl} mtmuk far ^ 1l 

OR the eve of battle the hymn pa l^urgi^ ( 00 ^ 1 ^ 
^peeslng) the defeat of the foe !• — ’ * * ^ 

^'^Batijaya coatiiiaed, — Thus addr eased on the evb "of battle 
by y&sudeva endued with great intelligence, FriAba'««8pn ^ 
Aijuna, alighting from his car, said the (following) hymn^ 
inth joined handa* 

* " ^Aijuna said. — I bow to thee, O leader of Togins, O thon < 

that art identical with Brahman^ O thou that dwsUest rn the 
forests of Mandara I O*thou that art freed from decrepitude 
and decay, O Kdlit O wife of Kapdla, O thou that art of a 
-4ilack and tawny hue I bow to thee, O bringer of benefits 
to thy devotees, I bow to thee, O Mahdkdli / O wife of the 
universal destroyer, I bow to thee, O proud one, 0 thou 
that rescuest from dangers, O thou that a^t endued with 
every auspicious attribute !* O thou that art sprung from the 
Kata race, O thou that deservest the most regardful w'orship, 

0 fierce one, O giver of victory, O victory's self’ O thou* 
that bearest* a banner of peacock ^plumes, O thou that art . 
decked with every ornament ^ O thou that Ifearest an, awful « 
spear, O thou that boldest a sword and shield ! O thou ^atT 
art the younger sister of the chief of cowherds, O eldest one^ 
O thou that wert born in the race of the cowherd Nanda 
O thou that art always fond of buffalo's blood, O thou that 
wert born in the race of Kugika, O thou that art dressed iu 
yellow robes, O thou that hadst devoured Asuras assuming the 
foce of a wolf, I bow to thee that art fond of battle O 
O pdkambhari, O thou that art white in l/ue,^0 thou 
that art black in hue, O thou that hadst slain the Asura 
Kaitabha, O thou that art yellow-eyed,* O thou that art ^ 
diverse-eyed, O thou of eyes that have theP color ef smoke, !• 
bow to thee O thou that art the Vedas, the (^rutis/ and 


* I follow Nilakantha in rsndering many of the names occurring in 
this ancUlIfniicceeding dokas, 1 retain, however, these naftnes that are 
el doooknl etymology, as also those that are very common.— T. 

f Svery fohdlar knows the derivation of this wordaas given in the 
Mtk 4s{ VSlidftsa (in his KumOra Sam^havamf UtMii nidtrd fepasoRil* 
MMM jpefehdduffMhjfhm SuflhikM 
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•the higheati virtue ! ^ O thou that art propitioue to Brftbiaatiae 
engaged in aacfifioes, O thou that hast a knowledge of the 
past, O thou that art ever pieseat in the saored abodes ereot** 
* ed thee in the oides of Jamvudwipa Thou art 
^aoience of BraAma among sciences, and thou art that sleep of 
creatures from which there is no waking ! O mother of Skan* 
< da, O thou that possessest the six (highest) attributes, O Dur^ 
gh, O thou that dwellest in inaccessible regions Thou art 
described as SwcUi^, as Scedha* as Kald, as Knaht'l, and aa 
Baruswati, as SdvitH the mother of tne Vtdas, ai^d as the 
science of Vedanta,^* With inner soul c’ ansed, I praise 
thee, O great goddess ! Let victory always attend me 
through thy grace on the hold of battle In inaccessible re- 
gions, where the^e is fear, in places of difficulty, in the abodes 
of thy worshippers, and in the nether regions (Pdtdla), thou 
always dwellest 1 Tl\po always defcatest the Ddnavas /*\ Triou 
«ikrt the unconsciousness, thou the sleep, thou the illusion, thou 
the modesty, thon the berfuty (of all creatures) ^ Thou art 
, thb twilight, thoti art the day, thou art iSdvifri, and thou 
Urt the mother !*• Thou art contentment, thou art growth, 
thou aft Jight ! It is thou that supportest the Sun and the 
Moon and ma)cest them shine ! Thou art tne prosperity of 
those that are prosperous. The Siddhas^BXid the CkdraTMXs 
behdtd thee iu contemplation -j-** — ’ 

''Sanja 3 *a continued, — * Understanding (the measure of) 
Fartha's devotion, Durga who is always graciously inclined 
towards^ mankind, appeared in (he firmament and in the 
presence of Govinda, said these words.*’^ 

» ** ^The goddess *’ said, — Within a short time thou 

conquer th> foes, O Pandava ! O invincible one, thou liast 
Nirfiyana (again) for aiding thee Thdu art incapable of 
beipg defeated by foes, even by the wieldcr of the thunder-* 

‘ bolt* himself ! — ’ 

^- 7 — ^ ^ 

^ Both jSiotlM and Badhd are mcmtra$ of high efficacy. JBMd and 
MA»%h& are diviaidna of time. BoiraitwaAi impliea apeoch.— T. 

t ia explained by Nilakantha to be BwmAfak 

^ ; hence Atmandtm^pivekS'upa Bkinddhi^T, 




0 aid this, th« booa-ptiiig gpd^ss 
1?he son of Kuikti, however, obtaining that I9oe0t 
regarded himself as successful, and the son of Pnthh then 
mounted his own excellent dar.*^ And then Krishna and 
Aijuna, seated on the same car, blew their celestial conchs«i‘ 
The man that recites this hymn rising at dawn,*^ hath no fear 
any* time from Yakahaa, BaJcahaa, and Pi^dchaa, He can have 
no enemies ; and snskes and all animals that have *fangs* and 
teeth, from them^^ he hhth uO fear, as also from kings.* He is 
sure to be vietoiious in all disputes, and if bound, he is freed 
his bonds.*® He i: sure to get over all diffioulties, is 
fre from whievet., is ever victorious in battle, and wineth the 
goddess of prosperity for ever.** With health and strength, 
he livoth for a hundred years. 

*I have known all this through the grace *of Vyasa en- 
dued with great wisdom.*® Thy wicke(\ sond, however, all 
entangled in the meshes of death, do not, from ignorance ■ 
know these to be Nara and N&rayailh.'* Nor do they, entang- 
led in the meshes of death, know that the hoilr of this ^king- 
dom hath arrived, Dwaipayana and Narada, and* Kan wa,* 
and the hinlcss Raina,*^ bad all prevented thy son. Biit*1&e 
did not accept the’" words. There where righteousness is, 
there are glory ftiid beauty. There where modesty. is, khere are 
prosperity and intelligence. There where righteousness is, there 
is Krishna ; and there where Krishna is, there is victory.’ *'*® 


Section XXIV. 

*'DhritarkBhtra said, — *There (on the €eld of battle), O 
Sanjaya, the warriors of which side hrst advaced» to battle . 
obeerfully ? Whose hearts were filled with confidence, and 
wl^o were spiritless from melancholy V In that battle which 
maketh the hearts of men tremble with fear,®^ who were they 



is the correct reading, and not prid^j^hempa- 
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•troops did the flowecy garlands and* unguents emit ficngient^ 
odor# ? And whose troops, roaring fiercely, uttered *mercilill 
words ?’■ 

^Sanjnya said, — *llie combafitets of both armies were cheer* 
ful then, and the flowery garlands and perfumes of both troopm 
emitted equal fragrance.^ And, O bull of Bharata^s race, 
fierce was the collision that took place when the serried ranks 
arraySd for Seattle encountered each other.^ And the sound of 
musical* instruments, mingled with the blare of concha and 
the uoise of drums, and the shouts of brave watriors roaring 
fiercely at one another, became very loud.* O bull of Bharata*S 
race, dreadful was the collision caused by the encounter of the 
combatants of both armies, filled with joy and staring at one 
another, and the elephants uttering obstreperous grunts.’ 


Section XXV. 

^Dhritarashtia said, — ‘Assembled together on the sacred 
pFain pf Kurukshetra from desire of fighting, what did my 
andT the Panda vas do, O Sanjaya 

'‘Sanjaya said, — ^Beholding the army of the Ffindaves 
arrayed, king, Duryodhana, approaching the preceptor (Drona) 
said tbeso words :* — Behold, O preceptor, this vast army of the 
sons of Pandu, arrayed by Drupada’s son (Dhrishtadyumna) 
thy intelligent disciple .* There (in that army) are many 
brave and mighty bowmen,* who in battle are equal to Bhima ^ 
and AyjuOa! (They are) Tuyudhana, and Virkta, and that 
mighty car-warriorf Drupada,* and Dhrishtaketu, and Cheki- 
and the rul^ of the Ka9i8 endued with great energy ; 
and Purujit, and *Kuntibhoja, and Caivya that bull among 
men;’ and Tudhamanyu of great prowess, and ITttamaajaa 
of great energy ; and Subhadrk’s son, and the sons of 
paidi, all of whom are mighty car-warriors.* Hear, however^ 
O best of regenerate ones, who are the distingj,*^ jsd onei 

— ■ "f ^ ' 

► Literallyl^ *‘bea^rB of large bowa”— T. 

t Life-nHii^niSr of a large car,* or, a| ezpla|hed before, ^ Wsrrioi^ 
competent to fight aingU-handed e#ua«t a thoueaad arohera’'**^^. 


#if4 * mmau fs 

•mong iti^ tha leaders of my army ! I will name them to thee 
(^y«) information/ '(They are) thJflBelf, /md Bbishma^* 
imd BIama> and Kripa who is ever victorious ; and A^wafthi-^ 
^lan, and yikania» and Saumadatti, and Jayadratba.** Be* 
rides these are many heroic warriors, prepared to l&y dhwn 
their lives for my sake, armed with diverse kinds of weapons^ ^ 
and all accomplished in battle.* Our army, therefore, pro* 
tented by Bhishma, is insufficient. This force, however, of 
these (the P&ndavas), ^protected by Bhima, is siifficieiit.f*^ 
Stationing yourseves then in the entrances of the divisions 
that have been assigned to you, all of you protect Bhishma 
alone at this time) the valiant and venerable grandsire 

of the Kurus, affording great joy to him [Duryodbana] by 
loudly uttering a leonine roar, blew (bis) conch.** * Then 
conchs, and drums, and cymbals, and horns, were sounded at 
once, and the noise (made) became a loud i^roar.** Then 
Madhava and Panda's son (Arjuna), both stationed on a. great 
car unto which were yoked white^steeds, blew their celestial * 
conchs.** And Hrishike^ blew (the conch ^called) PSncfia^ 
yanya, and Dhananjaya (that called) Devadatta ; and riko- ' 
dara of terrible deeds blew the huge conch (called) Pc^n^ 
And Kiinti s son king Yudhishthira blew (the conch 
called) Anantavijaya ; while Nakula and Sahadeva, (those 
concha called respectively) Sughosa and ManipifJkpal^a.l^* 
And that splendid bowman, the ruler of the Ka9is, and that 
mighty car-warrior, Cxkhandin, and Dhrishtadyumna, and 


• * 

The text of the CUta has come down to na without, it may be 
vent^pred to be stated, any interpolation. The differences of reading ora j 
few and far between. For some texts rt^d tatkaivacAar-^T. 

The words AparyAptam and parydptam have exerciseef all commen* 
tators. If paryAptam is sufficient (as it certainly is), aparyAptam, may 
mean either more or Uts than sufficient. The context, however, would 
seem to show that Duryodhana addressed his preceptor in alarm and not * 

**With em^$A|pce of success. I, therefore, take apraydpteyp to be less 
than sffficient,— T, • ♦ » - 

) It has been observed before that Schlegel renc(|rs the names, o€ 
ihese conche as Oiganfsa, TAeodotex, Arundinda^ Tnumphairix^ 

0^mmi/hra^9kud that I)rofessor Wilton appro res of th€iB«'-*T. 




ViAUk and the unvanquiebed Sil^jrafci^*^ aiid AnaiMMb^^ aii4i 
the sons of ^raupacfi^ and the mightijr^aviiied ion 
drt,-^t these» O lord of Barth, severally blew their 
, And that blare, loudly reverberating through the weUdu hn# 
^EarEh, rent the hearts of the Dh&rtarilshtras/* Then behoid<«<, 
ing the Dh&rtarashtra troops drawn up, the ape-bannered* eotr^ 
of Knda, raising his bow, when the throwing of misriles lUMi 

* just commenced,*" said these words, O lord of Barth, 
Hrishik^ga.i* 

" *Arjana said, — O thou that knoweth no deterioration,^ 

* place my oar (once) between the two armies,*^ so that I may^ 
observe these that stand here desirous of battle, and with 
whom 1 shall have to contend in the labors of this struggle^^ 
I will observe those who are assembled here and who ars pre- 
pared to fight doing what is agreeable in battle to the evil- 
minded son of Phritarashtra ! — 

**Sanjaya continued, — 'Thus addressed by Oudhke9a, O 
^hlrata, Hrishike^a, placing that excellent car between tbo* 
*twp armies,** in ^ view of Bhishma and Drona and all the 
kings dr (he Earth, said, — Behold, O Pkrtha, these assembled 
Kmnis ?* — ^And there the son of Pritha beheld, standing, (his) 
sires and grandsires, and preceptors, and maternal uncles, and' 
brothers, and Sons, and grandsons, and friends,** and fathers- 
in-law* and well-wishers iu both the armies. Beholding all 
those kinsmen standing (there), the son of Eunti,*^ possessed 
by excessive pity, despondingly said (these words). 

**'A]jana^aaid, — Beholding these kinsmen, O ETiBhn% 
sembledqiogether&nd eager for the fight ** my limbs beOOillS 

* languid, and my month becomes dry ! My body trembles; MUd 

my hAir stands on e^d 'V Gdndiva slijj^s from my band,^and my 

• • 


* I^haVe elsewhere (see ante) shown why compounds sooh as this are 
* .Jiecesiary in trandatiog from the Sanskrit — T. 

f Itseemia Ihefaion to doubt the etymology of this word, as if 
commentatoA 4ff the learning of Sreedhara and 8ankara^!dlNiQda|rid ^ 
'"^d fftlakantlia, Oven upon a question of derivation and gtimmar, 
ean^Veally }>€ set aside in favor of ahything that may Oeeur ia ihs 
Pi^srsburgh lexicon. dtnehU^ga means the lord of the seneea— 

I may also meajiJ*at its outsdt of 
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liiftbaiNM Sam aaabla to^iabd (aajr lo|gmf); "ty n^Hiid Mama 
taiiiAwie^!** I behold advmae omena/Hw* O Ke^val/ } 
litt'desaa victoiy, O Kriahna, nor sorweigntj, nor pteaenres 
Ot m'hat tiae i^uld sovereignty be to us, O Ck>vinda, or eu* 
j^3nneat8, or even life,** since tfiey for whose sake sovereignty,' ^ 
and pleasures are desired by us, are here arrayed 
te battle, ready to give up life and wealth;*^ vz^i, preceptors, 
aim, sons, and grandsires, maternal uncles, fathers-in-law^ 
grandsons, brothers-in-law, and kinsmen'*^ I wish ^ not to 
slay these though they slay me, O slayer of Madhu, even for 
^ the sake of the sovereignty of the three worlds, what then 
fos the sake of (this) earth ?*** What gratification can be 
cmrs, O Jan&rddana, by slaying the Dhartarashtras ? Even if 
they be regarded as foea,-f sin will overtake us if we slay 
them«*^ Therefore, it behoveth us not to shay the sons of 
Dhritarashtra who are our own kinsmen.^ Ho^, O Madhava, 
can we be happy by killing our own kinsman Even if these, 
with judgments perverted by avariqp, do not see the evil that 
ariseth from the extermination of a race, and^tbe sin of intcy- 
neoine quarrels, why should not we, O JanUrddana,^ who see 
the evils, of the extermination of a race, learn to abstain 
from that sin A race being destroyed, the eternal customs* 
of tlyat race are lost; and upon those customs b&ing lost, sin 
overpowers the whole race.^^ From the predominance of ^ sin, 

O Krishna, the women of that race, become corrupt. And the 
women becoming corrupt, an intermingling of castes faappeneth, 

O descendant of Vrishni This intermingling c/ ^tes lead- 
eth to hell both the destroyer of the race and ^the rac«$ itself. 
The incestors of those fall (from heaven), ^eir rites of Pinda 


. ^ 

• l*he nreaning is that even for the sake of such a rich reward in 
pfoepect 1 would not kill persons so dear and near to me. I would much 
rather suffer them to strike me, myself not returning their blows. — 7*. 
t The word is dtatAyinas, For explanation Ptde note ante page 


% lllet editions read savdndhavdn *‘with (their) kinsmen or friezbds.’* 
X think, however, that swa (own) for sa (with) is tbe^correct reading^ 
K* Tm yfhhing adopts it in his translation publisiled in Vot; VllJ of the 
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iMid water ceasing.^*. By these of destroyers of niicei^ 
causing inleripiatuVe ^of castes, the rules of caste and Iba 
eternal rit^ of families, become extinct.^* We hare lieardi 
O Janhrddana, that men whose family rites become exists, 
evel dwe^l in hell.^^ Alas, wd have resolved to perpetrats # 
grea^ sin, for we are ready to slay our own kinsmen from lust 
of the sweets of soveriegnty Better would it be for me if 
the sons of Dhritar^shtra, weapon in hand, should in battle 
slay me^ (myself ) uuavenging and un^med !*• — ' 

‘'Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having spoken thus on the field of 
battle, Arjuna, his mind troubled with grief, casting aside bia 
bow and arrows, sat down on hia car.* ,, *** 

[Here ends the first lesson entitled “Survey of Forces”* in 
the dialogue between Krishna and Arjuna of the Bhagavadgiii, 
the essence of religion, the knowledge of Brahma, and the 
system of Yoga, comprised within the Bhiahma Parvan of 
the Mahdbhdrata of Vyasa containing one hundred thousand 
verses.] 


Section XXVL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Unto him thus possessed with pity, his 
eyes filled and oppressed with tears, and desponding, the 
slayer of *Madhu said these words.* 

“ ‘The holy one said, — Whence, O Arjuna, hath come upon 
thee, at such a crisis, .this despondency that is unbecoming w 
person of no^le birth, that shuts one out from heaven, and 
that is producti\^ of infamy ?* Let no effiminacy be thine, 
P son of Kunti ! '{his suits thee not ! Shaking off th||fl vile 
weakness of heart, arise, O chastiser of foes ! — 

• ‘“Arjmlh said, — How, O slayer of Madbu, can t with 
arrows contend in battle against Bhishma and Drona^ deserve 
^ iDg« as they are, O slayer of foes, of worship Without 

* In 80Di^ fdi^ions this lesson is stated to be “ * *U**‘**VfinBrf 
^desQsiption of the lesson again is given in fewer worda — T. ^ 

•t The commei^tatoTs betray their ingenuity by emphasising the word 
ulhiihhU (with arrows), Explaining **how can I encounter them with 

mhim I cthttot eumunter with even har$hvordt 
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(one's) precepWs cf great glory, is wel^ (For oBd)i 
td live on even alms in this world. But slayiAg preceptors; 
even if they are avaricious of wealth, I should only enjoy 
plleasures that are blood-stained!** We know not whicl^ of 
the two is of greater moment to us, viz, whether we should 
eonquer them or they should conquer us. Those slaying whoni 
we would not like to live, even they, the sons of Dhritarkshtra; 
stand before (us) !* My nature affected by the taiut of «com- 
passion, my mind unsettled about (my) duty, I ask the€v! Tell 
me what is assuredly good (for me) ! I am thy disciple ! O, 
instruct me, I seek thy aid ’t** I do not see (that) which would 
dispel that grief of mine blasting my very senses, even if I 
obtain a prosperous kingdom on earth without a foe pr the 
veiy sovereignty of the gods IJ*’ 

‘^Sanjaya said, — ^Having said this unto Bvishiko^a, that 
chastiser of foes— -Oudkko9a — (once morej^ addressed Qovinda, 
sa3dng, — I will not fight, — and then remained silent.|® Unto 
him overcome by despondency, Hrishike^a, in the midst of 
the two armies, said.'* . , ^ 

** 'The holy one said, — Thou mournest those that, cfeservei. 
not to be mourned. Thou speak est Also the words of the *( 6 o« 
called) wise. Those, however, that are (reall}') wise grievd 
neither for the dcadmor for the living." It is not that I or 

' ■ ■ ■■ ■ . 1 ^ . ■ - . 

jlrtAaJtdrndn is an adjeettive qualifying G^urun. Some commentators, 
particularly Sreedhara, suggest that it may, instead, qualify dAoffdtfm 
The meaning, however, in that case would be far>>fet€hed. — T. 

f Sreedhara explains that Kdrpanya is companion* (for kinsmen^ 
and dotha is the fear o{ sin (for destroying a race). The first compound, 
therefore, according to £im, means, — *‘My naturciaffeeted by both com* , 
passion and fear of sin &c.” It is better, however, to take Karpcmynk 
itself an a cKosAa (taint or fault). K. T. Telang understands it in thitf 
Wi^y. Upahatci, however, is affected and not contaminated. — T. 

What Arjuna says here is that ‘*£ven if I obtain such a kingdoni 
on Barth, even if I obtain the very kingship of the gods, I do nol: yet • 
tee ^hatwiJl dispel that grief which will overtake me if I^slay my pre»* 
Ceptor 'ipa kinsmen'* Telang’s version is sightly ambiguou8.V“T. 

g the Bengal texts have Parantapa with a Viaarget, thus imp*iying 
that it refers to Oaddkega. The Bombay edition ^iqts it without 
the Ftforpa, implying that i^is in the vocative case, reeving to Bhrita* 
lAihtra the listner.— 'f. * 
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^ you or those rulers^f meo netrer thM oU 

iiot^hereaA^er^be.** Of an embodied being, as c^ldlx^^ 
youth, and decrepitude are in this body, so (also) is the acq^ei^f. 
Bition of another body. The mfijk that is wise is never dflitdK 
^ ed in The contacts of the senses with their (respeo^ 

tive) objects producing (sensations of ) heat and cold, pleasim 
and pain, are not permanent, having (as they do) a begin* 
ning^and ^n end. Do thou, O Bharata, endure tbemP^ 
For the man whom these afflict not, O bull among meo» 
who is the same in pain and pleasure and who is firm in mind, 
is fit for emancipation-i*** There is no (objective) existence 
of anything that is distinct from the soul ; nor non-4xistenoe 
of anyjihing possessing the virtues of the soul. This conclu* 
sion in respect of both these hath been arrived at by those 
that know the, truths (of thiug8)4** Know that [the soul] to 
be immortal by which all this [universe] is pervaded. No one 
^ can compass the destruction of that which is imperishable.*^ 
It hath been said that these bodies of the embodied (soul) 
which is eternaJ, indestructible and infinite, have an end. 
,Do thou^ therefore, fight, O Bharata !*® He who thinks it 
[the soul] to be the slayei^and he who thinks it to be the slain, 
t>oth of them know nothing ; for it neither slays nor is slain/* 

^ t 

* jOne of the most useful rules in translating from one language 
into another is to use identical words for identical expressions in the 
original. In translating, however, from a language like Sanskrit 
which abounds with syuonyms, this is not always practicable witli* 
On{ ambiguity.* As an example, the word used in 13 is Dhira ; that 
used in ll is Pandifa, There can be little doubt, however, that 
and Dklra have exactlg the same meaning. — T. * « 

t Amritafwa is leatly emancipation or non-liabillty tc tftpeatea death 

repeated rfbirtfa. I'o render it as **immorta]tty” % perhaps, a little 
slovenly, for every soul is immprtai, and this partii||lar section in€iiii4\ 
catea-it. — ^T. ' 

t JSat^ and asat are the two words which must be distinctly imdet^ 
stood as they pecuT often in Hindu philosophy. JSat is expli^ed as Ihl) 
real. i. e. the dbu)^ or anything as real and permanent soul* ^ 

Amit is the reverse of this, t. e. the unreal or the Not-soul. nhat le 
ei/d here by |[rhdiua that the unreal have no existence ; the |Se3^ 
agaiil, can have no non*existence. Is not this a sort tA ncwliolllfita 
i4iq|iiin%#. 
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R Ul K6ver bont, nor doth ^t ever die ; nit, having eststed*, 
it exist no more. Unborn, unchangeable, eternal, £iid[» 
ancient, it is not slain upon the body being slain.** ^at man 
Who knoweth it to be indestructible, unchangeable, ^ithdufr 
decay, —how and whom can he slay or cause to be slam ?*^ \8 a. 

‘ man, casting off robes that are worn out, putteth on others that 
are new, so the Embodied [soul], casting off bodies that are 
worn out, entereth other bodies that are new.^* Weapons clfeave 
it not, fireisonsumeth it not ; the waters do not drench It, nor 
doth the wind waste it.** It is incapible of being cut, burnt, 
drenched,^ or dried up. It is unchangeable, all -pervading, 
stable, firm, and eternal.** It is said to be im perceivable^ 
inconceivable, and unchangeable. Therefore, knowing •it to 
be such, it beboveth ihee not to mourn (for it).*® Then again 
even if thou regardest it as constantly born and constantly 
dead, it bchoveth thee not yet, O migbty-armed one, to 
mourn (for it) thus :*® For, of one that is born, death is cer- 
tain ; and of one that is dead, birth certain. Therefore, it 
behoveth thee not to mourn in a matter that is unavoidable,*^ 
All beings (before birth) were unmanifest. Only during an 
interval (between birth and- death), O Bharara, are’ they * 
manifest; and then again, when death comes, they become 
(once more) unraanifdfet ! What grief then is there in^this ?** 
One looks upon it as a marvel ; aiiolher speaks of it as a mar- 
vel. Yet oven after having beard of it, no one apprehends, 
it truly.*® The Ertibodied [soul], O Bharata, is ever indestruc- 
tible in every one’s body. Therefore, it behoveth fh^e ^j^ot to 
grieve for all (those) creatures Casting thy eyes on the 
(prescribed) duties of thy order, it behoveth Ihee not to waver, 
foji;; there is nothing else that is better for a Ashatri 3 ’a than a > 
battle fought fairl 3 ^®' Arrived of itself and (like unto) an 
open gate of heaven, happy are .those Kshatriyas, O Partha, 
that obtain such a fight !** But if thou dost not fight such a 
just bating;,, /<hou shalt then incur sin by abandoning ^he duties 
of thy 4rder and thy feme I** People will then- proclaiaa 
thy etarnal infamy, and to one that is held in reject, infamy 
is gfeat^f (as an evil) than death itself.** All great car-war- 
riois will regard theef as abslainipg from battle from fe&r, and 
11 ] 
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thau wilt* be^ thought lightly by^ those that bad (bith«»i 0 ) 
esteemed thee highl 3 \** Thy enemies, decrying thy proweai^ 
will say many words which should not be said. What can be 
mo^e painful thau that ?** Slain, thou wilt attain to heaven ; 
or \ictoriou8, thou w’ilt enjoy the Earth. Therefore, arise, Q 
son of Kunti, resolved for battle Regarding pleasure and 
pain, gain and loss, victor}'^ and defeat, as equal, do battle 
for Cattle’s sake and sin will not bo thine This knowledge 
that hath been communicated to thee is (taught) in^tbe S<in^ 
khr/a (s^’stem). Listen now to that (inculcated) in the Yoga 
(system) I Possessed of that knowledge, thou, O P&j-tha, wilt 
cast off the bonds of action In this [the Yoga system] there 
is no waste of even the first attempt. There are no impedi* 
meats. Even iU little of this (form of ) piety delivers from 
great fearf^® Here (in this path] O son of Kuru, there is only 
one state of mind, consisting in firm devotion (to one object, 
viz, securing emancipation). The minds of those, however, 
that are not firmly devoted (to this), arc in any* branched (un- 
settled) and attached to endless pursuits.*' That flowery talk 
wl^ich tliey that are ignorant, they that delight in the words of 
the Vedaa, they, O Partha, that say that there is nothing else, 
they whose minds are attached to worldly pleasures, they that 
re^tfd (a) heaven (of pleasures and enjoyments) as the high- 
est object of acquisition, utter, — (that flowery talk) which 
promises birth as the fruit of action and which ooncems itself 
with multifarious rites of specific characters for the attldh- 
xnent «of pleasures and power, — their hearts being deluded by 
that (flowery talk), the minds of those men who are attached 
to pleasure and |fower cannot be directed to contemplation 
(of the dtvine befog) regarding it as the sole means 6f eman- 

t 

■ ' j ' * ■■ I. ■ I iiii|,i, 

* * Host texts read Yvdhaya Yujifoswa, A maniiscript belongisg to 
a friend of mine bsM the correction in red-ink, Yudhdya Yudktwzck IS 
tgeords so well with the spirit of the lesson sought to be^ncS^ted hers 
that 1 make n^scruple to adopt it.— T. 

4 f A life in this world that is subject to decay and death. HW 

fomnAptoiM-T. 




«tT4 FAWA^] bhishua pab^ as 

oijMitioQ The Veda§ are concerned ij^tb three qoalitiee, 

religion, profit, and pleasure). Be thou, O Arjuna, ^reo 
from them, unaffected by pairs of contraries (such as pleasure 
and pain, heat and oold, &c.), ever adhering to patience, \vith^ 
out anxiety for new acquisitions or protection of those* already 
acquired, and self-possessed.^* Whatever objects are served 
Iby a tank or well, may all be served by a vast sheet of water 
extending all around; so whatever objects may ^ be served 
by all the Ve<las, may, all be had by a Brahmana ^having 
knowledge (of self or Brakma),f^^ Thy concern is with Work 
only, but not with the fruit (of work). Let not the fruit be 
th}^ motive for work ; rtor let thy inclination be for inaction.**^ 
Staying in devotion, apply thyself to work, casting off attach- 
ment (to it), O Dhananjaya, and being the same in success or 
unsuccess. This equanimity is called Fojjrc^ (devotion).** 
Work (with desire of fruit) is far inferior to devotion, O Dhan- 
anjaya ! Seek thou the protection of dre\?otion ! They that 
work for the sake of fruit are miserable.*® He wh(^ hath devo- 
tion throws off, even in this world, both good ;Eict ions and bad 


What Krishna seeks to inculcate here is the simple truCh ^hat 
persons who believe in the Fetdas and their ordinances laying dowa* 
sp^cidc acta for the attainment of a heaven of pleasure ahd power, can- 
not have that devatio?i without which there cannot be final emancip|tion 
which only is the highest bliss. The performance of Vedic rites may 
lead to a heaven of pleasure and power, but what is that heaven worth? 
True emancipation is something else which must be obtained by devo- 
tion, by pure contemplation. In rendering Janina-KarniA-pJialapraxidfa 
I have followed Cankara. Creed hara and other commentators el plain it 
differently. — T. ^ 

♦ This $loka has been varioualy rendered by various translators. It 
is the same that occurs in the Sanat-Sujdta Parva ot the U<Xjoga^ ( Vida * 
Vdyoga^ Section — XLV. Page. — 164). Both CVeedhara and Cankara 
(and i may mention Anandagiri also) explain it in this way. Shortly 
stated, the meaning is that to an instructed Brahmana (Brahma-knowing 
person and not a Brflhmana by birth), his knowledge (of self or Brahma) 
teaches which is obtainable from all the *VeckJ^ just as m 

tnan wanting to bathe or drink may find a tank or well as useFul 
to him as a large reservoir of water ocoupyix^g an *iex tensive ares, 
KilakaiitAs explains it iu a different way. I hare noticed^it in page 16i 
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^lUitiond. Therefore j ftPP^F thjwelf^to derotioii. 
oiilji^ oleve^eee in action !*^ ^he wise* {Kmeesedi of detotidii); 
oast off the ft’uit born of action, and iVeed from the obligaMeik 
‘ of (repeated) birth, attain to that region where there is no w* 
^ happiness.*^ When thy mind shall have crossed the msEse of 
delusion then shalt thou attain to an indifference as regards 
the hearable and the heard.*** When thy mind, distraotodf 
(now) by wjiat thou hast heard (about the fncans of acquiring 
the diverse objects of life), will he firmly and immovably fixed 
on contemplation, then wilt thou attain to devotion !**~ 

•“Arjuna said, — What, O Ko<;ava, are the indications of 
One whose mind is fixed on contemplation ? How shhuld one 
of steady mind speak, how sit, how move ?** — 

** ‘The holy one said,— ^When one casts off all the desires 
of his heart aecf is pleased within (his) self with self, then 
is one said to be of steady mind.®* He whoso mind is not 
^ agitated amid calamities, whose craving for pleasure is gone, 
who is freed from attachment (to worldly ohjocts), fear, and 
• wrath, is said to, be a Muni of steady mind.** His is steadi* 
ness of •mind who is without affection everywhere, and who 
feehith no exultation anil no aversion on obtaining diverse 
objects that arc agreeable and disagreeable.*^ When one 
withdraws his senses from the objects of (/hose) spnses as the 
tortoise its limbs from all sides, even his is steadiness of mind.** 
Objects of sense fall back from an abstinent person, but not 
80 the passion (for those objects). Even the passion reoediBs 
frUm one ^ho has beheld the Supreme (Being).-f-** The agitlMb- 


* CrotavyaMya Crutcayacha is literally “of the hearable and thefiMrd,^ 
k f. «. “what you may dr will hear, and what you have heard.*’ Bfropetii 
’tranetators of the QitH view in these words a rejection of the Vicku by 
the author. It is amusing to see how confidently they dogmatise upou 
this point, rejecting the authority of Oankara, Creedbara, Anandagiri, 

and the whole host of Indian commentators. As K. T. Telang, howeveri 
has anaweAd tb% point elaborately, nothing more need beelXN^ere.«»«T, 

^ One may abstain, eithertrom choice or inability to proem tham« 
f Aim the olvMgrof enjoyment. Untti, however, the very desire to ai(joy 
Is suppress^ 'One cannot be said to have attained to steadiaeef’yl^atihid. 
Pt AriaMMI^sayiog that he is a^volufiaary «vho' pines at tiio ’wwn 
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i6g ml»$B9, 0 aoa of Knaii, forcibly draw *i^y tJie mind of eye^ 
H WTO man atrmng hard to keep himeelr alooC fibm thetiL^* 
Bastmnmg them a11» oae should stoy in oontemplation, mak.^ 
ing me his sole refuge ! For his is steadiness of milfd whose 
tenses are under control.*^ Thinking of the objects of nenae, a 
person's attachment is begotten towards them. From attach* 
taient springeth wrath." From wrath ariseth •want of dis- 
wdmination ; from want of discrimination, loss of memory ; 
from less of memory, Ipss of understanding ; and from foss of 
understanding (he) is utterly ruined.*’ But the self-restrained 
man, enjoying objects (of sense) with senses freed from attach* 
xnent and aversion and under his own control, attaineth to 
peace (of mind).** On peace (of mind) being attained, the 
annihilation of all his miseries taketh place, since tte mind 
of him whose heart is peaceful soon becometh ^steady.*** He 
who is not self-restrained hath no knowledge (Of SQlf). He 
who is not 'self- restrained hath no contenipTation (of self). He 
who hath no contemplation hath peace (of mind). Whence^ 
oao there be happiness for him who hath no peace (of mind) y*** 
For the heart that follows in the wake of the senses Aioving 
(among their objects) destroys his understanding like tjie^wind 
a boat in the waters.J*^ Therefore, O thou of mighty arms. 


abstinence, and the (Thristiau doctrine of sin being in the* wish, mere 
abstinence from the act constitutes no merit. — T. * 

♦ The particle At in the second line is explained by both * Cankara 
and Anandagiri as equivalent to Yasnidt, The meaning becomes cer- 
tainly clearer by taking the word in this sence. The ^ however, may 
also be taken as implying the sense of *4ndeed.” — T;^ • 

f Buddhi in the first line is explained by Creedhara as AtmavUihayd 
^mddhi, BhAvanSLy Creedhara explains, is Dkyknam ; and Cankara, as* 
Atnwjndndbhinive^s, K. T. Telang renders DfidvanA a« perseverance 
X dk> not think this is correct. — T. 

} Cankara, Anandagiri, and Nilakantha explain this doka thna 
Crhedhara explains it otherwise. The latter supposes the pronoons ya< 
Mid tcU to mean a particular sense among the Charatom indriydnBm^ 
If CrecMhara’s interpretation be correct, the meaning woiifld be — 'That 
(jane sense) amongst the senses moving (among their objects) whic% the 
follows, (that one sense) tosseth the mind^s (or ^he mun’is) under- 
iisiidjllg sbout like the wind tossing a (drunkeh boatman’s) boat on the 
waters,’' The psrenAhelioalwrords are introduced by Creedhara himself. 
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hia is steadiness of^mind whose Bengea are restraineii on 
^des from tfie object of sense,** The restrained man is 
when it 18, night* for all creatures ; and when other ereatnreflj 
^ are awsLI^ that is night to a discerning JIfum.** * He intO^ 
whom alf objects of desire enter, even as the waters enter tlwr 
*oceaq which (though) constantly replenished still maintains iur 
water-mark unchanged, — (he) obtains peace (of mind) and not 
• one that longcth for objects of desire.’® That man who moveth 
about, giving up all objects of desire, \vho is free from craving^ 
(for enjoyments), and* who hath no affection and no pride* 
attaineth to peace (of mind).’* . This, O Partha, is the divine 
stAte, Attaining to it, one is never deluded. Abiding in it 
one obtains, on death, absorption into the Supreme Self I — ' 


Section XXVII. 

"‘Arjuna said, — devotion, O Janirddana, is regarded 

•by thee as superior to wo rk,^ why then, O Keejava, dost thoU 

engage me in such dreadful work ?* By equivocal words thou 

• seemesi to confound my uuderstauding. Therefore, tell (me) 

one thing definitely by whi/jh I may attain to what is good 1 *— 

, “ ‘The holy one said, — It hath already been said by me, 

O sinless one,* that there* are, in this world, two kinds of 

devotion ;* that qf the Sankhyas through Knowledge aud^ that 

of the Yogins through Work.® A man doth not acquire fifee* 

dom from work from (only) the non -performance of work. Nojir, 

dotji he acquire final emancipation from only renunciation (of 

' work).^ •No* one ^n abide even for a moment without doing 

» work, for all persons^, constrained by the tendencies of (their) 

*di 8 |>osition, perform work.*f-* That man of deluded soul who, 

-? ; J 

It may not be out of place to mention here that so far as Bengal^ 

Mithil^ and Beneras are concerned, the authority of Creedbara is re* 
. yarded as supreme. — T. * % 

• The vulgar, being spiritually dark, are engaged in worldly |mr* 
sutta The sa^^e in ipiritual light is dead to the latter. ^T. 

f^rakritijais, Gunais is explained by Creedhara as qualities bora ol 
one’s nature ^uch yt Rtkgadvtth&di. Cankara tbinks that they are the 
qualities or at^^tes ef j^rimal matter (which enters into the 
ol^veiy such as Satwai luld 


BHISHMA PARTA* 



87 


Wbing the oi^BB of sei&e, liveth menmlly cherishing the* 
ehjeots of sense, is said to be a dissembler.* He, howtver^ 
O Arjnna* who restraining (his) senses by his min<f, ^ngagetb 
Sn devotion (in the form) of work with the organs* of work^ 
and is free from attachment, is distinguished (above all)/ * 
(Therefore), do thou always apply to work, for action is better 
than inaction. Even the support of .thy body cannot be ac* < 
oomplisbed without work.** This world is fettered by all 
work other than that* which is (pe^nned) for Sacrifice. 
(Therefore), O son of Kunti, perform work for the sake of 
ihaU freed from attachineut.'f’^ In olden times, the Lord of 
creation, creating men and Sacrifice together, said, — Multiply 
by means of this [Sacrifice] ! Let this [Sacrifice] be»to you 
(all) the dispenser of all objects cherished by you Bear 
the gods with this, and let the gods (in retifrn) rear you ! 
Bearing each other, you will obtain th%t ^ which is beneficial 
(to you) Reared by sacrifices the gods will bestow on you« 
the pleasures you desire. He who*enjoyeth (himself) without 
giving them what they have given, is assuredly a jbhidf** 
The good who eat the remuauts of sacrifices are fjPeed from 
all sins. Those unrighteous ones incur sin who dress foc^ for 
their own sakes.^* — From food are all creatures ; from rain 
is the production oi^ food ; rain is produced from sacj^ifice ; and 
sacrifice is the outcome of work.§‘* Know that woift pro^^ 
Ojseds from the Yedas ; the Vedas have proceeded from Him 


♦ Apply to work,” i. e, to work as prescribed int the ‘scriptdres. 
Thus Caiikara. ^*To morniug and evening prayejs &c., ” ^js Sree- 
dliara.*-T. 

t Sacrifice is Vishnu’s self as declared by the CriUis ; work for aacH- ' 
fice, therefore, is work for Vishnu’s sake or gra?Lfication.»^or 
ikttif i. a, for sacrifice’s or Vishnu’s sake. So all the commentators. — T. 

( Sh&isaya is explained by both Oankara and Creedhara as Far- 
dAaya” or “make grow.” Perhaps, “rear” is the nearest approach ^to it. 
In English. K. T. Telang renders it “please.” The idea is eminently 
Indian? The gods are fed by sacrifices, and in retnrx^ theyfteed men 
sending rain. The Aswrag again who warred with the gods warred ^ith 
siorifices.<^X. 

is explained by both Cankara and Creedhara as rain. If 
means also the clouds or the^origi^ of ravn^T 






bath dee^^ Therefoi%, t6e ill^pdirvadittg Si i q wiii ^ 
Bmitg IB insialfed in saorifioe.*'* He who oonfbmeth iilot.M 
the wheel Chatis thus revolving, that man of sinful life 
lighting iji (the indulgene of ) his seDses. liveth in vain, O Fin*. 
. tha The man, however, that is attached to self only, thai^ 
is contented with self, and that is pleased in his self. — he bath' 
no work (to do)/^ He hath no concern whatever with actioia 
nor wkh any omission here. Nor. amongst all creatures, ia^ 
there anjr upon whom his interest depe&deth.J** Therefore, al-^ 
ways do work that shield be done, without attachment. The' 
man who performeth work without attachment attainetji to the 
Supreme.** By work aloue. Janaka and others, attained the 
accompkshmeot of their objects. Having regard also to the 
observance by men of their duties, it behoveth thee to work.** 
Whatever one that is great doth, even that Vulgar people do. 
Whatever he maketi^ authority, ordinary men follow that.y* 
JThere is nothing whatever for me. O Partha. to do in the 
three worlds, (since I have)* nothing to acquire which hath 
not be^n acquired*; siill I engage in actiou.H^* For if at any 

time I should not. without sloth, engage in action, men would 
. » — ■■ - - , . . 

The word in the original that is rendered Vedas is Brahma. It 
may mean the Sapreme Soul. Of course, in Brahuiauic literature, the 
VedoM are JBvakma and Brahma is the Vfdas^ but still in the second line 
of 15 Aiere is no necessity of taking Brahma as equivalent to the Vedat* 

1 do not think Telaiig is accurate iu his rendering of this line. — T. 

t Tne wheel referred to is what has been said before, eittf, from tllk 
VedtLB are work, from work is rain, from rain is food, from* food are^erea- 
tures, from creatarea again work, and so back to the Fedoa— 

I The sense seems to be, as explained by the eommentalote, Ihak 
raeh a man earns no merit by action, nor siq by inaction or omtesion. 
Vor is there anybody, ftom the Bumpreme Being to the lowest creatnm 
on whom he depend# for anything. — ^T. 

$ The example set by the great is always caching. Itaras here ia. 
and not ‘^other.” Kwrute which I have rendered aa ‘hnalcetll* 
is used in the senses of **regardeth.’’ Praeidnam, however, asay no* 
«>^^eesarily dh^n spmetking else that is set up as authority. II may 
' relessto the aotioas themselves of the great man eet up by him m 
a stiiidard.->T. 

Greedhara woi^ eemnect **in the three worlds” with what IQ^Icwil 
I Mlow Caakara JmA the naturid or^e| of tie worda*-T. 
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{Midi, O B&ridia, •& all ndes f* f^eo woiildS' mauiii’- 
pyi d i if I did not perform work, and I should* oaose intois^' 
nd^cture of oi^tes and ruin these people.*^ As they* that ara^. 
igaq^Rant work, O Bh&rata, heiug attached to work, sq sbouldi^ 
a wise man work without being attached, desiring to make 
men ohseryant of their duties.** A wise man should *no<r 
oauso confusion of understanding among ignorant persons who 
are attached to work ; (on the other hand) he should, (him* 
iself) acting with devotion, engage them to all (kiifds ofy 
•work.** All work is, in every way, done by the qualities of* 
nature. He, however, whose mind is deluded by egoism, 
regards himself as the actor.**^ But he, O mighty-armed one, 
who knoweth the distinction (of self ) from qualities and work, 
is not attached to work, considering that it is his senses alone 
(and not his self) that engage in their objects.-f-** They that 
are deluded by the qualities of nature,, l^ecome attached to 
the works done by the qualities. A person of perfect know* 
ledge should not bewilder those •men of imperfect know* 
ledge.l** Resigning all work to me, with (thy) mind diveetdd 
to self, engage in battle, without desire, without affection, 
and with thy (heart’s) fever dispelled !§*® Those meh l^hat 
always follow this opinion of mine with faith and .without 
cavil, attain to filial emancipation even by work.*^ §Ut they 
who cavil at and do not follow this opinion of mine, Iftiow, 
that, bereft of all knowledge and without discrimination, are 


* The word rendered “nature” is prakriti. It rea&y implietf “primal 
Wtter.^’— T. ^ 

t The eeaond line, literally rendered, is “deeming that qualities 
engage in qualities.” The first “qualities” imply the seases, and the 
second, the objects of the senses. The purport is that one knowing the 
distinction referred to, never thinks that his soul is the actor, for that 
which is work is only the result of the senses being applied to %heir 
objects. — T. _ 

% O^tna-karmashu is explained by Caukara as works of Ihe qualitisS| 
or works done by them. Sreedhara explains the compound as “qIXalt* 
tSss (their) works. — T. 

M work to me, i. e. in the belief that all you do ia for 
jae or* my sake.— -T. * s 

£12 } 



, ifiiiied” Sveo a\wise mm seta nboordiiig tn^ hia 0im4|l0|4Mr^ 
All living beitfgs follow (thmr own) oatme* What thou wauM 
irestraiut tfvail ?*’ The sensds baYe» as regards . Iba alijaMla 
of the Ejpnses, either affecticm at aversion fixed. One fdiotiUI 
not submit to these, for they are obstacles in one's waj.**^ 
Oue*s own duty, even if imperfectly performed, is better than 
Mother’s duty even if well performed. I>eath in (performanoe 
nf ) one’s osm duty is preferable, (The adoption of ) the dttiy 
of another carries fear (with it).** — • 

“ ^Arjuna said, — Impelled by whom, O son of the Yririinl 
race, doth a man commit sin, even tbongh nn willing and as 
if constrained by force /** — 

*Xhe holy one said, — It is desire, it is wrath, bom of tiia 
attribute of passion ; it is all devouring, it is very sinful* 
Enow this to he the foe in this world l-f-*’ As fire is enveloped 
by smoke, a mirror dust, the foetus by the womb, so is thieX 
enveloped by desire.** Knowledge, O son of Kunti, is en- 
Teloped by this constant foo of the wise in the form of desire 
whicl^is insatiable and like a hre.*^ The senses, the mind, 
and the understanding, arc said to be its abode. With these 
it ddiudeth the enibodiod *seif, enveloping (his) Knowledge.** 
^Therefore, restraining (thy) senses bxst, O bull of Bharata’s 
race, cas^ off this wicked thing, for it dsstroyeth knowiedga 
derived from both instruction and ineditation.§** hath 

been said that the senses are supericn* (to the body ^lUbdi is 
inert). Superior to the senses is the mind* Superior lio die 
mind is tha * understanding. But that, which is superior Uk 
the un^erstandlhg is Thus knowing that which is 

The eensee, as regards their diverse objects in the world, are 
^either drawn^towards^hem or repelled by them. These likee and db^ 
likes (in the case of men who, of course, only act according to thohr 
natnres) stand lit the way of their emancipation if men snbmit. th 
thsfii.--T. 

V Desire, if not gratified, results in wrath. Thus the eonvi|e||» 
•i^tors.— T. ^ 

Vide next.|b»ha.-^T. ^ ^ 

S PrayoAt ii|JMlained by both Cankaraahd Sreedhara asptfrii^w^ 

% Alt tb«*Su|«ema 8o«l or Bei|g.-*1. 
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tbi» uaderrtftiK&ig, and reatoaiping (iilyr) idtf |ifi 
day, O mtgliiiy-armdd one, the enemy in *tbe eh«|MP at 
desire irluoli ie difficult to conquer !’ i 



Section XXVIIL 

f “‘The holy one said, — This imperishable (system oiji 
9erotiott I declared to VivaSwat ; Yivaswat declared it to 
Manu ; and Manu oomnninioated it to Iksbaku.* Destending 
thus from generation to generation, the royal sages came* to ^ 
know it But, O chastisor of foes, by (lapse of a) long time 
tthat devotion became lost* to the world.* Even the same 
(ayatem of) devotion hath today been declared by me to thee, 
Cbr thou art my devotee and friend, (and) this is a great mya* 
tery** — 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — Thy birth is posterior ; Vivaswat’s birtk 
is prior, How shall 1 understand then that thou hadst first 
doolarcd (it) — • 

“ ‘The holy one said, — Many births of mkie have ppsseii 
away, O Arjnua, as also of thine ! These all I know, bat 
thou dost not, O chastiser of foes!** Though (Jam) nntk>m 
mid of essence that knoweth no deterioration, though (I am)* 
the lord of all creatures, still, relying on my own (|gaaterial) 
Mthre I take birth by my own (powers) of illusion.® Whetiso* 
over, O Bharata, loss of piety occurreth, and the' rise of im* 
piefty, on those occasions do I create myself.® For the protee* 
tion of the righteous, for also the destruction of etil-doers, f6r 
the sake of establishing piety, I am born age &fter ageV He 
that truly knoweth my divine birth and wofk to be such, cast- 
ing off (his body) is not born again ; (on the othqjr hand) ho , 
oomotb to me, O Arjuna I* Many who have been freed from 
llttaelKment, fear, and wrath, who were full of me, and who 
relied on me, have, cleansed by knowledge and asceticiam, 
affined to my essence.^* In whatsoever manner lyaiL ..od&e 
to me, in the selfsame manner do I accept thdm. It ia 

0 Fixtha, that men follow on all sides.*^^ , They in this 

- ii' . , 

There can be little doubOthat jRrhat Kriahna says Here in tha^ eo 
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t World that.are deeatoas of the fiuooess of wstioav tro rt^ p v||Mr> 
iiie^gods, *for in this world of men the encoess resnlting* firMI 
aetion^is soon attained.^* The quadruple di^on of oastoa 
' was orei^d by me according to the distinction of qualitiee 
and duties. Though I am the author thereof (yet) know me 
to fie not the author and undecaying.*^* Actions do not 
touch me. I have no longing f6r the fruits of actions Be 
tiiat Jtnoweth me thus is not impeded by actions. B lUOW 
ing this, even men of old that were desirous of emancipation 
]>erformed work. Therefore, do thou also perform work as 
was done by them of old of olden times/* What is action 
and what inaction, — even the learned arc perplexed at this. 
Therefore, I will toll thee about action (so that) knowing it 
thou mayst be freed from evil/* One should have knowledge 
of action, and one should have knowledge of forbidden 
actions; one should, also know of inaction. The course of 
^ action is incomprehensible/^ He that sees inaction in action 
and action in inaction, is trise among men ; he is possessed of 
devotion ; and ho is a doer of all actions/® The learned cal! 
him wise whose efforts are all free from desire (of fruit) and 
(consequent) will, and whose actions have all been consumed 
*by the fire of knowledgef/® Whoever, resigning all attach-* 
ment to^the fruit of action, is ever contented and is depen-* 
dent on none, doeth nought, indeed, although^ engaged' m 
action.®^ He who, without desire, with mind and the sensed 
tinder control, and casting off all concerns, performeth action 


form of worship is unacceptable to him. Whatever the manner of l|lf 
worship, it is I that am worshipped. After K. T. Telang’s exha|bitlve 
. and reply to Dr. Lorinser’s strange hypothesis of the tflrd 

having been composed under Christain influences, it is scared/ necoa^ 
aary^ to add that such toleration would ill-accord with the theofy of the 
Christian authorship of the poem. — ^X. ' 
s/ /. e. both inactive and undecaying. Work implies exertion apd, 
^erefore, ^oss o{ energy, In me thire is no action, no loss of energy 
a«d, therefore, oo decay. — T. 

f vivarjjitdSy i, e, freed from kdma (desire of Imit) 

, aankalpa (^e coiAequent will or determination to do). both 

* at^tkttkara.'-*-T. 


ihe presenration# of the body, ilTcurretii^ n& riiu***, 
Sh who is cooteated with what is earned without^ exerli€% 
who hath risen superior to the pairs of opposites, who is with* 
out jealousy, who is equable in success and failuro, is nob 
fettered (by action) even though he works.** All his actions 
perish who acts for the sake of Sacrihce, who is without dffech 
tions, who is free (from attachments), and whose mind is fixed 
Upon knowledge.-f"*® Brahma is the vessel (with, which the 
libation is poured) ; Brahma is the libation (that is efFered) ; 
Brahma is the fire on which by Brahma is poured (the 
libation) ; Brahma is the goal to which he proceedeth by fix- 
ing his mind on Brahma itself which is the action.}** Some 
devotees perform sacrifice to the gods. Others, by njeans of 
sacrifice, ‘offer up sacrifice to the fire of Brahma,^^ Others 
offer up (as sacrificial libation) the senses of Vhich hearing is 
the first to the fire of restraint. Others ^again) offer up (ae 
libations) the objects of sense of which sound is the first to the 
fire of the senses.?** Others (again) offer up all the functiona 
of the senses and the functions of the vital winds to the fire 
of devotion by self-restraint kindled by knowledge.lF®! Others 
again perform the sacrifice of wealfli, Ihe sacrifice of* ascetic 
austerities, the sacrifice of meditation, the sacrifice of (Vedidy 
study, the sacrifice of knowledge, and others are ascetics of 
rigid vow8.ll** Some offer up the upward vital wind (P'sadna) 


* China is mind, and 6tmdL in this connection is the senses. Thus 
both Sroedhara and Cankara. — T. ^ 

f Sacrifice means here the Supreme Soul. What is fion^ for the 
sake of sacrifice is done for procuring emancipation. — ^T. 

} What is meant by this is that in the case MU such a person com* 
plete identification with Brahma takes place, an^ when ^uch an iden« 
tlfication has taken place, action is destroyed. — T, 

g /. a, offering up sacrifice itself as a sacrifice to the Brahma fir% 
thOy oast off all action. — T. ^ 

? Ofiering up the senses to the fire of restraint means restrajpiag 
the seuses for the practise of Toga, Offering up the objer^^*^ HflSe een^ 
ies means non-attachment to those objects,— T. ^ 

IT Suapending the functions of life for contemplation or Toga , — X* 

II these cases the sacrifices consist in the ffiving'*away of wealth, 
la the^ascetio austerities.thecyselvea, in meditation, m etudy,^ &e. 8ree« 
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tbe downmrd vf|pil wind nnd utltMi^ 

imd vitak^winfl to the upward vital wind ; 80md» aUMlial^ 
the eonnB\>( (both) the upward and the downward vitai wiiidhil.' 
are'devoti^ to the restraint* of the vital winda Others of JW«* 
tiioted rations, offer the vita! winds to the vital wiiida^*^- 
Bved all these who are conversant with sacrifioe^ whose dW 
Save been consumed by sacrifice, and who eat the remnants 
sacrifioe which are amrita, attain to the eternal BrallvML^ 
(Sven) ^this world is not for him who*doth not perform 
fioe. Whence then the other, O best of Kuru’s race f** Thtta 
diverse are the sacrifices occuring in the Vedas, Know that 
all of them result from action, and knowing this thou wilt t»0 
emancipated ** The sacrifice of knowledge, O chastiser of 
foes, is superior to every sacrifice involving (the attainment 
of) fruits of acTtion, for all action, O Part ha, is wholly corapre*' 
hended in knowledg§.-t” Learn that [Knowledge] by prostra*'' 
,fion, enquiry, and service. They that arc possessed of know- 
Fedge and can see the trutlf will teach thee that knowledge,*^ 
ki^vdog which, O son of I^ndu, thou wilt not again oomw 
l^^ouch delusion, and , by which thou wilt see the endless 
^eathr^s (of the universe) in thyself (first) and then in me I*** 
Even if thou beest the greatest sinner among all that arw 
sinful, th^u shalt yet cross over all transgi^ssions by the raft 
of kilbwledge.** As a blazing fire, O Arjuna, reduceth fuel to* 
ashes, so doth the fire of knowledge reduce all amtons to* 
adiea*' For there is nothing here that is so deaMing M 
kwpwledjire. • t)ne»that hath attained to success by 'devotipis 
finds it without * effort within his own self in tinte.^ He 
dblieiil^th kdowledglr who hath faith and is intent on it and 
Jmho hath his senses^under control ; obtaining knowledge^ onw 


dharf explains the first compound of the second line differently, .Adit 
h<»rd|ng to himv it meana^ not study and knowledge, but the knl»dSld|ps 

^ This <^n8i8ts of 3 lines.* All these are diffisrent kinda of 

or the diffe^nt etagee of Yaga practice.— «*T. 3 , 

/. e, knowUSlge bsCng attained, the fruits of aetloa are qlpahjsd 
V|^ at leai||, their end being coBipaseed.*-^^ 



VBaaitA 9^; 

tinaqiij^ty in DO' of 4hter 

no koowledge and no faith» and whose* mind ie 
oi'^lioubt^ is lost. Neither this wprld, nor the next) \ior ha{»{nH 
nsni, is. for him whose mind is full of doubt.^ Actioj^s do hol^ 
fetter him, O Dhananjaya, who hath cast off action by dexon 
tibn* whose doubts have been dispelled by knowledge,' aii4 
who 38 self-restrained.^^ Therefore, destroying, by the sword 
6f knowledge, this doubt of thine that is bom o£ ignorance 
and that dwelleth in thy ^mind, betake to devotion, (and) 
arise, O son of Bharata 1’ 

Section XXIX. ^ 

■ 9 J 

‘Aijuna said, — Thou applaudcst, O Krishna, the aban^ 
donment of actions, and again the application (to them)! 
Tell me definitely which one of these two superior !*-*— 

*Tbe holy one said, — Both abandonment of actions and 
application to actions lead to emancipation. But of these 
application to action is superior to abandonment.^ He sbouid 
always be known to be an ascetic who hath no aversion nor 
desire. For, being free from pairs of opposites, O them of 
mighty arms, he is easily released from the bonds (of action).? 
Fools say, but not n those that are wise, that Sdnk^ya and 
Yogau are distinct. One who stayeth in even one (of the^wd) 
reapeth the friut of both.*"^ Whatever seat is attained by 
those that profess the Sankhya system, that too is reached 
by those that profess the Yoga. He seeth *t^uiy ^who seetb , 
iSSinJchya and Yoga as one.f * But renunciation, O mighty 
armed one, without devotion (to action), is difficult to attain* 
(TbO; ascetio who is engaged in devotion »(by action) reach* . 
etb the Supreme Being without delay.® He who is engaged in 
demotion (by action) and is of pure soul, who hath conquered 
his body and subdued his senses, and who identifieth bimbelf 

SdmJchyok is renunciation of action, while Yoga is devotion 
^action. — T. 

' grammatical form of the word Tog^ as here employed fs 

exaeptionaL-^T. 


m 


uMumuuajki ' pmwmm 

rwith all orefitaras, d'not fettered though jurfonning (aetaoiH^^,^ 
The^man of deVotion» who knowoth the truth, thioketh^l OHi 
dovng nothing — when seeiujjf, hearing, touching, emelliiii^^ 
eating, i^oving, sleeping, breathing, talking, excreting, takiii^. 
opening the eyelids or closing thejn ; he regardeth that it ie 
the Senses that are ei^ac^ed in the objects of sense**!-^’ 
who, renouncing attachment, engagetb in actions, resigning 
thenp to -Srahmat is not touched by sin as the lotus leal 
(is not touched) by water.^^^ They that are devotees, casting 
off attachment, perforin actions for (attaining)' purity of sei^ 
with the body, the mind, the understanding, and even the 
senses (free from desire).^^ He that is possessed of devotion^ 
renouncing the fruit of action, attaineth to the highest tran* 
quillity. He that is not possessed of devotion and is attached 
to the fruit of action, is fettered by action performed £tom 
desire.** The self-jestrained embodied (self ), renouncing all 
iK^tions by the mind, remains at ease within the house of nine 
gates, neither acting himstlf nor causing (anything) to act.9** 
The Jord is not the cause of the capacity for action, or of the 
actions df men, or of the connection of actions and (their) fruitt 
It i^ukture that engages (in action).*^ The Lord receiveth no 
one’s sin, nor also merit. By Ignorance Knowledge is shrouded* 
It is for Ifhis that creatures are deluded.** • But of whomsoever 
tbatf Ignorance hath been destroyed by knowledge of sel^ 
that knowledge (which is) like the Sun discloseth the Supreme 
Being.** Those whose mind is on Him, whose very soul is He, 
Who abide«id Him, and who have Him for their gpal, depart 

' never more to return, their sins being all destroyed by,.^, 7 kQOW- 


The fi'iet explained as the soul, the second as the bodyi 

by all the commentators. — T. 

Taking tneans taking any thing with the hands. — T. 

^Watex v^hen thrown over a lotus leaf escapes without soaking or 
«4renching^m^ leaf at all.-^T. 

i Telang renders jPura as city. Of course, the body having two 
^gyes, two e{irB,^wo n^trils, one mouthi and two openings laore* 
,4loniv iswieimt,— Xi 




PAKPm. ' ef' 

l^%e.*** Thoj' that; ' ai% wise oast an equai^ eye e|i ft BiftliV, 
mana eadued with learning and modesty, on a* cow, an ^let 
iriiant, a dog, and a Chandala^-f^* Even here has Birth been 
conquered by them whose minds rest on equality ; a|id sincei 
Brahmfi is faultless and equable, therefore, they (are said to): 
abide in He whose mind is steady, who is'nob; 

deluded, who knows Brahma ^ and who rests in Brahma, doth 
not exult on obtaining anything that is agreeable nsr dotb ha 
grieve on obtaining anything that is disagreeablet^^ Ha 
'whose mind is not attached to external objects of sense, 
obtaineth that happiness whiob is in self ; and by concentrat*- 
ing his mind on the contemplation of Brahma, he enjoyeth 
^ happiness that is imperishable.^^ The enjoyments born of 
the contact (of tlys senses with their objects) are productive * 
of sorrow. He that is wise, O son of Kunti, never taketh 
pleasure in these that have a beginning and 'an end.®* Thab 
man who even here, before the dissolution of the body, is able 
to endure the agitations resulting from desire and wrath, 
is fixed on contemplation, and is happy.*® •He who f];3de?b 
happiness within himself, (and) who sporteth within himself, 
he whose light (of knowledge) is derived from within hiffiself, 
is a devotee, and becoming one. with Brahma attaineth to 
absorption into Those saintly personages whose sins 

have been destroyed, whose doubts have beifen dispelled^ who 
are self-restrained, and who are engaged in the good of all 
creatures, obtain absorption into Brahma}^ For those devo- 
tees who have been freed from desire and wrathy'^whose minds 
are under control, and who have knowledge of self, absorption 
into Brahma exists both here and hert%fter.§®® Excluding 
^from his mind) all external objects of sense, directing the . 

* Such men are exempted from the obligation of re-birth. Leaving 
this body they merge into the Supreme Soul. — T. . 

+ The word is Swap&ka meaning a member of the lo wes 

X *^Brahma is fauUUss and equabl® «« Creedhafa, others, — “si lfce 
faultless equality is Brahma.”. — T. 

S.mPe sense is that they are at one with Bra%ma both here and here* 
after.— T. 
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•Vlsaa! glai^ between the brows,* mingling (into' o^e) 
npi^un) and (he downward life-breaths aid makidg ^hh^' 
pass throoglr the Doatrife,. the derotee, who has V6stirfd:ii^ 
the sens^, the miikt, aod the ODdefStandiug, beiog hkteat 6il' 
emancipatioo, and who is freed from desire, fefu*, and wratli^' 
is emancipated, indeed Knowing me to be the enjoyeih 

af all saorifioes and ascetic austerities, the great Lord of 
fhe worlds, « and the friend of all creatures, such a one ohtaii^' 
eth traiftiuillity ! — * ”** 


Section XXX* 

** ‘iTie holy one said, — Regardless of fruit of actreo, he that 
performs the actions which should be perfonped, is a Renoun* 
aer and Devotee, and not one who discards the (saeriflciaiy 
Are, nor one thalrabstaine from action.^^ That which has been 
^ aalled Renunciatmn, know that, O son of P&ndu, to be Devo«* 
tion, since nobody can be at I>Dvotee who has ‘not r^oiinced^ 
|idl) i;esolTe8.f* ‘ To the sage desirous of riskig lo Devodoop 
action is said to be the means ; and when be has risen to 
devotion, cessation of acti^ is said to be tl&e means.* When 
one is no longer attached to the objects of the senses, nor to 
actions, and when one renounces all resol«<res, then is one said 
to ha/e risen to Devotion.* One should raise |his> self by self; 
ane should not degrade (his) self ; for one's own self is one*a 
friend, and one's own self is one's enemy.}** To him (only) wh& 
ksb subjugated 1^ self By his self is self a friend. But to him 
who has not sul^gated his seif, his self behaves inimically lifca 
an enemy.* The sOul of one who has sobyugated his self anil 
^ who is in t^e enjoycnent of tranquillity, is steadily fixed (ofi 
itself) amid cold and beat, pleasure and pain, and also honor 
and '^dishonor.* That ascetic is said to be devoted wheoo 

and experience, who hath nd 

BsnoiSiwr aodiitvotea and 

,f Which spring frees 

* X 8e7f in this Is expliloed by the oomtaentators as sripiipi The 
adndt anltss eaiitsoUed» camiot lead|lo def otion.-^T* 


aodiid is satisBed with knowledge 








wb0 hath gabjuff^ted his HaxiseSf to whom ^ $0^^ 
4ftWg» Md gold are alike.*. He who news squally whll^sru^J^ 
^ends> foes,, strangers that are indifferent to hiiq, those 
take part with both ddes, those that are objects of ayersioiii 
those that are related (to him), those that are good, dBid those 
^hat are wicked, is distinguished (above all others).*. A| 
devotee should always fix his mind on contemplation, remaiur 
ing in a secluded place, alone, restraining both^mind^ an4 
body, without expectations (of any kind), and withopt con* 
eem (with anything).*" Erecting his seat immovably on a 
clean spot, not too high, nor too low, and spreading over it a. 
piece of cloth, a deer-skin, or blades of Ku^ grass, and 
there seated on that seat, with mind fixed on one object, and 
restraining the functions of the heart and the senses, one 
should practice contemplation for the purificittion of self.^'"** 
Holding body, head, and neck ^ven, unmoved, and steady^ 
and casting his glance on the tip of Kis nose, and without 
looking about in any of the differeiit directions," with mind 
in tranquillity, freed from fear, observant, of the practices 
cf BrahTtiochdrins, restraining tho mind, with h^rt fixed 
CU me, the devotee should sit doVn, regarding me .aa the 
object of his attainment." Thus applying his sou( constantly^ 
the devotee whose is restrained, attains tot that tranquil* 

lity which culminates in final absorption and assimilition^witli 
mf*" Devotion is not one’s, O Axjuna, who eateth much| 
Bunr one’s who doth not eat at all ; nor one’s who is addicted 
too much sleep ; nor one’s who is always a^ake.^* Devo^ 
jtion that is destructive of misery is his who Vis temperate iq 
loQ^ and amusements, who duly exerts Jiimself temperately 
jm all his works, and who is temperate in^ sleep and vigil&^J 
.When one’s heart, properly restrained, is fixed on one^s own* 
then, indifferent to all objects of desire, is one called a 
^^uptee.t" As a lamp in a windless spot doth not flicker, even 


and dtmM are explained by the comaentltors as Und 

%ody/-T. ^ 

^ 4- on on^B ovm selfy i. e, withdrawn Uam all ^bjecto of 

Thua*Cankara,— T, ' 




l«l 




^ tliat is the resemMasce deolareki q{ a devotee Trhoee lieiM 
kath been i^estrained and who applieth hk self to abstiaetioa**?^ 
That (condition) in which the mind, restrained by practioe ofl 
abstraction, taketb rest, in which beholding self by self one^ 
is gratified within self in which one experienceth that higb«i 
est felicity which is beyond the (sphere of the) senses andii 
which the understanding (only) can grasp, and fixed on whioh^ 
one ^ever jswerveth from the truth ;®‘ acquiring which onw 
regards^ no other acquisition greater than it, and abiding im 
which one is never moved by even the heaviest sorrow f* thati 
(condition) should be known to be what is called Devotion im 
which there is a severence of connection with paid; That? 
Devotion should be practised with perseverance, and with aa: 
undesponding Jieart.*^^ Renouncing all desires without cxcep-^ 
tion that are bofn of resolves, restraining the entire group of’ 
|ibc senses on all sides by uiind alone,** one should, by slow: 
degrees, . become quiescent, (aided) by (his) understanding con*^ 
'(arolled by patience, and th^n directing his mind to self shoulcl 
tkink^ of nothing.^** Wheresoever the mind, which is (by5 
nature) restless and unsteady, may run, restraining it froox 
thosef one should direct it* to self alone.®* Indeed, unto suck 
i devotee whose mind is in tranquillity, whose passions havei 
been suppressed, who hath become one witj;i Bnihvia and who 
is fre^ frefm sin, the highest felicity coineth (of its own 
cord).®^ Thus applying his soul constantly (to abstractioD)^ 
the devotee, freed from sin. easily obtaineth that highest 
hafjppiness, contact with He that hath devoted 

(his)* ^If to abstraction, casting an equal eye cverywherej 
beholdeth his self ic all creatures and all creatures, v in hie 
belt** Unto him t^at beholdeth me in everything and bet 
boldeth everything in me, I am never lost and he also is nevef 

y ' 

— " - * — ^ — • — ■ - 

^ Ninchay^na is explained by Cankara as equivalent to “with pSrso^ 
verarh^lhiii^p^eadily. Creedhara explajinR it as equal to “with t^/e certi^ 
of knowledge acquired by inetruction. — T. 

f Dbriti-grahitayS Tuddhyft is, as explained by Cankara and qthetf, 
with understanding eoK trolled by patience.*’ K. T. Telang reqdein it 
‘♦with firm^reBolye eot^pled with courage, ”--T, 
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to me.'*** He 'tb’at worshippeth me as Abiding in all erea« , 
holding (yet) that all is one, is a devotee,* and whatafveir 
Inode of life he may lead, he liveth in me.*‘ Xhat devotee^ 
O* Aijuna, who castetTi an equal eye everywhere, regarding^ 
all things as his own self and the happiness and miseiy of 
Others as his own, is deemed to be the best.®* — 

» «*Arjuna said, — This devotion by (means of ) equanimity 
which thou hast declared, O slayer of Madhu, — ^^alas)«from' 
restlessness I do not see* its stable presence O Krishna; 
the inind is restless, boisterous, perverse, and obstinate. Its 
restraint I regard to be a.s difficult of accomplishment bb 
(the restraint) of the wind 1®* — 

“*The holy one said, — Without doubt, O thou of mighty 
arms, the mind is difficult of subjugation and (is) restless; 
With practice, however, O son of Kunti, and with the abandon* 
tnent of desire, it is controlled.®* It is tpy belief that by hint 
whose mind is not restrained. Devotion is difficult of acquisition; 
But by one whose mind is restrained and who is assiduous, it 
is capable of acquisition with (the aid of) metas.*®— 

‘Arjuna said, — Without assiduity, (though) endtted witfi 
faith, (and) with mind shaken off from devotion, what*is the 
^ end of him, O Krishna, who hath not earned success in devo- 
tion ?®^ Fallen off from both, is he lost like a separajjed cloud 
or not, being (as he is) without refuge, O thou of mHifhty- 
arms, and deluded on the path (leading to Brahma) .?J®® This 
my doubt, O Krishna, it bchoveth thee to remove without 
leaving anything. Besides thee, no dispeller pf t"6ie doubt * is 
to be had !§®® — * * . 

' 'The holy one said, — O son of Prith3, neither here, nor 
hereafter, doth ruin exist for him, since •none, 0 sire, who ^ 


*/.<?,! am always visible to him, and he too is always withii) my 
eight and I am always kind to him. — T. ^ 

f /^•c, how its stable existence may be secured, the mijfe" 
nature ever restless. — T. -rtscaa" 

: X FMen off from hotli^ i. e, from heaver (through york) and absorp- 
iien imkt* Brdkma (through devotion). — T. 

.. § tVUhoiit lenvlng i, eiitirelj'.— T. 
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performs good (ac(l») cornea by an eidl etid.'^ Attauung to ilb% 
mgioas (resex^ed) for those that perform meritor^ixs 
aad living* thjsre for many many years, he that bath fidlea olB^ 
from devotion taketh birth in the abode of those that 
piotis and endued with prosperity.^* Or, he is bom even^ ipi^ 
the family of devotees endued with intelligence. Indeed, % 
birth such as this is more difficult of acquisition in this 
worid.^* Xhere [in those births] he obtaineth contact with 
that [Brahmic] knowledge which was •his in his former life; 
and from that point he striveth again, O descendant of ^ixro^ 
towards perfection.'^* And althoutrh unwilling, he still work^ 
eth on in consequence of that same former practice of hia 
Even one that enqnireth of devotion riseth above (the fruits 
of) the Divine Word.*** Striving with great efforts, tbsi 
devotee, cleansed qf all his fans, attaineth to perfection afteS 
many births, and then reacheth the supreme goal.** Thq 
devotee is superior to ascetics engaged in austerities ; he is 
esteemed to be superior to<even the man of knowledge. Ths 
devote is superior to those that are engaged in aotio% 
Therefore, become a devotee, O Arjiina **• Even amongst all 
the devotees, be who, full of faith and with inner self reat^ 
Ing on me, worshippeth me, is regarded by me to be the 
most devout ’ ”*^ 


Section XXXI. 

“ ‘The k^y ope said, — Listen, O son of Pritb&, how, with- * 
ont donbt, thouf*mayst know me fully, fixing thy mind on ma* 
pmctiaiug devotion,* and taking refuge in me 1* I will nbw, 

, arithout leaving anything, speak to thee about knowledge 
and experience, knowing which there would be left nothing in 
this world (for thee) to know.* One among thousands of 
men striveth for perfection. Of those even that ar^ assiduous ^ 
an^Siiavu*%ttained to perfection, only some one know^th me ^ 

— m i fi ' ■ ' ' 

^ \ •» The Divine Word, u e, th.e Vedas. So great la the effiosoy, of 
l^evotiou that one morAy enquiring of it tranaoends him who owiloniUI ^ 
to the ritsi of ^ Kadctf.— T. 
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Baartlii water, fir$ • air, space, mind, also undemtuoMt^ 
uig, and ocmciousness, — thus hath my nature Ibeen dividiN^ 
eightfold/ This is a lower (form of my) nature. ^DifTeren# 
fi*6m this, know there is a higher (form of my)^ naturV 
iMlich is animate, O thou of mighty arms, and by which/ 
this universe is held.-|-’ Know that all creatures have these 
for their source. 1 am the productive cause of the entire uni<^^ 
Wsfse, and also its destroyer.* There is nothing else,* O 
Phananjaya, that is higher than myself. Upon me^ is alt 
this woven like a row of pearls on a string.^ Taste I am ii» 
the waters, O of son Kunti, (and) I am the splendour of both* 
the moon and the sun. I am the O771 in all the Vedas^ the, 
sound in space, and the manliness in men.* I am the fragrant 
odor in earth, the splendour in fire, the life in all (living) 
creatures, and penance in ascetics.® Know me, O son of Pri^ 
th&, to be the eternal seed of all beings. J am the intelligence 
of all creatures endued with intelligence, and the glory of 
alt glorious objects.*® I am also the»strength of all that are 
endued with strength, (myself) freed from desire and t.hirft^ 
and, O bull of Bbaratas race, I am the desire, .consistent 
with duty, in all creatures.^** And all existences which' are 
of the quality of goodness, and which are of the quality of 
passion and quality oi darkness, know that they are^ indeed# 
from me. I am, however, not in them, but they are in the.** 
This entire universe, deluded by these three, entities consisting 
^ (thes^) three qualities, knoweth not me that am beyond 
^hem and undecaying ;** since this illusion of mine, dejgend* 
iiig on the (three) qualities, is exceedingly marvellous and ~ 


W (My aome one^ i e, very few. J^or per/ectioift ». e, fov knowledge > 
of self. Thus all the commentators. — T. 

• f The last word of the first line of this sloka is pardtn (higher) and . 
not epordm with the initial a silent owing to the roles of Sandhi, Many 
the Bengal ^xts have apardm^ not excepting the latest im,e p^ted 
at Ga]oatta.^T. 

^ * t Kdma which I have rendered desire is explained by Oreedhara 
tlic wilh for an unattained object ; and rCLga as t^e longipg on thirst for 
idbiW. . The second Kdma is explained as desires of the class of love or 
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highly of feeing transoended. They that raort 

alone cross tfeis illusion.**^ Doers of evil» igiioraat:.aqMw 
the worst of *their species, robbed of their knowledge by {mf)^ 
Hlu8ioii<*nd wedded to the stAte of demons, do not resort to 
Soe/* Four classes of doers of good deeds worship me, # 
Arjuna, viz, he that is distressed, he that is an enquirer (after 
me), he that is desirous of wealth, and he, O bull of Bham^ 
ta’s •race, •'who is possessed of knowledge.’* Of them, b« 
that is* possessed of knowledge, being always devoted andl 
having his faith in only One, is superior to the rest, for unto 
the man of knowledge lam dear above everything^ ar 1 he 
also is dear to me.’ ^ All these are noble. But the man* of 


knowledge is regarded (by me) to be my very self, since he, 
with soul fixed ^on abstraction, taketh refuge in me as the 
highest goal.’* At the end of many lives, the man possessed 
of knowledge attaiueth to me, (thinking) that Vdsiuieva is 
cM this. Such a high-souled person, however, is exceedingly 
rare/* They who have been robbed of knowledge by desire, 
resoH to other godheads, observant of diverse regulations and 
fK>Dtrolled by their own nature.^*® Whatever form (of god* 
^hea<r or myself) any worshipper desireth to worship with faith, 
that faith of his unto that (form) 1 render steady/’ Endued 
with th(it faith, he payeth his adoratfions to that (form), 
aad\>btaineth from that all his desires, since all those are 
ordained by rne.f*® The fruits, however, of those persons 
endued wi^ little intelligence are perishable. They that^ 
woEnl^ the divinities go to the divinities, (while) they that 
Vorsbip me come even to meS** They that have no discern* 


* DavHmz explained by Cankara as divine ; by Creedbara aa;^'liisr» 
yeUoaa*-T. . , 

f The diverse desires are about sous, lame, victory over enemiesi 
} regulations, such as fasts &c ; their own nature, i. «. di8p<witioil 
M A gpendejit on the acts of their past lives. Thus al^ the oomaiea* 

t The worshipper obtains his desires, thinking he gets them from fte 
life godhead hi^worshipe. It is, however, 1 that give him those^^^T*. t 
' $ Tlie divin^ies^bmng perishable, myself imperishable. WQat thesa 

periA^li, What my^^w^rshipf^rs obtain » imp«rititia>la^^»7jft 
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togwl me who am (Really) unmaaifest to b%ire beoonio* 
^iMnifest, because they do not know my transcendent anidi 
nndecaying state than which there is nothidg higher.^*^ 
Shrouded by the illusion of my inconceivable popper, I am 
not mainifest to all. This deluded world knoweth not me 
that am unborn and undecaying.^* I know, O Aijuna, all 
things that have been past, and all things that are present, 
and all things that are to be. But there is nhbody* that 
knoweth me.®* All creatures, O chastiser of foes, are delud- 
ed at the time of their birth by the delusion, O Bharata, 
of pairs of oppositiea arloing from desire and aversion.*^ But 
persons oi meritorious deeds whose sins have attained 
their end, being freed from the delusion of pairs of oppo- 
sites, worship me, firm in their vow (of that worship).®* Those 
who, taking refuge on me, strive for release from decay and 
death, know Brahman, the entire Adhy^tma, and actiou.*!-®* 
And they ^.ho know me ^.lth the Adhihhnta, the Adhidaiva, 
and the Adhiyajna, having minds fixed on abstraction, know 
me at the time of their departure (from this world), ^ 

Section XXXII. 

• 

' * 'Arjuna said. — What is that Brahman, what js Adhy- 
atiiia, what is action, O best of male beings ? What ^ilscT has 
been said to be Adhibhuta, and what is called Adhidaiya 
Who is hero Adhiyajna, and how, in this body, slayer of 
Madhu ? And how in the time of departure art thou be 
known by those that have restrained their seifs ?® — 

‘'The holy one said , — Brahman is the * Supreme and in- 
destructible. Adhyatma is said to be its cAvn manifestation, 

♦ The ignorant, without knowledge of my transcendent essence take 
me to be no higher than what is indicated in my human and other 
incarnate manifestations. Thus Creedhara. — T. ^ 

t AdRy^man is explained as all that by which B^ah^an is to be 
attained. All OKiiiom means the Vhole course of duties and practici^r^ 
leading to the knowledge of BrahtMm, — T. 

* three words occurring in this ilokcL are eapiained in the next 

Awtton, forming as do th«subj#t of a qaesttdi|by^ t. 

•c 14 1 
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The offerings (to any godhead in a aadrifico) which cancel tibe 
production ^ and development of all this is called action.^^ 
Adhibhuta is &11 perishable things. The Adhidaivata is tbo 
(primal) «male Being. Adbiyajna is I myself in this ibodiy» 
O hest of all embodied creatures Remembering me alone 
in (his) last moments, he that, casting ofT (his) bociy, depart** 
eth (hence), cometh into my essence. There is no doubt in 
this.* Whifchever form (of godhead) one remembereth when 
one caste th off, at the end, (his) body, unto that one goeth, 
O son of Kunti, having habitually meditated on it alwaya* 
Therefore, think of me at all times, and engage in battle. 
Fixing thy mind and understanding on me, thou wilt, with- 
out doubt, come even to me.'^ Thinking (of the Supreme^ 
with a mind not. running to other objects and endued with 
abstraction in the form of uninterrupted application, one goeth 
O son of Pritha, untoothe Divine and Supreme male Being.* 
He who at the time of his departure, with a steady mind, 
endued with reverence, wifn power of abstraction, and direct- 
ing "^e life-breath called Prana between the eye-brows, 
thinketh of that ancient Seer, who is the ruler (of all), who is 
m^uuter than the minutest atom, who is the ordainer of all, 
who is inconqeivable in form, and who is beyond all darkness, 
cometh ufito that Divine and Supreme mdie Being.**"'® I will 
tell thee in brief about that seat which persons conversant 
with, the Vedas declare to be indestructible, which is entered 
by ascetics ^eed from all longings, and in expectation of which 
(peegij^) pfhetis^ the vows of Bi^ahinacharinaP Casting off 
(■this) body, he who doparteth, stopping up all the doors, con^ 
fining the mind within the heart, placing his own life-breath 
called PrSna between the eye-brows, resting on continued 
meditation, uttering this one syllable Om which is Brahman^, 
and thinking of me, attaineth to the highest goal.-f^**"^* He 


BAdva is prodnctloii, and Udbkwva is growth or dsvslopaisnt. 
‘"Thus Creedhara.— 

t All the V the senses. Confining the mind Within the 

Ilearb, t. e, withdrawing the mind from all external objteta liflstCAai 
lie expUiued by Creedhara to mean fore *^tetweea*tbe 
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a}wii.ya thi&ketli of pio with mind ever withdrawn 
flil other objects, unto that devotee always engage on inedi* 
Nation, I am, O Pkrtha, easy of access.^^ High-souled persoi^ 
who have achieved the highest perfection, attaining to me, dd 
not incur re-birth which is the abode of sorrow antf which is 
transient/* All the worlds, O Arjuna, from the abode of 
'Brahman downwards, have to go through a round of birthsL 
On attaining to me, however, O son of Kunti, there ^is no 
re-birth.*^*® They who, know a day of Brahman to ^nd after 
a thousand Tug as, and a night (of his) to terminate after a 
thousand Yugas, are persons that know day and night.'f-*^ On 
the advent of (Brahman’s) day everything that is manifest 
springeth from the unmanifest ; and when (his) night cometh, 
into that same which is called unmanifest all things dis- 
appear/* That same assemblage of creatures^ springing forth 
again and again, dissolveth on the advent of night, and spring- 
eth forth (again), O son of Pritha, wKch day cometh, cons- 
trained (by the force of action, fec.).J^® There is, however, 
another entity, unmanifest and eternal, which is beyon^„^b»t 
unmanifest, and which is not destroyed when all th^ entities 
arc destroyed.*^ It is said to be unfhanifest and indestructible* 
They call it the highest goal, attaining which no one hath 
come back. That isjuy Supreme seat/^ That Supreme Being, 
O son of Pritha, He within whom are all entitils, a^d by 
whom all this is permeated, is to be attained to by reverence 
undirected to any other object/* I will tell thee the times, O 
bull of Bharata’s race, in which devotees departing (from this 
life) go, never to return, ot to return/® Tlfc fire, tli®*"right, 
the day, the lighted fortnight, the six mopths of the northern 
ftolstice, departing during these, persons knowing Brahma 


* All these regions being destructible and liable -to rebirth, those 
that live there are equally liable to death and rebirth. — T. 

t The meaning, as explained by Oreedhara, is that such per^o^s are 
tnddAo know all, and not those whose knowledge isi» bounded by Jbhe 
course of the sun aud the moon. — T. 

« t In tKis round of birtha. and deaths, the c^eatujrf^ themselves are 
^ agents being all the while subject to the influence of AormOt' 

as eaplabwd.by the ctMttmentttors.*^T» 




lOS UAfpLAmAmATA, 

Jio Brahma.*^ Smoke, night, the dark" iTortiti^ 
the six mon*th9of the sou them solstice, (departi^) in theii^ 
the devotee, .attaining to the lunar light, retl i | |e th.** T^hef 
bright and the dark, these two paths, are regard^ to be tb% 
eternal ^wo paths) of the universe, the one, (one) goetb 
never to return; by the other, one (going) cometh back*** 
Knowing these two paths, O son of Pritha, no devotee ia 
deluded, therefore, at all times, be endued with devotion, O 
Krjuna The meritorious fruit that is prescribed for the 
(study of the) Vedas, for sacrifices, for ascetic austerities, and 
for gifts, a devotee knowing all this (that hath been said hereX 
attaineth to it all, and (also) attaincth the Supremo and 
Primeval scat.* *’“® — 


Section XXXIII. 

*The holy one saill, — Now I will tell thee that art with-* 
out envy that most mysterious knowledge along with experi- 
ewc^knowing which thou wilt be freed from evil This is 
a royal science, a royal mystery, highly cleansing, directly 
apprehensible, consistent %vlth the sacred laws, easy to practise, 
(hnd) imperishable.* Those persons, O chastiser of foes, who 
have no faith * in this sacred doctrine, no( attaining to me, 
return to\,he path of this world that is subject to destruction.* 
This entire universe is pervaded b}" me in my unmanifest form* 
All entities are in mo, but I do not reside in'them.^ Nor yet 
are all entitKjS in me. Behold my divine power. Supporting 
all dfirCities and* producing all entities, myself doth not (yet) 
reside in (those) entities.* As the great and ubiquitous at- 
mosphere always oqcupieth space, understand that all entities 
reside in me in the same way.*f** All entities, O son of Kunti, 
attain to my nature at the close of a kalpa. I create them 
again at the beginning of a kalpa^X* Regulating my own 


The commeii%at<>rs eicplain the words the light, day? &c., as 
several godheads presiding over particular times. — T. 

t The atiii 08 ]||tere occupies space without affecting it or Its nature. 
So all things are, in the Supreme Beipg without affectiifg him. — Tt - 
' J My nature, t. the umuanifeslrpriiifiple or primal essencel— T. 
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^Mi^>e&dont) urfkire I create agaia again thia whole aasera-, 
blage of entities wl),ich is plastic in oonsequenee * of its sub* 
joetion to nature.** * * Those acta, however, O Dhaaimjaya, do 
not fetter me who sitteth as one unconcerned, being nnatta^^ 
ed to those acts (of creation).® Through me, the overlooker, 
primal nature producoth tho (universe of ) mobiles and im- 
mobiles. For this reason, O son of Kunti, the universe passeth 
through its rounds (of birth and destruction).*!-*® ,Not know- 
ing my Supreme nature of the great lord of all entities, 
ignorant people of vain hopes, vain acts, vain knowledge, con- 
founded minds, wedded to the delusive nature of A suras and 
RakshasaSf disregard me (as one) that hath assumed a human 
body.***** But liigh-souled ones, O son of Pritha, possessed 
of divine nature, and with minds directed to nothing else, 
worship me, knowinsr (me) to be the origin oPall entities and 
indestructible.*® AIwh 3 's glorifying me, (or) striving with firm 
vows, (or) bowing down to me, with reverence and ever devot- 
ed, (they) worship me.J** Others again, performing the sacri- 
fice of knowledge, worship me, (some) as one, (some) 
tinct, (some) as pervading the universe, in many# forras.S*® 
I am tho Yedlc sacrifice, I am the sacrifice enjoined -in the 
Smritis, I am SwadhH, I am the medicament produced froAi 
herbs; I am the 4 nantra, I am the sacrificial* libation, I am 
the fire, and I am the (sacrifiicial) offering.1l*® 1 ai^^ the 
father of this universe, tho mother, the creator, the grandsire ; 
(I am) the thing to be known, the means by which everything 
is cleansed, the syllabic Oni ; the Hilc, the Sdiftgtn, and the 


* Prakriti which I render “nature” is explained by the cemmenta- 
tors as KarvWy the influence of Karma or action universal in sett* 

Kng the form of a particular entity at the time of its creation. — T. 

f This reason, i. e, my supervison. — T. 

J Greedhara says that these are different modes of worship ; “with 
reverence and ever devoted” grammatically refers to each of the three 
classes^f worshippers indicated. — T. 

% Performing the sacrifice of knowledge, i, e, befieving VUsudeva to 
be everything. In many forms, i. e. as JJrahman^ Rudra^ &c.— T. 

IT Mantra is the sacred verse or verses used»for iursoking godheadSi 
and for -other purposes. — T. 
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(I am) the goal, the st^porter^ tito lowl, tlw 'OSiprt 
looker, thef abode, the refuge, the friend, the eouree, 
destruction, the support, the receptacle, and the indestruotihhar 
seed^* 1 give heat, I produce and suspend rain ; I am im* 
mortalit}?^ and also death ; and I am the existent and«the ooh* 
existent, O Arjuna They who know the three branches of 
knowledge, also drink the Soma juice, and whose sins have 
been pleans^ed, worshipping me by sacrifices, seek admission 
into hev^en ; and these, attaining to the sacred region of the 
chief of the gods, enjoy in heaven the celestial pleasures of 
the goda*® Having enjoyed that celestial world of vast ex- 
tent, upon exhaustion of (their) merit they (re-)enter the 
mortal world. It is thus that they who accept the doctrines 
of the three (Vedaa) and wish for objects of desire, obtain 
going and comirfg.*^ Those persons who, thinking (of me^ 
without directing their minds to anything else, worship me, 
of those that are (thus) always devoted (to me) I make them 
gift^and preserve what they have.®* Even those devotees 
w4i«^endued with faith, worship other godheads, even they 

0 son of* Kunti, worship me alone, (though) irregularly.**^ 

1 am -the enjoyer, as also the lord, of all sacrifice. They, 

bbwever, do not know me truly; hence they fall (froni 
heaven).** They whose vows are directed to the Pitria attain 
to tlvs Pliris ; who direct (thsir) worship to the inferiof 
spirits called Bhuta attain to Bkuta ; they who worship mei 
attain even to myself.** They who offer me with reverence leaf^ 
flower, fruil{,S«rater, that, offered with reverence, I accept from 
him Wffbse self (s pure.'!*** Whatever thou doest, whatever 
eatest, whatever dnakest, whatever givest, whatever austeri- 
ties thou perform^st, manage it in such a way, O son of 
Kunti, that it may be an offering to me.*^ Thus mayat 
thou be freed from the fetters of action having good and evil 
^uits. With self endued with renunciation and devotion^ 
thou wilt be released and wilt come to me.** 1 am alike to 

ail ereatures ; thbie is none hateful to me, none dear. They, 

^ ^ Hence tkej^tiave to* come back, explains Creedhara. — T. 
t rta^lf^tmm€u is explafued sla ^uddhj^ttassfa,-^. 
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liowever, that worship me with reverence are in me and X ideo 4 
aih in them.** If even a person of exceedinji^ly Tvicked Son* - 
du6t ^brshippeth me, without worshipping any one else, he 
should ^rtainly be regarded as good, for his efforts welT-^ 
directed.*® (Such a person) soon become th of virtuous soul, 
and attaineth to eternal tranquillity. Know, O son of Khnti, 
that none devoted to me is ever lost.*^ For, O son of 
Pritha, even they who may be of sinful birth, women, Vaa 9 yas, 
and also Cudras, even they, resorting to me, attain •to the 
Supreme goal.** What then (shall I say) of holy Crahmanas 
and royal saints that are my devotees ? Having come to this 
transient and n^iserable world, be engaged in my worship !•** 
Fix thy mind on me ; be my devotee, my worshipper ; bow 
to me ; and thus making me thy refuge and applying thy self 
to abstraction, thou wilt certainly come to me !* — 


Section XX^IV. 

“The holy one said, — Once ipore still, O mighty-artl5W?r 
one, listen to my supernal words which, from desire* of (th}') 
good, I say unto thee that would8t*be pleased (therewirh).*|-* 
The hosts of gods know not my origin, nor the great BishiS, 
since I am, in ever}* way, the source of the gods and the great 
He that knoweth tne as the Supreme Lord <rf the 
worlds, without birth and beginning, (he), undeluded among 
mortals, is free from all sins.® Intelligence, knowledge, the 
absence of delusion, forgiveness, truth, s^lf-r^traint, and 
tranquillity ; pleasure, pain, birth, death* fear, anf also 
security,^ abstention from harm, evenne^ of mind, content* 
ihent, ascetic austerities, gift, fame, infamy, tKese several , 
attributes of creatures arise from me.* The seven great 
Itishie, the four before (them), and the Manus, partaking of 

• Imdn loh^n (this mortal world), Creedbara says, may mean “tbis 
form of* a royal aaint that tbou hast.” This is far-fetdlmd.-*T 

t Telang renders Param%m ‘excellent ;* Mr, John Davies, ‘aU4mpor* 
tant.' The meaning is, ‘referring to the Saprem# SonP.^T. 

t* Soth Cankara and Creedhara explain Sarva^oi as “in every way,” 
t, e, as creator, as g^j:de« dcc.t-T. f * ^ 
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« my nature,^ were born from my minfl ; of whom ia tU» 
are'these offspring^^* He that knoweth truly this pre-emiuetM 
and mystic power of mine, becometh possessed of uoswendng 
devotion^ Of this (there is) no doubt.^ I am* the icyrigili of 
all things ; from me all things proceed. Thinking 
wiset endued with my nature, worship me.*}** Their hearts 
ine, their lives devoted to me, instructing one another, sssd 
glorifying me, they are ever contented and happy.J* TTnto 
them, always devoted, and worshipping (me) with love, I 
l^ive that devotion in the form of knowledge by which they 
come to me.§*® Of them, for compassion s sake, I destroy the 
darkness born of ignorance, by the brilliant ,lamp of know* 
ledge, (myself) dwelling in their souls.” — 

^'‘Arjuna said, — Thou art the Supreme iJrafcma, the Su- 
preme abode, the holiest of the holy, the Eternal male Being, 
Divine, the First of^gpds, Unborn, ihe Lord.^* All the Hiahia 
proclaim tFee thus, and also the celestial Rishi Narada; and 
Asita, Devala, (and) Vyasa^, thyself also tcilest me (so).** All 
"TEiTS^at thou teftest me, OJKe9ava, I regard as true, since, O 
holy one,* neither the gods nor the Danavas understand thy 
manifes'tations.” Thou only knowest thyself by thyself, O 
best of male Beings ! O Creator of all things, O Lord of all 
things, O^God*of gods, O Lord of the Universe 1** It bebev- 
eth tfiee to declare without any reservation, those divine per- 
fections of thine by which perfections pervading these worlds 
thou abidest^* How shall I, ever meditating, know thee, O 
thou j^mysuc powers ! In what particular states mayst tbou^ 


PrajdM^ offspriii^, including, as Caiikara says, both mobile and 
immobile, and therefore, not mankind alone. 

t '^BhAva’^rnanwitas is explained by Oreedhara as ^*fall of love,** 
which K. T. Telang accepts. Cankara explains it as ^'endued wit» 
penetration into the knowledge of the Supreme object,**— T. 

^ evesi is connected with what follows and not is^iiat pre* 

cedes. Thus Oreedhara. Hr. Davies connects it with Aof Aayonfcs. — ^T. 

§ K. T. Tcl^i^ renders huddhi-yogam as knowledge ; Mr. Daviei^ as 
inktital devotion.^ Oreedhara explai^ it < as Miiddhirupokm ; amt 

,Oinkxn,\s “deVotioo bjr especial , 
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pboly one, be medirated Rpon by me Do thou again, O 
Janarddana, copiously declare thy mystic powers and fthy) 
perfeciions, for 1 am never sated with hearing* (t'by) ncotar 
(-like wonis) ^ 

“ ‘The holy one said, — Well, unto thee I will declare my 
divine perfections, by means of the principal ones (afhong 
them), O chief of the Kurus, (for) there is no end to the exteiib 
of my (perfections).*f' ® I am the soul, O thou of«curly« hair, 
seated in the heart of every being. I am the beginning, and 
the middle, and the end also of all beings.*® I am Vishnu among 
the idibyas, the resplendent Sun among all luminous bodies; 
I am Marichi among the Maruts, and the Moon among the 
constellations. J** I arn the ^anut-Veda among the Vedas; 
1 am Vasava among the gods ; I am the mind among tho 
senses, I arn the intellect in (living) beings.®* I am Cankara 
among the Rudras, the lord of treasure^ j^inong the Yakshas 
and the Uakshts ; I am Pavaka among the Vasiis, and Mem 
among the peaked (mountains).f*® Know me, O son of 
Pritha, to be Vrihaspati the chief of houi^ehold priesif^." T. 
am Skanda among commanders of forces. I am Occhn among 
receptacles of water.** I am Bhrigii among the great* liishis, 
I am the One, indestructible (syllable Om) among words. Of 
saorilices I am Loe^ f/«^jtt-sacritico. Of im mobiles I am the 


To know tiioe fully iii impossible. In what particular forms or 
inauifestations, therefore, .shall I think of thee ? The w^rt] Bhdvd in 
the second line is rendered “entities'* by K. T. T^aiig, and '^xbrm of 
being” by Mr. Davies. — T. ^ 

+ Vist<ira9tfa evidently refers (as explained by^all the commentators) 
to VihhvLtiwinu It is a question of grammar and not of doctrine that * 
there can be any difference of opinion. Mr. Davies, however, renders i6 
“of (my) greatness.” This is inaccurate. — T. 

) The Adityas are the solar deities, twelve in number, correspond- 
ing to W>e twelve months of the year. The Maruts are the wind-gods« 
whose chief is Marichi. — T. 

$ The Rudras are a class of destructive ^ds, eleven in number. 
The .l^tuus are an inferior class of ^eities, eight in number. The lord 
of treasures is Kuve|a.— T. 

[ 15 ] 
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Sima vat I am the fig-tree atiK>ag all trees, I am N&rada 

araoifjc^ the celd^tial Risk Is, I am Chitrarat ha among the 
Oandharvcb, and the ascotic Kapila anmng ascotica crowned 
with Voffa success.** Know me to be Uchcbaigrmim among 
horses, brought forth by (the churning for) nectar, ailS AiArsAm 
among princely elephants, and the king anvong mcn,*^ Among 
weapons 1 am the thunderbolt, among cows 1 am (she called) 
KAmadhiik.* 1 an) Kandarpi the cause of roprcxlnction, X am 
Vftsuki asnong serpen I am Annnta an>ong NAgas, I 

am Vanma among acquatic beings. I am Aryaman among 
the Pitris, and Yama among those that judge and punish. {** 
I am Prahlada among the D^tiiyaa, and Time am8ng things 
that count. I am the lion among the boasts, and ViuaUl*s son 
among wingc<i creaturos.^^ Of purifiers I am the wind. I am 
Rama among wiclders of weapons. I am the Mtikara among 
fishes, and I am J^hnavi (GangA) among streams.®** Of 
created things I am the beginning and the end ami also the 
middle, O Arjuna 1 I am* the knowledge of the Supremo 
T§pi?f^ among all kinds of knowledge, and the disputation 
among dilutants.***! Among letters I am the letter A, and 
(the confi pound callod) Jhvanda among all compounds. I am 
also Time Eternal, and I am the Ordaiuer with face turned on 


^ “fhe •/a/>i-sacriticc la the satnGee by iiioditatiun which 8U{>erior 
to all sacriGccH. — T. 

t Kdmadhuk, the viri8h-;ti villi' cow callcil Surabki, The cause of 

ft • *'. 

reproduction,* ». e, \ am not the mere carnal passion, but that passion 
which procreates or‘ is crowned w ith fruit. — T. 

1 In 2B, V&suki is €^lled the chief of the Sarpa* (serpents) ; tii 29; 
Anauta is spoken of ipi the chief of the The latter are Sarpas 

as well. Creedhara says that the distinction lies in the fact of the 
Ndga» being without piison. Tliis is hardly correct. — T. 

® Pavat&m, may also mean those that have motion.” Hftma is 
l>a 9 aratha*s son, the hero of V&lniiki’s poem. Oangft is called Jdhnavi 
because she was, i|fter having been' drank up, let oat by thw aseetie 
Jahnn tli rough his knee. — T. 

% Mr. JJsLviem rend^ers Fa<iai Prairacta^dm as **the speech of those 
that speak.” T. Telang rcndcrsiit *‘the argument of controversial- 

ku - ry " 
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every dide.*** I am DcaUi that seizeth all, and the source 
of all that is to be. Among females, I am Famo, Foitune, 
Speech, Memory, Intelligence, Constancy, Forgiveness,** Qf 
the SdTua hymns, I am the Vrihat-sdma, (and) Gdyatri 
among metres. Of the months, I am Mdrgagirsha, of the 
seasons (I am) that which is productive of flowers.-f** I am the 
game of dice of them that cheat, and the splendour of those 
that are splendid. I am Victory, I arn Exertios, I am the 
goodness of the good.*® I am Vasudeva among the •Vriahnis, 
1 am Dhananjaya among the sons of Pundti. I am even 
Vyasa among tho ascetics, and U<;anas among scers.®^ I am 
the Rod of those that chastise, I am the Policy of those that 
seek victory. I am Silence among things that are secret ; I 
am the Knowledge of those that arc possessed of Knowledge.*® 
That which is the Seed of ail things, I am that, O Arjuna ! 
There is nothing, mobile or immobile, wljich can exist with- 
out me,®* There is no end, O chastiser of foes, of ray divine 
perfections. This recital of the e31tent of (those) perfections 
hath bccii uttered by me by way (only) of ihstancing 
Whatever of exalted things (there is), or glorious, hr strong, 
understand thou that everything is bom of a portion of my 
energy.*^ Or rather, what hast thou to do, by knowing all this 
ill detail, O Arjiinfl ? Supporting this entire universe with 
only a. portion (of myself), I stand — 


♦ A, or rather the sound of A as in fall, is file initial letter of 
the Sanskrit alphabet. Of compounds, the Dimnduy or the copulative 
compound, is enunieratcd first. In other respects again, the Dwa?ida 
is the best kind of com pound for the words forming it are co-ordinate^ 
without one being dependent on the other or others — T. 

t The \^rihat-sdman is said to be the best, because leading to -emaii- 
ci{)attoii at once. Thus Cankara. The M drgafirsha is the moutk front 
the inWJdle of Niiveiiiher to tho middle of Beecmber. Productive of 
flowers, f. c, the Spring.— T. 

X Mr. Davies venders the last line of this ver^e ad ‘41 have established 
in coifiiiiuanco all tins universe by <0110 ]*art of lllyscl/^’ This is both 
obscure and inaccuii^tv. — T. 
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'Aijuna said, — This discourse about the supreme my- 
stery, called Adh^’&tman, which thou hast uttered for my 
welfate, hath dispelled this my delusion.*^ For I have heard 
^ from thee at large of the creation and dis.soliition of beings, 

0 thoa of eyes like lotus petals, and also of thy greatness 
that knosreth no deterioration '* What*thou hast said about 
thyself, O great Lord, is even so. O best of male Beings, 

1 desire to behold thy sovereign form ® If, O Lord, thou 
Ihtnkest that I arn competent to behold that (form), then, O 
liord of mysric povver, show me thy eternal Self — 

** 'The holy one said, — Behold, O son of Pritha, iny forms, 
by hundreds an^ thousands, various, divine, diverse in hue 
and shape ** Behol(| ^the Aditayas, the Vasus, the Rudras, 
the A^wins, and the Maruts : Behold. O Bharata, innumer- 
able marvels unseen before? (by thee) !* Behold, O thou of 
“?TlrTy^ hair, the Entire universe of mobiles and immobiles, 
collectd together in this body of mine, and whatever else thou 
mayst vrish to see Thou art, however, not competent to 
behold me with this eye of thine. I give thee celestial sight. 
Behold rav Sf>v*ereign mystic nature !’* — 

"Sanjaya continued, — 'Having said this, O monarch, Hari, 
the mighty Lord of mystic power, then revealed to the sou 
of Prithk his Supreme sovereign form,'* with many mouths 
and e^s, n^ny >yondroiis aspects, many celestial ornaments, 
many celestial weapons uplifted, wearing celestial garlands 
and robes, (and) wit^ unguents of celestial fragrance, full of 
^ every wonder, resplendcDt, inhiiitc, with faces turned on ail 

♦ Adhy&trmin, i. e, the relation between the Supreme and the indi- 
vidual soul. This my delusion, i. e, about my being the slayer. — T. 

t Avyayant in hat whieh has no decay. Ordinarily, it ma/ be ren- 
dered “eternal,’* Telnng renders it “inexhaustible.” Else where I have 
rendered it “ue Jeteriotating.” — T. 

JE'tiAJiam, ‘lit., “all in one,*' collected together -T, 
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aides.*** If the splendour of a thousand suns were to burst 
forth at once in the sky, (then) that would be like the splen* 
dour of that Mighty one.*® The son of Pandu ^heft beheld 
there in the body of that Qod of gods the entire universe 
divided and subdivided into many parts, all collected to« 
gether.'f** Then Dhananjaya, filled, with amazment, (and) 
with hair standing on end, bowing with (his) head, with joined 
hands addressed the God.*^ • • 

” *Arjuna said, — I bclmld all the gods, O God, as also all 
the varied hosts of creatures, (and) Brahman seated on (his) 
lotus seat, and all the Riahis and the celestial snakes.** I 
behold thee with innumerable arms, stomachs, mouths, (and) 
eyes, on every side, O thou of infinite forms ! Neither end, 
nor middle, nor also beginning of thine do I behold, O Lord 
of the universe, O thon of universal form * Bearing (thy) 
diadem, mace, and discus, a mass of energy, glowing on all 
sides, do I behold thee that art hard to look at, endued on 
all sides with the effulgence of tht? blazing fire or the Sun, 
(and) immeasurable Thou art indestructible, (and) the 
Supreme object of this universe. Thou art without decay, 
the guardian of eternal virtue ! I regard thee to be the eter- 
nal (male) Being !** I behold thee to be without beginningr 
mean, end, to be o&inhnite prowess, of innnrflerable arms, 
having the Stin and the Moon for thy eyes, the blazirfg hae for 
thy mouth, and heating this universe with energy thy own 
For the space betwixt Heaven and Earth is pervaded by thee 
alone, as also all the points of the horizon ! ^^t sig^t of this 

marvellous and fierce form of thine, O Supireme Sou I, the 
tripple world tremble ih For these hosta of gods are enter- 
ing thee ! Some, afraid, are praying vdth joi^jed hands. 
Saying Hail to thcc — the hosts of great Rishis and Siddkas 


* Devam is explained by Creedhara as Dtfotandtmakam^ i. e, endued 
with spl^dour. Mr. Davies renders it resplendent ; but Telang renders 
it “deity.”— T. 

f Pra-vibkaktam-amkadkd (divided diversely) is an -objective of Japat. 
See Cf^dhara. Both Mr. Davies ai^ Telang* seem to taiJie it as a predi- 

cate in contra-distinction to E^sthafi, This is scarcely c©rrect.^T. 
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praise thee with eopioua hymnsr of praise.*®' The Rudra% 
the idityis, the Vasns, they that are (called) the Siddhyae, 
the Vi^whs, ^the A<;iwius» the MarutSj also the Ushmapas, the 
Qandharvas, the Yaksbas, the Asnras, the hosts of Siddhyai^ 
behold ^thee and are all amazed.*® Beholding thy mighty 
form with many mouths and eyes, O inighty-armod one, with 
innumerable arms, thighs, and feet, many stomachs, (and) 
terrible ip consequcnceT of many tofcks. all creatures are 
affrighted and I also.®® Indeed, touching the very skies, of 
blazing radiance, many *h tied, mouth wide open, with eyes that 
are blazing and large, beholding thee, O Vishnu, with (my) 
^ inner soul trembling (in fright), I can no longer command 
courage and peace of mind !*® Beholding thy mouths that 
arc terrible in consequence of (their) tusks, and that are 
fierce (as the 'all-destroying fire at the end of the Yv/ja ), 
I cannot recognise the puitils of the horizon nor can I com- 
mand peace of mind. Be gracious, O God of gods, O thou 
that art the refuge of the< Universe !®® And all those sons of 
■^Dhrilarashtra, together with the hosts of kings, and Bhishma, 
and Drona, and also this SutiVa son (Kama), accompanied by 
even the principal warriors of our side,®* are quickly entering 
*tby terrible mouths rendered fierce by thy tmks ! Some, with 
their heads Crushed, arc seen striking at the interstices of 
(th3i) tebth.®^ As many currents of water flowing through 
different channels roll rapidly towards the ocean, so these 
heroes of the world of !ueu enter thy mouths that iiatne all 
aVound.®®'^*'As moths with increasing s|x?cd rush for (their 
own}*3e8tructio\i to the blazing fire, so also do (these) people, 
with unceasing speed, enter thy mouths for (their) destruc- 
tion.®* ^wallowiAig all these men from every side, thou 
lickest them with thy flaming mouths ! Filling the whole 
universe with (thy) energy, thy fierce splendours, O Vishnu, 
are heating (everything).®® Tell mo who thou art of (such) 
fierce form ! I bow, to thee, O chief of the gods, bo gracious 

■ i 

, Verse is read differently. For TwCt7n Suraaanghd, some texts 
read Then again lor Suu*anti in the second Ikie aosse 

read \ t ^ 
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to mo ! I desire to know thoe that art the Primeval one, for 
I do not understand thy actions — * * * 

*The holy one said, — I am Death, the destroyer of the 
worlds, fully developed ! I am now eiijE^agcd in slaying the 
race of men* Without thee, all these warriors standing in 
the different divisions shall'^case to bc.'f'®* Wherefore, ari^e, 
gain glory, (and) vanquishing the foe, enjoy (this) swelling 
kingdom. By me have all these bel^n already slain ! •Be 
only (my) instrument, O rhou that, canst draw the bow* with 
(even) thp left* hand Drona and Bhishma, and Jayadra- 
tlia, and Kama, and also other heroic warriors, (already) slain 
by mo, do thoti slay. Be not dismayed, fight ; thou shalt 
concpier in ba,ttlo (thy) foes — 

‘'Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing these words of Kc^ava, 
the diadem-dccked (Arjuua), trembling, (aud^ with joined 
hands, bowed (unto him) ; and once more s^id unto Krishna, 
with voice choked up and overvvhelmcd with fear, and making 
his salutations (to him).®* • 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — It is meet, O IIrishikc(;a,»that the uni- 
verse is delighted and charmed in uttering thy praiffee, and 
the litJeahasas Wild in fear in all directions, and the’ hosts 
of the Sidtlhua bq|F down (to thee )!®* And why should they* 
not bow do»vn to tbee, O Supreme Soul, that* art greater 
than even Brahman (niinscH ), and the primal Cause ? O thou 
that art Infinite, O GvkI of the gods, O thou that art the refuge 
of the universe, thou an indestructible, thou art that which is, 
aud that which is not, and that which is b^^yond (boih).^ 


♦ PravrilH is explained by both Oaiikara and t^reedhara as Chestd, 
i, c, Uiovemeiita, or acts. Mr. Davies is, 1 think, iftot correst in caking 
it to mean ‘‘evolved or develope<l form.” — T. 

t Kdla here is death. Mr. Davies renders it Time, following some 
other translators. Vravriddha is not (as Mr. Davies renders it) “old” 
or “very old,” but swelling or fully developed. Then again! Mr. Daviea 
commits ludicrous blunder in rendering Rile twdm a% “Except the^.” 
This is one of those idioms at which a foreigner is sure fo stumble 
who has only the lexicons for his guide. What Krishiiavaays is not thkt 
all woujdjieriah save Arjuua, but tlnU without Arjuua e. even if he 
dill not flu'll t) all would perish.-— T. f * ^ 
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Thou art the First God, the ancient (male) Being, thou art 
the Supreme* re ftijje of this universe. Thou art the Knowcr, 
thou art the Object to bo known, thou the highest abode. 
By theg is pervaded this universe, O thou of infinite form !**• 
Thou art VEyu, Yama, Agni, Variina, Moon, Prajsipati, and 
Gr&ndsire I Obeisance be thee k thousand times, and again 
and yet again obeisance to thee !*” Obeisance to thoe in front, 
and^also from behind ! *Lct obeisance be to thee from every 
side, O thou that arc all ! Thou aft all, of energy that is 
iufiiiite, and prowess that is immeasurable ! Thou enibraccst 
the Alf Regarding (thee) a friend whatever hath been 
said by me carelessly, such as — O Krishna, O Yadava, O 
friend, — noi knowing this thy greatness, from want of judg- 
ment or from love either,^* whatever disrespect hath been 

it 

shown thee for purpose of mirth, on occasions of play, lying, 
sitting, (or) at nice Is, while alone or in the presence of others, 
O undeterioratiug one, I beg ihy pardon for it, O thou that 
art immeasurable !** Tholi arr the father of this universe of 
"*niobiles and ira^nobiles ! Tnou art the great master deserving 
of worship ! There is none equal to thee, how can there be 
^one greater, O thou whose power is unparalleled in even the 
three worlds Therefore, bowing (to thei) prostrating (my) 
body, I ^ask thy grace, O Lord, O adorable one 1 It behoveth 
the6, O God, to bear (my faults) as a father (his) son's, a 
friend (his) friend’s, a lover (his) loved one’s ** Beholding (thy 
form) uq^cn before, I have been rejoiced, (yet) my mind hath 
been ^tro If bled, j with fear ! Show me that (other ordinary) 
form, O god ! Be gracious, O Lord of the gods, O thou that 
art the refuge of the universe !*• (Decked) in diadem, and 
(armed) with iiface, discus in hand, as before, I desire to 
behold thee ! Be of that same four-armed form, O thou of a 
thousand arms, O thou of universal form — 

“ ‘The holy one said, — Pleased with thee, O Arjuna, I 

“T T ' ' ^ 

* Is either refuge or support or abode or receptacle. Mr. 

Davies incorrectlly fenders it **treasare4iou8e.” — T. 

t CaukariC%M|apt8*^^the re'id’mz Gar nrparijfdn. Creed bars takes it as 

eiliter case the dili^ereuqe in ineariiig is not material.<^T. 
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by my (own) mystia power, shown thee this Supi*ein«l 
form, full of glory, Universal, Infinite, Primeval, ‘which 'hath 
been seen before by none else save thee £^cef>t by thee 
alone, O hero of K urn’s race, I cannot be seen in this fom in 
the world of men by any one else, (aided) even by tl?e study of 
the Vedds and of sacrihces, by gifts, by soiions, (or) liy the 
severest austerities.**® Let no fear be thine, nor perplexity 
of mind, at seeing this awful form Of mine. Freed from fear, 
with a joyful heart, behold thou again that other form ' — *** 
^*Sanjaya continued, — 'Vasudeva, having said all this to 
Arjuna, once more showed (him) his own (ordinary') form, 
and that high-souled one, assuming once more (his) gentle 
form, comforted him who had been afflicted.®® 

“ 'Arjuna said, — Beholding this gentle human form of 
thine, O Jauarddana, I have now become of ‘right mind and 

have come to my normal state.®* — 

* • • 

“ 'The holy one said, — This form of mine which thou hast 
seen is difflcult of being seen. Even the gods are always 
desirous of becoiniug spectators of this (my) •form.®* Not by 
the Vedas, nor by austerities, nor by gifts, nor by •sacrifices, 
can I be seen in this form of mine which thou hasr seen.®® 
By reverence, Jiiowever, that is exclusive (in its object), t> 
Arjuna, I can in this form be known, seen truly, and attained 
to, O chastiser of foes '.®* He who doth everythin'^ fo** me, 
who hath me for bis supreme object, who is freed from attach- 
ment, who is without enmity towards all beings, even he, O 
Arjuna, cometh to me 1 ®* — ’ ” 


Section XXXVI. 

** 'Arjuna said, — Of those worshippers who, constantly 
devoted, adore thee, and those who (meditate) ou thee as the 
Indestructible and Uumauifest, who are best, acquainted with 
devotion ?* — 

V “ ‘The holy one said, — Fixing (their) mind on me, they that 

. ^akara connects Adhya^/ ana frith Vedaiad Vajha, This seems 
tabs the right ezplani^ion.— T. 

. [ ^6 1 ^ 
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rfoQstantly adore me, being endued ^besides) with the highest 
faith,' are deemSd by me to bo the most devoted.^ Tiiey, how^ 
ever, who wosship the Indostnictibie, the Indescribable, the 
Unmanife^, the All-pervading, the Inconceivable, the In- 
different, the Immutable, the Eternal,* who, restraining the 
entire group of the senses, are €K]|iial-minded in respect of all 
around and are engaged in the good of all creatures, (also) 
attain* to me.^ The trouble is the greater for those whose 
minds ate fixed on the Uamauifest for the path to the 
Unmauifest is hard to find by those that are embodied.* 
They (again) who, re|X)siiig all action on me (and) regarding 
me as their highest object (of attainment), worship me, medi- 
tating on me with devotion undirected to anything else, of 
them whose minds are (thus) fixed on me, I, without delay, 
become the deliverer from the ocean of (this) mortal world. 
Fix thy heart on iije^ alone, ]>lace thy uudorstanding on me. 
Hereafter then shalt thou dwell in me. (There is) no doubt 
(in this).** If, however, taou art unable to steadily fix thy 
Iieart on me, then, O Dhananjaya, strive to obtain me by 
devotion ^arising) from continuous application.* If thou beest 
imequarto even (this) continuous application, then lot actions 
performed for me be thy highest aina. Even performing all 
thy acts for my sake, thou wilt obtain ptrfectiou.*® If evea 
this tiiou art unable to do, then resorting to devotion in me, 
(and) subduing thy soul, abandon the frnit of all action.** 
Knowledge's superior to application (in devotion); meditation 
is better than knowledge ; the abandonment of the fruit of 
action (is better) than meditation ; and tran((uillity (results) 
immediately from abaiidoumcnt.'* He who hath no hatred for 
any creature, who friendly and compassionate also, who is 
free from egoism, who hath no vanity, who is alike in pleasure 
and pain, who is forgiving, contented, always devoted, of sub- 
dued soul, firm of purpose, with heart and understanding fixed 
on me, even he is dear to me.**“** He through whom the Mforld 
is not troublecf, (and) who is not troubled by the world, who 

^ A^a in ‘after thU,* Hiereafter,* and not “hereidtsr eo 

high’' iVavieB renders it.— TJ > 


123 


OtTA PAftYX) BHISHMA rAliVA« 

is free from joy, wrath, fetu*, and anxieties, even ^he is dear^ 
to me.*^ That devotee of mine who is unconcerned, pure^ 
diligent, unconnected (with worldy objects), and free from 
distress (of mind), and who renounceth every action (for fruit), 
even he is dear to me.*** He who hath no joy, no aversion, 
who neither grieveth nor desireth, who renounceth both*good 
and evil, (and) who is full of faith in me, even he is dear • 
to me.*^ He who is alike to friend and foe, as also in honor 
and dishonor, who is alike in cold and heat, (and) pleasure 
and pain, who is free from attachment,** to whom censure 
and praise are equal, who is taciturn, who is contented with 
anything that comoth (to him), who is homeless, of steady 
mind and full of faith, even that man is dear to me/* They 
who resort to this righteousness (leading to) immortality which 
hath been (already) declared, — those dcvmtees full of faith and 
regarding me as the highest object (oj‘ .their acquisition),— 
are the most dear to mo i 


Section XXXVIL 

‘"‘The holy one said, — This body, O son of Kunti, 'is called 
Kshetra, Him who knoweth it, the learned call Kshetraj^ 
Know me, O Bharata to be Kshetrojna in all Kshe- 
tras. The knowledge of Kshetra and Kshetrajna ^regard to 
be (true) knowledge/ What that Kshetra (is\ and what (it is) 
like, and what changes it undergoes, and whenc^j(it comes), 
what is he (vis, Kshetrajna), and what .^his powers, hear • 
from me in brief/ All this hath in many ways been sung ^ 
separately, by Rishis in various verses, iTi well-settled texts 
fraught with reason and giving indicatk>ns ^of •-fim/iwan.* ^ 
The great elements, egoism, intellect, the un manifest (viz, 

* Although the limitation “for fruit” does not occur in the text yet, 
it is ^vident, it should be understood. Krishna does not reconimeiid 
the total abandon me lit of actions, but their abaisionmeiit for fruit, 
Mr, Davies renders dnimbha na “enterprise.” — T. 

f The learned, i. e, they that are theiuselvea.acqurfinted with what is 
Kthetra and what not. As explaiijbd by Krishna hims&lf be^w, 

tra is Matter, and ^shvlrajiiu is Soul.— T. 
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Prc^ritiX^Biso the ten senses, the one (mmuut), the live 
objects of ^sense,* desire, aversion, pleasure, pain, bodj, con- 
sciousness, courage, — all this in brief hath been declared to be 
Kshetra jn its modified form/ Absence of vanity, absence of 
ostentation, abstention from injury, forgiveness, uprightness, 
devotion to preceptor, purity, constancy, self-restraint/ in- 
difference to objects of sense, absence of egoism, perception 
of thb misery and evil of birth, death, decrepitude, and dis- 
ease, •• freedom from attachment, absence of sympathy for son, 
wife, home, and the rest, and constant equanimity of hearft 
on attainment of good and evil,* unswerving devotion to ine 
without meditation on anything else, frequenting of lonely 
places, distaste for concourse of constancy in tho 

knowleds^e of the relation of the individual self to the Su- 
preme, perception of the object of the knowledge of truth, — 
all this is called Kncvledge ; all that which is contrary to this 
is Ignorace.J^* That which is the object of knowledge I will 
(now) declare (to thee), knowing which one obtaineth immor- 
tality. • [It is] tfie Supreme Brahma having no beginning, 
who is said to be neither existent nor non-existent ;** whose 
bauds and feet are on all sides, whose eyes, heads, and faces 
are on all sides, who hears on all sides, who dwells pervading 
everything in the world,** who is possessed^of all the qualities 
of the senses (though) devoid of the senses, without attach- 
ment (yet) sustaining all things, without attributes (yet) 
enjoying (all) attribuieS;§** without and within all creatures, 
immobile abd mobile, not knowable because of (his) subtlety, 
remote yet near,’* undistributed in all beings, (yet) remaining 
as if distributed, who is the sustainer of (all) beings, the absor- 


* Dmkha^da»ha is explained by both Cankara and Creedhara w a 
Baanda compound. — T. 

f Vi^nkia is explained by the commentators as Cnddka or VhUtupra* 
aadakara. There can be no doubt, however, that it is in opposiiidtt t0 
Janciawsadi following. Hence I render it “lonely.”— T. 

t Tlic object of the knowledge of truth is the despelling of igno* 
ranee and the of happiness. — T. . ^ 

^ Kotj^iav;^ eyes Ac, yet seeing^c. ; without attributes, yet haVing 
or enjoying mU that the attributes give.— TA ts 
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her, and the creator (of all);** who is the light oCalMumiiioiie 
bodies, who is said to bo beyond all darkness > who it* 
Knowledge, the Object of knowlege, the End of knowledge^ 
and seated in the hearts of all.*^ Thus Ksheira, and* Know** 
ledge, and the Object of knowledge, have been declared j^to 
thee) in brief. My devotee, knowing (all) this, attaineth to 
assimilation with me.** Know that Nature and Spirit ^are 
both without beginning; (and) know (also) that all m^difica* 
tions and all qualities spring from Nature.* ** Nature is 
said to be the source of the workings of causes and effects. 
Spirit is said to be the source of the capacity of enjoying 
pleasures and painB.*|“*® For Spirit, dwelling in nature, 
enjoyeth the (pialities born of nature. The cause of its births 
in good or evil wombs is (its) connection with tiie qualities.}** 
The Supreme Piiritsha in this body is said to be surveyor, 
approver, supporter, enjoyer, the might/ *lord, and also the 
Supreme Soul.S** He who thus k^ows Spirit, and Nature, 
with the qualities, in whatever state he may bp, is never born 
again.** Some by meditation behold the Self in the Self by 
the .self ; others, by devotion according to the Sdnkhya system ; 
and others (again), by devotion through works.** Others yet,* 
not knowing this, \^orship, hearing of it from athers. Fven 

" ‘ ■'■■■■ — ■ ■ ■ ~ - ■ ^ I ■ ^ 

* All modihcatioiiB, i. e. of material forms ; all qualities, i. e, plea- 
sure, pain, Ac.. The word rendered “nature” is Pratriti (primal mat- 
ter), and that rendered “spirit” is Punuha {the active principle). FtTcZ- 
r<lM and Gundn include all material forms and attributes of Uie soul. — I*. 

t Kdrya-kdraTML-karttritwa is explained by both Cfukara and Cree- 
'dhara to mean “the capacity of working (residing) ^n the body and the 
senses.*' K. T. Telang adopts this. Mr. Davies in his text has “hi the 
activity of the organs of action.” In course of his pliholo^ical notes, 
however, he gives the correct rendering. “Is said to be” is explained by 
Oreedhara as refering to Kapila and others. — T. 

X It is the Embodied spirit only that can enjoy the qualities of 
Nature. ^Then again, the kind of connection it has with those qualitiea 
aettles its birth in good or evil wombs. — T. 

$ M. Davies misunderstands the grammatical connection of tjie 
words in th|i second line of this verse. K. T. Telang, wing Crecr 
dhara, * renders anwman^ri as “adviserf’ It seems to meThat Cice- 
dhiira be followed, the^word elAuld b© rendered “approver.”— T. 
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thQse» do7ote^ to what is heard, *oros8 over death,*** Wfaat^ 
^ver entity, immobile or mobile, cometh into existence, know 
tiiat, O bull of Bharata's race, to be from the connection of 
Kahetrcf and Kshetrajna (matter and spirit).** He seeth 
(truly) who seeth the Supreme Lord dwelling alike in all 
beings, the Imperishable in the Perishable.*’ For seeing tho 
Lord dwelling alike everywhere, one doth not destroy himself 
by himself, and then reacheth the highest goal.f** He seeth 
(truly) who seeth all actions to be wrought by Nature alone in 
^very way and the Self likewise to be not the doer,** When 
one seeth the diversity of entities as existing in One, and the 
issue (of everything) from that (One), then is one said to 
attain to Brahnui}^ This inexhaustible Supremo Self, O son 
of Kunti, being without beginning and without attributeSv 
doth not act, nor is stained even when stationed in tho body,** 
As space, which iU 'ubiquitous, is never, in consequence of its 
subtlety, tainted, so the jy^ul, stationed in every body, is never 
tainted^** As the single Sun lights up this entire world, so 
theSpifit, O^BhSrata, lights up the entire (sphere of) mat- 
ter.** They that, by tho'eyo of knowledge, know the distinc- 
'tion between matter and spirit, and tho deliverance from tho 
nature of all, entities, attain to the Suprerac.*‘*$ — ’ 

Section XXXVIII. 

V ‘The ^holy one said, — I will again declare (to thee) that 
supernal ^science) of sciences, that excellent science, knowing 


♦ What is hcard,^ i. Cy the Criitis or the eacred doctrinee. — T* 
t Destroying self by self is to be deprived of troe knowledge. — T. 

} Sarvatra in the second line is explained by Creedhara as **in every 
body, superior and inferior.” Grammatically it may mean also, *‘i« 
every part of the body.” Such a theory, however, of the seat of tho 
iKml would be contrary to ail Hindu ideas. — T. ^ 

" $ BhtUct-pratrUi’fnoksha is explained by both Cankara and Cree» 
dhara as mokMka or Aliveratice from the prakriU (nature) of hhuiOB or 
entities, ^tm^Ccnowledge that effects such deliverano#, Mr. Da^ 

wiea vd^dsvs ie *^4^vecance of be^gs from nature.” This is evideuty 
iiiCorrl^C is not synonymous twith sell, or 8ouL*-**X« • 
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which all the the munis havds attained to the highest perfec*' 
tion from (the fetters of) this (body).** Resorting to this 
• ficience, and attaining to my nature, they are not reborn even 
on (the occasion of ) a (new) creation and arc not disturbed at 
the universal dissolution.® The mighty Brahma is a womb 
for me. Toerein I place the (living) germ. Thence, O Bharutai 
the birth of all beings taketh place.® Whatever (bodily) forms; 
O son of Kunti, are born in all wombs, of them Bvahma is 
the mighty womb, (and) •! (am) the seed-imparting Sire.’f** 
Goodness, Passion, Darkness, those qualities, born of Nature, 
bind down, O thou of mighty arms, the eternal Embodied 
[Soul]^in the body.® Amongst these, Goodness, from its un- 
sullied nature, being enlightening and free from misery, bind- 
eth (the soul), O sinless one, with the attachment of happi- 
ness and of knowledge.^* Know that Passion,* having desire 

for its essence, is born of jthirst and attachment. That, O 

• • 

son of Kunti, bindeth the* Embodied [Soul] by the attachment 
of work.’ Darkness, however, kncAv, is born of Ignorance, 
(and) bewilders all Embodied [Souls]. That bkideth, O Bha- 
rata, by error, indolence, and sleep.® Goodness *unitcth 
(the soul) with pleasure ; Passion, O Bharata, with work j but 
Darkness, veiling knowledge, uniteth with error.® Passion andT 
Darkness, being repressed, Goodness remaiueth,*0 Bhaiatal 
Passion and Goodness (being repressed), Darkness (reiHainath) ; 
(and) Darkness and Goodness (being repressed), Passion (re- 
maineth).*® When in this body, in all its gates, the light of 
knowledge is produced, then should one know ^that*^Goodneas 
bath been developed there.** Avarice, activify, performance 
of works, want of tranquillity, desire,— •these, O bull of 
Bharata ’s race, are born when Passion is det^loped.*® Gloom, 
inactivity, error, and delusion also, — these, O sou of Kuni’s 

♦ Itas is explained by Creedhara as “from the fetters of this 
body.”— T. 

f Creedhara makes mahat an adjective of yoni ; Oankara makes it 
an adjective of Brahma. K. T. Telang follows Cankara.— T. * 

J Happiness and Knowledge are attribntes of thf mmd, not of th« 
Sottl. l{enoe, when attached to the Soul, they are%8 fette^from which 
the Soul should be freed. Thus the eommen tutors. — T. 
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race, are born when Darkness Js developed,^^ Whc»a IImi 
liorlder of *a body goeih to dissolution while Goodness is devoid 
oped, thfin Ijie attaineth to the spotless regions of those that 
know the Supreme.^^ Going to dissolution when Passion |Mre« 
vails, one is born among those that are attached to work. 
Likewise, dissolved during Darkness, one is born in wombs 
that beget the iguorant,^* The fruit of good action is said 
to be gqpd and untainted. The fruit, however, of Passion, 
is misery ; (and) the fruit of Darkuecs is ignorance.'* From 
Goodness is produ ced Knowledge ; from Passion, avarice ; 
(wd) from Darkness are error and delusion, and also igno^ 
rance.'^ Tney that dwell in Goodness go on high; theji that 
are addicted to Passion dwell in the middle ; (while) they 
that are of Darkness, being addicted to the lowest quality, 
go down.'* When an observer recognises none else to be an 
agent save the qualities, and kno\^ That which is beyond (the 
qualities), he attains to my nature,** The Erndodied [Soul], 
by transcending these thVee qualities which constitute the 
source of all bodies, enjoyeth immortality, being treed from 
birth, death, •'decrepitude, and misery.*** — 

'Arjuna said, — W^hat are the indications, O Lord, of one 
^who hath transcended these three qualities ? What is his con* 
duct ? Howlalso doth one transcend thees three qualities ?*' — 

<“ ‘The holy one said, — He who hath no aversion for light, 
activity, and even delusion, O sou of Paudu, when they are 
present, nor desireth them when they are absent,'!*** who, 
deated aa^^one, unconcerned, is not shaken by those qaalU 
tries; who sitteth and moveth not, thinking that it is the 
qualities (and not^e) that are engaged (in their respective 
functions) ;** to rhom pain and pleasure are alike ; who is 
self-contained, and to whom a sod of earth, a stone, and gold 
are alike; to whom the agreeable and the disagreeable are , 

— ■ I I. - . I.l — ■ I . ■ . ^ .11 I — ■ 

* Deha eamudbhwfia is explained by the conMuentators a% *^liaving 
their Mamudbha^a or parinduna in dehaJ* It ie an instance of tli% 
lUthuvrihi oomponnd. — T. 

t Lighty^ictivity/* and delusion are the three qualities as tsdlealsd 
l>j' Uiv> dTtiiet;*.— X. ^ 
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l who hath diacernment ; to whom censure and plraii^e 
M0 same to whom honor and dishonor arh the same j* 
w&e ragardeth friend and foe alike ; who hath renounced all 
exertion ; is said to have transcended the qualities ** p[e also 
who worshippeth Me with exclusive devotion, he, transcend 
ing those qualities, becometh fit for admssion into the nathre^ 
pf For I am the stay of Brahma, of immortality, 

of indestructibility, of eternal piety, and of unbroken feli- 
city 


Section XXXIX. 

** ‘The holy one said, — They say that the A^ivaitha, having 
its roots above and branches below, is eternal. Its leaves arer 
the Chhandas, He who know’cth it, knoweth the Vedas /•f* 
Do^vnwards and upwards are stretched its branches which are 
enlarged by the qualities; its sprouts are the objects of sense. 
l>ownwards it roots, Icadinsf to action, are extended to this 
world of men.J* Its form cannot here (below) he thus known, 
nor (its) end, nor (its) beginning, iioiw(its) support. Cutting, 
with the hard weapon of unconcern, this Agwattha of roots 
firmly fixed,® then should one seek for that place repairing 


* Pratishthd is explained by Cankara as “something on which an- 
other (here Brahma) stays or rests.” Greedhara explains it as Praiima, 
Telang, following Greedhara, renders it “embodiment;” ypt. Davies^ 
as Amritiu^a^ and Avyayasya are taken separ^ely b5^ the com- 

mas tators. — T. 

t The AgvacUiha is the sacred Indian hg tree, h^e emblematical of 
the course of worldly life. Its roots are above; t^iose root^ are the 
Supreme Being. Its branches are below, tticse being the inferior deities. 
Its l^ves are tbfe sacred hymns of the Vedas^ i. e, as leaves keep the 
tree alive and even conduce to its fruits, so the Vedas support this tree 
and lead to salvation. — T. 

and downwards, t. from the highest to ^ the lowest of 
eipated things. Enlarged by the qualities, i, e, the qualities appearing 
as the body, the senses, &c.. The sprouts are the o'bjj|;et8 of sense* 
bldng atti^hed to the senses thomsevea as sprouts* to bralasdies. 
rcets extending downwards are the desires , for diverse ^njoym^ts; 
^htts Xelahg, following comolentatoi's. — T, 

fu ] 







mrhitbcr one rDiurncih not again, fthinking) — I will mdr 
protection that priine\ral Sire from whom the anote^'^ 
eourse^'of (vrorldly) life hath iSowed.^ — Those that aro fto# 
Irom pri^e and delusion, that have subdued the evil of attach 
meat, that are steady in the contemplation of the rehitioH 
i>f the Supreme to the individual Self, from whom' desirw 
hath departed, freed from the pairs of opposites known hy 
the^named of pleasure and pain (and the like), repair, nn* 
deluetf, to that eternal seat.* The “Sun lighieth not That 
[Seat], nor the Moon, nor Fire. Whither going none retuM- 
eth, That is my Supreme Seat.* An eternal portion of Me it 
is which, becoming an individual soul in the world 'of life, 
draweth to itself the (fiv’c) senses with the mind as the sixth 
which all depend on Nature.^ When the sovereign (of thia 
bodily frame) assiimeth or quitteth (a) body, it departeth tak«* 
ing away these, like the >Yind (taking away) perfumes from 
their seats.* Presiding over the ear, the eye, (the organs 
ef) touch, taste, and smell, and also over the mind, he 
enjoyeth all objects of sense.^ They that are deluded do not 
fioe (him) when quitting f>r abiding in (the body), when en- 
joying or joined to the qualities. They (however) sec that 
have the cyo of knowledge.^*® Devotees exerting (towards 
that end) behold him dwelling in thcvnselves. They (how- 
cv^) that arc senseless and whose minds are not restrained, 
behold him not, even while exerting (thcmselve6).f*^ That, 
gplendoi^^; dwelling in the Sun which illumines the vast uni- 
verse, tltat (w^ich is) in the Moon, aud that (which is) in the 
Fire, know that splendour to be of Me.** Entering into the 
Barth I uphold creatures by My force ; and becoming the 


♦ Joined to the qualities, i, e, perceiving objects of sense or experi- 
•ncing pleasure and pain. — T. 

t ‘‘Atman i*^ in the first line is “in the body” as explained by Cree* 
dhara and otheys : “in the understanding” as explained by Q^nkata. It 
seems, however, tO be used in the general sense of “themselves,” withoat 
|gi4' IcolarjpjEiSrencei to either body or understanding. An 
♦n?>4iose iM»u] is not made or formed ; generally, “s piffson of. unsub* 
$»ed patsions.” — 
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jdkty tnoon I nourish all herbs.*** Myself becoming the vital 
Iieat residing in the bodies of efeatures that 

1|reath6^ {and) uniting with the upward and the downward 
life-breaths, I digest the four kinds of food.^“^* I am ^eated ia 
the hearts of all. From Me are Memory and Knowledge and 
the loss of both. I am the Object of knowledge to be kndwit 
by (the aid of) all the Vedas, I am the author of the 
and I alone am the knower of the Veda8.%^* There 
are these two entities in^ the world, viz^ the Perishabte and 
the Imperishable. The Perishable is all (these) creatures; 
The unchangeable one is called the Imperishable.§** fiut 
there is another, the Supreme Being, cMled ParaTfiatmaT^ 
who as the Eternal Lord, pervading the three worlds, sustain*^ 
eth (thcm).‘^ (And) since I transcend the Perishable, and 
am higher than even the Imperishable, for this I am cele- 
brated in the world (among men) and in Veda as Purv,<* 
sJwtiavha (the Highest Being).** He who, without being 
deluded, knoweth Mo as this Highest Being, — he, knowing all, 
O Bharata, worshippeth Me in every way .If*®* Thus, O sin* 


♦ There can bo no question that Soma here means the moon and not 
the Soma juice quaffed ii^sacrifices, or sap. It is the raodh that supports 
and nourishes all herbs. Numerous passages may be quoted fifOm ^nda 
sacred literature to show this. Mr. Davies, therefore, clearly errs in 
rendering Soma as ^‘the savoury juice.” — T. 

+ The four kinds of food are that which is masticatedfliliaf whicll 
is sucked, that which is licked, and that which is drniQc. — T.* 

X jlpoAajwim is loss or removal. It is a well-lmown word and its 
llpplieation here is very natural. I am memory and knowledge (to those 
that use them for virtuous acts). I am the loss of^these fiS^ulties (ta 
Miose that engage in unrighteous acts). Mr. Davies erroneously renders 
it “the power of reason.” — T 

i g is. rendered by K. T. Tolang as “the unconcerned one;*® 

by Mr. Davies as “the lord on high.” I incline to thosa, scholiasts who 
explain i^as “tlie uniform or the unchangeable one.” — Ik 

IT So^abhdvena is explained by Gankara as Sarv&tma-chintayd (think* 
ing Me Jo be the soul of everthing). Creedhara exjllainslt jjs Sarva^^r^ 
Why may it not mean “with^the whole soul” or , “with 
ef love T, 


^ less one, liatli tins knotrledf^, fomiiing the gveiitcit 
ateries, bath been declared by Me (to tbee)t /Kiieiringibhttil} 
Bhiiata, one wilt become gifted with intolHgenee, and ’’Witt 
have dope all he need do !-— * '**• 


Section XL. 


* ‘The holy one said^ — Fearlcssnesfl, purity of heart, pCPi 
eeverance in (the pursuit of ) knowledge and yb^ahieditation, 
gift®. self-restraint, sacrifice, study of the Vedas, ascetic 
}>eiiances, uprightness,** abstention from injury, truth, *free-» 
dom from anger, renunciation, tranquillity, freedom from 
reporting other’s faults, compa.ssion for all creatures, absence 
of covetousness, gentleness, modesty, absence of restlessness,* 
vigor, forgiveness, firmne,s.s, cleanliness, absence of quarreU 


feomencss, freedom ‘from vanity, — these become his, O Bhira* 
ta, who is born to godljkc possessions.® Hypocrisy, pride, 
► conceit, wrath, rjulcness, and ignorance,* are, O son of Prith&, 
his who is born to demoniac possessions.* Godlike possessions 
.are deemed to be for deJiv'crance ; the demoniac for bondage. 
^Grieve not, O son of Pandu, for thou art born to godlike posses- 
sions.* (There are) two kinds of created beings in this world, 
viz, the^godlike and the demoniac. The godlike have been 
described at length. Hear now from me, O son of Pritb&, 
about the demoniac.® Persons of demoniac natures know 
not iffClivation or disinclination. Neither purity, nor good 
conduct, nor tS-uth, exists in them.i-^ They say that the 
universe is void^ of truth, of guiding principle, (aud^^of 
Ttiler; produced by the union of one another (male tmd 

* ^ ^ ■ — rTt^;r7 

^ * I adopt Cankara’s explanation of the Mtot compound qf the 


line of thin sloka, Croedhara explains it differently. ^T. 

f Pravritii I render “inclination,” and Nwritii ae “dieindfii 


'The inolination'is, as all the men ta tors explain, towards 

actions, and the disinclination, consequently, is about all 
.act^^s. K« IV Tela^g renders these words as “action” and “inao^on.” 
jSp^sivies, lullowing the 'Frencli version of Buruouf, takeit them iio 
^ mwi **lhe cr^a^i^u |u>d Its end.” — T. 
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imftte) lusfc, and nething else.* De^ndiog m #619 ^ 

liei^» these men of lost seifs, little in#lligeiihe/ai)d ileilbe 
deeds* these enemies (of the world), are born for. the destfsiidh 
tkm of the universe.*’ Cnerishing desires that are insatiabls^ 
ajhd endued with hypocrisy, conceit, and folly, they adopt' 
false notions through delusion and engage in unholy prao^. 
ticea‘® Cherishing boundless thoughts limited by death 
(atone), and regarding the enjoyment of (rheir) desires afe the 
tiighest end, they are persuaded that that is Fettered 

by the hundred nooses of hope, addicted to lust and wrath* 
they covet to obtain unfairly hoards of wealth for the grati- 
fioatioQ of their desires.^® — This hath been obtained by mo 
today, — This wish I will obtain, — This wealth I have, — This 
(wealth) will be mine in addition,*’ — This foe hath been slain 
by me, — I will slay even others, — I am lord, — I am the enjoy- 
er,— Tr am successful, powerful, happy, nm rich and of 
noble birth, — Who else is there that is like me ? — I will sacri- 
fice, — I will make gifts, — I will be merry, — thus deluded by' 
ignorance,** tossed about by numerous thoTights, enveloped 
in the moshos of delusion, attaohed to thc^ enjoyment of 
objects of desire, they sink into foul hell.** Sclf-cdbceited# 
stubborn, filled with the pride and ’‘intoxication of wealth, 
they perform sacrifiSes that are nominally so, with hypocrisy 
and against the (prescribed) ordinance.*"^ Wedded 1 ;d \finity* 
poifer, pride, lust, and wrath, these rcvilers hate Me in their 
own bodies and those of others.*® These hatere (of Me)#, 

' cruel, the vilest among men, and unholy, ‘ I Aurl «continuaMy 
down into demoniac wombs,*’ Coming into demoniac wombs; 
deluded birth after birth, they,* O son^ of Kunti, withouir 
attaining to Me, go down to the vilest •state.*®# Threefold 
li the way to hell, rin^notis to the self, viz, lust, wrath, like*-! 
lirise avarice. Therefore, these three one should renounce.*^ 
Freed from these three gates of darkness, a man, O son 
Kuiitit works out his own welfare, and then^ repairs to tiie 
highest goal.®* He who, abandoning the ordinances oF thd 

f V- ’ Cattkar. Mem. to connect tbo%enetive Jitgattu 
dbira <ioiuieet«^t (w^ich ia i>«tural) with Ktkagago, which I kccept.— T. 
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acts only under the impalscs of desire, ukret, eilu^ 
tains to perfdhtien, %ot happiness, nor the highest 
Therefore, the scriptures should be thy authority in determtn<^' 
ing what should be done and what should not be done^ Ih 
hehoveth thee to do work here, having ascertained what hatli 
heeir declared by the ordinances of the scriptures.!' 


Section XLL 

^ *Arjuna said, — What is the state, O Kilshna, of those who, 
abandoning the ordinances oi the soripttiros, perform sacii« 
Hces endued with faith ? Is it one of Goodness, or Passion, 
or Darkness ? — ' 

‘The holy one said, — The faith of embodied (creatures) 
is of three kinds, (l^t is (also) born of their (individiial) 
natures. It is Good, Passionate, and Dark. Hear now these.® 
The faith of one, O Bharata, is conformable to his own nature. 
A being here is Tull of faith ; and whatever is one's faith, 
one is even that.* They th^-t are of the quality of Goodness 
worship the gods; they that are of the quality of Passion, 
(worship) the YaJeshas and the Rakshoi, ; or'^cr people that 
Ore of the quality of Darkness worship depai cd spirits and 
hostobf sKutas,^ Those people who practise severe ascetic 
austerities not ordained by the scriptures, given up to hypo- 
crisy and‘jy’ide, and endued with desire, attachment, and 
violence,* — tbose^fjcrsons possessed of no discernment, tortur- 
ing the groups of organs in (their) bodies and Mo also seated 
trithin (those) bodied, — shouH be known to be of demoniao 
tesolves 7ood which is dear to all is of three kinds. Saori- 
fice, penance, and gifts are likewise (of three kinds). Listen to 
their distinctions as follows.^ Those kinds of food that increase 
life's period, energy, strength, health, well-being, apd" joy» 
tshioh are savoury, oleaginous, nutritive, and agreeable, ore 
Kked by the Qood.^ Those kinds of food which are bitter, sotti^ 
oaltbd, oven-hot^ puijgent, dry, and burning, and which pro^^ 
g^ief and disease, desired by the Passionate/ 
Cbe fePdh ip cold, without savour, sf inking, and 
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impt, and which is even refuse, and filthy, is dear to meur of* 
]>arkue8S.*^ That sacrifice is good which/ bein^^ p/escribed hjf 
the ordinance, is performed by persons without .an^ longipg^ 
ter the fruit (thereof) and the mind being det^mined (to 
it under the belief) that its performance is a duty.^^ *But that 
which is performed in expectation of fruit and even for* th0 
sake of ostentation, know that sacrifice, O chief of the sons 
of Bharata, to be of the quality of Passion !** That saorifice 
which is again ‘'i the ordinance, in which no food is dealt-out, 
which is devoid of r intras (jacred verse), in which no fees 
are pi*-.d to the Brah» anas t-ssisting at it, and which is void of 
faith, is said to be of the quality of Darkness.^® Reverence to 
th2 gods, regenerate ones, preceptors, and men of knowledge, 
purity, uprightness, the practices of a. Brahmachdrin, and 
abstention from, injury, are said to constitute •the penance of 
the body.** The speech which causeth no^ agitation, which is 
true, which is agreeable and beneficial, aoid the diligent study 
of the VedaSt are said to be the pc^iaucc of speech.** Serenity 
of the mind, genileness, tacicurnity, self-restraint, and puri- 
ty of the dispoaition, — these are said to be Mae pchxance of 
the mind.** ’This throe-fold {)enaijce performed with* perfect 
fait* , b ''CMi without desire of fruit, and with devotion , *18 
said to be jf the qi» ity of Goodness.*’ That penance which is 
pel formed for the saKe of (gaining) respect, honor, %nd ^rever- 
once, with hypocrisy, (and) which is unstable and transient^ 
is said to be of the quality of Passion.*® That penance which 
is performed under a deluded conviction, wit^i torture of one's 
self, and for the destruction of another, is s^d to be of the 
quality of Darkness.*® That gift which •is given because it 
ought to be given, to one who cannot return any •service for 
it, in a proper place, at a proper time, and to a ^proper per* 
son, is said to be of the quality of Goodness.*® That, how* 
,jever, which is given reluctantly, for return of services (past 
or expected), or even with an eye to fruit, — that gift is said 
to be of the quality of Passion.** In an unfit place anti at 
i^n unfit time, the gift that is made to an upwonhy ot/ject^ 
Inritliout respect, and with cfntempt, is said tJiis 

quality of Darkuess.*® TAT, SAT, ibis is said to be 
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ttte, threefold dosignation of Srahjna, By That [JSro&tMjL 
the Brahrvmnas, and the Vedas, and* the Saerificee, wcf^^ 
ordained 6f old*^ Therefore, uttering the syllable Oitf, 
sacrifices, gifts, and penances, prescribed by the ordinan^^ 
of all utt^rers of Brahma bej^in.** Uttering TAT, the variou^, 
litea of sacrifice, penance, and gifts, without expectation o| 
firuit, are performed by those that are desirous of deliverance 
employed to denote existence and goodness. Likewise, 
O son of Prithi, the word SAT is used. in any auspicious act.^ 
Constancy in sacrifices, in penances, and in gifts, is also 
called STilT; and an act, too, for the sake of Tfuti is called 
SAT,**^ Whatever oblation is offered (to the fire), whatever is 
given awav. whatever penance is performed, whatever is done, 
with* son of Pritha, said to be the opposite 

of Si »ught both here and hereafter. — ’ ’’"f** 


’ Section XLII. 

f 

** ‘Arjuna said, — Of Renunciation, O thou of mighty arms, 
I desire to kuor^ the true nature, and also of Abandonmentt 
O lord of the senses, distinctly,. O slayer of Kc^i 1 — 

' “ ‘The holy one said, — The rejection of works with desire 
is known by thpo learned as Renunciation. *Thr abandonment 
of th%. frurl of all work, the discerning call Abandonment,* 
Some wise men say that work (itself) should be abandoned 
as evil ; others (say) that the works of sacrifice, gifts, and 

> ^ » 

• That evidently refers to sacrifice, penance, and gift, in the clanae 
before. The commentators, however, suggest that it may, besides, refer 
to Mrokma, 1 am myself not sure that it does not refer to BraAffio.'^T. 

** f What th# author wishes to lay down in these verses is that the 
words OJf, Til 7*, and SAT, have each their respective uses. When 
used as directed here, such use cures the defects of the respective actions^ 
to which they are applied, it being understood that all three denOtt 
Brahma, — ^T. 

t SanyAea I render Benunciation. K- T, Xslang does the same*, 
Mr. Bavies it ‘Abstention.” So I render “Abandonment^f , 

Mr.^nti^es tyn^eiss it •‘renunciaiioia” What the two wordm hoi#evesP?ii^ 
fgfMUt is cxpkiiiM fully in the verses that fj[^llow.— T. 
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^nanoe, should not be ubarfdoned^* As to that fbwdouiiieiil^ 
^ Klilui to my decision, O best of the sons of Bharata, for 
Abandonment, O tiger amoug men, hath been declSureid to be of 
three kinds.^ Tne works of sacrifice, gifts, and penance, 
should not be abandoned. They should, indeed, be d>ne. 
Sacrifice, gift, and penance, are the purifications of the wise.* 
But even those works should be done, abandoning attachment 
and fruit. This, O son of Pritha, is my excellent and decid- 
ed opinion.* The renunciation of an act prescrioed (in the 
scriptures) is not proper. Its abandon tne nt.(ivs) from delusion, 
(and) is (therefore) declared, to be of the quality of Darkness.*^ 
(Regarding it) js (a source of ) sorrow, when work is aban- 
doned from (fear of ) bodily jniin, one making suen an aban- 
donment which is of the quality of Passion, nej^er obtaineth 
the fruit of Abandonmoiit.* (Regarding it) as one that should 
be done, whenf work that it> prescribed -(In the scriptures) 
is done,* O Arjutia, abandoning att|.chmeiit and friiiL also, 
that abandon lueut is deemed to be of the quality of Good- 
ness.* Possessed of intelligeiicc and with doubts dispelled, 
an abandoner that is endowed \Mth the quality of Goodness 
hath no aversion for an unpleasant action and no attachment 
to pleasant (ones)J^° Since actions cannot b§ absolutely 
abandoned by afi embodied person, (therefore), he wii^ aban- 
dons the fruit of actions is truly said to be an Abandoner.'^ 
Evil, good, and mixed, — action hath (this) threefold fruit 
hereaUlbr for those that. do not abandon. Put ther(»*is none* 
whatever for the Reuouncer.S** Listen fiom nJe, O thou of 

— ' I J — — — — ' 

* Both Cankara and Creed Uara explain the second line as consisting 
of two proposibious, the connecting verb hhavati or Bhavet befug under- 
stood.— T. 

f I have used **wheii” fur ^^whaterer” to make the sentence giaoitua- 
tlcal.— T. 

t Hr. p avies, giving the sense correotly, does not follow the true 
order of the subject and the predicate. Following Lasien, he rendeas 
and aku^la as ^^prosperous’ and 'unpronperous for medh&vi E, 

T. Tidang has ^^taleuted*’ which has not the sanctioa of gl^od usage. — T. 

$ Thk£ is, as Creedhara explains, oife who hath reuounceS^Ue 

of actions.— T. 
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mighty aiyns^ to these five canseij for the coinpletioil,/ef ,il|| 
actions, ^ioclaroci in the Sdnkhya treating of the annibiia^l^i||| 
of actiona**^* (They are) substratum, agent, the direvse 1^4|| 
of orgav^s, the diverse efforts severally, ai>d vrith them tw 
deities as the fith-i"** With body, speech, or mind, whatev^ 
work, just the reverse, a man uudertakes, these five are ih| 
causes'** That being so, he that, owing to an unrefined oud^ 
standing, bcholdcth his own self as solely the agent, he, daU 
in mind, beholdeth uot/^ He that hath no feeling of egoisnv 
whose mind is not. sullied, he, even killing all these people^ 
killeth not, nor is fettered (by action).^*’ Knowledge, the 
object of Knowledge, and the Knower, form tbc threefold 
impulse of action. Instruuient, action, and the agent, form 
the threefold ^ complements of actioii.§'* Knowledge, action^ 
and ageht, arc declared in the enumeration of qualities to be 
threefold, according «to the difference of qualities. Listen 
these also duly.V*® That by which One Eternal Essence ia 
viewed in all things, undivided in the divided, know that to be 
knowledge having the quality of Ooodnesis.^® That knowledge 
which discierneth in all things diverse essences of different 
• kinds, in cojisc(|ueuco of their separateness, know that that 
knowledge hath the quality of Passion.** But that which ie 


* Kritdiite ; Cankara takes it as an acijective of Sdnihye^ and thidGa 
that the reference is to the VeddfUa. Creedhara also seem to be e| 
^he same ^niem, — T. ^ 

t The eabstratum is the body. Ttie a^rnt is the person tha^ihinks 
kimself to be actor. Tiie organs are those of perception^ dee., 
efforts are tte iRioiiC of the vital winds Prana The flettke mUb 

ahoee thatjpmnde over the eye and the other sensea The deiiiee have 
place ia.jSlapila’s system. Hence, if it is not the Vedanta» aomeaye* 
tern mateiMfiy based upon Kapila’s dnd recognising the interferenee 
the deiti^a, aeeois to be indicatied. Aira is explained by Oreedhara lui 
equivalent to “among or with these,” I think, however, it meanii 
here^”i. c, ‘*are enumerated Asre, or, in thU connediAm^^ — ^T, ^ ^ 

* } BMbho fueling of egoism, i. e, doth not regard himaell ai^ tha 
doer. wihViib hy the taint of desire of fruit.-— T. 

^ Mr. I think, is right in rendering SamgraAat aa *WtapXi^« 

Telang readers it as equivalent to “in brief."— !lC '' 

If lu jthe ^ffiunciatiop of qualitieSf i. fi in the^^da^rAya iyetenh^tC»» 
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^ * )f 

fltt^nhad to (eacii) single object as if it were ihe whole, wfaioli 
llif Wil;bout reason, without truth, and mean, that (knowledge^ 
l^h been Wd to be of the quality of Darknest.*^ I^e 
ttetion which is prescribed (by the^scripturesy, (done) without 
attachmetit, performed without desire and aversion, *by one 
Who longeth not for (its) fruit, is sai(itto be of the quality^ of 
Ooodness.*^ But that action which is done by one seeking 
objects of desire, or by one filled with egoism, and which is 
' attended with great troqble, is said to be of the qiiajity of 
Passion.** That action which is undertaken from delusion. 
Without regard to consequences, loss, injury (to others), and 
(one’s own) power also, is said to be of the quality of Passion.** 
The agent who is free from attachment, who never speaketh 
of himself, who is endued with constancy and energy, and is 
unmoved by success and defeat, is said to be of* the quality of 
Goodness.** The agent who is full of affections, who wisheth 
for the fruit of actions, who is covetous, endued with cruelty, 

. hnd impure, and who feelcth joy and sorrow, is declared to be 
of the quahty of Passion,***^ The agent who is void of appli- 
cation, without descernment, obstinate, dcceitfcil, malicious, 
^slothful, desponding, and procrastinating, is said to be of the 
quality of Darkness.f** Hear now, O Dhananjaya, the three* 
fold division of Intellect and of Constancy, according to their 
qualities, which I am about to declare exhaustively sand ^dis- 
tinetly.** The intellect w’^hich knoweth nctioa and inaction, 
what ought to be done and what ought not to be done, fear and 
fearidisness, bondage and deliverance, is, O son of^ritha, df 
tha quality of Goodness.’* The intellect by wBich one imper- 
fectly discorneth right and wrong, that which ought to be done 
.and that which ought not to be done, is, O^son of J^rithi, of 
the equality of Passion,®* That intellect which, shrouded by 
darkness, Tegardeth wrong to be right, and all things as 
reversed, is, O son of Pritha, of tho quality of Darkness.** 

« ' " ' ■ " ' *•*' - - 

* 

Fall of affections, i. <?, for children, as Creedbara. — T, 

^ t Prdkrita which I have rendered “whithout discernment’’ followDig 
may be, as Mr. Davies reifiers it, “vulgar,” 
no^ “negligent’’ as Mr. Davies renders it, but “Inalicioua.”*-'l^ 







unswerving Constancy by wbioh one eontrok 
^ions of tbe mind* the life-breaibs, and the senseSL tlMM^ngiy 
devotion,* that Constancy is, O son of PritfaE* of 'the qaiiil^ 

» vof Goodness.**^ But that^ Constancy, O Arjuna, by whiOll 
one holds to religion, desire, and profit, through attaehmeifti 
desiring fruit, that Constancy, O son of Prith&, is of the 
quality of Passion.'^ That through which an undisoeming 
person abandons not sleep, fear, sorrow, despondency, and 
. folly^ t^hat Constancy is deemed to be of the quality of Dark** 
ness,** Hear now from me, O bull of Bharata's race, of the 
jtbree kinds of hnppincss. That in which one hndctfa pleasure 
in>m repetition (of enjoyment), which bringeth an end to pain,** 

. which is like poison first but reseinbleth nectar in the end, 
that happinc«^s born of the serenity produced by a knowledge 
of self, is said to be of the quality of Goodnesai-*^* That 
which is from the contact *of the senses with their objects, 
which rescmbleth nectar first but is like poison in the end, 
that happiness is held to be of the quality of Passion.** 
That happiness which in the beginning and in its conto* 
quences deludeth the soul, and springeth from sleep, indo* 
lenco, .and stupidity, that is described to be of the quality of 
©arkness.®* There is not, either on earth or in heaven among 
the go<ls, the entity that is free from these three qualities 
bori^ of raturc.^^ The duties of Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, and 
Vai<;ya8, and of Cudras also, O chastiser of foes, are distin- 
guished by (these three) qualities born of nature.*® Tran- 
r guillity, ^elf- restraint, ascetic austerities, purity, forgifeneiar 
. rectitude, knoMcdge, experience, and belief (in an existenee 
hereafter), — these Are the duties of Brkhmanas, bom of (their 
proper) njiture.**^ Bravery, energy, firmness, skill, not flying 


i 


♦ Mr. Davies iqakes “unswerving” an adjective of “devotiem.** This 

f 

is wrong, for AvyobhicharinySL (unswerving) is a feminine instramentsly 
and must qualify Dhrityd.—^, ^ 

Atm<^4mdfhupraaddajam, K. T. Telang, following an idti^attve 
by Cankara, renders it “clear knowledge of th^ 
iff “the serenity of one’s own miiMl,'' 1 lollop 


•aplanati^^fred 
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battle, liberality, the bearing of a rtiler,-^tfteiM^ 
£||^;4die dutiee of Kshatriyas; born of (their |Hropef) natcu^^ 
i.f;4^griculture, * tending of cattle, and trade, are tife natural 
^duties of Vai^yas. Of Cudras also, the natural d#ty eonsi^ 

, ia senritude*^^ Every man, engaged in his own duti&, attaine 
^4o perfection* Hear now how one obtains perfection by i^plff 
eation to his duties.** Him from Whom are the movemeBtS 
jof all beings. Him by Whom this All is pervaded, worsfaipp? 
ing^him by (the perforinance of) one’s own duty, one»obtain<* 
^h perfection.** Better is ones own duty though performed 
faultily* than another’s duty well-performed. Performing the 
duty prescribed by (one’s own) nature, one incurreth no siDi** 
One must not abandon, O son of Kunti, one^s natural dnty 
though tainted with evil, for all actions are enveloped by evil 
lihe fire by smoke.*® Pie whose mind is unattached everywhere, 
who hath subdued his self, and whose desires have departed, 

, obtaineth, through Renunciation, the supreme perfection of 
freedom from work.*^ Learn from me, only in brief, O son of 
Kunti, how one, having obtained (this kind of) perfection, 

- attain eth to Bvakma which is the supreme end bf know* 
ledge*®’* Endued with a pure mind, and restraining his self by 
eonstancy, renouncing sound and other objects of sense, and 
easting off affcction^nd aversion,** he who residcth in a lonely 

* place, eateth little, and restraineth speech, body, %nd tfnind, 
who is ever intent on meditation and abstraction, who hath 
recourse* to indifference,®^ w^ho, abandoning egoism, violenc^, 

lust, wrath, and (all) surroundings, hatji been freed firom 
selfishness and is tranquil (in mind), becometli fit for assimila-* 

* with Brahmia.*^ Becoming one with Brahma^ tranquil in 

' (such a) one grieveth not, desireth i^t ; alike to all be** 

‘ IbgS, hS pbtaineth the highest devotion to Me.®* By (that) devo- 
, tion he truly understandeih Me, What I am, and Who I am ; 

^ then, understanding Me truly, he entereth into Me forthwith.^ 

Even performing all actions at all times, having refuge in Me^ 
lie obtaineth, through my favor, the seat that* is eternal *and 
libperishable.®® Dedicating in thy heart all' potions to *Me» 

devoted to Me, resortingito menial abstrae^imn, ^v ..jihy 
thoughts constanlly on Me.®^ Fixing thy thougHs oti 





m 




wilt surmount all difficulties througli my grace* l{f^ 

from self-conceit thou wilt not listen, thou wilt (then) niterly 
perish.** havinsr recourse to self-conceit, thoik thinkeetp^ 
/ %inU not fifjht, — that resolution of thine would be vain« (for) 
{Mature sFill constrain thee.** That which, -from delusioiii than 
dosfvnot wish to do, thou wilt do involuntarily, bound by thy 
own duty springing from (thy own) nature.*® The Lord, O 
Aijuna, dwelleth in the region of the heart of all beings, 
tnmingrall beings as if mounted on a machine, by his illusive 
jpower.** Seek shelter with Him in every way, O Bhirata* 
Through His grace thou wilt obtain supreme tran(]uillity, 
the eternal scat-.** Thus hath been declared to thee by Mo 
the knowledge that is more mysterious than any (other) mys- 
tery. Reflecting on it fully, act as thou likest.** Once more, 
listen to my supernal words, the most mysterious of alU 
Exceedingly dear art thou to Me, therefore I will declare what 
{b for thy benefit.®* Set thy heart on Me, become My devotee, 
sacrifice to Me, bow down Me. Then shalt thou come to 
Me* I declare te thee trul3% to Me.** For- 

saking aK (religious) duties, come to Mo as thy sole refuge* 

][ will deliver thee from all sins. Do not grieve.** This is not 
tC be ever declared by thee to one who practiseth no austeri- 
ties, to one who is not a devotee, to one w,ho never waiteth on 
a pregeptoc, nor yet to one who cahimniatcth Mc.*^ He who 
riiall inculcate this 'supreme mystery to those that are d^oted 
tj Me, offering Me the highest devotion, will come * to Me, 
fr^d from f&ll his) doubts, •** Amongst men there is none who 
can do Me a desflher service than he, nor shall any other 0|t 
fUirth be dearer to Me than ho.** And ho who will stu<|y 
t h?” holy 090 verse ,be tween us, by him will have been offerra 
ter tfie the sacrifice of Knowledge. Such is My opinic;|^^^ 
Even the man who, with faith and without cavil, will bear 10 
(read), even he, freed (from rebirth) will obUun tho bleme^ 
regions of those that perform pious acts.’* Hath this, O sof^ 


*>!8 atading that occura in every text) and not 
t)arietji .therefor^;? is incorrect in rendering it Hdbttbl* 
ntlking^ an l^verb qualifying tp ma”— T* 
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M been heard by tbee with mind undirected to aiiy 

«^heif object ? Hath thy delusion, (caused) by ignorance, .be^ 
destroyedi O Dhananjaya ? — 

** *ArJuna said. — My delusiom hath been destroyed, and 
the recollection (of what I am) hath been gained by roe, O 
l)«ndetcriorating one, through thy favor ! I am now firm* 
doubts have been dispelled. I will do thy bidding ! — 

'*Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus I heard this converse beiVreeit 
V&sudeva and the high*»souled son of Pritha, (that is) Hvonder^ 
fbl and causeth the hair to stand on cnd.^* Through Vyasa'a 
favor heard I this supreme m3"8tery, this (doctrine of) Yoga^ 
from Krishna himself, the Lord of Yogn, who declared it 


in 


person.’* O king, recollecting and (again) recollecting this 


wonderful (and) holy converse of Ke(;ava and Arj-iina, I 
rejoice over and over again Recollecting *agam and again 
that wonderful form also of Hari, gre^^ is my amazement^ 
O king, ^d I rejoice ever more Thither where Krishna 
the I^ord of Yoga (is), thither where the (great) bowman 
]|^tha (is), thither, in iny opinion, are prosperity, and victoryi 
and greatness, and eternal justice 


Section XLIII.- 
Bhishma-vadha Parva, 

“Sanja^^a said, — ‘Beholding Dhananja^^a then to take up 
once again (his) arrows and Gandiva, the mighty^ar-w^arriora 
(of the Paudava party) uttered a tremendous shout.* And 
those heroes, viz, the Panda vas, and the Somakas, and those 
who followed them, filled with joy, l>lew their sea-born 
And drums, and Pe^is, and Krfikachaif, and cow-^ 
horns, were beat and blown together, and the uproar madp 
ynuB very loud.* And then, O ruler of men, there came the^ 
l^ods, with the Oandharvaa and the Pitris, and the hosts of 
SiddhAS BXkd Ckaranas, from«desire of witnessing (the sight ).^ 
Apd Miakia highly blessed came there in a body with him. .of 

' ■ j " ' ■ '' ■ . -I' - ^ 

« % Bhu^i M explained by Creeclbara as gradual L #, 

fi^owth or greatness. IfiH is^explained as Adyct or justiee^^A^k 
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hundred iMfifices at their bead/ for beholding that great 
alaughter.* Then, O king, beholding the two armiee, that 
looked like two oceans, ready for the encounter and oontinu* 
ously moving, the heroic king Tudtihhbhira the just, patting ^ 
* off bis coat of mail and casting aside his excellent weapon, and 
qnickly descending from his car, with joined hands, proceeded 
on foot, eyeing the graudsirc, with restrained speech, facing 
the dhet, towards the direction where the hostile diost was 
(etandini^).**^ And seeing him proc(5ed (thus), Dhananjaya 
the son of Runti, speedily alighting frOin his car, followed 
him, accompanied by his (other) brothers.” And the lord 
^ Tisudeth also followed him behind. And the principal kings 
too (of his army), filled with anxiety, followed in the same 
path.”^ ' 

” 'Arjnna sai<S, — What is this act of thine, O king, that 
abandoning us thou proceedesi on foot, face eastwards, to the 
hostile host — 

'Bhimasena said, — Where wilt thou go, O king of kings, 
having cast off thy coat of mail and weapons, towards Che 
warriors of the Toe cased in mail, and leaving thy brothers, 

O ruler bf Elarth — 

"'Nakula said) — Thou art my eldest brother, O Bbarata ! 
(Beholding) thee proceeding iu this way, fear troubletb my 
bosoni. TSU (us), whither wilt tuou go ?‘® — 

** 'Sahadeva said, — When these hostile divisions, terrible 
had aumerojps, are here with whom we are to fight, whither, 
dost thou gb, O {ping, in the direction of our foes ? — 

'^Sanjaya continued, — 'Though thus addressed by bis bro* 
thers, O son of K^uru’s race, Yudhishthira of restrained 
speheh said^othing but continued to proceed.^* Unto them * 
(then), the bigh-souled V&sudeva of great wisdom smilingly 
said,~Bis object is known to me Having paid his respects^ 
to all his superiors (such as) Bnishma, and Drona, and Kripa» 
and Galya aJso, he will fight the fee.'^ It is heard in histories of 
olden times that he who, having paid bis respects accesding 

acdilssi aoeordiog to N’lakaotha, the excellent bow* XeM 

1b Wtm 9 tjf ri«ro..‘-T.* 
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to the ordinance unto his preceptors reverend fn years and* 
hts kinsmen, fighteth with those that are his superiors,** hr 
sure to obtain victory in battle. Even that is my 0 |jinion.— 
When Krishna was saying this, among the ranks of Dhrita- 
rishtra’s son,** a loud uproar of Alas, and Oh arose, but the: 
other (army) remained perfectly still. Beholding Yudhish-' 
thira, the heroic warriors of Dhritarashtra’s son*® convefsed^ 
with one another, saying, — This one is an infamous wrdtch of 
bis race. It is plain that this king is coming in terror to- 
wards Bhishmas side.** Yudhishthira with his brothers hath 
become a seeker after (Bhishmas) shelter. When Dhanan-^ 
jaya, however, is (hi^) protector, and Paiidu’s sous Vriko- 
dara,®* and Nakiila, and Sahadova also, why doth the (eldest) 
son of Pandu come (hither) in fear ? Though celebrated in 
the world, this one, however, could never have been born in 
the Kshatriya order,*® since he is weak and his bosom is filled 
with fear (at the prospect ) of battle ! — Then those warriors 
all praised the Kauravas.*^ And all of thent, becoming re- 
joiced, with cheerful heaits waved, their garindfits. And, O 
monarch, all ihc warriors there (then) censured** Yuflhish- 
thira with all his broliiers and along with Ke^ava too. Then 
the Kaurava army, having said Fie to YudhislTthira,** soon 
again, O monarch, became perfectly still ! — What will Ihis lAng 
say ? What will Bhishma say in reply What will Bhima, 
boastful of his prowess in battle, (say), and what Knshna and 
Arjuna? What, indeed, hath (Yudhishthira) sajT ? — great 
was the curiosity** then, O king, of both the armies in res- 
pect of Yudhishthira. The king ( meanwhile ), penetrating 
the hostile army bristling with arrows and darts,*® proceeded 
quickly towards Bhishma, surrounded by his brothers. Seizing 
bis feet with his two hands, the royal son of Pandu then said 
unto Cantanu’s son Bhishma who was there ready for battle, 
(thqse wgrds),*® 

***Yudhishthira said, — I salute thee, O inyinoible one! 
With thee we will do battle ! Grant (as)Jbhy permission in 
thatt uuktter ! Give (us) also (tbyf blessing ! — ** ^ 'V 

“ 'Bhishma said, — If, O lord of the earth, thou ha<rot notj 
in this battle, come \q me.tnus, I would have, 0^ great king, 
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cursed ihec* *0 Bhimta, for bringing about thy 
lam gratified (with thee), O son !«, Do battle, and oblidli 
vicior 3 % O son of Patidu ! What else may be desired by tbe^ 
obtain thou in battle !** Solicit also the boon. O son of Pli* 
iUi* which thou desirest to have from us ] If it bapf^ena ao^ 
O great king, then defeat will not be thine A man is tfao 
slavb of wealth, but wealth is no one's slave. This is very 
irue> O king ! 1 have been bound b^* the Kauravas with (their) 
wealth.” It is for this, O son of Kura's race, that like a 
eunuch I am uttering these words, riz^^Bound am I hy 
the Katirams iviih wealth. Battle cxvepted, what dmi thou 
desire f — •** 

u ^Yudhishthira said, — O thou of great wisdom, do ihoQi 
desirous of my* welfare, from da}’ to da\\ consult my interests! 
Do battle, however^ for the sake of the Kauravas ! Even ibis 
is alway s my prayer (to thee) ! — 

“ *Bhishma said, — O iJiug, O son of Kurus race, what idd 
can I render th*ee in this ? I shall, of course, fight for (thy) 
foes ! Tell ifie what thou hast to say ! — ” 

‘Yiidhishthira said, — Therefore, O sire, I ask thee, I 
bow to thee, O grandsire, how shall w<3 in battle vanquiril 
thee that art invincible ? Tell me this that is for my benefit^ 
if, Indeed, thou seest any good in it ' — 

* ‘Bhishma said, — I do not, O son of Kunti, see th^ per- 
son who. even if he were the chief of the celestials himself, 
can defeat me^^n battle when I fight ’ — 

** Yudhishihira said, — My salutations to thee, O grandsire! 
Tnerefore, do I aJk thee (this) ! Tell us how thy own death 
ma}^ be eompa68i;d by foes in battle ! — ** 

^^Bhishma said, — I do not see the person. O sire, who ean 
vanquish me in battle ! The time also of my death is uot yet 
! CJome to me once again 

What Bhishma says is this ; 1 am bound by the Kauravas aiidt 
therefore. 1 am uot a free ag^eut. Obliged 1 am to battle against yon. 
Yet I am saying “What do you s^k of me ?*’ as if I could really give 
you wh^^ayu might ask. My words, therefore, are without meatiiug, or 
vain, hte those of a eunuch. ElivaveU^ is explained by Kilakantha as 
Satatavat, Even in that case, the sense .would \>e thh same.-^T. 
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lit: 

^SanjRya coiiiiiiued,~^hen, O soil of Kuru's race, Yudliis** 
itthira. once more saluting him, ^cepted Bhiehma's vrordf 
with a bend of bis head.^* And that mighty-armed one thei| 
pfToeeeded towards the car of the preceptor (Prona) through 
the midst of all the soldiers who were eyeing him, acc^ipanied 
by his brothers.** Then saluting Drona and walking ro^nc| 
bim, the king spoke to that invincible warrior words that were 
for his own benefit**** 

"‘Yudhishthira said,— I ask thee, O invincible oise, hoiy 
1 may fight without incurring sin, and how, with thy permis- 
eioD, O regenerate one, I may vanquish all my foes / — f** 

” ^JDrona said, — If, having resolved to fight,^thou hadst not 
come to me (thus), 1 would have cursed thee, O king, for thy 
complete overthrow I am, however, gratified, O Yudbish- 
thira, and honored by thee, O sinless one ! k permit thee, 
fight and obtain victory 1^* I will also fulfil thy wish. Say 
what thou hast to say. Under these tfircu instances, battle 
excepted, what dost thou wish .^** •A man is the slave of 
wealth, but wealth is no one s slave. This is* quite true, O 
king! Bound I have been with (their) wealth Ijy the •Kaura- 
vas I** It is for this that like a eunueh I am uttering* these 
words— Buttle excepful, wluU dost thoiv wish / I shall fight for* 
the sake of the Kauravas, but will pray for thy vkitory ! — 

“ ‘YudhUli thira said, — Pray for my victor}', O r^igenesato 
one, and counsel what is for iny good. Fight, however, for 
the Kauravas. This is the boon soliciteil by me I — ** 

*Drona said, — Victory, O king, is certain for ^ec thafi 
hast Hari for thy counsellor ! I (also) grant tlfec that thou 
wilt vanquish thy foes in battle Thither •where lighteous- 


V The Bengal reading is evidently incorrect. The Bombay text 
Iliads for Vachd, — T. 

t Nilakaotlia thinks that Vi/fotakalmashas refers to Drona ; the 
meaning he suggests is ‘'Tell me with a puio heart &c. I think 

Nilakantha is not right. — T. 

{ The sense of the first line is that because I am bound by the 
kauravas with their wealth, therefore, I am obliged ^to make .thia 
veeervation in the matter of granting fiee thy wishes. Thii^ reset' va« 
tion really nullifies my promise. See P. 
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liess is, thither is Krishna ; and thither where Krishna 
thither is ifictK>ry. Go, hght, O son of Kunti I Ask whsi 
shall I say unto thee ? — •* 

** ‘Yudhishthira said, — I ask thee, O foremost of regenSl^ 
a€e ones* listen to what I have to say ! How shall we in 
battle vanquish thee that art invincible ? — •• 

*Drona said, — As long as I will fight, so long vicUspy 
can* never be thine! (Therefore), O king, seek, with thy 
brothers, for my speedy slaughter ’ — •• 

‘“Yudhishthira said, — Alas, for this, O thou of mighty 
arms, tell (us) the means of thy death ! O preceptor, pros* 
trating myself I ask thee this ! (My) salutations to theo 

" ‘Drona said, — The foe, O sire, I see not who may slay 
me while standing in battle I am engaged in fight, with wrath 
excited, and ^battering (iny) arrowy showers continually 
Except when addrest for death, O king, having abandoned my 
arms and withdrawn (in Yoga meditation) from surrounding 
sights, none will he able lo slay me ! This that I tell thcc is 
true !•** I also tell thcc truly that I will cast off my arms 
in batlle, hiuving heard something very disagreeable from 
some one of credible speech ' — 

‘Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing these words, O king, of 
the wise smi of Bharadwaja, and hojjoring the preceptor, 
( Yaidhishthira then ) proceeded towards the son of Cara- 
dwat.** And saluting Kripa and walking round him, O king, 
Yudhishthira, accomplished in speech, said these words unto 
that warHor o{ great valour.** 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — Obtaining thy permission, O pre- 
ceptor, I will fight wiihout incurring sin, and permitted by 
thee, O sittloss qpc, I will vancpii.sh all (my) foes?—** 

“ Kripa said, — If, having resolved on fight, thou badst nob 
come to me (thus). I ivouhl have cursed thee, O king, for thy 
complete overthow !** A man is the slave of wealth; but 
wealth is no one’s slave. This is very true, O king, and 

This sloka is very elliptical. There is a slight difference of read- 
ing beit^n the Bengal and thet Bombay texts, without affecting the 
render the"' verse somewhat freely. — T, 

f 


seuse. 
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boQod I baire been with wealth by the Eauravas !** t must, 

0 king) hgbt for their sake* This is my opinion. there- 
fore» speak like. & eunuch in asking thee» — Battle ^exeepted} 
VJhat dost thou desire ? — •• 

‘‘ *Yudhi8hthira said, — Alas, I ask thee, therefoi]^, O pre- 
ceptor, listen to my words ! — Saying this, the king, greatly 
agitated and deprived of his senses, stood silent/*^ • 

"Sanjaya continued, — ‘Understanding, howeyer, what he 
intended to say, Gautama (Kripa) replied to him„^saying, — 

1 am incapable of being slain, O king ! Fight, airdT obtain 
victoiy I am gratified with thy coming. Kising every 
day (from bed) I will pray for thy victory, O monarch ! I say 
this to thee truly ' — ** Hearing, O king, these words of Gau- , 
tama, and paying him due honors, the king proceeded thi- 
ther where the ruler of the Madras was.^® Saluting Galya 
and walking round him, the king said unto that invincible 
warrior those words that were for his owo»benefit.’^ 

** ‘Yudhishthira said, — Obtaining thy permission, O invin- 
cible one, I will fight without incurring sin, and permitted by 
thee, O king, I will vanquish (my) valorous foes • — 

“‘Calya said, — If, having resolved on fi§ht, thou hadsb 
not come to me (thus), I would have, O king, cursed Ihee for 
thy overthrow in battle P I am gratified (with thee) and 
honored (by thee) !* Let it be as thou wishest ! I grant thee 
permission, fight and obtain victory Speak, O ^ero^ For 
what hast thou any need ? What shall I give thee ? Under 
these circumstances, O king, battle excepted, wh^t dost thou 
desire V* A man is the slave of wealth, ^\\t Wealth is no 
one’s slave. This is true, O king ! Bound I have been with 
wealth by the Kauravas O nephew, i? is for this that I am 
speaking to thee like a eunuch, — I will ai^omplibii the desire 
thou mayst cherish / Battle excepted, what dost thou wish t — 
‘Yudhishthira said, — Think, O king, daily of what is for 
my great good. Fight, according to thy pleasure, for the 
8ake^>f the foe ! This is the boon that I solicit — 

' “ ‘Galya said, — Under these circumstances," say, OT best 

Pardn is explained by Nilakautha as “superior,” Miputk 
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^ kingft what aid shall I render thee ? I shall, of course* 
%ht for the sake of (thy) eneiOyt for 1 have been mfkde onn 
of their i>arty by the Kauravaa with their wealt|| i — 

” 'Yudhishthira said, — Even that is my boon, O €kdy% 
which was solicited by me during the preparations (for the 
figbtX the energy of the StUa*a son (Karna) should be weafe^ 
ened by thee in battle ! — 

" ‘Galya said, — ^Thia thy wish, O Yudbishthira, shall be 
acooikiplished, O son of Kunti ! Oo, fight according to thy 
pleasuri. I shall look after thy victor^ ! — 

‘Sanjayn continued, — 'Having obtained the permission of 
his maternal uncle the ruler of the Madras, the son of Kunti, 
anrroonded by his brothers, came out of that vast army»** 
Yasudeva then went to Radha’s son on the field of battle* 
And the elder brother of Gada, for the sake of the Phndavas, 
^en said to Kama,** — It hath been heard by me, O Kama, 
that from hatred of thou wilt not fight. Como to our 

side, O son of Radha, and ^stay with us) as long as Bhishma 
is not slain.*^ After Bhishma is slain, O sou of Radha, thou 
mayst then again* engage iu battle on Diiryodhanas side, if 
tfaou has£ no pilTerence for any of the parties ! — ** 

“ ‘KAma said, — I vrill not dg^anything that is disagreeablo 
to^Dhritarashtras son, O Ke^ava ! Devoted to Duryodhana’s 
good, know tbit I have cast off my life (fof him) :•* — Hearing 
these (of Kama), Krishna ceased, O Bhkrata, and 

reunited himself with the sons of Pandu headed by Yudhish- 
thira,*^ Then amid all the warriors, the eldest son of Pandu, 
loudly exclasmed^— He who will choose us, him wc shall ohooso 
for onr ally !** — (^ting his eyes then upon them, Yuyntsu 
«aid them words, with a cheerful heart, unto Kunli’s soo kiog 

Yadhuhthisa the just,** — I will fight under thee in bisttle, 



^ Vritami m the reading of the Bengal texts, better than Vaddhomi 
of the Bombay edition, and bhritosmi of the Burdwan text. Caiya was 


not bound to the Kauravaa like Bhishma or Drona or Kripa by pejusiont^^ 
but, gratified by the reception granted to him by Duryodliana in secret, 
he generously agreed to i^id the latter even against his own sistePs sons 
their st^4n^diers.^T. 
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fbr the sake of you all, with the sons of Dhiatariditn^ if, 
O king, thou wilt accept me, O eiuless one — • 

^^^udhishthlra said, — Come, come, all of us will fight 
with thy foolish brothers ! O Yuyutsu, both Yksucieva and 
we all say to thee** — / accept thee, 0 thou of mighty 
fight for my cause ! On thee rests, it seems, the thread of 
Phritar&shtra’s line as also his funeral cake I** O prinqp, 0 
thou of great splendouf, accept us that accept the^! The 
wrathful Duryodhana of wicked understanding will cease 
to live r — •• 

*‘Sanjaya continued, — *Yuyiitsu then, abandoning the Ku- 
ITUS thy sons, went over to the army of the Paudavas, with beat 
of drums and cymbals.** Tneu king Yudhishthira of mighty 
arms, filled with joy, again put on his shining ^oat of mail of 
golden effulgence.** And those bulls among men then mounted 
their respective cars. And they countei^-arrayed their troops 
in battle-array as before.** And they caused drums and cym» 
bals in many hundreds to be sounded. And those bulls among 
men also set up diverse leonine roara**^ And J)eholding those 
tigers among men, viz, the sons of Paudu, on their q^, the 
kings (on their side) with Dhrishtadyiimna and others, cnee 
more set up shouts^of joy.*® And beholding tjie nobility of 
the sons of Pandu who had paid due honor to thos^that^ were 
deserving of honor, all the kings there present applauded them 
highly.** And the monarebs talked with one another about the 
friendship, the compassion, and the kindness to kiusmeD, (Us** 
played at the proper season by those high-soufed personages.*®^ 
B36cMent, ^Excellent , — were the deiightfi^l words everywhere 
bruited about, coupled with eulogistic hymns about those* 
fiimous men. And in consequence of this, the mkids and 
hearts of every one there were attracted towards them.*®* And 
the Mlecchaa and tho Aryas there who witnessed or heard of 
that behaviour of the sons of Paudu, all wept with choked 
voic^ea*®* And those warriors then, endued with great energy, 
caused large drums and Pushkaras by hundreds upon hun- 

- ■■■ — - 

For Puskdtdn the Bombay text reads Pushkardn^ wrh^|h means a' 
Juad (d dram^T. 
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dreds to b« sounded and also blew their concha all whith at 
the milk K>f cows.’ "'•* 


Section XLIV. 

*'Dhiitarashtra said, — ‘When the divisions of both my side 
ftndjbhe foe were thus arrayed, who struck first, the Kurus or 
the Pafidavas 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing those words of his (elder) brother, 
thy sou Dus^a^na advanced with his troops, with Bhishma 
at their head.* And the Pandavas also advanced with cheer- 
* ful hearts, desiring battle with Bhishma, having Bhimasena at 
their head.* Then leonine shouts, and clamorous uproars, 
and the noise of Krakackus, the blai*c of cow-horns, and the 
sound of drums and cymbals and tabors, arose in both armiea 
And the warriors of Che foe riL^hcd against us, and we also 
(rushed) against them withtoiid shouts. And the uproar (caused 
by this rush) was deafening.** The vast hosts of the Pandavas 
and the «Dhart^rashtras, in that awfully murderous encounter, 
shook ip consequence of that uproar of coiichs and cymbals, 
like forests shaken by the wind.'f'* And^ the din made by 
those hosts teaming with kings, elephant^, and steeds, rush- 
ing against one another in that evil hour, was as loud as that 
of oceans agitated by the tempest.’’ And when that din, loud 
and causing the hair to stand on end, arose, the mighty- 
armed Bhioasena began to roar like a bull.* And those roars 
of Bhimasena rose above the clamour of conchs and drums, 
the grunts of elephputs, and the leonine shouts of the com*p 
*t)ataiits.* Indeed, the shouts of Bhimasena transcended the 
noise mude by the^Vheusauds of chargers neighing in (both) 
the armiea*^ And hearing those shouts of Bhimasena who was 
roaring like the clouds, shouts that resembled the report of 
Cakras thunder, thy warriors were filled with fear.** And 
tbo^ roars of the hero, the steeds and elephants all ejected 

uripe and excreta like other animals at the roar of the lioA*^ 
— ■ ' . - .. 

For rdmn in the Bengal texts, in the first line of the 6th Terser 
the Bombay text reads h^dsan which 1 adopt. — T. 

t Mahd ifxmucQhraye is explained by NIakanthx as Mvhd9(mprahdr% 
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AEd roaring like a deep mans of eloude, and assuming an awful 
iornoii that hero frightened thy sons and fell upoiv them«*** 
Thereupon the brothers, viz, thy sons Duryedhana, and Dur* 
mukha, and Dussaha, and that mighty car*warrior Qits^isana^ 
and Durmarshana, O king, and Vivingqati, and Chitrasena^ 
and the great car- warrior Vikaroa, and also Purumitra,*aBd 
JTaya, and Bhoja, and the valorous son of Somadatta^ shaking 
their splendid bows like masses of clouds exhibiting the fight- 
ming*8 flashes, and taking out (of their quivers) long arrows 
resembling snakes that have just cast off their sloughs, sur- 
rounded that mighty bowman rushing (towards themselves), 
covering him with flights of arrows like the clouds shrouding, 
the suD.'^^^ And the (five) sons of Draupadi, and the mighty 
oar-warrior Saubhadra,f and Nakula, and Sahadeva, and 
Dhrishtadyumna of Prishata's race,^' rushed against (those) 
Dhirtarashtras, tearing them with whetted shafts like summits 
of mountains with the impetuous^ bolts of heaven.** And in 
that first encounter characterised by the awful twang of bow- 
strings and their flapping against the leathern fenceg (of the 
warriors)4 no combatant, either cm thy side of that of the foe, 
turned back.*^ And, O bull of Bharata’s race, I beheld t^e 
lightness of hand of the disciples of Drona (in particular), who, 
shooting innumerable arrows, O king, always succeeded in 
bitting the mark.§** And the twang of souuding^bowslrings 
ceased not for a moment, and the blazing arrows shot through 
(the air) like meteors (falling) from the flrman|pDt.** Aud 
all the other kings, O BhErata, stood like (9i\entf spectators 
witnesinng that interesting and awful encounter of kins- 
men.1f** And then those mighty car-warriors, with wrath 
egeited aud remembering the injuries sAstaineef at one an- 
etber's hands, strove in battle, O king, challenging one 


e Literally, Showing himaelf in an awful form.” — T. 
f ^bhadrS’s son Abhiroanyu. — T. 

1 These fences were made of iguana skins and deed the haada of 
th# bowmen up to a few inches of the elbow-joint. — T. 

JSfimii^ te explained by Niiak^ntha me the tiark &r object aimed at. 
l>roita waa the preceptor in arms of almost all the BhenytA 
T literally, sightly.— T, ■ 

£*20 V 



154 


MAHABHARAU, 


anotber.*^ ^ And the two armies of the Karas aad the Ploda^ 
vas, tecmjng with elephants^ steeds^ and cars, looked exceed*, 
ingly beautiful on the field of battle like paznted i%UTea on a 
canvas.**^ AqkI then the (other) kings all took ap their bowa» 
And the Sun hiimelf was shrotKled by the dost raised by the 
€H>mhatant8,*** And they fell upon one another, at the heada 
of their (respective) troops, at the command of thy son. And 
the ^ottd uproar made by the elephants and the chargers of 
those kings rushing to the combat,*’ mingled with the leonine 
shouts of the combatants and the din made by the blare of 
conchs and the sound of drums. And the uproar of that oeeaa 
having arn>\vs for its crocodiles, bows for its snakes, swords for 
its tortoises,** and the forward leaps of the warriors for its 
tempest, resembled the din made by the (actual) ocan when 
agitated. And kings in thousands, cotiimaiided by Yudhish* 
thira,** with their (Aispective) troops fell upon the ranks of 
thy son. And tlve encouijter between the combatants of the 

two hosts was fierce in the extreme.**^ And no difference coald 

< 

be perceived between the combatants of our side or that of 
the foe, while battling, or retreating in broken array, or rally* 
it 4 g again to the Bghi.** In that terrific and awful battle, thy 
£^thcr (Bhishiua) shone, transcending that countless bost.^’ ’*** 


Section XLV. 

^ *‘Sanjay^ said, — *On the forenoon of that awful day, O 
king, the terribb battle that mangled the bodies of (so many) 
kings commenced.* And the loud shouts, resembling leonine 
roars, of the Kurus and the Srinjayas, both desirous of victory 
in battle, tirade bdth the welkin and the earth resonnd there* 
with.* And a tumultous uproar was beard mingled with 
the flaps of leathern fences and the blare of concha And 
many were the leonine roars that arose there of men shonting 

The second line of the SOth verse is, in the Bombay edifioo^ 
made the aecoadline of the 28th vc^e following. — T. ^ 

t The l^lpalialf of the 87th, the 28tb, and the first half of the 29th 
T«rses are mating in the Bombay text. — 
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•gainst one another.* And, O bull of* Bbarata’s race, the souikI 
of lM>wstrings stretched by <hand8 eased in) fenAseeT, the heavy 
tread of infantry, the farious neigh of chargers, the* faUing ^ 
sticks and iron hooks (on the heacls of elephants), the clash 
^'of weapons, the jingle of bells of elephants rushing against 
one another,* and the clatter of cars resembling the roar of 
elottds, mingled together, produced a loud uproar making one’s 
hair stand on end.* And all the Kuru warriors, reckless of 
their very lives and with cruel kitentions, rushed, wk2l stand- 
ards upraised, against the Paudavas.* And CAiitanus son 
himself, taking up a terrible bow that resembled the rod of 
Death, rushed, O king, on the field of battle, against Dhan- 
anjaya.* And Arjusa also, endued with great energy, taking 
•p the bow Gdndiva celebrated over all the world, rushed, on 
the field of battle, against Gangas son.* A*ik 1 b<»th those 
tigers among the Kurus became desirous of slaying each other. 
The mighty son of Gangs, however, piercing in battle the 
sen of Pritfak, could not make him ^aver.*^ And so, O king, 
the son of Pindu also could not make Bhkhma waver in 
battle. And the mighty bowinaij Satyaki jmsbed * against 
Kritavarman.^* And the battle between these two waff fierce 
in the extreme and vnade the hair (of onlookers) stand on 
end. And SatyakU afflicted Kritavannan, and Kritavar- 
man afflicted Satyaki, with loud shouts, and each Weakened 
the other. And pierced all over with arrows those mighty 
warriors shone **“'* like two blossoming Kin^ukas in spring 
•domed with flowers. And the mighr.y bown^an Abhimanj’u 
battled with Vrihadvala.** Soon, however, in that encounter, 
O king, the ruler of Ko^ala cut off the sftindard and over- 
threw the charioteer of Subhadra's son.‘* l^ie son of Subha- 
drfi then, upon the overthrow of his charioteer, was filled with 
wrath, and pierced Vrihadvala, O king, with nine shafts.** 
And with a couple of sharp arrows, that grinder of foes also 
cut off fVrihadvala’s) standard, and with one ^more) cut off 
one of the protectors of his car-wheels and with the other 
bis &arioteer.*^ And those chastisers of |bes continued *to 

» ^ - ■ - — 

* Witli two BhaUa* Abhimanyu cut off his adversary’s Ittandard ; 


m 


MknxmAKkt^ 


{Blunauial 

weaken each other with aharp anowa. And Fhimaimn#^. 
etra^gled hi iiiattle with thy eon Daryodhana, that 
xar*wwTi^, proud and infla^, who had injured (the totts 
l%ndu). Both of those foremost (princes) among the 'Kwtmt 
are tigefe among men and mighty oar-warriors.^^’ And ttsey ^ 
ooviered each other, on the field of battle, with their arrowy 
showers. And beholding those high-sou led and aocompUsbed 
warriors conversant with all modes of warfare,” all creatores 
were filled with amazement, O Bhfirata. And Dus^fisana, rush* 
ing against that mighty car-warrior Nakula,” pierced him 
with many sharp arrows capable of penetrating into the very 
vitals. The son of Mkdri then, laughing the while, cut ofl^ 
with sharp arrows (of bis), his adversary's standard and bow* 
And then he struck him with five and twenty small-headed 
arrows Tliy son, however, then, who can with difficulty 
be vanquished, slew in that fierce encounter the steeds of 
Nakula and cut off* bis standard.” And Durmukha rushing 
against the mighty Sahadtva battling in that terrific encoun- 
ter, pierced him with a shower of arrowa” The heroio Saha- 
deva then, in hat fearful battle, overthrew Durmukha's chari- 
oteer with an arrow of great sharpness.” Both of them, irro- 
)>ressible in fight, approaching each other in combat, and each 
attacking the other and desirous of w,%rding off the other's 
atU^k, began to strike terror into each other with terrible 
riiafts.” And king Yudhishthira himself encountered the 
ruler of the Madras. The chief of the Madras then/ in his 
^ery sighjt, cut off in twain Yudbishthira's bow.” Thereupon 
the son of Kunti, throwing aside that broken bow, took up 
another that was stronger and capable of imparting a greater 
velocity ” The }(ing then, with straight arrows, covered the 
ruler of the Madras, and in great wrath said, — Wait, Wait^ 
And Dhrishtadyumna, O Bharaia, rushed against Drona. And 
Drona, then, in great wrath, cut off in that encounter the 
hard bow of the bigh-souled prince of Panchkla that waa 

with one, one of the protectors of his car- wheel s ; and with another, 
his charioteer^ 4 Thuf Niiakantha. A Pdrshni is altogether a different 
person from a Sdrathi. Hence *rlilakaiitha is asauredlj right. ITie 
BiirdwaiifFutidits hsve misunderstood the verse.— T. 
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Mpttble of always taking the lives of foes. And at the sssne 
time he diet in ^at conflict a terrible arrow that was like a 
•^eotsil rod of Death. And the arrow shot penetrated 
body ot the prince. Taking up then another bow and fourteen 
arrows,*^*** the son of Drupada pierced Drona in thaff.enocun*' 
tear. And enfi^ed with each other, they battled on fieice(jr.^ 
And the impetuous Cankha encountered Sbmadatta's sotT who 
was equally impetuous in battle and addressed him, O king, 
saying,— IToif, TTait.** . And that hero then pierced his (ad- 
▼ersaryjs) right arm in that combat. And thereupon the son of 
Somadatta struck Cankha on the shoulders.** And the battle 
that ensued between those two proud heroes, O king, soon 
became as terrible as a combat between the gods and the 
Ddnavas*^ And that mighty car* warrior Dhrishtakctu of 
immeasurable soul, with wrath excited, rushed in battle, O 
king, against Valhika the very embediment of wrath.** 
Vklhika then, O king, setting up a leoniile roar, weakened the 
wrathful Dhrishtakctu with innumerable arrows.** The king 
of tho Chedis, however, exceedingly provoked) quickly pierced 
Vklhika in that encounter with nine arrows. JLike ah infuri- 
ate elephant against an infuriate elephant,*^ in that combat 
they roared against each other repeatedly, both exceedingly 
enraged. And th^ encountered each other with great 
wrath and looked like the planets Angdraka and 
And Ghatotkacha of cruel deeds encountered the Rdkshasa 
Alamvusha of cruel deeds like Cakra (encountering) Vala in 
battle.** And Ghatotkacha, O Bharata, pierced i0|kat infuri- 
ate and powerful Rdkahasa with ninety keeif-edged shafts.** 
And Alamvusha also in that combat pierced the mighty son 
of Bhimasena in many places with straight^ arrows^ (of bis).** 
And mangled with arrows they shone in that encounter like 
the mighty Cakra and the powerful Vala in the combat (of 
okl) between the celestials and the Asurc^.f** The powerful 
Cikbandin, O king, rushed against Drona’s son. A^wattbk^ 

man, however, deeply piercing the angry CikHandin stationed 

— — — ,, 

* ^ngdraJkaim the planet Mars, |nd Vudka lE^Veniis. — T. 
t The second line of the 45th verse is not in the Bengal tpia-r-T. 



1^3 


ltAHABHABi^A« 


{BbisbimS^ 

(before him) with a keen-edged shaft, oattsed him to trem* 
ble.*^ Gikhandin also, O king, smote Drona's son with m 
sharp whetted shaft of excellent temper.^* And they conti* 
nued in that encounter to strike each other with various kinds 
of arrowd' And against the heroic Bhagadatta in battle, Tirita 
tfae^commander of a large division,** rushed impetuously, O 
king, and then commenced (their) combat. Yirkta, exceed* 
ingly provoked, poured on Bhagadatta an arrowy shower like, 
O Bblrata, the clouds showering ^iii on the mountain 
breast. But Bhagadatta, that lord of the earth, speedily cn« 
veloped Virhta in that encounter (with arrows) like the clouds 
enveloping the risen sun. Kripa the son of Caradwat rushed 
against Vrihadkshatra the ruler of the Kaikeyas.^*^* And 
Kripa, O Bharata, enveloped him with a shower of arrows. 
Vrihadkshatra also shrouded the infuriate son of Gautama with 
an arrowy downpour.*^ And those warriors then, having slain 
each other’s steeds and cut off each other s bows, were both 
deprived of their cars. Aftd exceedingly enraged, they then 
approached each< other for fighting with their swords.** And 
the combat which then took place between them was terrible 
in aspect and unparalleled. That chastiser of foes, king Dru- 
pada then, in great wrath, rushed against Ja^^adratha the 
ruler of the Sindhus, cheerfully waiting (for battle). The 
ruler^of tl\? Sindhus pierced Drupada in that combat with 
three shafts, and Drupada pierced him in return. And the 
battle that took place between them was terrible and 
fierce,**^* jAnd productive of satisfaction in the hearts of all 
the spectators, 4lnd resembling a conflict between the planets 
puJera and and Angaraka. And Vikarna, son to thee, with 
fleet steeds, rushed against the mighty Sutasoma, and the 
combat between them commenced. Vikarna, however, al- 
though he pierced Sutasoma with many arrows, failed to 
make him waver.*^*** Neither could Sutasoma make Vikar- 
na waver. And that appeared wonderful (to all). And against 


1 take the 46th as consisting of three lines in order to make* the 
succeeding numWrs of the verses cerreapond with those of the Bengal 
texts.— T. 
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Sufarman, that mighty oar-warrior and tiger aroeng^men, viz, 
ChekitAna** of great prowess, rushed in exceeding if rath lor 
the sake of the Pandavas. And Siigarman also, t) great king^ 
in that encounter checked the advance of that mighty car* 
warrior Ohckitana with a plentiful shower of arrows. And 
Chekit&na also, greatly provoked, showered on Sucarinan, in 
that terrible conflicb, a shower of arrows like a mighty mass 
of clouds showering rain^ ou the mountain breast.*®^^ And 
Gakuni, endued with great prowess, rushed, O king, against 
Prativindbya of great prowess, like a lion against an infuriate 
elephant.*^ Thereupon the son of Yiidhishtliira, in exceeding 
wrath, mangled Suvalas son in that combat, with sharp 
arrows, like M^ighavat (mangling) a DdnuiHi*^^ And Cakuni 
also, in that fierce conflict, pierced Prativindhya in return 
and mangled that warrior of great intelligence with straight 
arrows.** And Crutakaruian rushed in battle, O great king, 
against that mighty car- warrior SmJakshina of great prowess, 
the ruler of the Kamvojas.** Siidakshina, however, O great 
king, piercing that mighty car-warrior, viz, the^son of 8aha-> 
deva, failed to make him waver, (for he stood) like the Mai- 
naka moiintaiu (against the assaults of ludra).*® Thereuporf 
Crutakarman, exceedingly provoked, weakened .that mighty 
car- warrior of the Kamvojas with innumerable arjrows ^and 
mangled him iu every part of his body.*^ And Ira\au that 
chastiser of foes, in great wrath and exerting carefully, 
rushed in battle against the wrathful Crutayush.** The power- 
ful son of Arjuua, that mighty car- warrior, theh slaying the 
steeds of his adversary, set up a loud roar, i^nd thereupon, O 
king, all the warriors (who saw the feat) praised him greatly.” 
Aud Crutayush also, exceedingly provoked, slew in that con- 
flict the steeds of Falguna’s son with a powerful mace, and 
the battle between them continued/® And Vinda and Anu- 
viuda the two princes of Avanti approached in battle that 
mighty dhr-warrior the heroic Kuntibhoja at thtf head of his 
troops accompanied by his son/' And wonderful was tke 

— Si — : 

jfrativindhya was YiidbiBhthira's son by Draupadi. ‘Ma/j^havat is 
Indra the chief uf the celestials.— T. 

• r • 
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prowess we beheld of those two princes on that 0000010% 
they fought on very coolly though battling with a largo body 
of troops.^* *Aud Anuvinda hurled a mace at Ktintibhojak but 
Kuntibboja quickly covered him with a shower of arrows** 
And the son of Kuntibhoja pierced Vinda with many anows» 
and the latter also pierced him in return. And the combat 
(between them) looked very wonderful.’^ And the Kekaya 
brothee^, O sire, at the head of their troops, encountered in 
battle the five Gindhara princes with their troops.^* And 
thy son Viravihu battled with that best of car-warriors Uttara 
^ the son of Virata and pierced him with nine arrows.^* And 
IJttara also pierced that hero with sharp^edged arrows. And 
the ruler of the Chedis, O king, rushed in battle against Uluka.^ 
And he pierced Uluka with a shower of arrows, and Uluka 
also pierced him with sharp arrows furnished .with excellent 
wings.** And the combat that took place between them, O 
king, was fierce in the extreme, for unable to vanquish each 
other, they mangled each other terribly.** And thus in that 
general engagement thousands of single combats took place 
between cars, elephants, horsemen, and foot-soldiers, of their 
aide and thine.** For a short while only that engagement 
offered a beautiful sight. Soon, however, O king, it became 
furious and nothing could be discovered.** In the battle 
(that ensued), elephants rushed against elephants, car-warriors 
against car-warriors, steed against steed, and foot-soldier 
against foot-soldier.** The conflict then became confused and 
fierce in the extreme, of heroes rushing against each other in 
tbe melee.** Anjl the celestial Itishia, and Siddha§t and 
ChSranas, that were present there, beheld that terrific battle 
to reseml^le the 'combat of the gods and tbe Aauras*^^ Ajid 
elephants in thousands, and cars also in thousands, and vast 
' bodies of horse, and vast bodies of infantry, O sire, seemed to 
alter their character.*** And, O tiger among men, it was seen 


« ♦ The word need in the original ie VvparUam^ lit. eontrSryt The 
eente eeeme to' be tkkt car-men fqpght on loot, cavalry eoldieri on ele- 
phants, wirri«>re on elephante, from boree^back, Ac, The vsry cbil*- 
acter of ^he loreet waa altered. — T. 
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tjiiat cara and elephants and steeds and infantry fought witti 
<»aeh other repeatedly on the same places/ 


Section XLVI, 

*‘Sanjaya said, — ‘O kiii^, I will now describe to thee %0 
combats of hundreds and thousands of foot’Soldier^, O Bbarata, 
in utter forgetfulness of all considerations due to ^thers/ 
Tnere the sou recognised not the sire, the sire (recognised not) 
the son of his loins ; the brother (recognised not) the brother, 
the sister's sou (recognised not) the maternal uncle.* The 
maternal uncle (recognised not) the sister's son, the friend 
not the friend. The Pandavas and the Kurus fought as if they 
were possessed by demons.* Some tigers ainon^ men, falling, 
with cars, upon divisions of cars, crushed, O bull of Bharata'a 
race, the yokes of cars into pieces.^ And th»f shafts of cars broke 
clashing against shafts, and the spikes of car<yokes againsti 
spikes of car-yokes. And some (warriors) united together en- 
countered others that were united together, all desirous of 
taking one another's life.* And soun^ ears, obstifieted by cars, 
were unable to move. And huge-bodied elephants witt rent^ 
temples, falling upouliuge elephants,* angrily tore one another 
in many places with •their tusks. Others, O king, encounter- 
ing impetuous and huge ones of their species widi urdhed 
edihees and standards (on their backs) and trained to the fight, 
struck with their tusks, shrieked in great agony, Lhsciplined 
by training, and urged on by pikes and hooks, *^lepife.nts uoti 
in rut rusned straight against those tnat were in rut.J® And 


f 1. though repulsed, these ii'o<|uenLly ralliedf and occupied tba 
same ground as before. — T. 

t The last half of the 7c)i, with the 8tlj, foriiiH one sentence. It is 
certainly pleonastic. Itanavaranuii of tlie Bengal texts is preferable 
to the Bombay reading Farotvlranutj;. loranas aie the wooden editicea 
placed oti^he bocks of elephants for the piotectioii and •co|uiort of tbe 
riders^ These are called in India Udwad&s. — T. 

X Many of the Bengal texts read Avinitds. Th% correct reading, am 
in the ISonibay text, is Abhinitds. ^fprabkinna is, literajly, “unrent,** 
t. e, with the temporal juice not trickling down. This juice 

t*21 *J 
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some huge elephants, eiicx>mitering compeers tii rut, may 
Tittering cries like those of cranes, in all direetions.^ Aa<l 
many huge elephants, welUtraincd, and with juice trickling 
•down from rent temples and mouth, mangled with sword^ 
lances, and arrows,** and pierced in their vital parts, shriekodl 
aload and falling down expired. And some, uttering frightful 
cries, ran in all directions.** The foot-soldicrs that protected 
the ble^hants, endued with broad chests, and capable of amit’* 
ing effectually, with wrath excited, and armed with pikes, and 
bows, and bright battle-axes, and ivith maces, and clubs, and 
short arrows, and lances, and with shafts, and stout bludgeouf 

. mounted with iron spikes, and swords, well grasped, of the 
brightest polish, ran hither and thither, O king, and seemed 
resolved to take one another’s life.*®*** And the sabres of 
brave combatants rushing against one xuiothcr, steeped in 
human blood, seemed to shine brightly.** And the whiz of 
swords whirled and made to descend by heroic arms and faiiiug 
upon the vital parts (of the bodice) of foes, became very 
ioud,*’ ^ And th'o heart-rending wails of combatants in 
tudinous host^ crushed whh maces and elubti, and cut off 
with well-tempered swords, and pierced with the tusks of ele- 
phants, and grinded by tuskers, calling u^wii one another, 
were beard, O Bharata, to resemble the wails of those that 
are 0oom6d to hell.**'** And horsemen, on chargers of ex- 
ceeding speed and furnished with outstretched tails resembling 
(the plumes of) swans, rushed against one another.** And 
hurled by th^m, long bearded darts adorned with pure gold, 
fleet, and polished, and sharp-pointed, fell like snakes.**** 
And some heroic liorsemeu, on coursers of great speed, leaping 
high, cut off the heads of car- warriors from their cars.*f"** 
And (here and there) a car-warrior, getting bodies of cavaliy 


from several parts of the elephant’s body when the season of mteoaiM. 
To avoid a cumUrous periphrasis, which again would be aniUtaUlgihle 
to the £iitro[>ean reader, I have given the sense only.-^T. 

^ Fo^ thecBeo|;^al reading MahaprS^jika the Bombay text read# 
Mahdprdsd^. — T, 

i lidtfiat Imd not MatMn is the reading that I adopt.--T» 
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j^iihin shooting distanee, slew many with straight shafts fur* 
nished with broad heads.*^ And many infuriate elephants* 
adorned with trappings of gold, and looking like newly-risen; 
elouds* throwing down steeds, crushed them with tiieir own 
lega*^ And some elephants, struck on their frontal globes and 
flanks, and mangled by moans of lances, shrieked aloud in great 
agony.*” And many huge elephants, in the bewildering.con- 
fusion of the melee, crushing steeds with their riders, threw 
them down.** And some elephants, over-throwing with the 
points of their tusks steeds with their riders, wandered, crush- 
ing cars with their standards.*^ And some huge male ele- 
phants, from excess of energy and with the temporal juice 
gushing down in largo quantities, slew steeds along with their 
riders by means of their trunks and legs.®*. Fleet arrows, 
polished, and sharp-pointed, and resembling snakes, fell upon 
the heads, the temples, the Hanks, the limbs of ele- 

phauts.'f** And polished javelins of terrible mien, and look- 
ing like large meteoric Hashes, hurled by ticroic arms, fell 
bithcr and thither, O king, piercing through the bodios of men 
and horses, and cutting through coats of inail.^*® Aiiji many 
taking out their pejished sabres from sheaths made of the 
skins of leopards and tigers, slew the combataujs opposed to 
them in battle.*^ And many warriors, though ^themselves 
attacked and had the flanks of their bodies cut open, yet 
angrily fell upon (their foes) with swords and shields and 
battle-axes.** And some elephants dragging down and over- 
throwing cars with their steeds by itioans *t>f their trunks, 
began to wander in all directions, guided 1^ the cries of those 
behind them.®* And hither and thither, some pierced by 
javelins, and some cut asunder by battle-axes, and some 

* Many of the Bengal texts read Sucidrtmds as the last word of the 
jflrstlineof the 25th verse. It is evidently unmeaning. The Bombay 
readiiifpia c/ia VdrantZs, — T. 

a 

i Vdrandn: the aciisative form is used, sa,ys Nilakautha, for the 
|;enetive ; d^u^ds, lit., quickly goi^g, is used kere jfa a substantive, 
meaning arrows. — T. 

J 1 take tlw 30tl» verse ai’iconsistiug of three lines,-— T. 
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crushed bj elephants, and others trod down by hcmest*^ 
some cut*by car-whcels, and some by axes, loudly called upon . 
their kinsmen, O king And some called upon their sons» 
and sonv! upon their sires, and ^ some upon brothers and 
kinsmen. And some called upon their maternal uncles, and 
some upon their sisters’ sons. And some called upon others, 
on t]ie field of battle.®* And a very large number of com- 
batant^ O Bharata, lost their vronpnns, or had their thighs 
broken. And others with arms tom otf. or sides pierced or 
cut open, were seen to wail aloud, from desire of life.®^ And 
some, endued with little strength, tortured by thirst, O king, 

* and lying on the field of battle on the bare groiuKl, asked fewr 
water®* And some, weltering in pools of blood and excessively 
weakened, O Bbarata, greatly censured themselves andT thy 
sons assembled together (for battle).** And others there were, 
brave Kshatriyas, wLo having injured one another, did not 
abandon their weapons or set np any wails, O sire On 
the other band, lying in those places where they lay, they 
roared with jovful hearts, and biting from wrath with their 
teeth tbeir own lips,** Iot>kcHl at one another with faces ren- 
dered fierce in consequence of the contraction of their eye- 
brows. And qthers endued wdth great strength and tenacity 
ill great pjjiu* afibered by arrows and smarting under their 
wounds,** remained perfectly’’ silent. And other heroic car- 
warriors, deprived, in the encounter, of their own cars and 
thrown <lown and wounded by huge edep Hants, asked to be 
taken up on tW cars of others. And many, O king, looked 
beautiful (in theit wounds) like blossoming Kin^itkaa,**^ 
And in all the divisions were heard terrific cries, countless in 
number. And in that awful combat destructive of heroes, 
the sire slew the son, the son slew the sire, the sister's son slew 
the maternal uncle, the niiTernai uncle slew the sister's son,** 
friend slew friend, and relatives slow kinsmen. Even thu^ 
the ^slaughter took place in that encounter of the Kui^is with 
the Panda\ as.*^ And in that frightful and terrible battle in 
which no consideration was shown (by anybody for aoy body^; 
the divisions 'of the P&iidavas, approaching Bhishma, beg^n to 
wmver.** And, O bull of Bharata^ race, the ,niighty-iMrmedr 
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Kliftlima, O kinj;, with his standard which was n\fid^ of silver 
mad graced with (the device of) the palmyra with five starsi 
set up on his great car, shone like the lunar oVb under the 
peak of Meru; 


Section XLVIL 

**Sanjaya said, — 'After the great part of the forenoon\)f that 
awful day had worn out, in that terrific engagement, O king, 
that was (so) destructive of foremost of men,*‘ Diirmukha, and 
Kritavarman, and Kripa, and Calya, and Vivin^ati, urged 
by thy son, approached Bhishma and began to protect him.* 
And protected by those five mighty car- warriors, O bull of 
Bharata's race, that great car-warrior penetrated the Pandas 
dava host.^ And the palmyra standard of Bhishma was seen to 
glide continually, O Bharata, through tho* Chedis, the KS^ia, 
the Rarushas, and the Panchalas.^ And that hero, with broad- 
headed shafts of great swiftness which were , again perfectly 
straight, cut off the heads (of foes) aud their cars wivh yokes 
and standards.* And, O bull of* Bharata’s race, B,hishma 
seemed to dance on l\is car as it coursed along its track. And 
some elephants, struck (by him) in their vital i>arts, shrieked 
in agony.* Then AChiinanyu in great wrath, stationed on his 
car unto which were yoked excellent steeds of a tawny ^hue, 
rushed towards Bhishma's car.'' And with his standard adorn- 
ed with pure gold and resembling a KarnikdiWL tree, he 
approached Bhishma and those (five) foi^most*sf car- warriors.* 
And striking with a keen-edged shaft standard of the 
palmyra-bannered (warrior), that hero engaged in battle with 
Bhishma and those other car-warriors that protected him.^* 
Piercing Kritavarman with one arrow, aud Calya with five, 
be weakened his great-grandsiro with nine arrows.*** Aud 
with one arrow well shot from his bow drawn to its fullest 


Bengal reading narvarakshaye seems to be better than 
viroAaAaye of the Bombay text. — T. ^ 

t is lit. palmyra-bauuered. Without using sUch compouadSp 

iUe brevity of Uie semtcncei cjiuuot be maiulalned,— T. 
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strotch, h6 cut off (his adversary’s) standasrd adorned iviib 
pure goTB.“ And with one broad-headed shaft capable pt 
Jienetratiug every cover, which was perfectly straight, he euft 
off fronifbis body the head of Duamukha’s charioteer,’* And 
with another keen-edged arrow he cut in twain the gold- 
decked bow of Kripa, And them also, with many sharp point* 
cd .shafts,** that mighty car-warrior smote in great wrath, 
seeming to dance (the while). And beholding his lightness of 
hand, the very gods were gratified.** And in consequence of 
Abhimanyu 8 surcncs of aim, all the car-warriors headed bj 
Bhishma regarded him to be possessed of the capacity of 
Dhananjaya himself,*** And his bow, emitting a twang like 
that of Gdiidiva, while streched and rc-strotched, seemed to 
revolve like a circle of fire.-f-** Bhishma then, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, rushing on him impetiioiifcly, speedily pierced the 
non of Arjuiia in that combat with nine arrows.*^ And he also, 
with three broad-headed ♦ hafts, cut off the standard of that 
warrior of great energy. Of rigid vows, Bhishma also struck 
his (adversary’js) charioteer.*® And Kritavarman, and Kripa, 
And Calya also, O sire, piercing Arjuna’s son, all failed to make 
kirn waver, for ho stood firm like the M.aiuaka mountain.** 
And the heroic son of Arjuna, though surrounded by those 
mighty car- warriors of the Dbartarashtra army, still showered 
€m tliosc five car-warriors arrowy down-pours.*® And bafliiog 
their mighty weapons by his arrowy showers, and pouring on 
Bhishma his shafts, the powerful sou of Arjuna set up a loud 
shout.** And ’struggling iu the battle thus, and afflicting 
Bhishma with (bjs) arrows, the strength wc saw of his arras 
then was very great.** But though endued with such prowess. 
Biiishma also shot his arrows at him. But he cut off in tbtit 
combat the arrows shot from Bhishma’s bow ** And then that 
heroic warrior of arrows that were never lost, cut off with nine 
nnowB, in that combat, the standard of Bhishma, And ai 

• KHrshni ia Krishna*$ or Arjuna’a aon Abhimanyu. Arjuqa waa 
Bomeiimea callei Kri/thna. — T. 

+ L'Xyhavanu^tgwtjfa is a misreading for L^ghammdrgculhailt ; then 
again ohapl tatiiieorrect, the correct readiug being cJwpam aa in the 

Bombay tex^^T, 
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that feat the people there set up a loud shout*^ Decked with, 
jewels and made of silver, that tail standard bearing the device 
of the palmyra, cut off, O Bharata, by the shafts of Sdbhadra'a 
s6n, foil down on the cartb.^^ And beholding, O bull of 
Bharata’s race, that standard falling in consequence of the 
shafts of Subhadra’s son, the proud Bhima set up a loud shout 
for cheering the sou of Subhadra,^^ Then in fierce combat, 
the mighty Bhishma caused many celestial weapons of great 
efficacy to appear.®^ An^ the great grandsire of immeasurable 
soul then covered Subhadra’s sou with thousands of arrows.*^ 


And at this, ten great bowmen and mighty car- warriors of- 
the P&ndavaa, quickly rushed on their cars for protecting the 
seh of Subhadra.®® And those were Virata with his son, and 
Dhrishtadyumna of Prishata’s race, and Bhima, the five Kekaya^ 
brothers, and Sat 3 ’aki also, O king.^'* And as -they were falB 
ing upon him with great impetuosity, Bhishma the son of 
Cintanu, in that conflict, {uerced the •prince of Panohala 
with three arrows, and Satyaki with teii.®^ And with one 
ivingod arrow, whetted and sharp-edged as a.razor, and shot 
from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch, he cu^ off tlfe stan- 
dard of Bhiinascua.®® And, O best of men, the standard of 
Bhimascua, made of* gold and bearing the device of a liott^ 
out off by Bhishma, ^fell from the car.®® And^ Bhima then, 
piercing Cantanu’s son Bhishma in that combat yith three 
arrows, pierced Kripa with one, and Kritavarman with eight.’^ 
And TJttara also, the son of Virata, on a tusker with upraised 
trunk, rushed against the ruler of the Madraa®* Ojilya, how- 
ever, succeeded in chocking the unparalleled* impetuosity of 
that prince of elephants rushing quickly* towards his car.®* 
That prince of elephants, in great wrath, placing h^ leg upon 
the yoke of (Galyas) car, killed his four large steeds of 
e 3 Ccelient spoed.®^ The ruler of the Madras then, staying on 
t^t car whose steeds had been slain, hurled a dart, all 
made of iron, and resembling a snake, for slaying Uttara 
outriglit.®® The latter’s coat of mail being \5ut through by 
tha'f dart, he became totally deprived of bis senses 
fell down from his elephant’s neck, with *the hook and the 
^ance loosened from^is grasj),®® And Galya thSOj taking up 
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his sword and jumping down from his excellent car, and pat* 
ling forth his«prow6as, cut off the large trunk of that priaoaof 
elephantst^ His coat of mail pierced all over with a showas 
of arrows, and bis trunk cut off, that elephant uttered a load 
shriek and fell down and cxpired.^^ Achieving such a featb 
O king, the ruler of the Madras speedily mounted on tho 
splendid car of Kritavarmau.^‘ And beholding his brother 
TJttara slain and seeing Galya staying with Kritavarman,^ 
ViritaVson Cweta blaced up in wraih, like fire (blazing up) 
with clarified butter. And that mighty warrior, stretching 
his large bow that resembled the bow of Cakra himself,^ 
rushed with the desire of slaying Galya the ruler of the Ma« 
dras. Surrounded on all sides with a mighty division of oars,^ 
be advanced towards Galya’s car, pouring an arrowy shower* 
And beholding biin rush lo the fight with prowess equal to that 
of an infuriate elephant,^* seven car-warnors of thy side sur* 
rounded him on all sides, desirous of protecting the ruler of 
Madras who seemed to be already within the jaws of Death.^* 
And those seven warriors were Vrinadvala the ruler of the 
Ko9alas,^aud Jayatsena of Magadha, and Rukmaratba, O king, 
who was the valorous sou of Galya, and Viuda and Anuviuda 
of Avauti, and Sudakshiua the king of^tbe Kamvojas, and 
Jayadratha t^e ruler of the Siudhus o^ud the kinsman of 
Yrihadkshatra.^* And the stretched bows of those bigb-souleil 
warriors, decorated with diverse colors, looked like the light* 
uiug’s flashes in the clouds.*^ And they all poured on Cweta’s 
bead ceasetess showers of arrows like the clouds tossed by 
the wind dropping raiu on the mountain breast on the ezpiiy 
of summer.*^ TliaJ; mighty bowman and commander of the 
forces, enraged at this, witn seven broad-headed arrows of 
great impetuosity, struck their bows, and then oou tinned 
to grind them.** And those bows we saw were cut off, O 
Bhkrata, and thereupon they all took up, within half the 
time taken up in a wink of the eye, other bows,** And 
they then shot at Cweta seven arrows. And once agaia that 
migjhty^armed warrior of immeasurable soul, with seven flhet 
shafts, cut off thos^ (other) box's of these bowmen.*** Xhose 


w The e4th*M taken as eeasUttofi of d Unes,— T. 
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VAliion then, whose large jjows had been chfo^, those 
• mighty car-warriors swolling (with rage), grasping (seven) 
darts, set np a loud shout.” And, O chief of the Bhara. 
tas, they hurled those seven darts at Cweta’s cA. And 
tiiose blazing darts which coursed (through the air) like 
large meteors, with beside the sound of thunder,” were all 
cutoflT, before they could reach him, by that warrior ‘"conver- 
sant with mighty weapons, by means of seven broad-fieaded 
arrowa Then taking up an arrow capable of penetrating into 
et-cry part of the body.” he shot it, O chief of the Bharatas, 
at Rtikmaratha. And that mighty arrow, surpassing (the force 
of) the thunder-bolt, pcnetrnteil into the latter’s body.** 
Then, O king, forcibly .struck by that arrow, Rukmaratha sat 
down on the terrace of his c.ar and fell into a dbadly swoon.** 
His charioteer then, without betraying tyiy fear, bore him 
away, senseless and in a swoon, in the Very sight of all.** 
Then taking up six other (arrows) ’adorned with gold, the 
mighty-armed Cweta cut (.ff the standard-t(Jps of bis six 
adversaries.*” And that chastiser of foes then, 4)iercing their 
steeds and charioteers also, and covering those six wArriors 
themselves with ccascdes.s shafts, proceeded towards the car o£^ 
Calya.** And beholdyig that generalissimo of the (Piindava) 
forces proceeding quickly toward.s Calya’s car, a loud upmar 
of oh and ulus arose in thy army, O Bharata Then thy 
mighty sou, with Bhishiua at the head, and supportetf by 
heroic warriors and many troops, proceeded ti>ward» Cweta s 
car.f” And he (thus) rescued the ruler of th*e Madras who 
had already entered the jaws of Death. AiAl then commenc- 
ed a battle, terrific and making the hair to ^tand on end,** 
between thy troops and those of the enemy, in which cars and 
elephants all got mxied up in confusion. And upon Subhadri’s 
son, and Bbimosena, and that mighty car-warrior S&tyaki,** 
and upon^the ruler of the Kekayas, and Virata, and Dhrishta- 

^ Both 60 and 61 are read differently in the Bengal texti. 1 adopt 
the Bonihay readings. — T. 

+ The Bengal reading is Curm’s VriiascAa Cainy€na, The Bombay 
reading (which I #9 not*adopt}Jpj Vn(as(H Cainywci, — T, 

I 22 j 


HABABHASATA* * * 


ITO 


rSMttHHA* 


iljumua^of nriahata*8 race, aii||upon the Chedi troofia, tlie 
eld Earu graadstre poured showers of arrows*^’ **** 


Section XLVIII. 

**]bhritarEshtra said, — ‘When that great bowman CweUi 
firoeeeded towards Calya’s car, what did the Kuraras and thw 
FEndaraa do, O Sanjaya ? And what also did Bhishma thw 
son of Cintanu do ? Tell me who ask thee, all this If 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘O king, hundreds and thousands of bolhi 
among Ksbatriyas, all brave and mighty car-warriors, pUunng 
the generalissimo Cweta in the van,* and displaying their 
Strength, O Bhkrata, unto thy royal son, and with Cikhandin 
also at their liead, desired to rescue (Cwcta).^ And those 
Mighty oar-warriors rushed towards Bhishma’s car decked with 
gold, desirous of slaying that foremost of warriors. And the 
battle that ensued then ^as terrible.^ I shall describe to thee 
that wonderful* and terrific battle a«i it occurred between thy 
troops and those of the €nemy4* The son of Cintanu made 
the ttrracee of many cars empty, (for) that best of car-war* 
rion, showering (his) arrows, cut off many beads,§* Endued 
with energy* equal to that of the Sun himself, be shrouded the 
wesy SuF 3 with bis arrows. And be removed bis enemies from 


* Nine 9 iok€U and a half, from the second half of the 43rd verst to 
the SSnd^iftree above), are oinittp^l lo tfie Bengal texts. These, how- 
ever, occur subsequently in section 4^ following. The fact is, the whole 
of the passage in ^his section and^ ^he 116 verses in the following 
section, and the drst 24 verses in seck*^^ regarded as an laterpo- 

lation. In those Sections of the Parian where the gaiho# and 

the Ac., are counted by »ishma, no laeiitioii is made of 

any wamorof the name of Cweta. T»c Burdwan Fepdita omit these 
fMpagea altogeOmr. 1 myself believp them to be an interpolation. 
Occarringi however, as it does in both the Bengal and the Bembay 
text% I OMint4 omit in the Bnglteh veir*loD. — T. * 

, t The §rit verse ie taken as eosiating^^of three linen— T. ^ 

J BlorenSMooi of the Bengal texta, th ^ Bombay reading is taiUfAam, 
eg The second line of the 6th* verse, wbipb, according to tbsTnuni^er- 
Ihf Of thelPombay text, should be the first \half of the 7th, ie differ- 
read in the Bombay text.— T. 
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turn in thafc eambat like the riiiog Sun diapeiUag the 
derkneea arouiuL^ And in that battle, O king, arrowe weve 
flliot by him in hundreds and thousands that were powerful aii4 
possessed of great impetuosity and that took in that conflict the 
lives of numberless Kshatriyas.* And in that combat he felled 
head^ by hundreds, of heroic warriors, O king, and elephante 
cased in thorny mail, like summits of mountains (felted) by 
‘heaven’s bolt.*^ And cars, O king, were seen to mingle with 
cars. A car might be seen upon another car, and a ste^ upoa 
another eteed.^ And iihpetuous chargers, O king, bore hither 
and thither heroic riders in the prime of youth, slain and 
banging (from their saddles) with their bows (still in their 
grasp).i*“ With swords and quivers attached (to their persona) 
and coats of mail loosened (from their bodies), hundreds of 
warriors, deprived of life, lay on the ground, sleeping on beds 
(worthy) of heroes/* Bushing against one another, falling 
down and rising up again, and rushing a^in having risen up, 
the combatants fought band to hand/* Afflicted by one an* 
other, many rolled on the field of battle. Infuriate elephants 
rushed hither and thither, and car-warriors by hundreds were 
alain.J'^ And car- warriors, along'with their cam, were crushed 
on all sides. And some warrior fell upon his car, 8]ain*by an- 
other with arrows/^ And a mighty car-warrior might be seen 
to fall down from hligh, his charioteer (also) having been slain. 
A thick dust arose, and thereupon unto the warrior# struggling 
in battle,^* the twang of the (hostile) bow indicated the strug- 
gling adversary before. , From the pressure also on their bodies, 
combatants guessed their foes/* And the w|urriors, O king, 
Ibught on with arrows, guided by the sounds of bowstrings and 
(hoatile) divisions. The very hiss of th^ arrows shot by the 
combatants at one another could not be beaid.‘* Avid so loud 


* The second line of the 9tb, which is the first of the IQih in the 
Bombay edition, is certainly incorrect as printed in the Bsngal tartSL 
Ii therefore, adopt the Bombay reading. — T. 

f For Swavalam nikitvm the Bombay text readwyasiMNi nijtatam 
whiSh is better. — ^T, . 

t A doka and a half occur in tl^e Bombay text between the fitnt 
half li the 14th and its second half as abovs.-^T. - 
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WM the sound of drums, that it seemed to pieroe the ears. An# 
in that tainultuous uproar making the hair stand on end, tfaa' 
name the^combatant uttered in the battle, while displaying hie 
prowess, could not be heard. The sire could not rooognise the 
son of his loins.^*'*^® One of the the wheels being broken, or the 
yoke being torn off, or one of the steeds being slain, the brava 
car-tr^ior was overthrown from his car, along with his dhaiiot** 
oer,^byS^eans of straight arrows.** And thus many herme 
warriorf, deprived of their cars, were seen to fly away.*** He 
who was slain had his head cut off ; he who was not slain, 
was struck at the very vitals ; but unstrr*;k there was none, 
^hen Bhishma attacked the foe.*’ .id In that terrific battle, 
Cweta caused a great slaughter of the Kurus. And he slew 
many noble princes by hundreds upon hundreds.-f-** And he 
cut off, by means of his arrows, the heads of car- warriors by 
hundreds upon liuudreds, and (their) arms decked with Anga- 
das, and (their) bows all around.** And car-w'arnors and car- 
wheels, and others that were on cars, and the cars themselves, 
and standards both small and costly. O king,** and large bodies 
of horse, and crowds of cars, and crowds of men, O Bbkrata, 
and elephants^' also by hiffldreds, were destroyed, O bull of 
^harata’s race, by Cweta.*^ Ourselves, from fear of Cweta, 
abandoning (Bhishma) that best of car> warriors, left the battle 
retreating to Ihe rear, and, therefore, do we (now) behold your 
lordship.*** And all the Kurus, O son of Kuru's race, retreat- 
ing beyond the range of arrows, and abandoning at Bhishma 
the son of ^antanu, in that battle, stood (as spectators though) 
armed foi^the ccmibat.** Cheerful in the hour of (universal) 
cheerlessness, that tiger among men, Bhishma, alone of our 
'army, in that terril^le battle stood immovable like the moun- 
tain Merib*^ Taking the lives (of the foe) like the Sun at the 
close of winter, he stood rcsplendant with the golden rays (of 
his car) like the Sun himself with his rays.** And that 
great bowman shot clouds of arrows and struck down his 
.enemies in t^at battle like Vishnu armed with the discus 

* 1 adopt tjbe Bonbay reading of the HSnd verse. — T. 

f tome of the Bengal texts is a misprint for Kshaytmi C. 
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itriking down the AauraaJ^** Aud while being slanghtelred 
Iqr Bhishma in that dreadful combat, those warrior^ breaking 
away from their ranks, they ail fled from him, as if ffom a fire 
fed by fuel.i*** Encountering the single warrior ^Cweta), that 
alayer of foes, Bhishma, was the only one (amongst usj who wad 
oheerful and whole. Devoted to the welfare of Duiyodhana^ 
he began to consume the Pindava (warriors.)** of 

bis very life which is difticnlt of being cast off, and Abandon* 
ing all fear, he slaucjhtered, O king, the Pandava army in 
that fierce conflict:. J** And beholding the generalissimo 
(Cwcta) smiting tho (Dhararasbtra) divisions, thy father 
Bhishma, called a o Devavra^a, impetuously rushed against 
bim.** Thereupon, Cwcta cov^Tod Bhisnina with an extensive 
net-work of arrows. And Bhishma also covered Cweta with 
a flight of arrows And rc*aring lik a coupl§ of bulls, they 
rushed, like two infuriate elephants of gigantic size or two 
raging i/ii er**, against each other.’* Baffling each other's 
weapons by me. ms of their woa])on^, tho«e b ills among men, 
viz, Bhishma ami <Jweta, fought with each other, desirous of 
taking eu di ofh(‘r’8 life.*’ In one single day Bhishma, in- 
furiate ^^lth anger, could couMinie" the Pandava army with his 
arrows it did^no. p» t ct it,*® Beholding the grand- 

sirc th<.u turned olf by Coweta, the Pandavas were filled with 
joy, while thy son became cheerless.** Duryodhana then, with 
wrath excited and siirroun<lcd by many kings, rushed* with 
his troops against the Pandava host in battle.*® Then Cweta, 
abandoning the son ©f Oanga, slaughtered thy^ son's host 
with great impetuosity like the wind ^uproo'ring) Trees with 
violence.** And the son of Virata, senseless with wrath, 
having routed (thy) army, advanced (once more), O king, to 
the place were Bhi.shma was stationed.*'* And those two 
high-souled and mighty warriors then, both blazing with their 

* Chahrapdni is Vishnu armed with the discus. — T. 

f For Yathdn which gives no meaning, I read Todhda, The Bengal 
reading muktvdgnimiva ddrund is better than the Bombay reading mtit- 
iam%humUhu ddrund m. — T. 

t ^The Bombay reading Jivitam ^ustyajam is bhtterlhan the Bengal 
jreadiog Jivam tadtUtham if it has any meaning. — T. 
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arrows, battled with each other like Yritra and Vasav^ 
old)/’ desirous, O king, of slaying each other. Drawing Olil^ 
bow to the fullest stretch. Cweta pierced Bhkhma with sevnn 
arrows.^* The valorous (Bhishma) then, putting forth hia 
prowess, quickly checked (his foe’s) valor, like an infuriate 
elephant checking an infuriate compeer/^ And Cweta then» 
tbaC*4^ighter of Kshatriyas, struck Bhishma, and Bhishma 
also/ tl^son of Cantanu, pierced him in return with ten ar<» 
rows.^ ^And though pierced by him (thus), that mighty 
warrior stood still like a mountain. And Cweta again picroed 
Cintanu’s son with five and twenty straight arrows, at which 
all wondered. Then smiling and licking with his tongue tho 
corners of his mouth, Cweta in that combat cut off 
Bhishma’s bow into ten fragments with ten arrows. Then 
luming a plumed arrow made wholly of irou/‘ (Cweta) crushed 
the palmyra on the top of the standard of the high-souled 
(Bhishma). And beholding the standard of Bhishma cul 
down, thy sons,” though ^ that Bhishma was slain, having 
succumbed to Cweta. And the Panda vas also, filled with 
delight, Jblew their conchs all around.” And beholding the 
palmyra’Standafd of the higft-souled Bhishma laid low, Duryo* 
dbana, from wrath, urged his own army (to the battle).” And 
they all began very carefuly to protect Bhishma who was in 
great distress.** Unto them, also unto thhsc that stood (idle) 
6pectlhtora,*the king said, — Either Cweta will die (todayX** 
or Bhishma the son of Cantann. I say this truly.^-^eaoing 
the words j of the king, the mighty. car- warriors speedily,” 
with four* kind^ of fqrces, advanced for protecting the son 
of Gangs. And Vaihika, and Kritavarman, and Kripa, and 
Calya also, O Bharata,’^ and the son of Jarisandba, and 
Yikarna, dnd Chitrasena, and Yivinyati, with great speed, 
when speed was so necessary, surrounding him on all sides,” 
poured on Cweta ceaseless showers of arrows. That mighty 
warrior then, of immeasurable soul, quickly checked those 
angry warriors by means of sharp arrows, displaying hes own 
lightness of hand. And checking them all like a liqp a 
multitude of elephants,’ Cweta then cut off Bhisbma’s 
bow with a t^bick shower of arrows. Then Bhishma the sen pf 
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O&ntMtt, taking up another bow in that battl^/^ pierced 
0#eta» O king, with arrows furnished with feathers* of Kan* 
ka birds. Tnen the commander (of the Fandav^ army), with 
wrath excited, pierced Bbishma in that encouhtei# O king^ 
with a great many shafts in the very sight of all. Beholding 
Bhishma, that foremost of heroes in ail the wpr!d/^;^cked 
in battle by Cweta, the king (Duryodhana) becar^yf greatly 
troubled, and great also became the distress of thy whole 
army.****^ And beholding the heroic Bhishma checked and 
mangled by Cweta with his arrows, all thought that Bhishma, 
having succumbed to Cweta, was slain by him.^* Then thy 
sire Devavrata, yielding to anger, and beholding his (own) 
standard overthrown and the (Dhartarashtra) army checked,'* 
shot a great many arrows, O king, at Cweta. Cweta, how- 
ever, that foremost of car-warriors, baffling all those (arrows) 
of Bhishma,*^ once more cut off, with a* broad- beaded shaft, 
thy sire’s bow. Throwing aside tb%t bow, O king, Gauga’s son, 
senseless with anger," taking up another bow large and 
stronger, and aiming seven large broad-beaded arrows whet* 
ted on stone," slew with four the four steeds *of the general- 
issimo Cweta, and ^ut off* with tw^o ,bis standard and with Ijie 
seventh shaft that warrior of great prowess, exceedingly 
provoked, cut olf*his charioteers head. Tliercupon, that 
mighty car- warrior, jumping down from bis car vAiose %teeds 
and charioteer had been slain, and yielding to the jnflu- 
euce of wrath, became exceedingly troubled. Th^ grandsire, 
beholding Cweta, that foremost of c^-warHors, deprived of 
began to smite him on all sides with showers of arrows, 
jknd smitten in that combat with arrows shot form Bhishma's 
bow,^' Cweta, leaving his bow on his (abandoned) car, took 
up a dart decked with gold. And taking up that terri- 
Ide and fierce dart-f*’* which resembled the fatal rod of 
Death and was capable of slaying Death's self, Cweta then, 

^ In the first line of 71st verse, the word is not Laghu but Tilaghu^ 
the initial a being only silent according to the rale oR Sandhi, Though 
' Sttittsd in the Bengal texts, it occurs in the Bombay edition. — T. 

t Ghordrn^ vgr^^ mahdbhydm^ are pleonastic. — T. 
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in great wath, addressed Bhishma the son of CintaBti M 
that oomlftkt,^’ sayiDg, — Wait a little, and behold me, 0 beet 
men ! — And living said this unto Bhishma in battle, that 
great bow/nao of exceeding prowess^* and immcasarable soul| 
hurled that dart resembling a snake, displaying his valor fbr 
the sHl^of the Pandavas and desiring to achieve thy evil.*^ 
Theq low cries of oh and alas arose among thy sons, O 
king, u^OD beholding that terrible dart resembling the rod of 
Death in splendour. And hurled fiotn Cweta’s arms, (that 
dart), resembling a snake that had just cast off its slough, 
fell with great force, O king, like a large meteor from the 
firmament/* Thy sire Dev avrata then, O king, without the 
slightest fear, with eight sharp and winged arrows, cut oS 
into nine fragments, that dart decked with pure gold and 
which seemed to be covered with Hames of firc,**^* as it 
coursed ablaze througl' the air. AH thy troops then, O bull 
of Bharatas race, set upih>u<i shouts of joy* The son of 
Virata, however, beholding his dart cut (-tV inti) fragments, 
became senseless with anger,** and like onci whose heart 
was overcome by (the arrival of ) his hour, could not settle 
what to do. Deprived of his senses by anger, O king, the 
son of Virata then, siniliug,** joyfully took up a mace for 
Bhishma*s slaughter. With eyes red iii wrath, and resembling 
a second Yuma armed with mace/* he rushed against Bhishma 
like a swollen torrent against the rocks. Regarding his im- 
petuosity asdncapable of check, Bhishma endued with great 
prow-ess** and conversant with the might (of others), suddenly 
alighted on the gro^md for w^arding otf that blow. Cweta 
then, O kin^, whirling in wrath that heavy mace,** hurled it on 
Bhishma 8 car likc^thc god Mahe^wara. And in consequence 
of that macc intended for Bhishma's destruction, that car waa 
"reduced to ashes,** ^ with standard, and charioteer, and steeds 
and shaft. Beholding Bhishma, that foremost of car-warrior's 


la the first line of 87 for Mahe^wara (rueauiug Civa) the Bombay 
text reads X)Aaae^l<’ara*(meaaing Kvvera the lord of treasures). For 
also Bhimanip<u,myd in the second hue. the Bombay text reads 
pipdnViyd.— X. 
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Ijecome a oambatant on foot/* man^ car-warriors, »viz, Galya 
and others, speedily rushed (to his rescue). Mounting then 
another car, and cheerlessly stretching his ^ow/* Bhish* 
ma slowly advanced towards Cweta, seeing that foieinost of 
oar*warriors. Meanwhile, Bhishma heard a loud voice *^>.tter« 
ed in the skies, that was celestial and fraught with >iSownr 
good. (And the voice said) — 0 Bhishma, 0 BhiahmJT, 0 ihoy, 
mighty arms, strive without losing a moment E'Sen this 
the hour fixed by the dreator of the universe for success over 
tjiis OTte.— Hearing these words uttered by the celestial mea« 
senger,** Bhishma, filled with joy, set his heart upon Cweta s 
destructiou. And beholding that foremost of car-warriors, 
Gweta, become a combatant on foot,** many mighty car-war« 
riors (of the Pandava side) rushed unitedly (to his rescue), 
(They were) Satyaki, and Bhimasena, and Dhrishtadyumna 
of Prishata’s race ;** and the (five) Kfikaya brothers, and 
DhrishLaketu, and Abhimauyu of gseat energy. And behold- 
ing them rushing (to the rescue), with Droua and Galya and 
Kjripa** that hero of immeasurable soul (Bhii^bma) cliecked 
them ail like the mountain resisting the force of the* wind. 
And when all the high-souled warriors of the Pandava sid^ 
were (thus) held in check,** Cweta, taking up 9 . sword, cut# 
off Bhishma's bow. Casting aside that bow, the ^randsire, 
quickly,*’ made up his mind for Cweta's destruction, having 
beard the words of the celestial messenger. Though bailfed 
(by Cweta), tby sire Devavrata then,** that mighty car- 
warrior, quickly taking up another bow that resembled the 
bow of Cakra himself in splendour, stringed it in a moment.** 
Taen thy sire, O chief of the Bharatas, beholding that 
mighty oar-warrior Cweta, though the latter was then sur- 
rounded by those tigers among men with Bhiiuaseua at their 
bead,’®® — (thy sire) the sou of Ganga — advanced steadily for 
the sake of the generalissimo Cweta alone. Beholding Bhish- 
ma adviibce, Bhimasena of great prowess’*’ pietced him with 
sixty^hafia But that mighty car- warrior, thy sire Deva- 
vrata,«cheoking both Bhimasena •and Abhimauyu and other 
car- warriors with terrible shafts, struck him >ith three 
straight arrowa’®*'’®/ And the grandsire of the Bharatas also « 
[ 23 ] 
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struck SaticAki» in that combat, with a bundfad anmna nd 
Dhrishta^yumna with twenty, and the Kekaya brotben with 
And checking all those great bowman with lefiible 
arrows, Uiy sire Devavrata advanced towards Cweta alone.^*^ 
Then taking out an arrow resembling Death's seif and capabi# 
of bSh^g a great strain and incapable of being resisted, tba 
pomerfunSbishma placed it on bis bowstring.*^ And Ihal 
shaft, fbmished with wings and duly endued with the force of 
the Brahma weapon, was seen by the gods and Oarh^^arwXB 
and PifcUihas and Uragaa, and Raksha%aB}^^ And that sbafib 
ef splendour like that of a blasdng tiro, piercing ihrongh hie 
coat of mail (passed through his body and) struck into the 
earth, with a flash like that of heaven s bolt/^* Like the 
Sun when speedily retiring to bis western chambers taking^ 
aloBQ with him the rays of light, even thus that "shaft passed 
out of Cweta s body,* bearxng-away with itself his Hfe.^^* Thus 
slain in battle by Bhishia/a, wo beheKl that tiger among men 
&U down like, the loosened crest of a mouniain.*^^ And all 
the mighty car-warriors of the Kskatriya race belonging to the 
PAnda^^a side indulged in lamentations* Thy sons, boweveiv 
Ana all the Kurus, were Ailed with delight.**^ Then, O kin^ 
beholding C\Yeta overthrown, Dus^asana danced in joy over 
the^fleid ip accompaniment with the loud music of conebs and 
drarna^^ And when that great bowman was slain by Bhjd w aa 
thA ornament of battle, the mighty bowmen (of the P&ndavB 
side) witbOikbandin at their head, trembled in fear/'* tRten. 
whan their commander was slain, Dbananjaya, O king, and be 
of Vrishni’s race, slowly withdrew the troops (for tbeir nightly 
cAnd then, O Bharata, the withdrawal took place 
of both theirs and thine, while thine and tbeivs were fre* 
(juently setting up loud roars/'* And the mighty oar-war- 
riors of the Partbas entered (their quarters) cheerlessly^ 
thinking, O chastiser of foes, of that awful slaughter ia 
single cgmbatXof their commander)/'’"* 
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Section XLIX, 

' ^OOhritaAshtra said,— -‘When the generalissi^^o Cvreta, O 
•on, was riaia in battle by the enemy, what did those 
•eighty bowmen, the Pinchalas with the P&ndavas, do P 
Rearing their commander Cweta slain, what happened b^eeit 
tbbse that strode for his sake and their foes that/re treated 
before them ?• O Sanj^ya, hearing of our victory, (thy) worde 
llleaee my heart! Nor doth my heart feel any shame iu 
remembering our transgression.** The old chief of Kuru’e 
race is ever cheerful and devoted (to us). (As regards Duryo*^ 
dhana), having provoked hostilities with that intelligent son 
of his uncle,* he sought at one time the protection of the 
eons of P&ndu in consequence of his anxicty.and fear due to 
Yadhishthim. At that time, abandoning everything he lived 
in misery,* In consequence of the pronvess of the sons of 
Phndut and everywhere receiving <Accks — having placed him- 
self amid entanglements — from his enemies, Duryodhana had 
{for some time) recourse to honorable behaviour.* I onnerly 
that wicked-minded king had placed himself under their pro- 
ieotioii« Why, therefore, O Sanjaya, hath Cweta who wOa 
devoted to Yudhishtjiira, been slain Indeed,, this narrow- 
minded prince, with all his prospects, hath bcen^huned to 
the nether regions by a number of wretches. Bhishma liked 
mot the war, nor ever did the preceptor.f* Nor Kripat'^or 


* The tranegreasion to which DhritarashtPa alludes is the slaughter, 
hy Bhishma Irom his car, of Cweta who was then^a combatant on foot. 
Or, it may be the very slaughter of Cweta, who was dear to the PAii. 
4avas and which act would, the king thought, prok^ve then* more. — T. 

f Verses 4 to 7 are exceedingly difficult. I am not sure that I have 
understood them correctly. They are of the nature of I’l/aea/nitfts. i. e. 
dsUberate obscurities for puzaliog Gaoe^a, who acted as the scribe, for 
cabling Vyasa to gain time for cojopoBitiou. In verse 4, Pitus means 
uncle’s aftd not father’s ; so also dur^a de^am iu verse 6 means entangle- 
inentg, like Duryodhana’s hostility with the Oandharvas on the ocrasioH 
uf the tale of cattle, lu verse of the Beng^ rea<iing i« YudhUhthirum 
The Bombay reading, which I adopt, is YudhUhthire hhakthx. 
In 6) the pwruMhddhamoi are Cakuni and Kama, T.'* 
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G&ndhiri liked it» O Sanjayap nor do I like it* Nor Vtoideirs 
of yrishni'is race, nor that just king the eon of Plndu ;* nor 
Bhima, nor Arjuna, n6r those bulls among men the twine 
(liked it). AJ/va^’s forbidden by me, by Okndh&ii, by Vidura,*® 
by Ramapthe son of Jamadagni, and by the high^souled Vjraea 
fdso, the wicked-minded and sinful Duryodhana, with Dna^ 
sanaT^ Sanjaya, always following the counsels of Kama and 
Suwla’s^n, behaved maliciously towards the Pindavaa.**^^ 
1 think* O Sanjaya, that he has fallen into great distress f 
After the slaughter of Cweta and the victory of Bhishma,*^ 
what did Part ha, excited with rage, do in battle, accompam*^ 
ed by Krishna ? Indeed, it is from Arjuna that my fears 
arise, and those fears, O son, cannot be dispelled*’^ He/ 
Bhananjaya, the son of Kunti, is brave and endued with 
great activity. «.I think, with his arrows he will cut into frag-^ 
meats the bodies of his enemies.** The son of Indra, and in 
battle equal unto Upendra the younger brother of Indra» 
a warrior whose wrath awd purposes are never futile, alas» 
beholding him. what became the stale of your minds 
Brave, acquainted with the Vedas, resembling the fire and 
the Sun in splendour, and possessing a knowledge of the 
Aindra weapon, that warrior of immeasurable soul is ever 
victorious whfu he falleth upon the foe His weapons always 
falling upon the foe with the force of the thunderbolt, and his 
arms wonderfully quick in drawing the bowstring, the son of 
Kifhti is a mighty car-warrior,** The formidable son of Dm* 
pada alsQ,«0 Sanjaya, is endued with great wisdom. What, 
indeed, did Dhrishtad^umna do when Cweta was slain in 
battle f** I think <tbat in consequence of the wrongs they 
kttstained«of old, and of the slaughter of their commander, 
the hearts of the high-souled Pandavas blazed up.*^ Thinks 
Jng of their wrath I am never at my ease, by day or by iiight«r 
'cn account of Duryodhana. How did the great battle tak^ 
place ? Tell me all about it, O Sanjaya!'** 

‘iSanjaya 8&id, — 'Hear, O king, quietly about thy great 
transgressions. It behoveth thee not to impute the fault to 
Duryodhana I** is^'tbe ct^nstruction of an embankment 
aheu the wtfbers have disappeared, so is thy understanding* 
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or, it is like the digging of a well wuen the house is on fire.*** 
When, after the forenoon had passed away, the eommander 
Oweta was, O Bhirata, slain by Bhishma in t£at fieron 
;Oonfliot,*^ VirAta’s son Cankha, that grinder of ^ostile ranks, 
over delighting in battle, beholding Calya stationed with 
Kritavarman (on his car) ** suddenly blazed up with wrath, 
like fire with clarified butter. That mighty warrior, atfetch^ 
ihg his large bow that resembled the bow of Indra /iSimself,*^ 
rushed with the desire 9f slaying the ruler of the Madras in 
battle, himself supported on all sides by a large divison of 
cars.**. And Cankha, causing an arrowy down-pour, rushed 
towards the car ou which Calya was. And beholding him 
jMlvancing like an infuriate elephant,** seven mighty car* 
warriors of thy side surrounded him, — desirous of' rescuing 
the ruler of the Madras already within the jaws of Death.** 
Then the mighty-armed Bhishma, roaring^like the very clouds, 
Rod taking up a bow full six cubits long, rushed towards 
pankha in battle.** And beholding that mighty car- warrior 
and great bowman thus rushing, the Pandava host began to 
tremble like a boat tossed by the violence of^the tempest.*^ 
Then Arjuna, quickly advancing, placed himself in front of 
Clankha, thinking that Cankha should then be protected frota 
Bhishma. And then the combat commenced between Bhish- 
ma and Arjuna.** And loud cries of oh and alas arose among 
the warriors engaged in battle. And one force seemed to 
merge into another force. And thus all were filled With 
wonder.'f** Then Calya, mace in hand, alighting ^ from his 
large car, slew, O bull of Bharata s rsfce, the four steeds of 
Cankha.*^ Jumping down from his car thus deprived of steeds, 
and taking a sword, Cankha ran towards Yibb^tsu's car 
md (mounting on it) was once more at his ease.** And then 
^ihere fell from Bhishma s car innumerable arrows by which 
were covered the entire welkin and the earth.** And that 


^ At both operations are useles, so are these thy regrets. — T. 
f ^be sense is that Arjuna representing one force, and Bhishma an* 

m 

^hef> the two forces seemed to mir^le into one another, like one bok 
of heaven agiiinst another, as one may say.— T. 
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f<^emost of smitcra, Bhidhma» daughtered .with his anrowi 
Uie Fftnchalai the Matsya, the Kekaya, and the 
draka hosts.*^ And soon abandoning in that battle 
du*s son (Ar^na) capable of drawing the bow with (even) liii 
left handf Bhishma rushed towards Drupada the king of Ibe 
Ftnchtlas surrounded by his host.** And he soon covered Uk 
deaiM^auve with innumerable arrows. Like a forest 
Burned ]^£re at the end of winter,** the troops of Dnipadi 
were seen to be consumed. And Bhishma stood in that battle 
like a blazing fire without smoke, or, like the Sun himself 
at midday scorching everything around with his heat. Tb» 
combatants of the Pandavas were not able to even look at 
Bhishma.*^ And afflicted with fear, the Pindava host cast 
its eyes around, and not beholding any protector, looked like 
a herd of kine afflicted by cold.^* Slaughtered or retreating 
in despondence, being crushed the while, loud cries, O Bhi* 
rata^ of oh and alaa arose among the troops of the Pkndavas.** 
Then Bhishma the son of <!)antaQU, with bow always drawil 
to a circle, shot therefrom blazing arrows that resembled 
snakes of virulent poison.^^ And creating continuous lines df 
arrows in all directions, that hero of rigid vows slew Pandava 
dur^warriors, naming* each, O Bharata, » beforehand 1** Atid 
then when the troops of the Pandavas wez:e routed and crushed 
all oyer the held, the suu set and nothing could be seen.** 
And then beholding Bhishma, O bull of Bbarata's race, prottd«- 
ly ftknding in battle, the Parthas withdrew their forces (for 
Dightiy rest),' 


Section L. 

^'Sanjaya said, — ^When the troops, O bull of Bharatsfb 
race, were withdrawn on the first day, and when Duryodfaaha 
was filled with delight upon (beholding) Bhishma excited 
with wrath in battle,* king Yudhisbthira the just, i^eedily 
repaired unto fi’anirddana, accompanied by all his brothers 
and all the 'kings (on his side}.* Filled with great grief 
thinking of hiii defeat^ and bhholding Bhishma’s prowass, O 
king, he addrCBsed that scion of Yrishni’s race, saying,*—* 
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Bftboldr O Emhna, that mighty bowman Bhishi^a^of tenibla 
pirowess I He eonsumes with Lia arrows my troopsT like fira 
(ecmsaming) dry grass How shall we even 'look at that 
(warrior) who ia licking up my troopa lik^ fire fed 
with clarified butter ?* Beholding that tiger among men» that 
nighty^wanior armed with the bow, my troops fly away, a^ct* 
ed with arrows !* Enraged Yama himself> or He ayitT^ 
the thunder, or even Yaruna noose in hand, or Kuvera* armed 
with mace, may be vanquished in battle But the mighty 
€ar*warrior Bhishma of great energy is incapable of being 
vanquished ! Such being the case, 1 am sinking in the fath* 
Omless ocean represented by Bhishma, without a boat (to 
rescue me) !** In consequence, O Ke^ava, of the weakness 
€»f my understanding, having obtained Bhishma (for a foe ia 
battleX 1 shall, O Govinda, retire into the woods 1 To live 
there is {^referable,” and not to devote th^se lords of earth to 
Heath in the form of Bhishma I • Conversant with mighty 
weapons, Bhishma, O Krishna, will annihilate my army 
As insects rush into the blazing fire for their own destruction^ 
the combatants of my army are even so.^^ In putting forth 
prowess for the sak^ of kingdom, O thou of Yrishni s race» 
I am being led to destruction ! My heroic brothers also are 
pained and afflicted with arrows^* for my sake, having been 
derived of both sovereignty and happiness in conSequedbe of 
their love for their eldest brother I We regard life very higWy,. 
for,, under these circumstances, life is too precious (jto besacri* 
ficed)J* During the remainder of my days I will primtise the 
severest of ascetic austerities. I will not^ O Ke^ava, cause 
these friends of mine to be slain l-f The mighty^ Bhishma 
incessantly slays, with his celestial weapons, ^many thousands 
of my car-warriors who are foremost of smiters.*’ Tell me,. 
O Madhava, without delay, what should be done that might 
do me good. As regards Arj^una, 1 see that he is an indifier- 
ent sp^tator in this battle.** Endued with great mighty 

— i<i ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ _ ■ ■■ 

Aplava$ and Aplave are both cgrrect. — T. 
i t In the first line of the 14th verse, .IrifesAena ‘»eem\ to be incor* 
rect. The Boosbay teat reads Ava^cshcnct which 1 adopt.— T, 
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this Bhim^ ^one, remembering Kshatriya duties^ fightetih 
patting fbrth the prowess of his arms and to the utmost of hia 
power/^ Wiljb his hero-slaying mace» this high«>8ouled (war* 
rior), to ^efull measure of his powers, achievetb the. most 
difficult feats upon foot-soldiers and steeds and cars and ele« 
phadta.^* This hero, however, is iucapablei O sire, of destroy* 
ingin faii^fight the hostile host in even a century !‘* This thy 
friend (BLijuna) alouc (amongst us) is conversant with (mighty) 
Weapona He, however, beholding us consumed by Bhishma 
and the high-souled Drona, looketh indififercntly on us 1*^ 
The celestial weapons of Bhishma and the high-souled Dronait 
incessantly applied, are cousuming all the Kshatriyas O 
Krishna^ such is his prowess, that Bhishma, with wrath ex* 
cited, aided by (ho kings (on his side), will, without doubt, 
annihilate us I** O lord of Yoga, look for that great bow- 
ihan, that mighty car* warrior, who will give Bhishma bis 
quietus like raiu-cnarged clouds quenching a forest conflag* 
lutiom*** (Tuea) through thy grace, O Govinda, the sons of 
Pandu,^ their foes being slain, will, after recovery of their 
kingdom, be happy wiih their kinsmen 
• 'Having said this, the high-souled fion of Pritbl, with 
heart affiicted by grief and mind turned within, remained 
silent for a long while in a reflective mood.** Beholding the 
son of Paodu stricken with grief and deprived of his senses by 
Govinda then, gladdening all the Pandavas, said,**— 
I>o dot grieve, O chief of the Bharatets I It behove th thee 
not to grieve, when thy brothers are all heroes and renowned 
bowmen in the workl 1 also am employed in doing thee 
good, as f^lso that mighty car*warriur Satyaki, and Tirata 
and Drupada, both reverend in years, and Dhrishtadyumna 
of Prisliatas line.** And so also, O best of kings, all these 
mouarchs with their (respective) troops are expectant of thy 
favor and devoted to thee, O king This mighty car-wanrioi^ 
Dhri^tadymna*af Prishatas race, placed in command 'of thy 
army, is always desirous of thy welfare and engaged in dbing 

* — i , 

Tne first^iae of tbe Sdrd vsrue is read with a slight variation in 
the Boiubajr limh — 
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that which is agreeable to thee,*^ as also this Cikhandin, O 
thou of mighty arms, who is certainly the slayer of Bhishma I 
Hearing these words, the king (YudhishtLira), unto that 
mighty car- warrior Dhrishtadyumna,*^ said, m that very 
assembly and in the hearing of Vasudeva, these * words,— 
O Dhrishtadyumna, mark these words that I say unto ;*hee, 

0 thou of Prishata’s line The words uttered by me should 
not be transgressed. Approved by Vasudeva, thou £ast l>een 
the commander of our •forces.^®* As Kartikeya, in' days of 
old, was ever the commander of the celestial host, so also art 
thou, O bull among men, the commander of the Pandava 
host !** Putting forth thy prowess, O tiger among men, slay 
the Kauravas ! I will follow thee, and Bhima, and Krishna 
also, O sire,®* and the sons of Madri united together, and 
the sous of Draupadi accoutred in mail, and* all the other 
foremost of kings, O bull among men '®* — Then gladdening 
(the listeners), Dhrishtadyumna said, — ^Ordained of old by 
Cambhu himself, I am, O son of Pritha, the slayer of Drona 

1 shall now fight in battle against Bhishma and Dropa and 
Kripa and Calya and Jayadratha and all the proud monarchs 
(on the Kuru side) !*• — When that foremost of prince's, that 
slayer of foes, the son of Prishata, said this defiantly, the 
Pandava warriors, etfdued with great energy and* incapable of 
being defeated in battle, all sot up a loud shout.®^ aAnd Aheu 
Prit ha's son Yudhishthira said unto the commander of h ia 
army, the sou of Prishata, (tiiese words). — An array known 
by the name of Kraiinchariinat that is des true Eire of all 
foes/^ and that was spoken of by Vrihaspati unto Indra in 
days of old when the gods and the Asit/’cts fought, — that array 
destructive of hostile divisions, ao thou forii>!** UjJsoen be- 
fore, let the kings behold it, along with the Kurus ! — Thus 
addressed by that god among men, like Vhishnu addressed by 
the wielder of the thunderbolt,*!-^® he (Dhrishtadyumna), when 

* In the first line of the 33rd verse, ndhhtkruddham is evidently a 
misreading. The word, as in the Bombay text, is nabhikramyam wjiich 
I adopt. — T. 

t Tae correct reading is FwArtw, u,ud not in ^ many of the 

Bengal texts. — T. * 

t*24 J 
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laoniing dawned, placed Dhananjaya in the Tan of the wbfdo^ 
army. And f^hananjaya's standard, created at Indra’e com« 
mand by the celestial artificer, while moving through the akiee,, 
seemed wonderfully beautiful. Decked with banners bearing 
hues resembling thc^e of Indra s bow,**"*^ coursing through 
the air like a ranger of the skies, and looking like the fleeting 
edifices of vapour in the welkin, seemed, O sire, to glide dan- 
cing\y along the track of the car (to which it was attached).^** 
And the bearer of Gamliva with that (standard) graced 
with gems, and that standard itself with the bearer of 
Oandiva, looked highly adorned, like the Self-create with 
the Sun (and the Sun with the Self-cTcatc).*f^* And king 
Drupada, surrounded by a large niniil>er of troops, became 
the head (of that array). And the two kings Kmitibhoja and 
Caivya became its two eyes.^’ And the ruler of the Da(;^nas, 
and the Prayigas, With the Da^erakas, and the Anupakas, 
and the Kiratas, were placed in its neck, O bull of Bharata's 
race,^ And Yudhishthira, O king, with the Patachcharas, 
the Hui,>da9, the^ Pauravakas, and the NishAdas, became ita 
back.^^ And 'Bhimasena, and Dhrishtadyiirnna the son of 
Prishata, and the sons of Draiipadi, and Abhimanyu, and that 
mighty car- warrior Satyaki, became its two wings, •• as also 
the Pi^*acha8, the Daradas, the Paundros, with the Kiindavi- 
shasf and uhe Mandakas, the Ladakas, the Tanganas, and the 
fojJJ^er-Tanganas,** and the Vahikas, the Tittiras, tl^e PSn- 
dyas, and the Dddras, O Bharata, and.,ihe Caravas, the Tum- 

bhumas, *the Vatsas, gnd the Nakulas.** And Nakula and 
Sahadeva placed tl^emsolves on the left .wing. And} on the 
joints of the wings >vcre placed ten thousand cars, and on the 


^ It^drUyudha is Indra’a bow or the *rain-bow. (Itterallvy 

a ranger oi the ekiee) is a bird. The vapoury edifices and foriae, oon* 
•tantly melting away and^ reappearing in new ahapes, are called Oan^ 
dhcBTvanagaras town«of the Oandharvag or chorri 8ter8).--^T. 

f The Bengal reading ie Savayanihhuriva hhd^nuM which T*bave 
adapted. The Boml:K*y reading is A/erurtvafi/<dnwd, which means *‘lika 
the mountain Meru with the Sun.” It it difficult to make oboioe l>e« 
Aween the two. — ^T. 
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iiead a hundred thousand/* and on the back a ^hundred mil^ 
lions and twenty thousand, and on the neck a buotlred and 
seventy thousand/^ And on the joints of the wings, the wings^ 
and the extremities of the wings, proceeded elephants in large 
bodies, looking, O king, like blazing mountains/* And the 
rear was protected by Virata aided by the Kekayas, and the 
ruler of the Ka^is and the king of the Chedis, with thirty 
thousand cars/** Forming, O Bharata, their miglity array 
thus, the Pandavas, ejfpectant of sunrise, waited for battle, 
4 tll cased in armour.*’^ And their white umbrellas, clean and 
costly, and brilliant as the sun, shone resplendant on their 
elephants and cars,’-f- '’** 


Section LL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the mighty and terrible array 
called Kraivncha formed by Pandu’s *60ii of immcasur^^ble 
energy, thy son,* approachine the preceptor, and Kripa, and 
Calya, O sire, and Somadatta’s son, and Vikatna, and^A 9 wat- 
ihaman also,* and all his brothers too, headed by Dus^a- 
sana, O Bharata, and other immeasurable heroes assembled 
there for battle,*- safd these timely words, gladdening them all, 
— Armed with varit^is kinds of weapons, ye all are conversant 
with the meaning of the scriptures / Ye mighty -warriors, 
each of 3"OU singly are capable of slaying in battle th^^ng 
of Paxidu with their troops ! How much more then, when 
ye are united together ;• Our host, therefore, whfeh is pro-* 
tected by Bhishma, is immeasurable, wliile that host of theirs, 
which is protected by Bhima, is meas^irable.J* Let the 


♦ Th« Bombay text differR in many respects from the Benpjal texts 
gs regards the positions assigned to the several warriors and races in 
the Pilndava host. It is impossible to settle the true readings. I have, 
therefor^, without any attempt at correction, followed the Bengal 
texts. — T. 

t iThe last word of the 58th verse is Ratheshuchay and not Maje^ 
^wsh<% for umbrellas conld not possibly be fastene(?to sliandards. — T. 

t This identical verse occurs in the first chapter of t|ie Bhaffavad- 
ffitd {vide verse 10, chap 25, of this Pdi^van^ ante). There, following 
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Sarnsth&nas^ the Curasenas, the Vcnikas, the Kakkuras, the 
Kochakas^ the Triqarias, the Madrakaa, the Yavanas/ with 
Cutrunjaya. and Dus^ksana, and that excellent hero Vikarna» 
and Nanda *and Upaiiaiulaka,* and Chitrasena» along with 
the ManibhadrakavS, protect Bhishma with their (respective) 
troops !* — Then Bhishma and Drona and thy sons, O sire, 
formed a mighty array for resisting that of the Fkrthas/" And 
Bhishma, surrounded by a large body of troops, advanced, 
leading a mighty army, like the chief of the celestials himself.** 
And that mighty bowman, the son of Bharadwaja, endued 
with great energy, followed him, with the Kiintalas, the 
Da9arnas, and the Magadhas, O king/* and with the Vidar^ 
bhas. the Melakas, the Karnas, and the Pravaranas also. And 
the Gandharas, the Sindhusauviras, the Civis, and the Vasa- 
tis, with all their combatants also, (followed) Bhishma, that 
ornament of battle.* And Cakuni, with all his troops, pro- 
tected the son of Bharadwaja.**"** And then king Duryo- 
dhana, united with all his brothers, with the A^walakas, 
the Vikarnas, the Vamanas, the Ko9alas,** the Daradas, the 
Vrikas, as also*" the Kshudrakas and the Malavas, advanced 
rjieerfully against the Pandava host/* And Bhuri 9 ravas, and 
Gala, and Calya, and the Bhagadatta, O sirfe, and Vinda and 
Anuvinda of*Avanti, protected the left 'dank/* And Soma- 
dattl, and< 8 ur;arman, and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kim- 
Catayus, and Crutayus, were on the right flank/* 
And A9watthaman, and Kripa, and Kritavarman of Sitwta'e 
Jrace, with a very largc^ division of the troops, were stationed 
at the rear of the army.** And behind them were the rulers 
of many provinces, and Ketumat, and Vasudina. And the 
powerful* son of *i/hc king of the Ka9is.*® Then all the troops 
on thy side, cheerfully waiting for battle, O Bhirata, blew 
their conchs with great pleasure, and set up leonine roare.^ 
And hearing the shouts of those (combatants) filled with 
delight, the venerable Kuru grandsirc, endued with great 

- — ~ '■■■ ■ ' i 

t>>e comnientatotfl, particularly Creedhara, I have rendered Aparjfdptam 
and puryaptam as less than sufficient and sufficient. It would! seem, 
however, that that is erroneous. — T, 
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prowess, uttering a leonine roar, blew his conch.** There- 
upon, conchs and drums and diverse kinds of Plpis and 
cymbals, were sounded at once by others, and the noise made 
became a loud uproar.** And Madhava and Arjuna, both 
stationed on a great car unto which were yoked white steeds, 
blew their excellent conchs decked with gold and jewels.** 
And Hrishike(ja blew the conch called Gigantea, and Dhanan- 
jaya (that called) TkpodoUs. And Vrikodara of terrible deeds 
blew the huge conch called Ariindinea^^ And Kunti's son 
king Yudhishthira blew the conch called Triu'inphatHxl 
while Nakula and Sahadeva (those conchs called) Dulcisona 
and Gemmiflora.^^* And the ruler of Ka<;i, and Caivya, and 
Cikhandin the mighty car- warrior, and Dhrishtadyunana, and 
Virata, and the mighty car- warrior Satyaki,*^ and that great 
bowman the king of the Pinch filas, and the five sons of Drau- 
padi, all blew their large conchs and sef up leonine roars.** 
And that great uproar uttered therp by those heroes, loudly 
reverberated through both the earth and the welkin.*® Thus, 
O great king, the Kurtis and the Pandavas, both fillod with 
delight, advanced against each other for batfling again, and 
scorching each other thus/ 

Section LTI. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — *When mine and the hostile Jjijits 
were thus formed into J;)attl e-array, how did the foremost of 
smiters begin to strike ?'* , * * 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When all the divisions ^were thus arrayed, 
the combatants waited, each cased in mail, and with their 
beautiful standards all upraised. And beholding the (Kuril) 
host that resembled the limitless ocean, -f-* thy son Duryodhana, 
O king, stationed within it, said unto all the combatants on 
thy side, — Cased in mail (as ye are), begin ye the fight I*— 
The combatants then, entertaining cruel intensions, and aban* 

m 

. —■ 1 i '" , 

♦ For these names, vide note in jaage 76 anie^ Jihiehma Parvan . — T 
4 Jk slight difference of reading is noticeable in the first line of this 
verse betwee^tbe Bengal and the Bombay texts,— -T. 
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doning their very lives, all rushed against the Ptndavasi, mth 
standards upraised.^ The battle that took place then vras 
iierce and made the hair to stand on end. And the cars and 
elephants ait got mixed together.® And shafts with beautiful 
feathers, and endued with great energy and sharp points, shot 
by car-warriora, fell upon elephants and horses.* And when 
toe^ battle began in this way, the venerable Kuru grandsire, 
the mighty-armed Bhishma of terrible prowess, cased in mail, 
and taking up his bow, and approach'ing them, showered an 
arrowy downpour on the heroic son of SiibhadrA, and Bhima- 
sens, and the mighty car- warrior Arjuna, and the ruler of 
the Kekayas, and Virita, and Dhrishiadyumna of Prisha^ 
ta’s race, as also upon the Chedi and the Matsya warriors.*'"^ 
And that mighty array (of the PSndavas) wavered at the 
onset of that hero. And terrific was the encounter that took 
place between all thb combatants. And horse-inen and car* 
warriors and foremost of -steeds fell fast. And the car-divisions 
of the Panda vas began to fly away." Then that tiger among 
men, Arjuna, beholding that mighty car- warrior Bhishma, 
angrily said Luio him of Vrishni's race, — Proceed to the 
place where the grandsire is O thou of Vrishni’s race, it is 
evident that this Bhishma, with wrath excited, will annihi- 
late for Duryodhana’s benefit my host 'V And this Drona, 
andcKripsg and Galya, and Vikarna, O Janarddana, united 
Dhritarashtra's sons headed by Duryodhana,** and pro- 
tected by this firm bowman, will slaughter the Panchklas ! 
Even I, \herefoie, shall slay Bhishma for the sake of my 
troops, O Janarddana 1** — Unto him Vasudeva then said, — 
Be careful, O Dhauanjaya, for I will soon take thee, O hero, 
towards the grandsire a car — Having said this, O king, Cau- 
rin took that car, which was celebrated over the world, before 
the car of Bhishma.*® With numerous banners all waving, 
with steeds looking handsome like a flight of (white) cranes, 
with standard upraised on which was tho ape roaring fleroeiy,*® 
upon his lafge car of solar eflfulgence and whose rattle resem* 
bled the roar of tk3 clouds, slaughtering the Kaurava divisions 
and the Curusenas also, the son of Pkndii,** that enhancer of 
the joys of friends, speedily came to the encounter. Him {thus) 
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rnvMng impetuously like au infuriate elephant and (tbus)^ 
frightening in battle brave combatants and felling with 

his shafts, Bhishma the son of Cantanu, protected by the 
wsiriors headed by Saindhava and by the combatants of the 
East and the Sauviras and the Kekayas, encountered with 
great impetuosity. Who else save the Kuril grandsire and 
those car- warrior?, viz, Drona and Vikartaua’s son (Kama), are 
capable of advancing in battle against the bearer of the bow^ 
called Gandiva ? Theif, O great king, Bhishma the graud- 
sire of the Kauravas,*^"*® struck Arjuoa with seven tyseven 
arrows, and Drona (stuck hiin)with five and twenty, and Kripa 
with fifty and Duryodhana with four and sixty, and Gala 
with nine arrows ; and Droua’s son, that tiger among men, with 
sixty, and Vikarna with three arrows and Saindhava with 
nine, and Cakuni with five. And Ai tayani, (3 king, pierced 
F4ndu’s son with three broad-headed arrdws. And (though) 
pierced on all sides by' them vvitli jsharp* arrows, that great 
bowman,*** that mighty-armed (warrior), wavered not, like a 
mountain that is pierced (with arrows). Thereupon he, the 
diadem-decked, of immeasurable soul, O bull* of Bharatas 
race, in return pierced Bhishma with five and twenty, and 
Kripa with nine arro*ws, and Drona with sixty, O tiger among 
men, and Vikarna with three arrows ; and irtayfifui with three 
arrows, and the king (Duryodhana) also with five. tAnd 9heu 
Satyaki, and Virata, and Dhrishtadyumna of Prishatas 
and the sous of Draiij^adi, and Abhimanyu, ail surround- 
ed him, (proceeding to his support). Then tht3 prince of the 
Panchalas, supported by the Somakas, advanced towards the 
great bowman Drona who was engaged in seeking the welfare 
of Qanga’s son. Then Bhishma, that foremoM of car-warriors, 
speedily pierced the son of Paudu*^*** with eighty sharp arrows, 
upon which the combatants on thy side were much gratified. 
Hearing the shouts of those rejoicing warriors, that lion 
among car- warriors, Dhananjaya,**’** endued with great prow- 
ess, llien cheerfully entered into the midst of those Imus 

1 : 

^ ^ Iftie 20th verse in the Bengal texts consists of three lines. In the 

Bmbaj texti the half-«^Oil*a about does not occur.r^T. 
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among car- warriors; and sported with his bow, O king, (mi> 
cessivel^'^ aiming those mighty car-warriors. Then that ruler 
of men, king.Duryodhana, said unto Bhishma,** beholding hia 
own troops ,(thus) afflicted in battle by the son of Prithft,-— 
This mig'nty son of Paudu, O sire, accompanied by Krishna,^ 
felling all our troops, cutteth down our roots, even though 
thou, O sou of Qanga, and that foremost of car-warriors» 
Drona, ,ai^>live 1 ** O monarch, it is for thee only that this, 
Karna, laying aside his weapons, doth not fight wiih the 
sons of Pritha in battle, (though) he is ever a well-wisher of 
mine V Do, therefore, that, O son of G^mga, by which 
Phalguua may be slaiu ! — Thus addressed, O king, thy sii*e 
Devavruta,** saying, — Fie to Kehatriyii uba*jes, then pro- 
ceeded towards Fartha’s car. And ail the kings, O monarch, 
seeing both those warriors with white steeds yoked unto tiieir 
cars, stationed (for battle), set up loud leonine loars, and also 
bleew their conchs, O tire ! And Drona's son, and Duryo- 
dhana, and thy sun Vikarna,^^ surruundiug Bhishma in that 
combat^, stood, O sire, for battle. And so all the Pandavas, 
surrounding Dkauanjaya,** stood for fierce conflict. And the 
battle then commenced. And the son of Ganga pierced 
Partha in that combat with nine shafts.*** And Arjiitia pierc- 
ed him in retfarn with ten shafts penetrating into the very 
vltab. Ttrm with a thousand arrows, well shot, Paudii’s 
R qii** Arjuna, famed for his skill in battle, shrouded Bhishma 
on all sides. That arrowy net, however, of Partha, O king, 
Bhishma* tbe son of Cantami baffled with an arrowy net (of 
bis own). And both well-pleased, and both delighting in 
battle,**^* fought with each other without each gaining any 
tidvautage over the other, and each desirous of counteracting 
the other s feats. And the successive flights of arrows shot 
from Bhishma’s bow** were seen to be dispersed by the shafts 
of Arjuna. And so the flights of arrows shot by Arjuna,*^ cut 
ofif by the arrows of Ganga's son, all ftsll down on the ground* 
And Arjuna pierced Bhishma with five and twenty ajrowa 
of sharp points.** And Bhishma too, in that combat, pierced 
P&rtha in. return with nine arrows. And those two mighty 
wurriors, those chastisers of foes, piercing each other's steedi^ 
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and Ibtoa tlie fthafts and the wheels of each other*i^ ^ars/ began 
te Then, O king, Bhisbma, that foremu >t of smiters,***^ 

attrndc Yasadeva between his two breasts with three arrowa 
And the slayer of Madhu, struck with those shafts ^hot from 
Bhiilima*8 bow,*^ shone in that battle, O king, like a fluwert 
ittg Kinguka, Then Arjuna, indignant at seeing Madhava 
pierced, •• pierced in that combat the charioteer of Ganga’s gon 
with three arrows. And both heroes, striving with each other 
. against each other's oar,*** succeeded not in taking aim at 
each other in the combat. And in consequence of the abi- 
lity and dexterity of the charioteers of both those warriors, 
both displayed, O king, beautiful circles and advancings 
and retrcafcings in respect of their moving cars. And, O 
monarch, seeking the opportinity to strike,*^®* they frequently 
changed positions, O king, for obtaining what they sought. 
And both the b^^rocs blew their conchs, mingling that blare 
.with their leonine roars.** And t^oso mighty car-warriors 
twanged their bows, both in the same manner. And with the 
blare of their conehs and the rattle of their car- wheels^’ the 
very Earth was suddenly rent. And it began tremble and. 
produce subterranean noises. And nobodjs O bull of Bhara-» 
ta's race, could detect any latches in cither of them.** Both 
of them possessed of great might and great couraije in battle, 
each was other’s match. And by (the sipfht of) his»standA-d 
alone, the Kaurava.s could approach him (for aid).f’ An^^Sb 
the Fandavas approached Pritha’s son (for aid), guided by his 
standard only. And beholding, O kiug^, the •prowess thus 
displayed by those two foremost of men,*^* O Bharata, all 
crea^iures (present) in that battle were tilled with wonder. 
And none, O Bharata, observed any diffeicme between the 
two, **< just as none finds any transgression in a person obser- 
vant of morality. And both of them (at times) became per- 
fectly invisible in consequence of clouds of arrows.** And! 
BOCn enc^gb both of .them in that battle became visible. 
And thq gods with the Oandharvaa and the ChdranoSj i&d 
thir great .Stasis,** beholding their prowess ,»saM unto one * 
anethocT-^These mighty car- warriors, when excited with rege, ' 
arc Inoapidile of ever being vanquished in battle ^ by all 
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* worlds gods, the Abutm, and th« 

This highly wonderful battle would be wonderful in all 4}|;| 

worlds.** Indeed, a battle such as this will never tahe 

again. JShiahma is incapale of being conquered in combht trg 

Prith&*8 son of great intelligence,** showering his arropraiii 

battle, with bow and car and steeds. So also that great biW’- 

in^n, the son of Pandu, incapable of being vanquished i|i 

battle by the very god-?,*’ Bhishma is not competent to con* 

quer in combat. As long as the world itself will last, so long 

will this battle continue oqualiy !‘* — We heard these words, 

O king, fraught with the prai<?es of Ganca h son and Arjuna 

in battle, bniited abo\it there.*’ Aucl while those two were 

engaged in displaying their prowess, other warriors of thy 

side and of the Pandavas. O Baarata, slew one another in 

battle,’* with sharp-edge 1 seimitars, and polished battle-axes, 

and innumerable arfows and diNor-^e kinds of weapons.’* And 

the brave combatanfs both armies cut one another tlown, 

« 

while that terrible and munkrous eonthet lasted. And the 
encomiter also* O king, that took )dae*> between Droua and 
^ the prince of Vhe Pauchalas, was awful ’* 


Section LIII. ^ 

^ “DhrHartlshtra shid, — *Tell me, O Sanjaya, bow that great 
Dyona and the Panehala prinec of Prishata’s race 
encounter each other in battle, each stri\ ing his best.* I regard 
Destiny to be J%uperior, O Sinjay. to exertion, when C&ntanu’s 
son Bhishma feven) could not escape Pandu s son in battle !* 
Indeed, Bhishma, when enraged in battle, could destroy all 
mobile and immobile creature'-. Why, O Sanjaya,* could h® 
Bot then, by his prowess, esea^x* the son of P&ndu in batjile ?’• 
^‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Liston, O kinsr, cpiietly to this terriho 
battle. The son of Pandu is incapable of being vauqnisbed 
by the very gods w^th Vasava * Drona with diverge arrows 
pierced Dhrishtadyti|nna, ^l|pd felled the latter's charioteer 
* from his ntche the car.**"^ And. O 'sire, the enraged heto 

♦ la first line of the Gth verse, the true reading is ^ovIcilMlIs 
and not T. 
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Dlarisliiadjramsa’s'four steeds with four exoeUfmA 
UMftiC* ^ And the heroic Dhrishtadyumna too pien^ Droofi ^ 
la that combat with nine sharp arrows and addressed him, say* 
Ihg,— Wmt , — WaitJ’ — Then, again, Bharadwaja's^soa of great 
^owees and itameasorablo soul, covered with his afrows the 
Wrathful Dhristadyuinna.” And he took up a dreadful arrow 
fbr the destruction of Prishata’s son, whose force resembled that 
of Cakra's bolt and which was like a second rod tf^ealih.* 
And beholding that aritiw aimed by BharadwsLja in battle,^ 
loud cries of oh nftd aids arose, O BLarata, among all the 
combatants.'^ And then we beheld the wonderful prowess of 
Dhrishtadyumna insotiuich that that hero stood alone, im- 
movable like a mountain." And he cut off that terrible and 
blazing arrow coming towards him like his own Death, and ^ 
also showered an arrowy down-pour on Bhatadwaja’s son.'* 
And beholding that dillicult feat achieved*by Dhrishtadyumna, 
^the Panchalas with the Pandavas, filTed with delight, set 
up loud shouts.^* And that, prince, endned with great 
prowess, desirous of slaying Drona, hurled at* him a ^art of 
great impetuosity, decked with gold and atones of lapis 
lazuli/^ ThorcMipou the son of Bharadwaja, smilihg the 
while, cut off into *three fiagmcnts that dart decked witli 
gold that was conirtig to'\\ards him impctuou»ly.'* Behold- 
ing his dart thus bafllecl, Dhri^iitadyumna of grej^t preyv'ess 
rained arrowy down- pours on Drona, O king '• Then that 
mighty car-warrior Drona, b.iflhng that arrowy shower, cutoff, 
when the opportunity presented, the bow of Drup&da’s son.'^ 
His bow (thus) cut otY in the couibat, that mighty warrior of 
great fame hurled at Drona a heavy mace* endued with the 
istrength of the mouutain,'* And hurled froip his bsmds, that 
mace coursed through the air for Drona's destruction. And 
then we beheld the wonderful pro^vess of Bharadwaja's son.'* 
By» (the) lightness ('of his cars motion), he baffled that 
mace decked with gold, and having baffled it, he shot at 
Prismata’s ^on*® many shafts of sharp edge, welf-temperedf fur- 
liifished with golden wings, and whetted on ston^. And these, 
"paneflrating through Parshata’s* coat of mail, ^ank his blood 
in that battle,^ Then tho high-soulod Dhristadyufloano, taking 
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«p dootb^r bow. utd pntUag forth bui provMn, fiionMl fyAtik 
ia that 4nbounter with five shaffca** And then thoM twd 
among men. .both covered with blood, looked faeaatifiid. 
two blosaonwng Kiriftiiaa in spring variegated with flowena**' 
Then, Cf king, excited with wrath and putting forth hie pro* 
wees at the head of hi^ divison, Drona once more cut off 
bow of Drupada's aou.*^ Aad then that hero of immeoauv* 
ablo sopl Vsovered that warrior whoae bow waa out off, witll 
innumerable straight arrows like tho clouds showering min on. 
a mouataia.*’ And he also felled his foe's eharioteer froin bin 
niche in tho car. And his four steeds, too, with four sharp 
arrows,’* Drona felled in that combat and sot up a leonins 
roar. And with another shaft he cut off the leathern fenoa 
that cosed Dhrishtojclyumnas hand.**’ His bow cut off, de- 
prived of car, his steeds slain, and charioteer overthrown, tho 
prince of Panchala aliglited from his car, maco in hand, dis- 
playing great prowdss *• But before he could come down* 
from his car, O Bhara^a, Drona with his shafts cut off that 
mace ij^to fragments. This feat seemed wonderful to ua** 
And then the mighty prince of tho Panchalas, of strong arms, 
taking a largo and beautiful shield decked with a hundred 
moons, and a large scimitar of beautiful make,*^’® rushed impe- 
tuously from desire of slaying Drona, like a hungry lion in the 
forest towards an infuriate elephant.*^ Then wonderful was 
t he p rowess that vre behold of Bharadwaja's son. and his light- 
ness (of band) in the tise of weapons, as also the strength of 
his arrasf O Bharata,” inasmuch as, alone, ho checked Prii- 
ehata’s son with a shower of arrows. And althongh possessed 
of great might in battle, he was unable to proceed further,** 
And we beheld tfac mighty car-warrior Dhrlshtadjrumna stay- 
ing where he did and warding off those clouds of arrows with his 
shield, using his arms with great dexterity.'* Then the mighty- 
armed Bhima endued with great strength quickly came thgfe^ 

e Both the Bengal and the Boiroay texts read haMchek^pem. This 
ia inedrrect ; the Bnrdwan Pnndita correctly read ha$tavApam,^lX^ 

'^'The Bengal te I* ts read rane ; the Bombay edi- 

tion reads Caiaei^drameha Vkdnumat. The Bnrdwan reading I* better 
than boib^ i‘at<ich(mdram manorarnmn^ I adopt the Ua|«-^Tf» 
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aiding in battle the liigh«ibiiled eon of Brishiateb 
Sad lie pierced Drona, O king, with aeven ehai^-^tited 
eiMwe^ and speedily caused Prishata’s sou to he iakea up dd 
cm:.** Then king Duryodhana urged the ruler of the 
Kaliugae supported by a large ^division, for the prot^tion of 
Bharadwhja^s sou.*^ Then that terrible and mighty di'dstbu 
of the Kfdingas, O ruler of men, rushed against Bhima at# 
jthe command of thy son.** And Drona then, that ibramost of 
^car-warriors, abandoning the prince of Panchala, encountered 
Tir&ta aud Drupada together.** And Dhishtadynmna also 
proceeded to support king Yudhishthira in battle. Aud then 
commenced a fierce battle, making* the hair to stand on end/^ 
between the Kalingas and the high-sou led Bhima, a battle 
that was destructive of the universe, terrific, and awful !' 


Section LIV. 

^^Dhritarashtra said, — ^How did the rider of the Kalingfas, 
that commander of ‘a large division, urged By my spn, and 
supported by his troops, fight in battle with the»mighty Bhima- 
sens of wonderful feats, that hero wandering over the field 
of battle with his mS.ee like Death himself club in hand ?’*"• 
**SaQjaya said, — fcTtms urged by thy son, © gn^at king, 
the mighty king of the Kalingas, accompanied py a ^arge 
army* advanced towards Bhima’s car.* And Bhimasena then^O 
l^hftrata, supported by the Chedis, rushed towards that^large 
and mighty army of* the Ksilingas, abounding* with cars, 
steeds, and elephants, and armed with^ mighty weapons, and 
ads'ancing towards him with Ketumat the f on of the king of 
tbe^ Niah&das.*"* And Crutayus also, excited wfth wrath, 
accoutred iu mail, followed by his troops in battle-array, and 
accompanied by king Ketumat, came before Bhima in battle.* 
lilCid the ruler of the Kalingas with dliuy thousands of cars, 
and Ketumat with ten thousand elephants and the Nishbdae,* 
surrcuuded Bhimasena, 0 king, on all sides. the Ohedia, 

j^tl|#^Matsyas, aud the Karushas, with ^^n\psena at their 
^Jicact’ and with many kings, impetuously rushed against the 
Hii^dydaia And then commenced the battle, fierch and tern- 









ble/ between the warriors rushing at one another frbm 
of slaui^tcr, Aud* terrific was the battle that su4dtMl^ 
took place between Bhiina and his foes/^ resembling t&O 
battle, O great king, between ludra and the mighty host of 
Diti's sons. Anti loud became the uproar, O Bhirata, of that 
mighty army struggling in battle, that cesombled the sounll 
0 ot the roaring ocean. Aud the combatants, O king, cutting 
one another, made the whole tiehl resemble a cremato<<» 
rlum strewn with flesh and blood. And tho combatants, ini« 
polled by the desire of slaughter, could not distinguish friend 
from foe,** And those brave warriors, incapable of being 
easily defeated in battle, oven began to strike down their own 
friends. Aud territie was tho collision that ttx)k place bo^ 
tween tho few and the many,** — between tho Chedis (on the 
one side) and th‘e Kalingas and the Nishadas, O king, (on the 
other). Displaying their manliness to the best of their power, 
the mighty** Chedis,** abandoning Bhirnasena, turned back* 
And %vhen the Chodis ceased to follow him, the son of Panda, 
encountering all'the Kalingas, di<l not turti back, depending 
upon the inighUof his own arms. Indeed, tho mighty Bbima- 
aeua mdved not, but- from the terrace of his car covered 
the division of the Kalin gas with showers of sharp arrows* 
Then that mighty bowman, the king of the Kalingas, and that 
car-iyarrior„ his son,** known by the name of Cakradeva, both 
began to strike the son of Panda with thfdr shafts. And 
the mighty-armed Bhiina, shaking his beautiful bow,** and 
depending * on ^hc Tnight of his own arms, fought with 
Kitlinga. Aud Cakradeva, shooting in that battle innumeif* 
able arrows,*® slew bhirnasena’^ steeds with them. And be- 
holding Aat chastiser of foes Bhirnasena deprived of, his 
car,** Cakradeva rushed at him, shooting sharp arrows. And 
upon Bhirnasena, O great king, the mighty Cakradeva^ 
showered arrowy downpours like the clouds after sumtnoir is 
gone. But the mighty Bhirnasena, staying on his car , whose 
steedo had bcem^slain,** hurled at Cakradeva a mace ’made of 
the hardest irop. ^nd slain by that mace, O king, the sOn*' 
of the ruler of tho Kalingas, .from his car,** fell down oii the 
ground, With bis standard and charioteer, Then that mighty . 



the king of the Kalingas^ beholding his own son 
fyQi|i»*F surrounded Bhima on all sides with ma^j* thousands 
dI cars. Then the mighty-armed Bhima endued with great 
strength^ abandoning mace, took up a scimitar, desirous of 
aobieving a fierce feat. And that bull among men also took: 
upi O king, an incomparable shield made of bull’s hide,**^’ 
and decked with stars and crescents made of gold. And the 
ruler of the Kalin gas also, excited with wrath, and rubbing' 
his bowstring,®® and taking up a terrible arrow (deadly) as 
poison of the snake, shot it at Bhimasena, desirous^ as that 
monarch was of sla3’ing (the Pandava).®® That sharp arrow, 
thus shot and coursing irnpctuousl\*, Bhimasena, O king, cut 
in twain with his huge sword.^® And filled with delight he set 
up a loud shout, terrifying the troops. And the ruler of the 
Kalingas, excited with rage in that combat with Bhimasena,*® 
quickly hurled at him fourteen bcardo/i darts whetted on 
stone. The mighty-armed son of Pandii, however, with that 
best of scimitars, foarlcssl}' cut flito fragments in a trice, 
O king, those darts while coursing through .the welkin and 
before they could roach him. And having in that battfe (thus) 
cut off those fourteen darts, Bliima,®®'®* that bull amc^ng men, 
beholding Bhanumitt, rushed at him. Bhamimat then cover- 
ed Bhima with a sli^wer of arrows,®* and set ug a loud shout, 
making the welkin rcvsound with it. Bhima, however, in that 
fierce battle, could not bear that leonine shoutf®* Hftnself 
endued with a Iq^d voice, he also shouted very loudlyw ibnd 
at those shouts of liis,' the army of the Kalingas Ijjecarae filled 
with fear.** In that battle they' no btuger regarded Bhima, 

O bull among men, as a human being. Then, O great king. « 
having uttered a loud shout, Bhima, sword in h^nd, impe- 
tuously jumping on (Bhanumat’s) excellent elephant aided by 
the latter’s tusks, gained, O sire, the back of that prince of 
tuskers,** and with his *huge sWord cut Bhanumat, dividing 
him in the middle. That chastiser of foes then, having (thus) 
slain in battle the prince of the Kalingas, next**® made, his 

\ In the first line of 39, the c^rect reading^is ^rishond and not 
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upon thdaock of that elephant. His head out oC iiiatyilil# 
of eiephaais fell down with a loud roar,^ like a mrested lUvIiiM 
tidn (whose base is) eaten away by the impetuous (margtm (fif 
the) sea. And jumping down, O Bhhrata, from that lanilllt 
elephant, that prince of Bharata’s raoe,^^ of undepMMid 
soul, stood on the ground, sword in hand and acoootied itt 
gtia:^ (as before). And felling numerous elephants on alt side^ 
he wanefered (over the Bold), making many paths (for hiia* 
self).** *And then he seemed to be like a moving wheel of fliU 
alanghtering whole divisions of cavalry, of elephants, and 
oars, and large bodies of infantry. And that lord among men^ 
the mighty Bhima, was seen to move over tho field with tho 
activity of the hawk,'^^*^^ quickly cutting off in that battle^ 
with his sharp-edged sword, their bodies and beads, as also 
those of the comba^nts on elephants.'^* A combatant on 
foot, excited with ragf\ all aloue> and like Yama at the sea** 
soi^ of the universal di^aolhtlon, he struck terror into his foes 
and confounded those brave warriors.** Only they that were 
senseless rushed^witn loud shouts at him wandering in that 
great battle with imp^etuosity, sword in hand.*^ And that 
grinder of foes, .endued with great strength, cutting off the * 
shafts and yok^s of warriors on their cars,. slew those warriora 
also.^* And Bhimasena was seen, O Bhirata, to display 
diverSc kinas of motions there. He wheeled about, and 
wfa&lei! about on high, and made side thru^, and jumped 
forward, and ^ran above, and leapt high:** And, O.Bh&rat% 
he was also seen to rc.sh forward and rush upward. And 
some mangled by ^hc high-souled son of Pandu by meaM 
of 'his excellent sword, shrieked aloud, struck at their vitito 
or fell down, deprived of life. And many elephants, O BhirmtUk . 
Bc^e with' trunks and the extremities of their tasks ouk ^ 
"ofl^ and others having their temporal globes cat open, dspiitml . 
of riders, slew their own ranks and fell down, utterjuf iaadr / 
And broken lances, O king, and the hea^ of aii#« , 
phantrdrivers, and beautiful housings of elephants, and 
ri*st>leiidant witfi gold/* and eoClars, and darts, aad y a Kf|%^^ 
and quivers, diverse kinds of machines, and beautU^ ^ f 
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Mb of diverae «li«ps« aad liiltA 
‘•ram aa«i bjr ua failing down' or (alraady). fftibd alonjl 
%iil| ina«nl of ateeda. And wiUi elephanta (lyiog d,own> bavitlf 
maiMNl parta and hind parta of their bodies and theft* trdftiOl 
MkoC Or entirely slain,** the field seemed to be strewn ^itft 
And that bull among men, having thus cruaheil 
ijkMiJhoge elephants, next crushed the steeds also.*^« ^ndr*0 
that hero also felled the foremost of cavalry soldierSL 
A^ the battle, O sire, that took place between him and 
tlMMn was fierce in the extreme.** And hilts and traceSt 
and saddle girths resplendant with gold, and covers for tbo 
hacks of steeds, and bearded darts, and costly swords,** 
and coats of mail, and shields, and beautiful oruamOnts^ 
ware seen by us strewn over the ground in thaft great battle/* 
And he caused the earth to be strews over (with blood) 
as if it were variegated with lilies. And •the mighty son of 
Pindu, jumping high and dragging some car- warriors down, 
wiAh his sword felled them along with (their) sTbandards^ Fre** 
quently jtimping up or rushing on all sides, thsit hero endued! 
with great activity ,***•• wandering along many routes, ^caused 
the combatants to b^ amazed. And some he slew by his legs, 
and dragging down«others he pressed them down under thd 
eartlu** And others he cut off with bis sword, and^others^ he 
frightened with his roars. And others he threw down on the 
gsnand by the force of bis thighs (as he ran).** And others 
beholding him, fied aw&y in terror. It was thus *tbat that 
iMt force of the Kalingas endued with* great activity,** sur* 
romding the terrible Bhimasena in battle, rushed at him. 
Then, O bull of Bharata’s race, beholding Cwtayiislf at the 
bead ef the Kalinga troops, Bhimasena rushed at him. And 
seeing him advancing, the ruler of the Kalingas, of im^ 
measiirabte soul, pierced Bhimasena between his two breasts 
wiHi nine arrows. Struck with those shafts shot by the ruler 
pf tiie Kalingas, like an elephant pierced with the hook/*^* 
Blfolwena blazed up with wrath like fire fed jvith fuel. TCen 
4i0Cfol$ that best of charioteers, bringing a car dclbked wHb 
gc114| natised Bhima to mount on it. And thereupon ttm% 
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mlayer of foes, tbe son of Kuati. iq»eedi]]r BMUMi t ei 
osr.**^* *Af»d*then he rushed *t the ruler td the KeKupw^.Mlbt 
iag,-—Trait, Fait> And then the mighty nrfdttilt'. ■ 

with wrath, jahat at Baima inanj sharp arrows, diapkgriiif^ihit 
lightness* of hand. And that mighty warrior, Bhitii% 
struck with those nine sharp arrows shot by Kalinga firom hii^ 
excellent bcw, yielded to threat wrath, O king,^Uke a emlM 
struck yieh a rod.’‘*’* Then that foremost of mighty 
Bhima the son of Priiha, exciteii with rage, and drawing hla 
bow with great strength, slew the ruler of the Kalingae witll 
eeven shafts made wholly of iron.^* And with two shafi4S 
be slew the two mighty protestors of the car-wheels of KUiii<» 
ga. And he also despatched Satyadcva and Satya to tb# 
abode of Yama.^‘ Of unmeasurable soul, Bhima also, witib 
many sharp arrows and long shafts, caused Ketumat to repair 
1 |Hto Yama's abod Thoii the Kshatriyas of the KaJinga^ 
country, excited witrh rage, 'and supported by many thou* 

' eands of combatauti>, encountered the wrathfui Bhimaseiu^ 
in batUc.^^ Aiill armed with darts and maces and scimitarw 
and lances aud*:>vvords and battle-axes, the 'Kalingas, O king, 
hundreds upon hundreds, surrounded Bnimasena.''* Baffling 
that risen shower of arrows, that mighty warrior then took- 
up his mace ^aud jumped down <trom Kis car) with greats 
^And Bhima then desjmtchcii seven iiundred heroew 
to Yama’s abode. And ihat grinder of foes despatched, in 
addi^on, two thousand Kalingas to the region of Death, And^ 
that feat Sbcmc«i highly wonderful. And it was thus that tbe^ 
heroic Bhima of terrible prowess repeatedly felled in battkr 
large bands of the Kalingas. And elephants deprived by 
Phndu*B 8t>n, in that battle, of their riders, *•"*• and affliotoA 
with arrows, wandered on the field, treading down their cw% 
ranks and uttering doud roars, like masses of clouds ditVfh^ 
by the wind.** Then the mighty-armed Bhima, Boiuutar im 
band, and filled with delight, blew his conch of ierrib/e 
new** And writh that blare he caused the hear^ of 

- , ^ ‘ --i 

M a SamuehoehHtdm or JSamuUhitam^ mvautug risen, is scarcely d bapflb 
.{l^ectlvf 1|ere,-T. . ^ ' 



.Aifaifir timpB ^ quake with fe&r. And, O dbastle^ fiMt 
Katinj^aa the samer time to be deprived ^ief 

eeaee.^* And all the combatants and all* the animail 
iribeok with terron And in consequence of Bhimaaenk wandei^ 
that battle through many paths or rushing on *all eidea 
jKke a prince of elephants, or frequently jumping up, a trance 
eeemed to be engendered there that deprived his foes of th^ 
wennea**^’ And the whole (Kalinga) army, shook ttitli terror 
Bhimasena, like a large lake agitated by an alligaton** 
And struck with panic in conse(|iicnce of Bhima of wonder^ 
Yul achievements, all the Kalinga combatants ded away iC 
Ml direotioas. When, however, tney were rallied again, 
,the commander of the Paudava army (Dliri&htadyumna), O 
Bhkrata, ordered his own troops, saying, — Hear- 
ing the words of their coimnander, many leaders (of the Pi.li- 
dava army) headed by Oikhaudin approachbd Bhima, supported 
iy many car-divi-jions accompUshed ^iu sAiiting,*^ And Pin- 
dii^a son king Yndhishthira tne just followed all of them behind 
with a large elephant force of the color of tlie clouds,**^ And 
Ithus urging all his divisions, the sou of Prishafa, surrounded 
4>y many excellent warriors, took upon himself the proteq- 
i^Oii of one of the wings of Bhimasena.^*® There exists no-^ 
Imdy on earth, save^Bhima and Satyaki, who td the prince of 
tile Pauchalas is dearer than his very life.** That# slayea of 
hostile heroes, the sou of PrLshata, beheld the mighry-qpueti 
Bbknaseua, that slayer of foes, wandering among the Kalin^ 
He set up many shouts, O king,^ and Vas filled with 
doiigbt, O chastiser, of foes. Indeed, he bjew his conch in 
Jiattle and uttered a •leonine roar.®* And Bhimasena also, 
heb'olding • the red standard of Dhrishtadyuftina on his ca^ 
d^ked with gokl and unto which were yoked steeds white as 
pigeoCB, became oomforted.'f*®’^ And Dhrishtudyurana of im- 
SttOC^utable soul, beholding Bhimasena encountered by the 
IBktiugas, rushed to the battle for his rescue.** A^^d both those 

^ - ■ - 

U the wing or side of ^ car-warrior.« Tfie last word tf 

not 8atpvLru$h<Kkiiam but Satpurushairvritam^-^T, 
is a tpeuiea of ebony called JSaMnia Variepatu*>^T 4 


Imim DhnabWyiimim ind Yiikodaur^ 
mei^» twKoldi&g Sityaki at a distaaea, fufjoatty ^'Ttririttiiit 
tha Kaliaags m battle.** And that ball among iMW 
{grand) eon M Cini, that foresaoit of rictoiioug wamoia* qaitil% 
hdvaneing to the spot, took up the wing of both Bhima ttsA 
BriLshaWs son.^®* Bow in baud, creating a great hatoo IhiiNl 
aq^ making himself fierce in the extreme, he began to alqg 
the enom^ in battle.^*^ And Bhima caused a river to ftow 
there of bloody current, mingled with the blood and flesh ct tM 
warriors born in Kalinga^^* And beholding Bhitaasena than* 
the troops cried aloud, O king, saying,— TAis is jDsafA kinm^ 
^hat is fighting in Bhima 8 shape with t?ie KalingOMp^ 
Then C&ntanu's son Bhishma, hearing those cries in battital» 
quickly proceeded towards Bhima, himself surrounded OO all 
sides with combatants in array.^®* Thereupon, Sityaki* and! 
Bhismosena and Dhnshtadyuinna of Prishata's race, ruahofl 
towards that car of Bhi^bma decked with gold.*** And all m 
them, quickly surrounding Ganga’s son in battle^ pierced 
Bhis|il^a, each with three terrible shafts, without losing m 
monimt.’^* Thy sire Devavratn, however, in return pmaod 
each^^ those mighty bowmen striving (in battle) with Ihrsa 
straight shafts.**^ And checking those 'mighty oar-wampta 
with thousands of arrows, iie slew with his shafts the steeds of 
Bhhna do;ked with golden armour.*®* Bhima, however, en* 
d«ied with great energy, staying on that car whose steeds had 
been slain, with great impetuosity hurled a dart at Bbisiiina's 
car.*** ’Thy sife Devavrata then, in that battle, cut off tllid 
dart in twaiu before it could reach him, and thereupon it 'Ml 
down on the eurih.**® Tnen that bull among men, Bhitnasoiii^ 


taking up a h&avy and mighty mace made of Caiiya Iroii 
speedily jumoed down from his car.*** And DbrishtadytUHOb^ 
quickly taki^ uflj that foremost of car- warriors on his own <Mr» 
took away, in the very sight of all the eombatanlOi tlikt 
iwoowned wan^or.^'* And Sktyaki then, from desire of ^Mmg 


whot wao agr^ealM^to Bhima, felled with his shafts the o|fariot* 
eer of tbo * j#6v€ff end Kuru i^^andsire.*** Upon his citaHoMfe 
being sl^d^tliat foremost of osTr warriors, Bhisbmk, 
iway from the field of baitle l^y bi* ttesds with the q^todtf 



pii pin 1 ^‘ i i '^. JWMBMIi ll BiAViCi Wd|' 

§im90»Aif*^ Attd wh^n mghtf ear^fk«tiof <itilii|fl>|fAM 
#lNi|^A0m the field, Bhimaseaa then, O 'iBOiiai^ch,,*l;>faeed*rlq|^ 
mie in fire while coesuming dry graes/'* .And eteyho# 

4l>hfatt Kaliugas, he stayed in the*midst of the troo|tj9, and iKMeet 
#%allof Bharata’s race, of thy side ventured to Aitbi»tiia4 
jUtfa^ And worshipped by the Panchi^las and the lCai3yail 
of Bharata's race, he embraced Dbrishtadyumna a^ 
*lribi0a approached Satyaki/^' And Satyaki, that tiger, among 
iha ITadus, of prowess iacapable of being baffled, then glad«* 
idbning Bhimaseoa, said unto him, in the presence of Dhrish* 
Aadyumna, (these words).''* — By good luck tiie king of the 
Kalingas, and Kebumat the prince of the Kaiingas, and Cakra^^ 
4hva also^f that country, and all the Kalingas, have been slain 
in battle !"* With the might and prowess of thy arms, by 
thee alone, hath been crushed the very large division of the 
iKaiingas that abounded with elephants asd steeds and care, 
mud with noble warriors, and heroic coihbatants 1'*® — Having 
•aid this, the long-armed grandson of Cini, that chastiser, of 
folfis,**' qtiickly getting upon his car, embrsCced the ,son of 
P&ndu, And then that mighty car-warrior, coming back to 
Aim own car, began to slay tny troops, excited with ralge and 
atrengtheniifg (the Bauds of ) Bhima.' 

Section LV, 

^’Sanjaya said, — ‘When the forenoon of that day had passed 
away, O Bharata, au'd when the destrnctipn cars, ele* 
ijMUite, steeds, foot-soldiers, and horse-soldiers, proceeded on,* 
lAe prince of Panchala engaged in battfe with these three 
niighty car- warriors, viz, Drona’s son, Cal^^a, and •the high- 
Kripa.* And the mighty heir of Pauchala's king with 
^maay sharp shafts, slew the steeds of Dronas son that were 
/^IHdebrated over all the world.* Deprived then of his animals, 

^ ' f " ’"gi I i ■ 

' a I have followed the Bengal teste in numbering the verses iticladed 
eeotion* All minor differences of reading,^ a^in, between the 
published texts have necessarily not been noticed in 1i%e 



Prdna^s aon« quickly getting up ou Calya^a car, 
hie shafi& 6n 'the heir of the P&nohkia king.* And 
Dhrishtadyitrpna engaged in battle with Drona'e* sou, 'imi 
eon of Sut>hadr&, O Bhirata, quickly carne up, scattering hSi 
^harp atrows.* And, O bull of Bharatas race, he pierc^t 
Calya with hve and twenty, and Kripa with nine arrows, amA 
A^watthaman with eight.* Drona’s son, however, quickly 
pierced.Afjuna 8 son with (rOany) winged arrows, and d^yk 
pierced him with twelve, an<l Kripa with three sharp arrows*^ 
Thy grandson Lakshtnana then, beholding Siibhadrkjs 90^ 
engaged in battle, ruNhed at him. c.xoited with rage. Axuf 
4he battle com me need between them* And the son of 
Duryodhana, excited with rage, pierced Subhadra's^n witlt 
sharp shafts iu that combat. And that (ft‘at). O king^ 
seemed highly* wonderlul.^ ^ne light-handed Abhimanytt 
then, O bull of Bhurata’s race, excited with rage, quickly 
pierced his cousin vfith live hundred arrows.*® Lakshmano^ 
4also, with his shafts, then cut off his (cousins) bow-staff a6 
the middle, at i^diich, O monarch, all the people sent forth 
a loud shout ** I, Then tiiat &la 3 'er of hostile heroes, the son 
of Subtiadra, leaving a.'-ido that broken bow, took up another 
that was beautiful and tougher,*** And thereupon those two 
bulls among men, thus engaged in combat and desirous of 
counteracting each other’s feats, pierced each other with sharp 
shafts.** King l)ur\N7dhana then, O monarch, beholding his 
xniglity son thus afflicted by thy grandson (Abhimanyu), 
proceeded th»t npot,** And when thy son turned (towardi 
thfkt spot), all the king's surrounded the son of Arjiina on eveijf 
wide with crowds of cars,** Incapable of being defeated ill 
battle ami equal^in prowess unto Krishna himself, that hettH 
O king, thus surrounded by those heroes, was not agitated 
in the least.^* Then Dhananjaya, beholding Subhadrk's SeA 
engaged iu battle, rushed to that spot, excited with Wrathl 
desirous of rescuing bis own son.*^ Thereupon the kings (oat 

.. - .. .. ^ 

reading Veg^yattarm ie better. Literally, it 
*N3apabl# wf imparting a greater impetus.’* To avoid auch peripliffi s 
% render it ^ttonghcr.*’— T. ^ ^ b S 
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^e), headed by Bhishma and Drona and with (Umin 
^^banto, and steeda, rnahed iinpetuoualy at Savyaliohin*^^ 
th*n a thick earthy dust, suddenly raised by^ foot-soldiemi 
1^ steeds and cars and cavalry troopers, covering the skyr 
appeared on the viow/^ And those thousands of dephaata 
lp;ul hundreds of kings, when they came within reach of 
Acuna's arrows, were all unable to make any further ad*>^ 
Y^nce.*^ And all creatures there setup loud wailSj^and lile 
points of the compass Ijecamc dark. And then the trans^ 
gression of the Kurus assumed a fierce and dreadful aspect 
00 regards its consequnces.^*‘ Neither the welkin, nor the 
oardinal points of the compass, nor the earth, nor the siin^ 
OOuld be distinguished, O best of men, in consequence of iho 
arrows shot by Kiritin.-|-^* Ami many were the elephants there 
deprived of the standards (on fheir backs), and* many car- war- 
riors also, deprived of their steeds. And •some leaders of car- 
divisions were seen wandering, having abandoned their cars.** 
And other car-warriors, deprived of*ihcir cars, were seen to 
IfOnder hither and thither, weapon in hand, and their^ arms 
graced with Angadab,^^ And riders of steeds ahandoning their 
ateeds and elephant-riders abandoning their elephants, from 
^ar of Arjuna, O kiu^, Hed away in all directions.** And kin^ 
wore seen felled or falling from cars and elephant and steeds 
ia consequence of Arjuna's shafts.** And Arjuna, assuming 
a fierce countenance, cut off with his terrible shafts, the 
upraised arms of warriors mace in grasp, and arms bdB.ring 
swords, O king, or clasts, or (juivers, or shafts, or hows, or 
hooks, or standards, all over the tield.*^*** And spiked maces 
broken into fragments, and nuillets, O %ire, and bearded 
darts, and short arrows, and swords also, in that* battle,** 
and sharp-edged battle-axes, and lances, O Bharata, and 
shields broken into pieces, and coats of mail also, O king,J*® 

a A literal rendering of the becond line of 21 would be uuintel- 
Tttence I have done it rather fieely.— T. • 

t '!lilie sense is that all these were entiiely shrouded by Aiguna’s 

drrow*.— T. 

true reading is Chctnuantiffi and. not F<X7*matidfn ; also bhwn/im 
gft and bhutaU,-^T, 
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ttild Atandarda, %ad waapana df all kiad« tln^im, 
limbrellia fuMisliad with golden ^vea, and iiwn Jho^S j 
O Bh&rata,*^ >nd goada and whips, and traaea alaOi Q 
were seen Bprewn over the field of battle in heaps,** Tli^ilNV 
was no ifian in thj army, O sire, who could advance ifldlNli 
the heroic Arjuna in battle.** Whoever, O king, advand^ 
^g|in8t Pritha’s son in battle, pierced by sharp shafts Wipbp^ 
despau^i^d to the other worid.*^ When all those oombatent# 
of thine broke and fled away, Arjuna and V&sudeva Maw 
their excellent couchs.” Tny sire Devavrata then, behold^ 
ing the (Kuril) host routed, smilingly addressed the herida^ 
son of Bharadwaja in battle and said,** — This mighty aad^ 
heroic sou of Pandu, viz, Dhananjaya, accompanied by Krisb^' 
na, is dealing witn (our) troops as he alone is competent ft0 
deal with them:*^ lie is incapable of being vanquished iw^ 


battl^ today by airy moans, judging by his form that we see 
# now so like unto that of the Destroyer himself at the end of 
the Yuga!^ This vast* host again (of ours) is incapable oC 
beings rallied. 'Behold, looking at one another, our troops ere 
flying away !**€ Yon Sun, robbing in every way the vision of 
the wlfoie world, is about to reach that best of mountainw 
c^led Asta.*** For this, O bull among men, I think that 
the hour is «come for the 'withdrawal (of the army). The 
WMjriors, wno have all been tired and struck 'with panic, will 
never fight!** — Having said this unto Drona that best of 
preceptors, Bhishma that mighty car-warrior, caused thy army* 
to be withdrawn.** And then when tlie sun set, the with* 
drawal of both thy army and theirs took place, O sire# askd 
twilight set in.* "** 


Section LVI. 

^Sanjaya said, — ‘When the night having passed away, - 
dawn came, Cantanu’s son Bhishma, that chastiser pf fee% 
gave the. order* for the (Kuru) army to prepare for bgb4la^‘ 
And Qantanu, the old Kura grandsire, desiratis 

‘ ♦ i. if abeat to set.*--T<.» “ '** 





to illy «ont, formed that mt||^ty amy, itofvjir iSjlM 

aiune ef Cfamda.* And on, the beak of tbal 0etruf^ 

thy sire Deravrata himself. And its two eyes werh 

^liibSaradvrtja's son and Kritavarman of Satwata’s* rime,* ^ ArS, 

renowned warriors, Acwatthaman and KTripa^ st|p« 

|t^ed by the Trigartas, the Matsyas, the Kekayas, and the 

'▼htadh&nas, were in its head.^ And Bhari<;frava% and Qlila» 

''and Calya, and Bhagadatta, O sire, and the MaSrakas, the 

Sindha-Bouviras, and they that were called the Pancha-nadas,* 

together with Jayadratba, were placed on its neck. And on 

its back was king Duryodhana with all his followers.* And 

Tinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, and the Kamvojas with 

the Cakas, and also the Curasenas, O sire, formed its tail, 

O great king.^ And the Magadhas and the Kalingas, with all 

the tribes of the Daserakas, accoutred in mail, formed the 

right wing of that array.* And the* Kafushas, the Vikunjas, 

the Mundas, and the Kaundivrishas, with Vrihadvala, were 
♦ ® . 

Stationed on the left wing.® Then that chastiser of foes, Savya- 

Sichin, beholding that host disposed in battle-array, aided by 

Dhrisbtadyumna, disposed (his troops) in Counter-array.** 

And in opposition to that array of thine, the son iSf* Pan(|a 

formed a fierce array after the from of the h*alf-moon.** 

And stationed on tire right horn, Bhimasena shdne, surround* 

ed by kings of diverse countries abundantly armed^with irari* 

OOS weapons,** Next to him were those mighty car-wyrio];s 

*VSrtta and Drupada ; and next to them was Nila armed with 

ell^venomed weapons.*** And next to Nila was*the mighty car- 

trSJvior Dhrishtaketu, surrounded by t&e Chedis, the Ka^is, 

the Karushas, and the Paurvas.** And DTirishtadyumna and 

Cikhandi, with the Panchalas and the Pvabhadrakas, and 

supported by other troops, were stationed in the middle, O 

Bhkrata, for battle.** And thither also was king Yudhish- 

Ihira the just, surrounded by his elephant division. And next 

ts bim^were Satyaki, O king, and the live sons^of Draupadi,** 

4^ igamediately next to them was Ir&van. And next to*hi^ 

iSere Bhimasena's son (Qhatotkacha), and mighty ear* 

the Eekayas.** And next, on the left born (of that ^ 

jUitayX that best of men, viz, he*who had for bis protectory. 
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protMtar of Ibe wkole uiiiveroir?* 
tkua tliat ibe Ptndavas formed their mighty 
the deetreotiea of thy sous and of tboee who have eided eiHr 
them/* ThoD oomokeiioed the battle betweea thy IvoffNiailA* 
tfaoee of the foe striking one another, and in whieh emia awl 
dfepbatits mingled in the clash of oombat.*^ Large aamheid 
al^lephaats and crowds of cars were seen everywhetWi O 
king, to rush towards one another for purposes of slanghtmr/^ 
A.nd the rattle of innumerable cars rushing (to join the fray), 
or engaged separately, became a loud uproar, mingling widi 
the beat of drums.** And the shouts of the heroic combat** 
ants belonging to thy army and theirs, O Bharata, slaying ona 
another id that tierce encounter, reached the very heavens/ 

Section LVII. 

''Sanjaya said, — ‘After the ranks of thy army and theiiw 
had been disposed in bujlc-array, that mighty oar*-warrior, 
Dhananjaya, felling in that conllict leaders of car-divisionc 
with his arrows, caused a great carnage, O Bharata, among 
the car*ranks» * The Dhartat*ashtras, (thus) slaughtered in 
hfittle by Pritha’s son like the Destroyer himself at the end 
of the Yutja, still fought perseveringiy with the Phndava§» 
Desirous of (Winning) blaadng glory and (bent upon) mak« 
ing death (i he only ground fur) a ccsbation of the 
vwth ininds undirected to anything else, they broke the Pkii« 
d&va ranks in many places, and were also themselves broken*^ 
Then both the Pkudava and the Kaurava troops broke, obang* 
cd positions, and fied away. Nothing could be distinguisbedh* 
An earthy dust arose, shrouding the very sun. And nobody 
there coCnVl distiSguish cither the cardinal or the subsidiary 
directions.* And everywhere the battle raged, O king, tfa# 
eombaiants being guided by the indications afforded by coloipt 
by watch- words, names, and tribal distinctions.* And the 
array of the Ij^auravas, O king, could not be broken, duly 

pvotdeted da it was by Bbaradwkja’s son, O sire 1*^ 90 

* ^ 
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* tena the Bombay teat reads SatyaMmM0Mh a foHcw 

4he Beni^ readinjr^*-T. 
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*my of the Kindavitg also, pifOte^ted 
oMhiOt and welKguarded by Bhima* oouldk not be bfokea/ 
Jubd tbo ears aad elephants in close ranks, O * king, of both 
tilt amiesv and other combatants, coming out of their fee*' 
poetioe amys, engaged in conflict.'* And in that ftifOO 
haMe^ earalry soldiers felled cavalry soldiers, with polished 
Owordi of sharp edges and long lances.'^ And car^warrieft,'* 
gfottiag car-warriors (within reach) in that fierce * conflict. 
Called them with shafts 'decked with golden wings.'* And ele- 
phant-riders, of thy side and theirs, felled large numbers of 
otephant- riders in close ranks, with broad-headed shafts and 
arrows and lanCes.*'* And large bodies of infantry, inspired 
with wrath towards one another, cheerfully felled combatants 
of their own class with short arrows and battle-axes."* *And 
car- warriors, O king, getting eh'phant-riders (within reach) 
in that conflict, foiled them along with their elephants. And 
elephant- riders similarly felled c.'y’-narnor?.** And, O bull 
of Bharatas race, the ctualry soldier with his lance* felled the 
Oiivwarrior in that conflict, and the car-warrior also felTed the 
oavalry soldier.'* And in both the armies *the foot- soldier 
foiled the car-warrior in the combat, and the car-warrior fellpd 
the foot-soldier, with sharp weapons.'* And elephant-riders 
felled horse-riders, and horse-riders felled warriors on the backs 
of elephants. And all this appeared exceedingly ^vondesful.'* 
And here and there foot-soldiers were felled by forenjpst iOf 
etephant-riders, and elephant-riders were seen to bo felled by 
the former.'* And bands of foot-soldjers, by hundreds and 
thousands, were seen to be felled by horsey-riders, and horse- 
ftdefB by foot-soldiers.** And strewn with broken jitandards 
ahd bows and lances and housings of elephants, and costly 
blankets, and bearded darts, and maces, and chibs furnished 
with spikes, and Rampanas^ and darts, and variegated coats 
tX mail, and Kunapas, and iron hooks, and polished scimi- 
tarS) and shafts fiJwnished with golden wingp, the field, O 
bnet^f Bharata’s race, shone as if with floral wreaths/'"** 

— ^ 

^ iltree oesnr after the 13 th, in the Bomay edition, that am 

, » 

in the Bengal texts. 1 also omit them here. — T, 


fieolk md blood, bMutfo 

with the bodiee of men end et^^de and elejUkaitta 
timt dreadftil battle*** And drenched with human bloodt tUt^^ 
earthy dost disappeared. And the cardinal points, all areniidb^ 
became perfectly clear, O Bhtrata.** And*inntimerable beill«'' 
less trunks rose up all around, — indications, O Bhftrata, 
thft destruction of the world !** And in that terrible ai^'*’ 
awful battle, car> warriors were seen to run away in all dilfed* 
tiona*^ Then Bhishma, and Drona, aAd Jayadratha the rules 
of the Sindhus, and Purumitra, and Vikama, and Cakuni the 
son of Suvala,** — These warriors invincible in battle and pose* 
eased of leonine prowess, — staying in battle broke the ranks of 
the Pandavas.*’ And so Bhimasena and the Rctkshaaa Ghatoi^ 
kaeba, and Satyaki, and Chekitaua, and the sons of Draupadi, 
O Bbirata,*® supported by all the kings (on their side), began 
to grind thy troups arid thy sons stationed in’ battle, like the 
g9ds grinding the Din** And those bulls among Ksha« 

triyas, Bipikiut* oin^ another in battle, became terrible to 
behold^ and covered with blood shone like And 

the foremost ‘warriors of both armies, vanquishing their 
opponents, looked, O king, like the planetary luminaries in 
the firmament,** Then ihy son Duryodhana, supported hj 
a thousand call's, rushed to battle with the Pandavas and tbe 
BShili^aaV^ And so all the Pandavas, with a large body 
c/ copibatants, rushed in battle against those chastisers 
foes, the heroic Bhinhma and Drona.** And the diadem** 
decked XA^juiia") also^ excited with rage, rushed against the 
foremost of kiiigt^. And Arjuna's son (Abhimanyu), and 
Satyaki, both advanced against the forces of Suvala’s sOki«*^ 
And'th^lK;ommeticed once more a fearful battle, making tlUl 
batr to stand on end, between thine and the enemy's troofW’' 
both deeirous of vanquishing each other/ ”** 

Section LVIIL 

idani^ya skid5 — ^"Then thofie kings,, excited with 
bolding PtdLlguna in battle, surrounded him on all sldid^' with 
Wiany tboutauds of cars*^ ^ Aud having, O Bhlmta^ 


Sivi$ioh oi mr», thpj 

iii0ll9k^ltfdeB witb iDMy thousaadi of jihaftfl/ *Alia 
sharp points, and maces, and clubs c^^dood 
a|»||^ and bearded darts and battle-axes, and maUcts and 
Mip^ifjOns/ they hurled at Phalguna’s car, excited wfth 
i^d that shower of weapons approaching (towards hin^) l%a 
Ajdlght of locusts,^ Pritha's son checked on all sides with 
Ids gold-decked arrows. And beholding there on that occasion 
tl|a superhuman lightness of hand that Vibhatsu possessed,’ 
thagoda, the Dan avas, the Gandharvas, the Pigdrhas, the 
UT(igci8t and the lidkshasast eulogised Philguna, O king^ 
saying, — Excellent, Ecccllont /• — And the heroic Gandharas 
afong with Suvala s soti, with a large force, surrounded Satyaki 
and Abhim*an 3 ^u Then the brave warriors led by Stiva* 
la*s son, from anger, cut into pieces the excellent car of tbo 
Vrishni hero, with weapons of diverse kinds.* And in course 
of that 6erce conflict, Satj'aki, abondoning that car of his, 
speedily mounted on Abhiman^ui’s car, O chastiser^ of foes !• 
And those two, mounted on the same car, *then began to 
speedily slaughter the army of Suvala’s son •with straight 
arrows of sharp points.*® And Drona and Bhishma, steadily 
struggling in battle, *began to slaughter tlie division of kii>|' 
ITudhishthira the juat, with sharp shafts furnislv^d with the 
feathers of the Icanka bird.** Then the son of Dharma and 
the two other sons of Pandu by Madri, in the very sight of 
the whole army, began to grind the division of Drona.** * AnSi 
th^ battle that took pl^co there was fierce and,*awf«l,»making 
ib^.hair to stand on end, like the terrible battle that took plaCe 
between the gods and the Asuras in da/s of yore.** And 
Iphimasena and Ghatotkacha both achieved mighty feiits. Then 
l^pryodhana, approaching, checked them both.** And the prow- 
ess we then beheld of Hidimva s son was exceedingly wonder- 
fnl, insomuch that he fought in battle, O Bharata, transcending 
Ids very father.** And Bhimasena the son of Pandu, excited 
Withij^rath, pierced the vindictive Duryodhana*in the « breast^ 


* 


The Bombay edition reads this sloJta differently. 1 follow kh^ 
which seems to be better.*»T. 



widi mikmmm, miUdt tlio llmi king XiwepOkmt^ 

aAteted by tW triolenod of blowi iatdowii on Ihf timiQ# 
of bte oar andswootted airay«^* And bis oharioleer tboa, bobsldf 
&ig Mm M^seleae^apoedily bore him away, O kingi from b a tti oi 
And thdb the troops that eopported Duryodbaaa broke lebi 
fted^* And thereupon Bhima, smiting that Kuru anajr tbiiNl 
laying away in all directions, with sharp-pointed shafts^ pai^ 
Sued behind/* And Prishata's son (DhrishtadyUfnnaX 
fhat foremost of warriors, and Pandi/s son king Tudhidithira 
the just, in the very sight. O Bh&rata, of both Drona sad 
Oang&'s son/* slew their army with sharp shafis oapaMo of 
rtaying hostile forcea That host of thy son, thus flying away 
itt battle/^ those mighty car-warriors, Bhishma and Drona^ 
were incapable of checking. For though attempted to bo 
flecked by Bhishma and the high-souled Drona,** that host 
fled away in the very sight of Drona and Bhishma. And tbott 
when (those) thousands of car-warriors fled away in all direo<* 
tions,** Subhadra*s son and that bull of Cini's race, both 
atatioaed on the same car, began, O chastiser of foes, t4> 
ataugbter the army of Suvala's son in battle.** And Cini'# 
grmndeon and that bull of Kuru *8 race looked resplendan# 
Uke the sun and the moon when together in the firmament 
after the last lunation of the dark fortnight has passed 
aw^.** And then Arjuna also, O king, excited with rage, 
AoWered arrows on thy army like the clouds pouring rain 
in tonents.** And the Kaurava army, thus slaughtered ill 
katUe wiKi tfie shafts of Partha, fled away, trembling in 
grief and fear.** And beholding the army flying awi^, ther 
mighty Bhishma* and Drona,* excited with rage and both 
deairotieii# Duryodhana’s welfare, sought to check it.** Then 
king Dutyodhana himself, comforting the combatants, ehedl**^ 
Wd that army then flying away in all directions.** Awif 
lilMitipon all the mighty Kshatriya car-warriors stoppeA^ 
esflii at the spot where he saw thy son.** And then Ullmen 
dfno<l|^«tiie common soldiers, beholding them stc^i^i^nt^ 
ptid ef tibeir accord, O Jung, from shame or desire 0 S 
dieptiq^g their oonrage unto one another.** And the imps* 

^ ^uttity, O* king, of thtt utmy thus ralUed to the fight lesem^ 



l)ieN| Ilf the sea %t the monlent of 

Tise.^ And king Soyodhana, beholding that army of ii&f 
ri^ed for the fight, quickly repaired to Cftntauu’e eon BhiOh^*' 
ntiiiaiii said these words.** — O grandsire, listen to vhatl s*y,^ 
Mi&rata f When, O son of Euru, thou art aKtre, ancT IhtMsat^ « 
thalt foremost of persons conversant with weapons, along witH* 
till son and with all our other friends, (is alive), and wh^U 
that mighty bowman Kripa also is alive, I do not nsgard ik 
tti at all creditable that my army should thus fly away !*^~** 
I do not regard the Panda vas to be, by any means, a match 
for thee, or for Drona, in battle, or for Drona’s son, or .far 
Kripa !** Without doubt, O grandsire, the sons of Pindo ate 
being favored by thee, inasmuch as thou forgives!, O hero, this 
slaughter of my army Thou shouldst have told me, O king, 
before this battle took plkce, that thou wouldst'not fight with 
the P&udavas '** Hearing such words fro(h thee, as also from 
the preceptor, O Bhkrata, 1 would^then* have, with Kama, 
reflected upon what course I should pursue *** If I do not 
deserve to be abandoned by you two in battle, then, 0» bulls 
among men, do ye fight according to the measure of your 
prowess — Hearing these words, Bhishma, laughing repeai« 
edly, and turning up his eyes in wrath, said to thy son,"^^-^ 
Many a time, O kiog. have I said unto thee woyds worthy of 
thy acceptance and fraught with thy good. The Pandavas gm 
incapable of being vanquished in battle by the very gods with 
Visava amongst them.'^* That, however, which my aged self 
is capable of doing, I* will do to the extent of my* power, O 
best of kings, in., this battle 1 Witness* it now with thy kins^ 
mmi l^* Today, in the very sight of all, a^one I shall check 
the sens of P&ndu at the head of their troops and frith ell 
their kinsfolk Thus addressed by Bhishma, thy son, Q 
king, filled with delight, caused concha to be blown and 
drums to be beat.^* And the Pandavas also, O king, heating 
thyat lend uproar, blew their conchs, and caused their drums 
and cabals to be played upon.’ ”*• 


Section LIX. 


said, — ^^Afler that dreadful ww had ''iiill 
. ttiade id battle by Bhiabma enraged by the words of mf sMh* 
whaV O Sanjaya, did Bhishma do unto the eons of Fiadlt 

what did the Phnchhlas do unto the grandRire ? Tell 
wnto laef O Sanjaya 

**Saiijaya said, — ‘After the forenoon of that day, O Bhifata» 
liad passed away, and the sun in his westward course had ptsa* 
ed A portion of his path,* and after the high-soulcd Ptadasas 
iiad won the victory, thy sire Dcvavrata, conversant with the 
distinction of all codes of morality,* rushed, carried by tha 
fleetest steeds, towards the army of the P^ndavas, proteoted 
hy a large fordh and by all thy sons:* Then, O Bh&rata, in 
oonsequence of thy*sinful policj’, commencc<i a dreadful hattl0» 
making the hair tio stand on end, between ourselves and 
the Pindavas.* And the twang of bows, the flapping of 
howstrings against the leathern fences (casing the bands 
of the bowmen), mingling together, made a loud uproar 
resembling that of splitting hills.^ Stay, — Here I sia/adv^ 
Know this one, — Tnrn bckclc, — Stand,— I wait for theOf'^ 
Strike, — these were the words heard everywhere.* And tbs 
SO^d of ^failing coats of mail made of gold, of crowns and 
diadems, and of standards, resembled the sound of falling 
stones on a stony ground.* And heads, and arms decked witll 
ornaments, fallkig by hundreds and thohsands upon the grbundb 
moved in convulsions*'* And some brave jcombatants, willdi 
heads severed from their trunks, continued to stand, weapohe 
in gras^r armed with drawn bow." And a dreadful river of 
liloi^ began to flow there, of impetuous current, wik|| 

flesh and blood, and with the bodies of (dead) elephants <fy0 
Its fsab-aqoBOUs) rocks.'* Flowing from the bodies of steodlh 
i|Mm» and elephants, and delightful to vultures and JlsohOfl||a 
raa towards* the ocean represented by the next worl^M 
bal^ siioh ss^that, O king, which (then) took 
tween thy eons/iO Bhirata,^ and the Pkndayas, 

, foen ok And in obnscqueaoe of the 



«BaD8HafAjrABigu' ’Wf, 

lrit <ocimbataiito slain in that conflict^ cars could n^t mulni 
]Ui0ir way« And the field of battle, in consequence of tba 
IlcHlies of slain elephants, seemed to be strewn over with blM 
evosts of hills.’* Aud the field of battle, strewn lyrith yaric^ 

* fated coats of mail and turbans, O sire, looked beautiful Uko 
ihe 6rmament iu autumn.’* Aud some combatants were sMDI 
,Who, though severely wounded, yet rushed cheerfully an^ 
prSudly upon the foe in battle.’^ Aiul many, fallen on the held 
of battle, cried aloud, saying , — O fatJier, 0 brother, 0 frien<ig 
0 kineman, O companion, O maternal uncle, do not ahan^ 
don me /’• — And others cried aloud, saying , — Come J Come 
iAotc here J Why art thou frightened ? Where dost thou go I 
J stand in battle, do not be a f eared — And in that combatl 
Bhishma Ihc son of Cantanii, with bow incessantly drawm tea 
circle, shot shafts of blazing points resembling Quakes of viru- 
lent poLson.^^ And shooting continuous lilies of arrows in all 
directions, that hero of rigid vows sQiote the Panda va car- war- 
riors, naming each beforehand, O Hfiarata And displaying 
his extreme lighiness of hand, and dancing (as it werc).4Uoiig 
the track of his car, he seemed, O king, to be present every- 
where like a circle of And iu coiise(|ucnce of the* light- 

ness of his movements, the Paiidavas in that battle, along 
With the Srinjayas, behold that hero, though really alone, as 
multiplied a thousaudfuld.** ‘And every one there regarded 
Bhishma as having multiplied his self by illusion. Having 
seen him now on the cast, the next moment they saw him on 
the wesl^** And so having seen him on the north,* the next! 
molBent they saw him on the south. And the son of Gangi. 
was thus seen fighting iu that battle.®* Aucf there was no one 
amongst the Pandavas capable of even lookiiui^at him.* WhaO 
tflhay all^saw were only the innumerable shafts shot from hia 
And heroic warriors, beholding him achieve such 
liaats in battle, and (thus) slaughtering their ranks, uttered 
asany lamentations.®^ And kings in thousands came in con- 
tact thy sire thus coursing over the field in a super- 
human way, and fell upon that represen tedJey the enraged 

BhishvSa like flights of senseless insects (upon a blazing fire) 
£^tboir own destruction, Hot si siifgle shaft of t&at light* 
i *8 J 



f»tUng vpim tha 

d 0 pbftiit%*a 0 <i ste 4 d 9 , ia cooftequeiiee of the — fTTrunr Cntij^ 
od to him), ^With a single strUght ehaffi shot in that 
he dispatclv^d ***'* a single elephant like a hill rivae kf i tlH 
fhunder*holt. Two or three elephanWiders at a time* im.|Hf 
in mail and standing together/' th j sire pierced with quit 
a^i^aft of sharp point. Whoever approached BhishiMt 
tiger among men, in battle/* seen for a moment waa nihil 
beheld to fall down on the groiindi And that rast host of 
king Yudhishihira the just, thus slaughtered •• by Bbishmn 
bf inoomparable prowess, gave way in a thousand directioiiii^ 
And afflicted with that arrowy shower, that vast army began 
to tremble ** in the very prcsonco of Vasudeva and the bi|^«> 
aoislod Pirtha. And although the heroic leaders of ibe Fhii« 
dava army made great effort, yet they could not check tjj0 
flight of (even) the Jjreat car-warriors of their side afflictOfi 
with the shafts of Bhisuma. The prowess, in consecinenec of 
which that vast army was routed, was e(|ual to that of tha 
chief wf the gods himself/*”*® And that array was so oomfr 
pietley routed, O great king, that no two persons could be seen 
together. And cars and elephants and steeds were pierced ail 
over, and standards and shafts of cars were strewn over the 
field.” And*the army of the sons of Pamlu uttered cries cf 
ok find alafj and became depriv'ed of its senses. And ^SlTb 
qlruck the son and sou struck the sire /* and friend cfaak» 
lenged the dearest of friends to battle, as if under tb# 
influence bf fate. And others amongst the combi(|ant9 Of 
Pfindu’s son were seen, O Bharata, to run away, thspwinfl 
aside their coats of mail, and with dishevelled hair. AM IM 
nrmy of^tbe sooi of Pandu, indulging in loud waila* iMlMilQlfl 
bho very leaders of their i>est of oar- warriors, was seef; to 
as confounded as a very herd of kine. The deligbter of 4|ii 
Tadavas then, beholding that army thus rooted, said |Mt 
Pfirtha, stopping that best of cars (which he guidbdb^'^ IlMlb 
words, :"^Tii 6 hour is now come, O Partha, which was jeaiiM 
by thee Strffe^ Bhishma, O^tiger among men, else tbflsi irlli 
lose tby senses ! O hero, formerly, in the conclave M 
fbou hbdif md,^J ali this looiviors 



Bhiahma tmd DronmjaE4i»ifiKi»% 
llPitiill fii§hi vtUk me im, battle / — O son ht Eantil O 
Mlkf’P’£<tW> iMke thoso words of thine true I Behold, O Vibhndt 
P thin way of thine is being routed on all sides Behohl^ 
in Tudhishthira’s hosfc are all dying awa^r, seeing 
Shbilitiia in battle, who looketh like the Destroyer himself 
#ilh wid^open mouth Afflicted with fear, they are maki^ 
themselves scarce like the weaker animals at sight* of the 
tfon f-— Thus addressed, Dhananja^'a replied unto Vasudeva,^ 
hejing,— Plunging through this sea of the hostile host, urgtfe 
dtt the steeds to where Bhishma is. 1 will throw down that 
invincible warrior, the reverend Kiiru grandsire ** — Theh 
ll&dhava urged those steeds of silvery hue to where, O king^ 
the car of Bhishma was, that car which, like the very sun^ 
trap incapable of being gazed at.** And beholdfug the mighty- 
armed Partha thus rushing to an encounter with Bhishma, 
the mighty army of Yudhislithira rjillied* for battle.** Then 
Bhishma, that foremost warrior among the Kurus, repeatedly 
iraaring like a Hon, quickly covered Dhananjaya’s car with an 
arrowy shower.*^ In a moment that car of hia? with standard 
nnd charioteer, became invisible, shrouded with that arrowjr 
<dowtt-pour.” Vasudeva, however, endued with great might, 
fearlessly and sumnfoning all his patience, began to guide 
titose steeds mangled by Bhi&hma’s shafts.** Tl^u Partha, 
taldog up his celestial bow whose twang resembled th^ roivr 
nf the clouds, caused Bhishma’s bow to drop down, cutting 
it off with his keen shafts.** The Kuru whrrior, thy sire, 
W&Attg his bow cut off, took up another and^stringed it within 
tihe twinkling of the eye.** And he stretched that bow 
%hose twang resembled the roar of the elouds, with his 
iIWO hands. But Arjuna, excited with wrath, cut off that 
hwW also of hia** Tne son of Cantanu applauded that light- 
fieOB of hand (displayed by Arjuna), saying,^ — ExceUentt^O 
0 thou oj mighty-arms, excellent, son of P&iih 
0 Dhananjaya, such a mighty feat is, indeed, 
thee i I have been pleas^ with thee I ^•iHght hard toiA 
if son /^^And having applauded PkrtKa thus, and tal^ 
iM|fW|kLaiioih6r large bow^ that hero'shot his shafts at Pirtka^ 
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lil ' wAmiawmlMfc. 

tAr.** Aa^ yisadeya tiien ^splayed hia 
gluing of horses, for he baffled those shafts of hhli ^tl0 
guiding the ear in quick circles.*^ Then, O sire, BhlslMil^ 
with great strength pierced both Vasudeva and Dhananjim^ 
with keen shafts all over their bodies/^ And mangled 'hyf 
those shafts of Bhishma, those two tigers among men looile# 
"like two roaring bulls with the scratches of horns ' on 
their bediba** And onco again, excited with rage, Bhishnit’ 
Covered the two Krishnas on all sides* a-ith shafts in hundreds 
and thousands.*' And with those keen shafts of his, the 
enraged Bhishma caused him of Vrishni's race to shiver. And 
laughing loudly he also made Krishna to wonder.*^ Then the 
snighty«armed Krishna, beholding the prowess of Bhishma in 
battle as also the mildness with which Arjtina fought,*' anif 
neeiug that Bhishma w’as creating incossaut showers of arrows 
in that conflict and fooked like the aU-consuming Son himself 
in the midst of the two tv^tnios,** and marking, besides, that 
that hero was slaying the foremost of combatants in Yudhish* 
thira*l host and causing a havoc in that army as if the 
bour of dissolfltiyn had come,*’ — rhe adorable Ke^ava, that 
l^layer of hostile hosts, endued with immeasurable sou),— un^ 
ptble to bear what he saw, thought that Yudhisbthira s annjr 
could not sui^ive that slaughter.*^ — In a Single day can Bht8h«f 
miV-slaughtcr all the Daily as and the Danavos, With hoW 
Winclj ease then can he slay in battle the sons of Pandu with 
all their troops and followers !** The vast army of the illua* 
irious ^n of P^ndn is again flying away. And the KauravaC 
also, beholding the Somakas routed,’^ arc rushing to battle 
cheerfully, gladdening the grandsirc ! Accou tredriJ||i|mniil| 
even I will slay •Bhishma today for the sake of the 
J3%is bruthen of the highvsouled Pandavas even 1 wiiy^pUMpa 
Jk» regards Arjtina, though struck in battle with keen sbaj^M^ 
be knoweth not what he should do, from respect for BhiabSSb 
p^And while Krishna was reflecting thus, the grandairerexciis4 
witb. wrath, once again shot his shafts at Partha’s Jkwl 

in eonsequence^i the very gr^at number of those - arrows stt 
^he points of the compass became entirely shrondedT^ > Awd 
Steith^r the weHuo, nor the quarters, nor the nsf tdiMl 


of brilliant nya, could be 0eeti«*^ AgaA A0 H^tgM 
tlMlt bleW seemed to be mixed with smoke, and all the 

'oompass seemed to be agitated. And* Dron% mt 
HQkaraa, and Jayadratha, and Bhurigrayas, and Esit&iNMrnlin^ 
md Eripa,** and Crutiyush, and the ruler of the AmyasIvbMi^ 
diid^yinda and Anuvinda, and Sudakshina, and the Westef# 
Mrs, and the diverse tribes of the Sauviras, the Vasktis, anifr^ 
tbs Eshudrakas and the Malavas/* ail these, at e 6 iii^ 
maud of the royal son of Cantanu, quickly approaebed Km* 
Mn for battle. And the grandson of Cini saw that Kiritin 
was surrounded by many hundreds of horse, and infantry, and 
' ears, and mighty elephants. And beholding both Yasudeva 
and Arjuna thus encompassed by infantry and elephants and 
borse and cars, on all sides,^^-^® that foremost of all bearers of 
arms, viZf the chief of the Cinis, quickly proceeded to that 
Spot. And that foremost of bowmen, the chief of the Cinis, 
quickly rushing at those troops,^® cfyne tb Arjuna’s aid like 
Vishnu coming to the aid of the slayer of Vritra. And that 
foremost warrior of Cini’s race cheerfully said unto YuShish* 
thira's host all the combatants of which had Been frightened 
by Bhishma, and w^osc elephants, steeds, cars, and numbes- 
I088 standards had been mangled and broken into pieces, and 
which was flying dway from the field, these* words:— Ye 
Ksbatriyas, where do ye go ? This is not the d*ity ofuthe 
righteous as hatli been declared by the ancients !®®T; Ye 
foremost of heroes, do not violate your pledges ! Observe 
fWt own duties as heroes ’ — Beholding Jihat tliose foremost of 
kiegs were flying together from the field of, battle, and mark* 
ittg the mildness with which Partha fought, and l^pholding 
ifoo that Bhishma was exerting himself very powerfully in 
Imttlc, and that the Kurus were rushing from all sides, tUa^ 
^mmger brother of Yasava, the high-souled protector of aH 
the Da9&rbas, unable to bear it all, addressed the renowndl 
Ittaadsoti of Cini, and applauding him, said, — Q hero of Ciufb 
iMe, Ihey that are retreating, are, indeed, retreating. 
lllat are yet staying, O thou of the Sktwata rrifo, let lAcm ritb 
1(0 Way Behold, I will soon throw Bhiriima doim fiMh 
tsM Md Dmma also in battle* with all their folfowM I 





til 

iaindn^ in the Kara host, O thoa of the flb|tinuhlU*1l|||| 
trho is able to escape my angry self!** Therefbte, t4Acifel||^i^ 
myfiercb discus, 1 will slay Bhishma of high irowtl AMU* 
slaying in battle those two foremost of car^warriore, ^ sHHlit 
Bhishma*along with his followers and Drona also, O giwAjaMl 
of Ctni,** I will gladden Dhauanjaya, and the 
'•■hBbima, and the twin A<;wins ! And slaying all the eoua'^f 
Dhritaaasiitra and all those foremost of kings who 
embraced their side,*’ I will joyfully ‘furnish king Ajitasatvw^ 
with a kingdom today ’ — Saying this, Vasudeva's son, aban* 
doning (thereitis of) the steed, jumped down from the eaiy 
whirling with hivS (right) arm his discus of beautiful nae# 
and edge ^arp as a razor, offuigemt as the sun and possesieci 
of force equal to that of a thousand bolts of heaven. Anti 
making the earth tremble under his tread, the high-soulod 
Krishna rushed impetuously towards Bhishma.”"** And fhwl 
. grinder of foes, the Vouni^j^r brother of the chief of the goda^ 
excited with wrath, rushed towards Bhishma staying in th# 
midsfc^f his troops, like a liou, from desire of slaying, upon 
a prince of elephants blimied with fury ami staying proudly 
fpr the attack.*® Aud the end of his yellow garments waving 
in the air looked like a cloud charged with lightning in the 
sky. And that lotus of a discus called rf ana, having 

forjisstall( the beautiful arm of Canrln, looked as beautiful 
%8 th^ primeval lotus, bright as the morning sun, which sprung 
from the navel of Narayana. And Krishna’s wrath was the 
morning sun thdt caused that lotus to blow. And the beailtii<^ 
ful leaves of that ^lotus were as sharp os the edge of a randf. 
And Krishna’s body was the bcaiitiful lake, and his (right) am 
the stalk springing therefrom, upon which that lotus shone* 
And beholding the younger brother of Mahcndra, exciMf with* 
Wrath and roaring tOOdly and armed with that disens, •***•• Witf 
Creatures set up a loud wail, thinking that the destructioti df 
the Kun|t filB,at hand. And armed with his discus V&sildeWMr 
locSced Ukl the Samvarta fire that appears at the end «pf.ihd 
Yuff^ for cofisffli^ing worl^.** And the preceptor -of tbn 
uniWtiS^ ^ fierce oommet risen for eonsumtagaft 

l^holding that foremost of bipedsi tl|ot diviMM 

* % , 
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|lj||l|pviigil» tdraAoia]^ armed with the discus,** Cftut^Hi’s fost; 
ilitiernad OU his car, bow and arrow in hand, feaAeSsly said#*«^ 
Come, O Lord of the gods ! O thou &Jiat hast tba 
pdiverse for thy abode ! * I bow to thee, O thou that art armed 
lllldl iftace, 8word,vand /®* O Lord of the mniversoi 

iBKOibly throw me down from this excellent car, O thou that 
art the refuge of all creatures, in this battle ! Slain here bjg^ 
ihaOi O Krishna, great will be my good fortune both, in this 
Wiprld and the next Great is the respect thou payest me, O 
lord of the Vrishuis and the Andhakas ! My dignity will be 
^olebrated in the three worlds ! — Hearing these words of 
OiAtanu's son, Krishna rushing impetuously towards him said,** 
^Thou art the root of this great slaughter on earth ! Thou wilt 
liahold Duryodhana slain today ' A wise minister who tread* 
ath in the path of righteousness should restrffin a king that 
is addicted to the evil of gambling That wretch again of 
llts race who transgresseth duty should be abandoned as one 
irlloee intelligence hath been miscfirccted by destiny * — The 
royal Bhishma, hearing those words, replied unto the chief of 
tite Yadus, saying, — Destiny is all powerful The Yadus, 
|(ir their beneiit, had abandoned Kansa ! I said this to the 
king (Dhritarashtra) but he minded it not ! The listener that 
hath no benefit to r^eive become th, for (his o\m) misery, of 
perverted understanding through (the inHueuc^ of ) destiny^**®* 
Meanwhile, jumping down from his car, Partba, himself of 
ktasaive and long arms, (piickly rau on foot after that clSief of 
Vadu's race posaossed df tnasai^ o aud long arinss and'seized him 
V his two hands,*®* That first of all gods devoted in selft 
Ipdishaa, was excited with rage. And therefore, though 
tkua seized, Vishnu forcibly dragged Jishuu a^cr him, like a 
Itpttpest bearing away a single tree.*®* The high-souled Fartha^ 
kiC^ever, seizing then with great force bis legs as he was pro* 
llfieding st a quick pace towards Bhishma, succeeded, O king, 
fpt stopping him with difficulty at the tenth step.*®^ And 
Hksn ^rishna stopped, Arjuna, decked as he was with, a 

* ^ r 

^ not sure that I liave correctly understood the second ^ 

iwu M is irtry olNicare.*-*T. 




Miatifti} garland of gold, ahoerfoll]^ bowad doim^ lo' MMI 
and fiaid,— ^Queli tliia wrath of thine ! ^ Thou art the 
of the P&ndajras, O HLev^va .'** I swear^ O Ke^army hjf aii|l^ 
icme and u^riiie brothers that I will not withdraw from ill# 
acts to vAiich I have pledged myself! O yotinger farotbet 4Jif 
Indra, at thy command I will certainly annihilate the Kws 
^bs — Hearing that promise and oath of his, Jan&rddailir 

becamie»g*atified. And ever engaged as ho was in doing irhO$ 
hras agreeable to Arjuna — that best of the Kurus, — he OnCO 
more, discus on ann, mounted on his car.*®' And that slayer of 
foes once more took up those reins (that he had abandoned)* 
knd ticking up his couch called Panch^fjannya, Caurin filled 
all the points of the compass and the welkin with its blarCu**^ 
And thereupon beholding Kri'^hna docked with necklace and 
A n^oda and ear-rings, with curved c\c-lashe8 smeared with 
dust, and with tooth of perfect whiteness, once more take up 
his conch, the Kuril* hv roes uttered a loud cry.*®* And the 
isouud of cymbals and drums and kettle-drums, and the rattle 
of caa-whccls and the noise of smaller drums, mingling with 
those leonine shouts sr^t forth fi<)tn all the ranks of the Kurus* 
becamS a fierce uproar.**® Aiul the twan^ of Fartha’a Gdn* 
JUva, resembling the roll of the thumh'r, tilled the t^elkiu 
and all the quarters. Aud shot from the how of Patidu’s son* 
bright and blazyig shafts proceeded in all direciioTia**^ Then 
the Kuru king, with a large force, and with Bhishma and 
Shurf^ravas also, arrow in naiid, aud reseinbling acommet rtsQn 
for consunflrig a constellation, rushed ' against him*'** And 
Bhuri^avas hurled at Arjuna seven javtdins furnished with 
Wrings of gold, and Duryodhana a lance of fierce impetuosity* 
and Cal^'h a mace, and Cantauu's son a dart.*** Thereupop* 
Aoona» baffling wi^h seven shafts the seven javelins, fleet INI 
arrows, shot by Bfajdl^ravas, cut off with another keen-edgPd 
4mft the lance ht^^^d from Duryodhana s arm«**^ And the. 
yeaing dart coming towards him — efflilgent as ligh^ng--*^ 
hurled hy Chntanu’s son, and the mace hurled from the JMnn of 
the' ruler of tbn^JHadras, that hero cut off with two (other) 
sbaas.*** Tnen drying with his two hands and with ^ great 
force his Miiutifi||^w Qdndivfjh of immeasurable eaergy* 



mim^* 

wiih proper mantraps the highly wonderful apd 
Wa M^heifidra weapon l^d cauaed it to appear *ixi the welf*!. 

And with thjit mighty weapon producing profuea* 
ellOwers of arrows endued with the efifulgence of the blazing 
i|re, that high-souled and mighty bowman, decked with diadeni. 
and garland of gold, chocked the entire Kaurava host***^ 
Apd those shafts from Partha's bow, cutting off the arms^ 
bpws, Standard-tops, and cars, penetrated into the Juodies of 
the kings and of the huge elephants and steeds of the foe 1*** 
And Elling the cardinal and the subsidiary directions with 
those sharp and terriblo shafts of his, Pritha’s son decked with 
diadem and garland of gold, agitated the hearts of his foes 
by mean 9 of thev twang of Uaa^l And in that awful 
passage at arms, the blare of cone ns and biat of drums and 
the deep rattle of cars were ail ‘-ilonced by the twang of 
And asoertaining that twAng to be of Gan-' 
diva^ king Virata and othir heroes ayiong men, and the 
brave Dnipada the king 4d th** PaVchalas, all proceeded to 
that spot with undej)rt‘ssi‘d lieart^-.*^^ Ami all fhy combatanta 
Stood, struck with fear, ear'll at the spot where Jic hoard that 
twang of Gd)}dlr(f^ itiui muie amongst thorn ventured to 
proceed to that place whence that sound Avas heard/*^ And 
in that awful blaughkc*r of kings, heroic coinbataijts were slain 
and ca^-a^'lrriors with tho^c thut guided their cars. And ele-* 
phantH with re-^plendaut hou'^ings of gold and gorgeous stan- 
dards (on their backs), atiiicted with broad-headed shafts tailing 
upon them,^** suddenly IVll down, deprived of life and their, 
bodies mangled by Kiri tin. And forcibly struck by Partha 
with his winged arrows of great impetuositj^^and broad-headed 
shafts of keen-edge and points/*^ the standards of ifinumer- 
ablo kings stationed at the heads of their divisions had their 
^antreos and Imlrajahtfi cut off.* And bauds of infantry and 
warriors, in that battle, and steeds and elephants, fell 

{kb% on-tho field, their limbs paralysed, or |hemselves speedily 

• 

* wtat these were it is diflicult to determi^. Bombay reading 

Ikdiffeitiit. For IndrajSla they rea3 /iti/raAril^vhich is M unknown m 
otbfr.— T. 
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lrfo» affliofced fcgr wiHt - iln it t i l 

AaA O kiilg* many were the warri<M#who in 4liak 
eeoflioc bad their ooato of mail and b^ea out* tiwongl^.lplf 
mighty weapon called after the name of ludia/**^/ 
And with 'those terrible aud sharp shafts of hU, K a rit iit 
caused an awful river to run on the held of battle« bavipyg 
tor its waters'tbe blood tlowiug from the mangled bodies of 
the combi^tauts and having for its froth their iat,^** And itA 
current was broad and ran hercely. ^nd the bodies of ele^ 
pbants and steeds despatched to the other world formed ka 
And its mire consisted of the entrails, the marrow^ 
and the desh of human beings, and prodigious JtdkahasOA 
formed the (tall) trees (standing on its banks),*** And tha 
crowns of human heads in profuMou, covered with hair, fono* 
cd its (ftoatiQg> moss, aud heaps of human bodies, forming ita 
sand-banks, caused that current to flow in a thousand direc- 
tions. Aud tue coa^ of mail strewn all over formed its wavea^ 
and the bones of human* beings and elephants and steedc 
formad its hard pebbles,*** Aud its banks were infested by 
large numbers, of jackalls and wolves and cranes aud vultures^ 
and crowds of liakfut^as^ and packs of hyenas. And they 
that were alive beheld that terrible rivefr of current consist* 
ing of fat, nyirrow, and blood, caused by., the arrowy sboweic 
of Arjuua, — that embodiment of (man s) cruelty, — to Jock like 
the great ^VaitaranL^ And beholding the foremost warrkm 
V tlmt army of the Kurus thus slain by Phalguna,***^* the 
Chedisr the Panchaias, the Karushas, the Matsyas, and all 
the combatants of thd' Panda va side, those foremost of meiit 
elated with victor>^ together set up a loud shout for fitigbteiH 
tug thd^ Kaurava warriors.*** And they uttered tibat evy 
indicative of victory, beholding the foremest combatanic 
of tbe (Kuru) army, the very troops protected by mighty 
leaders of divisions, • thus slain by Kiritin, that terr<ur of 
foes, who frightened them like a lion frig^eni)^ bsfda 
of smaller animals.*** Aud then the bearer of G^adSioa 

' ' — ■ . ' ■ ' 

* Tbf VaUarani is |bs fabulous river that separates this woild 

the neat.— 
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IdUlttHfi Md dunSrddmia, both filled with de%bt« nnmM 
iMtflfiMirs. And tbe B^ttlPde, with Bhishma, aii<f Droni woA 
]|Nur]^iKlhaaa and Valhika, exceedingly mangled by the wbapoaa 
ifit Arjana), beholding the sun* withdraw his ^ raya> and 
a^ng also that awful and irresistible weapon caHed aftW 
tike name of Indra spread out and causing (as it wei^l 
fbe end of tbe Yuga to appear, withdrew their forces for 
the nightly rest. And that foremost of men, Dbananjajra, 
also, having achieved a great feat and won great renown by 
emshing his foes, and beholding the sun assume a red hue 
mnd the evening twilight to set in, and having completed his 
work, retired with his uterine brothers to the camp for nightly 
rest. Then when darkness was about to set in, there araso 
among the Kuru troops a great and tcrfible uproar.**^*** 
And all said,— In today’s battle Aijuna hath slain ten thou* 
sand car-warriors, and full seven hundred* elephants. And all 
the Westerners, and the diverse tribes of the Sauviraa, and 
the Kshwdrakas and the Malavas, have all been slain.’** The 
Coat achieved by Dhananjaya is a mighty one. None efee is 
eoDipetent to achieve it, Crutayusli the ruler •of the Amva* 
ihtas, and Durmarshana, and Chitrasona,’^* and Drona, and 
Kripa, and the ruler of the Sindhus, and Valhika, and Bhuri* 
fl^vas, and Galya, ♦and Gala, O king, and okhcr warriors 
by hundreds united together, along with Bhishma himgelf, 
have in battle, by the prowess of his own arms, been vanquish- 
ed today by the angry son of Piitha, viz, Kiritin, that one* 
iwighty car-warrior in the world > — Talking th<is, O Bharata, 
tbe warriors of thy side wexit to thett tents from the field 
of battle.’^^’*’ And all the combatants the Kuru army, 
ffightened by Kiritin, then entered their tent^ yiumfned by 
thoitaands of torches, and beautified by iunumerabic lamps,* 


Section LX, 

**Sa5jaya said,— ‘When the night passed away, O Bhirati^ 
tbe high-souled Bhishma, witl^ wrath engend<n:ed, supported 
a lAge force, and stationed at tho head of the Bhfirata 
oraiy, proceeded against tho |bo.* And Drona anU Duryo* 



Mima «jad yftlhikA, md also Durmamhana and ^OkitKaiattii^ 
and the mighty Jayadratha, and other royal wamoi% 
ported *by large divisions, accompanied, surrounding him on ill 
aides.* And surrounded by those great and mighty ear*irmrv 
*rior8 endued with great prowess and energy, O king, heriumH^ 
O best of monarchs, in the midst of those foremost of rcqral 
warriors, like the chief of the celestials in the midst of iba 
gods.* « And the ma:vniBcieut standards, on the backs of 
the elephants stationed in front of those ranks, of divornt 
Oolors, viz, red, yolloa*, black and brown, waving in the auTi 
looked exceedingly beautiful/ And that army with the royal 
«on of Cantanu au<l other mighty car-warriors and with ekr- 
p|tants and steeds, looked re^plendant like a mass of clouds 
oharged with lit^htning, or like the firmament, in the season of 
rains, with gaHierin':^ cloud^.•* And then the fierce army of the 
Kurus, bent on batfle find protcptiMl by C’inianu s son, rushed 
impetuously towardi Ai luua like the fn*rce cuirrout of the ocean- 
going (Ganga).*^* PtTvaded by diverse kinds of forces possessed 
of gseat strength, and having in its wings elephants, steeds, 
infantry, and i^ars in profusion, that array the high-souled 
(Arjaha) having the prince of apes on his banner beheld from 
a distance to resemble a mighty mass of clouds.*^ That high- 
fiotiled hero, that bull among men, up(«n his car furnished 
with tall Htandard and iin^o which were voked white steeds, 
at the head of his (own) division and stirroundcd by a mighty 
» force, proceeded against the whole hostile army/ And all 
the Kautavas. with thy sous, beholding that ape-banneted 
(warrior) with bin oxc^dleut standard and handsome car-shfift 
wrapped (in costfy cover), accompanied by that bull of Yadu’s 
race, Ifts chariest eer in battle, were filled with dismay.* And 
thy army beheld that be^t of arraj^s, which was protected by 
that mighty car-warrior of the world, viz, Kiritin, with Wtap- 

* In the first line of the otb, for rajnd of the Benj^al texts the 
bay text reads I follow the Bengal reading which is 

III the ee4f||^ line of the 0th, tor sasam Mnd the ^ombiy /Mdlng 
is fsad which is better. I adopt it. — T. 

1 I ad<^Vthe Bengal reading not 




to luive on eacli of its esrnsrs t6ar 
Like the array which was formed *aii th4 4tfi 
thhre by that best of Kuru*s race, viz, king Tc ufUiiahtliitm 
|tist, and the like of which had never been seen or heard Ihk 
M( m by human beings, was this one of today (that the Pladhir 
ms formed).^^ Then on the field of battle thousands of^drtiasi| 
Wbre loudly beat, and there arose from all the divisions the 
loud blare of concha and the notes of trumpets and many 
leopine shouts/* Then* (innumerable) bows of loud twan^^ 
atretched by heroic warriors with shafts fixed on the how^ 
stringy, and the blare of conchs, silenced that uproar of drums 
and cymbals/* And the entire welkin filled with that blare of 
eonchs was diffused with an earthy dust that made it wonderful 
to behold. And with that dust the sky looked as if a vast 
canopy were spread overhead. And beholding t;hat canopy the 
brave warriors all rushed impetuously (to*battle).^^ And car« 
warriors, struck by car- warriors, were oves'thrown with chariot* 
ears, steeds, cars, and standards. And elephants, struck by 
elephants fell down, and foot-soldiers struck by foot-soldiera** 
And rushing horsemen, struck down by rushing^ horsemen witb 
lances and swords, fell down with frightful countenances. And 
all this seemed exceedingly wonderful.** And excellent shields 
decked with golden stars and possessed of solar efiiilgeuce, brok* 
cn by (strokes of ) battle-axes and lances and swords, droj^ped 
on the field.**^ And many car-warriors mangjled and bruised 
by the tusks and the strong trunks of elephants, fell down witL 
their charioteers. And many bulls among car^warriora, struck 
by bulls among car- warriors with theif shafts, fell down on 
the ground.** And many persons, hearing the wails of horse- 
men and foot-soldiers struck with the tusks and otheH^ limbs of 
^ Olepbants or crushed by the impetus of those huge creaturee 
irusbing in close ranks, fell down on the field of battle.i*** 


. e The word Caravardni in the text is rendered by K. P. Singha M 
ouiveri. Nilakantha explains it as coats of mail. There can be no doiib€» 
/bcirevef!, that the Burdwan Pundits render it correctly as *^sbielda’*— ^1!!. 

f Xn the first line of 19th, the Bengal reading SdyaJtHnam ii a ofitb 
tike, tba rwdivg u 



i wltofi CftTAliyand fo6t^1dim 

amd elephants and steeds and em wegte flyiit|r •^way iii iwih^ 
Bhifllima^ sarcottnded by many mighty oar-wamon» obtained 
S^ht of him who had the prince of apes on his standard**^ 
And the ^Imyra-bannered warrior, viz, the son of Cintaan* 
haidiig fi^e palmyras on his standard, then rushed againat the 
diadom-deeked (Arjuna) whose car, in consequence of the 
fleOtneBS of the excellent steeds attached to it, was endued 
irith wonderful energy, and which blazod like the very lig^t^ 
Bing in consequence of the energy of his mighty weapona^^ 
And so against that son of Indra who was like unto Indra 
himself, rushed many (other) warriors headed by Drona and 
Hripa and Calya and Yivning^ati and Duryodhana and also 
Somadatta*s son, O king Then the heroic Abhimanyu the 
son oi Aijuna, 'conversant with all weapons and cased in a 
handsome and golden coat of mail, rushing out of the ranks, 

, quickly proceeded against all those warriors.** And that son 
of B^rishna, of feats incapable of being borne, baffling the 
mighty weapons of all those warriors of great strength, looked 
fesplendant like the adorable Agni himself, on the sacrificial 
altar, oV blazing flames, invoked with high mantraa,^* Then 
Bhishma of mighty energy, creating in that battle a very 
fiver whose waters were the blood of foes, and quickly avoid- 
.iiig^ Snbhadra’s son, encountered that mighty car^ar^or, 
qis, Pirtha him|elf.** Then Arjuna decked with diadem and 
garlands, with his Gandiva of wonderful mien and twang 
loud aHTthb roar of the thunder, shooting showers of arrowy" 
iMiSed that shower mighty weapons (shot by Bhishma).** 
And that high-souled warrior having the prince of apes Cn 
Ilk bandir, of feats incapable of being borne, then poured in 
aatuva upon Bhishma, that best of all wielders of boks^^ 
shower of sharpc«dged arrows and polished shafts of bMlIf 
heads.** And so thy troops also beheld that shower of 
weapons shot by him who had the prince of apSie Von liiV 
baimetV^ ppposed and dispersed by Bhishma like thA mpker 
day likyhlling 4^he gloom of n^ght).** And the Kurns imA 
the Srinjayis, and all the people there, beheld thatbin|fle 
eimbatlilmen Uiose two foremost of men, viz, BhkbihalMd 



"frUfTJT* pr^Kiesdiag thus ste^ilf; sad thus, distiiiganhad' . 
tenible twang of the bows of both 2’ "** 


Section LXI, 

I* 

^Siuijaya said, — 'And Drona*s son, aad Bhuri^ravas, 

CMya, aud Cbitraaeua, O sire, aud the son of Samyamaiiii 
l^UiOi all fought with Subhadras &ou.^ And whil^ ^ghtiog^ 
with five tigers ai^ong men, people beheld him possewi*' 
od of exceeding energy, like a young lion fighting with five 
^ephanta* Aud no one among them equalled Krishna’s soa 
in. Bareness of aim, in bravery, in prowess, in lightness of 
hand, or in knowledge of weapons.^ And beholding his son# 
that chastiser of foes, thus straggling and displaying his 
prowess in battle, Parthi set up a leoniue roa?.^ Aud seeing 
thy grandson, O king, thus afiiicting thy host, thy warriors, 

O monarch, surrouuded him on ail sides^* Then that smiter 
of foes, the son of Subhadra, dope ailing upon his prowess and ^ 
might, advanced with undepressed heart against the Dharta* 
rasbtra host/ Aud while battling with the foc^ in that con^ 
flict, his mighty* bow eudued with the eifulgcnce of the sun, 
yftSL8 seen by all to b*? incessantly stretched for striking*^ AxA 
piercing the son of JDrona with one shaft, and, Galya with 
five, he^ overthrew the standard of Sainyamani’s son with 
eight shafts/ Aud with another sharp-edged arrovv he cut off 
the mighty dart, of golden stalf, resembling a snake, that was 
hurled at him by Somadatta’s son/ Aud the«heir«of Arjuua, 
haffling in the very sight of Calya, Hs hundreds of terribls 
slew his four steeds/^ Thereupon* ^huri(;ravas, and 
Qalya, and Drona’s son, and Samyamani, ^d Cairf^ struck 
^ith fear at the strength of arms displayed by Krishna’s a(m§ 
«|Oald not stay before him/* Tnen, O great king, the Tri*t 
gm'tas, and the Madras, with the Kekayas, numbering five 
and twenty thousand, urged by thy son,*^ all of wnom wese 
ij^r^ost of men accomplished in the science of arms^ and 
wire incapable of defeat by foes in battle, surrounded * 
l^tia with bis'son, for slaying thenr both/* Then, O kiug^ii 
vipquisher of foes, the commander of the Panova 





priiKjo of the Panch&Us, beheld the cars of the &t|iov 
the eon (thtie) stuTounded (bj the foe),** SuppoHed by 
thoueaade of elephants and cars, and by hundred tbouMd^i 
of cavalry and infantry,** and stretching his bow in greall 
wrath, he s^lvauced against that division of the Madras aadi 
Kekayas, O chastiser of foes, leading his troops with him I** 
And that division (of the Pandava army), protected by 
renowD^^nd hrni bowman, and coiiKisting of cars, elephants^ 
and cavalry, looked rcsplendant as it. advanced for the en«* 
ccunter,*’^ And while proceeding towards Arjuna, that per* 
petuator of Panchala’s race struck Caradwat’s son on hlS 
ahoulder-joint with three arrows.** And piercing the Madrakae 
then with ten sharp shafts, he speedily slew the protector of 
Kritavarman’s rear.** And that chastiser of foes then, with 
a shaft of broad head, slew Damana the heir of the high* 
coaled Paurava,** Tnen the son of Samyamani pierced the 
Panchkla prince incapable of defeat in battle, with ten shafts, 
and his charioteer also wUh ten shafts.** Tnen that naighty 
bowman, (thus) severely pierced, licked with his tongue the 
corners of his /uouth, and cut otT his enemy's bow with a 
broad-beaded shafe of exceasive sharpness.** And soon the 
prince of Panchala afflicted his foe whh five and twenty 
arrows, and then slew his steeds, O king, and then both the 
protectors of his wings.** Then, O bull of Bharata’a race, 
j^myainanVs son, standing on that car whose steeds were 
slain, 'looked at the son of the renowned king of the PancbAlaa*^ 
Then tsklag up. a terrible scimitar of the very best kind^ 
made of steel, Sarny aman is son, walking on foot, approached 
l>rupada*s son staying on his car.** And the Pandava soldiers 
and Dhfistadyucina also of Prishata’e race beheld him coming 
like a surging wave and resembling a snake fallen £roai the 
And he whirled his sword and looked .like the sun and 
advanced with the tread of an infuriate elephant/*^^ The 
prince of P&nchala then, excited with rage, quickly ^ 

a maps, smash^ the head of S&myamani’s son ihus advancing 
towards him, sharp-edged scimitar in grasp and shield in band^ 
as soon as the latter, having crossed the shooting distaace, was 
t0 hie advessary’s car,**"^* And tben^ O 



Iliiy deprived of life, ins blA 2 in^«dsriiii!|^ 

■iiihjiild,'' loosened from his grap, fell down with his body cni ihi 
Ipitttttid** And the high-souled son of the F&nchtla king, od 
tSiril^e prowess, having slain his foe with his mace^ won gra^. 
ieQOlime*^ And when that prince, that mighty cftr^warfioir 
gnd great bowman, was (thus) slain, loud cries of oh s^d 
ttfoee among thy troops, O sire !** Then S^myamani, excited 
with rage upon beholding his own son slain, impetuously 
rudied towards the prince of Pancbala who was incapable of 
defeat in battle.'* And all the kings of both the Kuru and 
tile P&ndava armies beheld those two princes and foremost of 
oar-warriors engage in battle.'* Then that slayer of hostile 
heroes, Samyamani, excited with wrath, struck Prishata’s son 
with three shafts like (the conductor of an elephant striking) 
a mighty elephant >vith hooks." And so Calya also, that 
ornament of assemblies, excited with wrdth, struck the heroic 
eon of Prishata on his breast. And thcntcommenced (another) 
battle (there).** *" 


Section LXII. 

“Dbritarashtra said, — T regard destiny to he superior to 
exertion, O San jay a, inasmuch as the army of ny son is con- 
tinnalljw slaughtered by the army of the Pandavas.' Thou 
always speakest, O Suta, of my troops as being slaughtered 
iiad thou always speakest of the Panda vas as both unslain 
and cheerful.' Indeed, O Sanjaya, thou speakeSt of mine 
as deprived of manliness, felled and falling, and slaughtered,* 
idibough they are battling to the best of their powers and 
iPiriving hard for victory ! Thou always spcalgsst to me of the 
nndavaf as obtaining victory and mine as becoming weaker 
and weaker.* O child, I am incessantly hearing of countless 
eauses of unbearable and poignant grief on account of Duiyo- 
Idmna’s^doings !' 1 do not see, O Sanjaya, the means bj 
Mtdsh the Pbndavas, may be weakened or mine may obtain 
lbs victory in battle !’•' ^ 

^Sanjaya said, — 'This mighty evil bath proceeded firem 
0 king ! Listen now with patisnoe to the groat alangbtsv 
I 80 1 
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ele^infm, steeds, md cmi^warriors t* 
afflicted by Calya with nine shafts, afflicted hi ratam theiMMi^ 
ef the Madras 'with many shafts made of steeL^ Aad 
Mbeld the* prowess of Prishata’s son t9 be highly wendetfl^ 
inasmuch as be spcodily checked Calya that onidroent of 
semblies.* The battle between them lasted for only a shm^t 
space of time. While angrily engaged in combat, none be» 
held evdb h moment's rest Lakcn by any of them.*^ Then, & 
king, Calya in that battle ent off Dbrishtadynmna’s bow with 
a broad-headed shaft of sharp edge and excellent temper.** 
And he also covered him, O Bharata, with a shower of arrown 
like rain-charged clouds pouring their drops on the mountain 
breast during the season of rain<^.'* And while Dhrishtadyomna 
was being thus afflicted, Abnimanyu, excited with wrath, mah 
ed impetuously towards the car of the ruler of the Madras.^* 
Then the wrathful sou of Krishna, of immeasurable soul, 

' obtaining the car of fho rvlcr of the Madras (within shoot* 
ittg distance), pierced Artayani with three sharp shafts.*** 
Then the warriors of thy army, O king, desirous of oppos* 
ing the son of Arjuna in battle, speedily surrounded the 
car of tbe ruler of the Madras,** And Duryodbana, and 
Vikarna, and Diisqasana, and Viving(;ati, and Durmarshana* 
and Dussaba,' and Chitrasena, and Diiriliiikha,** and Satya- 
Tiata, ble9f,ed be thou, and Purmnitra, O Bhirata,*— these, 
protecting the car of the ruler of the Madras, stationed 
themselves there.** Then Bhimasena, excited with wrath, 
attd Dhrishtadyumna of Prishata's race,' and the five sons of 
I>raupadi, and Abbimanyu, and the twin sons of Mkdrt and 
Plndu/V^these ten opposed those ten warriors of the Dh&rtit* 
rkshtra army, shooting, O king, diverse kinds of weapona** 
And they approached and encountered one another in battle, 
desirous of slaying one another, in consequnce, O king, ef 
thy wicked policy ** And when those ten car*warrioie, eit*- 
f^ted with wrath, engaged with the ten others in thkt 
hattlb, the other oar- warriors of both thy army mnd^of^lllfe 
foe all stood aakpectators.** 4 nd those mighty ett!r»wimio«^ 

catted Artsyant afttf the name of hi# ^ 
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ditfserse kiads of weapons, and roaring qn€ anotbef; 
iimato one another fiercely.** With wrath engendered in 
Ikoir breasts, desirous of slaying one another; they uttered 
fieeee shoutB, challenging one another.** And jealous of ooa 
another, O king, those kinsfolk united together, encountered 
one another wrathfully, shooting mighty weapons.** And 
wonderful to say, Diiryodhana, excited with rage, pierced 
ZMirishtadyamna in that battle with four sharp shaltsi** ^ And 
Ourmarshana pierced hhn with twciit3% and Chitrasena with 
fiire, and Darmiikka with nine, and Dussaha with seven,** 
and Viving^ati with five, and Das^asana with three shafta 
Then, O great king, that scorcher of foes, viz, Prishata'e 
^n,*^ pierced each of them in return with five and twenty 
Shafts, displaying his lightness of hand. Ami Abhimanyu, O 
Bhkrata, pierced Sat3^avrata and Puriimitra each with tea 
shafts. Then the sons of Madri, those delightors of their 
mother, covered their uncle with^ showers of sharp arrows. « 
And all this seemed wonderful Then, O monarch, Calya 
covered his nephews, those two foremost of car-wSrriors;, 
desirous of counteracting their uncle’s feats, ufith innumerable 
arrows. And though thus shrouded by him with arrows, the 
eons of Midri wavered not.****^ Then the mighty Bhimasena, 
the son of Pandu,» beholding Duryodhana and desirous of 
ending Jhe strife, took up his mace** And beholding ^the 
snighty-armed Bhimasena with upraised mace aud looking 
iike the crested Kailasa mount, th5^ sons fled away in terror.** 
0 uryodhana, however,* excited with wrath, urged •tbt? Maga- 
division consisting of ten thoussAdd elephants of great 
Uptivity.** Accompanied by that c lap ban t (fi vision and placing 
the ruler of Magadha before him, king DurA’odhana advanced 
towards Bhimasena.** Beholding that elephant division ad- 
.^wancing towards him, VrLkodara, mace in hand, jumped down 
from his ear, uttering a loud roar like that of a lion.** And 
pturi^ed jrith ‘that mighty maco which was endued with great 
^weight aud the strength of adamant, he rushed towarde that 
ojlqph&t diviaoB, like the Destroyer himself with wide;ope& 
IMuth.*^ And the mighty-armed Bhimasena* endued wi^ gvoat 
ateesgthy slaying elephants with bis mace^ wandeijflj^^; the 
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wit^ the load ehoate of the roaring Bhima> ahoilti 
the mind and the heart to tremble with feal*/ the ele^ ht iiil g ^ 
drimobio{| close, lost alt power of motion.** Then the eMf 
of Draupadi, and that mighty car-warrior the eon of Snhii^^ 
dril, and Nakula and Sahadeva, and Dhrishtadynmna 
Triahata*8 race,** protecting Bhima’s rear, rushed behind Ifliili 
oheohing; bll by scattering their arrowy showers like 1li¥ 
y0fy clouds pouring rain on the mountain breast.*^ And thooe 
mindava warriors struck off the heads of their foes battling 
from the backs of elephants, with well-tempered and keen* 
edged shafts of diverse forms.^** And the heads (of elephant* 
riders), and arms decked with ornaments, and hands with 
iron-hooks in grasp, falling fast, resemblod a stony shower.** 
And the headless tnmks of cicphant-riders on the necks of the 
beasts they rode, looked like headless trees on mountain sum- 
mits.** And we bchtld m*'ghty elephants felled and falling, 
slain by Dhrishtadynmna, the higb-souled son of Prisbata.** 
Then the ruler of the Magadhas, in that battle, urged his 
elephapt resembling Airavata himself, towards the car of 
Sabhadra*s son.^* Beholding that mighty elephant advancing 
towards him, that slayer of hostile heroes, the brave son of 
Subhadrk, slew it with a single shaft.*’ And when the ruler 
of <}he Mj^idhas was thus deprived of his elephant, that 
nouqurcror of hostile cities, viz^ the son of Krishna, then 
struck off that king’s head with a broad-headed shaft with 
silver winga** * And ^Bhimasena the son of P&ndu, having 
l^enetrated that cV^phant division, began to wander over Ifte 
field, <gushing those beasts around him like Indra himself 
crushiiig the mountains.*’ And wo beheld elephants slain in 
that battle by Bhimasena, each with only one stroke ^f 
his « mace), like hills riven by thunder.**. And many 4fe* 
phants, huge as hills, were slain there, having their t^mks 
broken, or temples, or bones, or backs, or frontal ^globeA^ 

■iiiiifcii .III . - - — — " ' ' 

♦ Thets went" tiiSrst (arrows^ with heads like nsorsX 
(arrewe with fMJtMUhM heads), hhaUoM (broad-headed ai1?s%il9|*‘‘^illd 
ereseent-shaped heade}**^* 
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O ldiig» d^piiy^ of life, there 
iiMltha And many m^hty elephants, with frontat 
tMMflOtely smashed, vomited large quantiti^ of blood.** Afinf^ 
as«a#i from fear, laid themselves down on the ground like (aO 
il|4l|iy) hillocks. And smeared with the (at and blood (of 
ifrants) and almost bathed in their marrow,** Bhima wander* 
ed^over the field like the Destroyer himself club in hand. And 
Vakodara, whirling that mace of his which was wet with the 
Uood of elephants/^ beoame terrible and awful to behold, like 
the wielder of Pinaka armed with Pindka.* And those hnge 
tuskers, while (thus) crushed by the angry Bhima,** suddenly 
fled away, afflicted, crushing thy own ranks. And those 
mighty bowmen and car-warriors, headed by Subhadrh's son, 
(ail the while) protected that battling hero whirling his gory 
mace wet with the blood of elephants, like the celestials pro- 
tecting the wielder of the thunder-boh.-f-**^* Of terrible 
soul, Bhimasena then looked like the Destroyer himself. In- 
deed, O Bharata, putting forth his^trength on all sides mace * 
in arms,’* we beheld Bhimasena then to resemble Csnkara 
himself dancing (at the end of the TugaJ,^ and his fierce, 
heavy, and sounding mace to resemble the club of Yama and 
possessed of the sound of Indra’s bolt. And that gory mafie 
of bis, smeared witji marrow and hair,*’**^ re^mbled (also) 
the angry Rudra s Pinaka while he is engaged in destroying 
all creatures. As a herdsman chastises his herd oPcattle 'ftrith 
<a'goad,’’ so did Bhima smite that elephant division with that 
mace of his. And while thus slaughtered by 3 bima with his 
mace and with shafts (by those that protected his rear), the 
alephants ran on all sides, crushing the carl of thy own army,, 
ffhen driving away those elehphants from the field like a 
mighty wind driving away masses of olouds, Bhima stood 
there like the wielder of the trident on a crematorium,’ 


♦ Civs, the universal destroyer, armed with hie bow,— 
t tfery meoi vf9t with da, the origins} U pleonaatia— 
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that elephant diviaion was extsiwi|« 
aated* thy son Duiyodhana urged his entire army, qosuiimuimI- 
ing the cxatrioia to slay Bhimasena.^ Then the entire axmyi, 
the oommand of thy son, rushed towards Bhimasena who ww 
uttering fierce shouta* That vast and unlimited host difiip 
unit of borne by the very gods» incapable of being 

drossediike the sureing sea on the day of full moon or 
new moon, abounding with ears, elephants, and steedsi 
teaounding with the blare of conchs and the beat of dmmSi 
numbering untold foot-soldiers and car-warriors, and shrouded 
by the dust (it raised), that very sea of hostile troops incapable 
of being agitated, thus .coming towards him, Bhimasena 
ehecked in battle, O king, like the banks resisting the ocean.^ 
That feat, O king, Which we beheld, of Bhimasena the high- 
aouled son of Pilndu^ was exceedingly wonderful and super- 
human/ With his mace Ihe fearlessly checked all those kings 
-angrily rushing towards him, with their steeds, and cars, and 
elephants.^ Gfiecking that vast force with mace, that fore- 
most of mighty men, Bhiroa, stood in that fierce melee, 
unmovable as the mountain Meru/ Ai^d in that dreadful, 
fierce, and ^terrific encounter, his brotihcrs and sons and 
Dhrishtadyiimna of Prishata*s race* and the sons of ](j^raupadi 
and Abhifiiaoyu, and the un vanquished Cikhandin, — these 
mighfy warriors,— did not abandon him from fear/^ Taking 
up bis massive .and weighty mace ms^de of Caiha iron, bo 
susbed towards the warriors of thy army like the Destrojor 
Idmielf, armed with bis club/^ .And pressing crowds of Ofrs 
and erdwds of Jiorsemeo down into the earth, the loyd Bhima 
waudered over the field like the fire at the end of the Tuga*^^ 
And Pfindu’s son of infinite prowess, crushing crowds of oaui 
with the impetus of his thighs, and slaying thy %varriors Jm 
battle, wandered like the Destroyer himself at the end 

And be bagan to grind thy troops with the great* 
ost oeoe tike an elephant ^ crashing a forest of reecl^ An^ 
dragging oar-p^lWiriors down firofn their oars, and warrioxv figbtr 
ing of plepbauta from backs of tbos^ 
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ftad borsemeii from the ba<^s of horsef, aoii Ibol* 
soldieira as they stood on the ground, in the army of thy son^ 
mighty-armed Bhimasena slew them alt With bis mm$e like 
ttewind crushing trees by its force.^* And that nume of bi8» 
sHying elephants and steeds, became smeared with fkt, mar* 
rdW, flesh, and blood/* and looked exceedingly terriblel Anil 
irith the bodies of slain men and cavalry lyin g scattered 
abotit/^ the field of battle wore the appearance of the* abode 
of Tama. And the terrible and slaughtering mace of Bhima* 
aena, resembling the fierce bludgeon of Death and endued 
with the effulgence of Indra’s bolt, looked like Pindka of the 
angry Rudra while destroying living creatures.***** Iiideedi 
that mace of the high-souled son of Kunti, who was slaying 
all around, .looked fiercely resplendant likje the bludgeoii 
of the Destroyer himself at the time of the universal dissolu* 
tion.*® And beholding him thus routing that large army 
repeatedly and advaucing like Death s sslf, all the warriors 
became cheerless.** Whithersoever the son of Pandu, rais* 
ing his mace, cast his eyes, in consequence of hia'look 
atone,- O Bharata, all the troops there seemed to melt away.** 
Beholding Vrikodara of terrible deeds, thus routing th6 army 
and uu vanquished by even so large a force and devouring the 
(hostile) division like the destroyer himself wiUi wide-open 
mouth, ^bishma speedily came towards him,**"®^ on his car of 
solar effulgence and rattle loud as that of the clouds, (shroud^ 
ing the welkin) with his arrowy showers like a vapoury canopy 
charged with rain.** •Then the mighty-armed BhimasCna** 
beholding Bhishma thus advancing like* the Destroyer him* 
jself with wide-open mouth, rushed towards film, excited with 
wrath.** At that moment, that foremost hero of Ciui’s race, 
Sktyaki of sure aim, fell upon the grandsire, slaying bih 
eaebAies (along the way) with his firm bow and causing tby 
son’s army to tremble.** And ail the combatants who belonged 
to thy acmy were then, O Bharata, unable to impede the prw* 
gtess of that hero thus advancing with his steeds of sijvery 
bno and scattering his sharp shafts furnished with handsome 
yihgs.V At that time the Mdkahasa Alamvusha (only) sue*- 
btedtd in piercing him with ten shaCts. But piercuig Alam** 



mtba in return with fettr AdUm, the Kveiitett tXxA 
caeded <fa hie ear.^* Bebolding that hero of Yriehii&'e IMi 
thus adraaomg and rolling (as it were) through the wii|f 
aeidflt of his enemies, and checking (as he proceeded) 
foremost^ of K.uru warriors, and repeatedl3r uttering toed 
ehouts in that battle, thy warriors then, like masses of oloude 
louring rain in torrents on the mountain breast, sbowersid 
their apropry down-pours on him. They were, howerer, inoap^ 
able of impeding the progress of that hero who looked like 
fhe noonday sun in his And there was none who 

was not then cheerless, save Soma<latta s son, O king ! And 
Bhurieravas the son of Soinadatta, O Bharata, beholding 
the oar-warriors of his own side driven away, rushed against 
Sityaki from desire of battle, taking up his bow of herce 
impetus.’ 


Section L*viV, 

^^Sanjaya said, — Tnen, O king, Bburi^ravas, excited with 
great wrath, pierced Satyaki with nine arrows like (the con* 
ductor of an elephant piercing) an elephant with the iron 
Iiook.^ Satyaki also, of immeasurable sbu), in the very sight 
of all the tjroops, pierce<l the Kaurava warrior with nine 
nhafea* Then king Duryodbana, accompanied by his^ uterine 
hrothers, Surrounded Somadalta’s sou thus striving in battle.* 
^Smilihrly the Pandavas also, of great energy, quickly sur* 
«xoanduig Satyaki in that battle, took up their poaitione 
mound him.^ And •‘Bhimascua, excited with wrath, and 
with mace upraised, O Bharata, encountered all thy SOM^ 
Iteaded^hy Duryodbana.* With many thousands of cars, and 
excited with wrath and vindictiveness, thy son l^aodaka 
pierced Bhimasena of great might with keen-edged and 
pointed shafts whetted on stone and winged with the 
of the hamJea bird. Then Duryodbana, O king, in 

■ ■■ n, , I I 

♦ The last vetss is a triplet although the measure *4oei Jftpl 

admit of a triplet. The fact is, it ehouid really be eounted asr 
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tMubte^. ^xoii)ed with wrath» strack Bhimasana ia^ tlie» braaaH 
witSh mae sharp shafts. Then the mightj-armed Bhima of 
Speaat strength mounted on his own excellent car and, 
fhneasing (his charioteer) Vi^oka, said, — These heroic andl^ 
fiWghty sons of Dhritarashtra, all great car-warrioi 4 i*"* arw 
esSoeedingly angry with me and desirous of slaying me iot 
battle. I will slay all these today in thy sight, without^ 
doubt.*® Therefore, O charioteer, guide my steeds tn» battle^ 
with care ! — Having said^his, O monarch, Pritha’s son pierc- 
ed thy son with sharp-pointed arrows decked with gold. An<i 
he pierced Nandaka in return with three arrows between his 
two breasts.^^'^* Then Duryodhana, having pierced the mighty 
Bbima with six arrows, pierced Vi(;oka in return with three 
other sharp arrows/" And Duiyodhana, O king, as if smil- 
ing the while, with three sharp arrows cut off at the grasp 
the rcBplendant bow of Bhiina in that battle.** Bhima then, 
that bull iKnoiig men, beholding his Vi9oka afHicted, 

in ihai conHiof'. with sharp shafts by thy son armed with the 
bow, sitid unable to bear it, drew another excellent bow* ex- 
cited with wrath, for the destruction of thy *800, O mon- 
arch.**"** And excited wdth great wrath, he also took up ai^ 
arrow with horse-shoe head and furnished with -xcellent wings. 
And with that (arrow^ Bhima cut off the excellent bow of the 
king.*^ ^hen thy son, excited to the highest pitcji of fu|y; 
leaving that broken bow aside, speedily took up another^ thatu 
was tougher.** And aiming a terrible shaft blazing as Death’s 
rod, the Kura king, excited with rage, struck "Bhimasena be- 
tween his two breasts.* * Deeply pierced tker^with, and greatly 
pained, he sat down on the terrace of his car. And whil^ seated 
en the terrace of his car, he swooned away.*® Beholding Bhima 
tbius unmanned, the illustrious and mighty car-warriors of tbo 
Fftndava army, headed by Abhimanyu, could not bear it.** 
And those warriors then, with great steadiness, showered on 
tiiy 8 on’s«head a thick down-pour of fierce shaft^.**. Then the 
ndghty ^Bhimasena, regaining consciousness, pierced Durye- 
dhana at first with three shafts and then with five.** And that 
iisighty *bowman the son of Pkndu then pierced Calya with 
and twenty shafts furnished with golden Win^s, And^ 
t 31 ] 



. pierced Calya was bome awagr firoai llia.itlaMlili 

Tfaeii thy Voarteeil eone, viM, &ii&pati, Siiah«ll% JftliMiMHkli 
Si 2 loohaika» IIgra» Bhimratha, Bhimai TiiavUiti/ %»fc4 JUbfaplii 
Dnrmukai^ Doshpradareha, Viritso, Vikata, aad Saiiia» ^ t i Wi 
enoouatdSred BhioMisena ia battle****^* United ' tog^ethea thi^ 
fuflhed against Bhimasena, and with eyes red in wtatli* 
abowering conotlesa arrows, they pierced him deeply**^ 9%ait 
the hernia and mighty BbimaseQa of strong arms, beholdifi|f 
tfay sons and licking the corners of his month like a wolf ill 
the midst of smaller creatures, fell upon them with iheimpetiH 
omty of Gadura. And the son of Pkndu then cat off the head 
of Senipati with a shaft having a horse-shoe head.*^* And 
then with delighted soul and laughing the while, that mighty* 
armed warrior, piercing Jalasandha with three arrows, dee* 
patched him to Yama’s abode. And next, smiting Sashen% 
he sent him to the prt*scnce of Death’s self. And with a 
single broad-beaded obaft felled on the ground the head, 
handsome as the moon, of Ugra, deckr^l with tarbaii and 
adorned with ear-rings. And in that battle, Phnda's eon 
Bhima, with seventy shafts, despatched Virvahu to the other 
world, with his steeds and standard and charioteer. And 
smiling the while, O king, Bhimasena quickly despatched both 
the brothers^ Bhima and Bbimaratha a^tso ta Yama's abod% 
And then p that great battle, in the very sight of* all the 
4roop|, with an arrow of borse-sboe head Bhima despatched 
Sulochana also to Death s domain. Then the rest of thy sene 
that were there', O king, beholding the' prowess of Bhimesehiir 
and while thus bejng struck by that illustrious warrior, all 
fled fro|p battle from fear of Bhima.* Then C&n tana's sOit, 
addressing all the mighty car-warriors (of his army), “said,-^ 
That fierce bowman, Bhima, excited with wrath in battle, li 
slaying the mighty sons of Dhritarksbtra and other heroio eilf^ 
warriors united together, whatever their knowledge of weap^ 
onSf and whatever their bravery ! Therefore, spire ys all thMt 
son. of Pkndu l”-”— Thus addressed,, all the troops^ of tfe 
Dh&rtarksbtra army, excited wHh rage, rushed towards BhhUi^ 
sena with great might.** And Bhagadatta, O 

'fa^^fephaiit of rent' tretnples, suddenly tusliod' iWlildP 
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was atatiipiied.^ And nuAiiag |j)|thsr .14 
iilAntsmhnA he shrouded Bhima with his shafts *Whot<^ Wfi 
sMae so as to make him completely iurisihle, like the clouds 
eovering the sun.^ Those mighty car-wariiors, however, (of 
the Fftiidava army), relying on the prowess of (faei/o«m ams^ 
eould not bear that shrouding of Bhima (with the arrowy 
riiewers of Bhagodatta)/* They, therefore, surrounding Bha« 
godetta on all sides, poured on him their arrowy down-pours. 
And they pierced his elephant also with showers of shafts*^* 
And struck by all those mighty car- warriors with showers of 
fisree shafts of diverse kinds, that elephant, O king, of the 
niter of the Prag-yotishhas,^* with blood trickling down^his 
body. became beautiful to behold on the field of battle like a 
majM of clouds tinged with the rays of the sun.^* And that 
elephant with temporal juice trickling down, urged by Bhaga- 
datta, rushed against all those warrior*/, like Death's self 
Urged by the Destroyer,** with double Jais former speed and 
shaking the very earth with his tread. Then all those mighty 
ear^warriors, beholding that terrible mien of the animal,**^ 
and regarding it as irresistible, became cheerless. Then king 
Bhagadatta, that tiger among men, excited with rage, etruck 
Bhimasena between"* his two breasts with a straight shaftt 
Deeply pierced by th^ king with that shaft, that^ great bow- 
man and mighty car- warrior, with limbs deprived of sensation 
in consequence of a swoon, sat down on his car, holding Ibis 
fligstadl And beholding those mighty car-warriors tetrifieef 
lUid Bhimasena in a swoon,***^^ Bhagadatta of great prowess 
Uttered a loud roar. Then, O king, that terrible Rdkahaaa 
Cihutotkacha, beholding Bhima in that stafb, became excited 
Udth rage and there and then disappeared^ from tHe view. 
i|klid creating a terrible illusion enhancing the fears of the 
he reappeared in a moment assuming a fierce form. 
JEBmself riding on an Airavata created by his powers' of 
IWowoii” the other Di^-elephants, viz, Anjana, Yamana, and 
Ifuhapadma of blazing glory, followed him.** And those 
mighty elephants, ridden by Rdkahaaaa, were of Kug^ 
with juice profusely trickling down in three lioes,*^ 
with great speed and.prowess« Tbcrv Qhatot^ 
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kacha u|;g6d bia own elephant to battle/* desbrou% ^ 
aer of foea, of slaying BhagadatU with bis elephant^ Al|f} 
those other elephants, excited with fury an4 eaoh 
with four tusks, urged by R&kahasos of great strengtjbi 
from alk sides^ upon Bhagadatta’s elephant, • a6UGting, hW 
with their tusks/*"** And tho elephant of Bbagadatta, thua 
afflicted by those elephants, (already) struck with arrows 
feeling ^great pain, uttered loud cries that resembled tbs 
thunder of Indra,** Aud hearing those tt^rrible and loud cries 
df that roaring elephant, Bhishma» addressing Drona and 
Suyodhana and all the kings, said/^ — The mighty bot^joaa 
Shagadatta is battling with the wicked-soulod son of.Hidim<« 
vt, and hath fallen into great distress That lidkslmaa is 
of huge form, and the king also is very wrathful. Engaged in 
battle, they woufd certainl}" prove each ather s death.** Loud 
shouts also are beard, ol the rojoieiug Paudavas, aud the cries 
of agony of (king Rhagidatta’'*) ti rriiied elephant !*• Bles6<^ 
be ye, let us all go there* for rescuing the king, for if left 
unproteoted in battle, ho will soon give up his life !** Ye war*? 
fiors of great epergy, do, as I bid, even now ! Yo sinless olie% 
make no delay ! The combat deepens and bocometh fierof^ 
rhaking the hair to stand on cud.** That dommander of a cUri* 
fiion is highjborn, endued with great bravery, and devoted to 
usl Ye warriors of unfading glory, it is meet that hif rescue 
fiho*uld be cMocted by us !** — Hearing these words of Bhiohsaa» 
all tbd kings (of the Kuru army), headed by Dharadwaja's son* 
desirous of< rescuing Bhagadatta,** proceeded with great speed 
to where the ruler of t^ac Prag-yotishas was. Aud beholdiag 
the enemy advancing, the' Pancbalas with the P&ndavoOf 
headed t>y Yudhishthira, pursued them behind. Then that 
prince of Rakshasaa, endued with great prowess, beholdiag 
that division (of the enemy) advanc,**"*® uttered a fierce vom 
deep as that of the thunder. Hearing that roar of his and 
beholding those battling elephants/^ Cantanu's son 
once again addressed Bharadwaja's son aud said, — I do -not 
like to hght (today) with the wicked-souled son of Hidimva/^ 
indued with great might and energy, he is at present well^ 
-ppoafc He u incapable of beiag Taoqushcd sow . bp 
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'wielder'' of the tbander^bolt himself.** Of jrafeness of 
he is a great smiter. As regards ourselves, our sniTnala 
ipe tueed (today). We have also beea greatly maogled 
Itoohilae aud the Pindavas.** I do not like a fresh enoota« 
tPMr wifeh the victorious Pandavas. Let the witfadrawail of OQf* 
emy* therefore, be proclaimed today I Tomorrow we will 

the foe Hearing these words of the grandsire, the 
Kmravas, afflicted with the fear of Ohatotkacha/aAd avail*! 
iag of the advent of Oight as a pretext, gladly did what tb^ 
grandsire said.^* And after the Kauravas had withdrawn, the 
Pindavas, crowned with victory, uttered leonine roars, ming* 
Keg them with the blare of conchs and the notes of pipea^^ 
Thus did the battle take place that day, O Bharata, between' 
the Kurus and the Pandavas headed by Ghatotkacha.^’^ And 
the "Kauravas also, vanquished by the Pandavas and overcome^ 
With shame, retired to their own tents when night pame7* 
And those mighty car-warriora, the vons <yf PSndu, their bodies 
mangled with shafts and themselves filled with (the result of) 
the battle, proceeded, 0 king, towards their encampment,^’ 
with Bhimasena and Ghatotkacha, 0 monarch, ^at their bead 
And filled with great joy, O king, they worshipped thoud 
heroes.’’ And they uttered diverse kinds of shouts wbich 
were mingled with the notes of trumpets. And *they uttered 
many Uonine roars that were mingled with t^e blare> of 
oenohs.’*^ And those high-soiiled warriors shouted, tpaking 
the very earth tremble therewith, and grinding, as it were, O 
sire, the hearts of thy •sons!** And it was thus that those 
cahastisers of foes, when night came, preceded towards thei^ 
tents. Aud king Duryodhana, cheerless at the doatl) of hit 
brothers,” passed some time in thoughtfulness, overcome with 
grief and tears. Then making all the arragements for hie 
damp according to the rules (of military science), he began te 
pass the hours in meditation, scorched with grief and' afflicted 
with soivow on account of his (slain) brothers,* i*” • 



SsotioH 

of tli<m fe^toof tli# 

nadii thiit ftce iiiM|iabto of being eeliieved by tbe gods l3im^ 
riere^ iby beort, O Sanjaym, is filled with fear and wondewfl 
Hearing also of the humiliation of my sons in evety wa}^' 
gfoal hath been my anxiety as to the consequenee that ertt 
ensue ^ « The words uttered by Vidura will, no doubt, oonsmb 
my heart ! Everything that hath happened seemeth to be due 
to Destiny, O Sanjaya !* The combatants of the Pandava army 
are encountering and smiting those best of warriors haring 
Bllishma for their head, those heroes conversant with every 
weapon !* What ascetic penances have been performed by the 
high-sonled and mighty sons of Pindu, what boon have tjbey 
obtained, O son, or what science is known to them,* in eonse* 
quenoe of which, like the stars in the firmament, they are 
ft undergoing no diminutioi J I cannot bear it that my army 
riiould be repeteadly slaughtered by the PEndavasI* The 
^firine chastisement, highly severe, hath fallen on me alone I 
Tell me every tffing truly, O Sanjaya, about that for which the 
spns of Pindtt have become unslayable and mine alayable ! 1 
do not see the other ihore of this (sea of) distress!**** I asa 
like a man derirous of crossing the vasty *deep with my two 
erii|8 alone^! I certainly think that a great calamity hath 
evertajcen my sons !* Without doubt, Bhima will slay all 
tny sons 1 I do not see that hero who is able to pmteoh 
my sons in battle The death of my sons in this battle^ 

O Sanjaya, is certain \ It behoveth thee, therefore, O 
to tell qpe who asketh thee, everything about the true oamm 
of ell this ! Beholding his own troops retreating from battier 
^hat £d Dutyodhana do And what did Bhishma asid 

l>rona» and Kripa, and Suvala’s son, and Jeyadratha^ and 
that mighty bowman, viz, Drona’s son, and Vikama of fjjtmH . 
elrwn^» do When also, O thou of great wiedmeif 
eoi^ tamed b^k fimm the fight, what, O Sanjaya^ |»eotaHi 
the rdedive of those high-soulqd warrors 

I^Seagal reading is a nistoki far tarta efhi i m tfwT ^ I 
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O kinifi with atte&t|(»i, md iuiT<* 
iiig listened, let it go to thy heart ! Nothing (in tibia) is the 
Hwnlt of ineantation, nothing the reenlt of illadon of an^ 
land i** Nor have the eons of Pindu created any new 
They are endued with might; and they are fidhttii^ hg 
fidr meane in this battle.** Desirous of* high fame, the J90i|9 
of PritU always do every act, including evmi the support o^T 
their lives, agreeably to the ways of morality.** Epdued with 
every kind of prosperity, and possessed of great strengtht 
they never desist from battle, keeping their eyes on lightepusi 
mesa. And victory is there where righteousness isT** It is for 
this, O king, that the sons of Pritha are unslayable in battle 
and always victorious ! Thy sons are of wicked souls and are 
addicted to sinfulnesa** They are cruel and^ wedded to meai| 
acts. It is for this that they are being weakened in battle. Thy 
sons, O king, like despicable men, did many cruel and deceit- 
ful acts to the sons of Pkndu. Disregarding, however, all 
those offences of thy sons,***** the sons of Pindu always con-" 
oealed those acts, O elder brother of Pindu ! Thy sons iJso, Q 
king, on numerous occasions humiliated the Pindavas.** Let 
them now reap the terrible fruit, like poison, of that persis- 
tent course of sinfurness !*** That fruit should be enjoy&) 
hy thee also, O king) with thy sons and kinsmen,, since thon» 
O king.wcouldst not be awakened even though counselled by 
thy well-wishers !** Repeatedly forbidden by Yidura,'^ b^ 
Bhishma, by the high-souled Drona, and by myself also, thoTi 
didst not understand,*** rejecting our words intended for thy 
good and worthy of thy acceptance, like i sick man rejecting tho 
somdieinc prescribed ! Accepting the views of thy sons thoa 
hadat regarded the Pindavas as already vanquished 1 ** ^ Listen 
Again, O king, to what thou hast asked me, viz, the true cauiSA, 

0 ehief of the Bharatas, of the victory of the Pkndavas 

1 will tell thee what I have heard, O chastiser of foes ! Duxyo- 
aBuma had asked the grandsire this very question.** Be- 
hoAdin^ his brothers, all mighty car-warriors, vanquished in 

' ' ■—■III — ■■■■■■ I I, ^,1 ,1 l.l , I, M il 

Attspesfes ia s tpecie* of oacarbitMMua pUat. To avoid paiijdui^ 

I iMd«rl*‘|Niio»<<~T. 




Ugy fojt IhisryoihBna^ O Kaui»vmt wiili tswurl^iKfti^^ 
0fi wUb grwf, repauring with bamilhy duriog tho nighfc to tb# 
gnuidaire poaaaisod of great wisdom, asked bim thie queetioia 
Listeik to tM, O monarch, about it all * 

** ‘Diurjrodhaaa said.— Drona, and thou, and CalyOt auA 
Kripa, and Drona s son, and Kritavarman tho son of HridiUb 
and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kamvojas/^ aud Bhuri^rava% 
aad Viksxqa, and Bnagadatta of exceeding prowess, are alL 
iwgarded as mighty car-warriors ! All of these, again, are 
high-born, and prepared to throw away their lives in battle 1** 
It is my opinion that these are a match for even the three 
worlds (united together) 1 Even all the warriors of the Pin* 
dava army (united together) cannot bear your prowess I** 
A doubt baa arisen in my mind. Explain it to me who ea« 
quireth of thee > Who is it relying on whom tho Faudavas 
are Tanquishing us repeatedly .** — 

^ ♦* ‘Bbishma said, — O king, to the words that I will 
speak unto thee. O thou of Kiiru s race ! Frequently wert 
thou Addressed by me to the same atfect but thou didst not 
do what I said Let peace be made with the Pandavos, O 
best of *the Bbaratas ! I regani this to be benoheial both to 
the world aud thee, O lord !*• Enjoy this Earth, O kingi 
with thy brothers and be happy, gratifying all thy welUwisb^ 
ers md delighting thy kinsfolk Aithough I cried «rayself 
l|oarse before this, tnou didst not yet listen to me, O sire! 
Thou badst always disregarded the sons of Paudu. Tho effecli 
qf all that hath mow overtaken thee I** « Listen also, O king« 
from me as I speak of It, O lord, to the reason why the PAu* 
daras, whose achievments tire them not, arc unslayable :*** 
There is not, was not, will not be, the being in all the* worlds, 
who would or will be able to vanquish the sons of Panda who are. 
all protected by the wielder of gdrnga Listen truly^ 

' . ' I 

^ ^ Mlukiakarman literally means one who is not tired what he, 

deet} hence, one Who easily achieves the highest fea|if When appUe^ 
to Krii^na or any divine peraouage, it means one who does everything, 
fay a hat of hik wilh without being dependant on meana like ordmary 
aUw mean ooe of pure or white deeda-^Xp 
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tb^ii that art conversant; with moralityi to that ahipitot 
which was recited to me by sages of souls under oontiwl 1^' 
la days of yore, all the celestials and the Rishia, utiiuM 
together, waited reverentially on the Grandsire .upon tho 
mountains of Gandhamadana.^^ And the Lord of all creatures, 
seated at his ease in their midst, beheld an excellent car 
stationed in the hrmament, blazing with effulgence.** Hav- 
ing ascertained (everytViing about it) by ineditation,*joiQing 
his hands with restrained heart, Brahman, with delighted soul, 
made his salutations to the highest divine Being,** And 
the Rishis and the celestials, beholding in the firmament (the 
form thus) displa3^ed, all stood up with joined hands, their eyes 
fixed on that wonder of wonders.'^* Worshipping him duly, 
Brahiuxn, the fureinosc of all conversant wi^h Brahma^ the 
Creator of tlie universe, acquainted with the highest morality, 
uttered these high words — Thou art the Glory of the Uni- 
verse having the Universe for thy form !• Thou art the Lord « 
of the Universe • O thou whose proteo‘tion extendeth through 
that the whole Universe! O thou hast the* Universe for* thy 
work! O thou that hast thy soul under control! Thou art 
the Supreme Master of the Universe ! Thou art Visudeva^! 
Therefore, I seek refuge in thee that art the soul of Yoga and 
the highest Divinity^*^ Victory to thee that artHhe Supreme 
God of the Universe ! Victory to thee that art ever emplojjed 
in the good of the worlds ! Victory to thee that art th^ Lord 
of Yoga, thee that art all-powerful ! Victory to thee that art 
prior and subsequent t(f Yoga /** Having the fotus* springing 
from thy navel, and having large exp*ansi^e e^^es, victory to 
thee that art the Lord of the Lord of the Universe ! O Jiord of * 
the Past, the Present, and the Future, victory ^to thee that art 
the embodiment of gentleness, thee that art the son of sons !** 
O thou that art the receptacle of untold attributes, victory to 
thee that art the refuge of all things ! Thou art Ndrdyana^ 
thou arW incapable of being understood, victoj^y tt> thee that 
ait the wield er of the bow called ^drnga Victory to»^beo 
that art endued with every attribute, O thou that hast the 
Universe for thy form, O thou that art ever hale ! O Lord 'dt'" 
the Universe, O thou of mighty arms, victory to thec that 
[ 32 ] 









tAwaya r6a(|y»for benefiting the woffida O gttM 
hbge Boar, O first Cause, O then of tawny loolni, vietorjr ter 
tbee that art Almighty ! O thou of yellow robes, O Lo|4 of 
the cardinp^l and the subsidiary points of the compass, O tbosi 
that hast the Universe for thy abode, O thou that art lnfinUo» 
O thou that bast do decay O thou that art the Manifest^ O 
thou that art the Unmanifest, O thou thaji art immeasurablo 
Space, O thou that hast all thy senses under control, O thoo 
that always achievest what is good ! * O thou that art 
measurable, O thou that alone knowest thy own nature, vie* 
tory to thee that art deep, O thou that art the giver of ail^ 
wishes !•• O thou that art without end. O thou that art known 
as Brahyna, O thou that aft Eternal, O thou that art the 
Creator of all croatures* O thou that art over successful, O 
thou whose acts always di«*play wisdom, O thou that art con- 
versant with morality, O thou that givest victory O thou of 
mysterious Self, O tkou tl^at art the Soul of all Yoga, O thou 
that art the Can «o of overyrhing tliat hath sprung into exis* 
tence ! O thou that art the Know ledi.^e of the seifs of all beings, 
O Lord of the •worlds, victory to thee that art the Creator 
(|f all beings O thou that hast thyself for thy origin, O thou 
that art highly blessed, O thou that art the Destroyer of every- 
thing, G tnoU- that art the inspirer of all mental thoughts, vic- 
tor to ihee that art dear to all conversant with Brakw^a!^^ O 
thou ^hat art ou^y lu creation and destruction, O controller 
of air wishes, O Supreme Lord 1 O thou that art the Cause of 
Amrita, 0 thoti that art All existent 'things, O thou that art 
the fire that appears at the end of the Yaga, O thou that art 
the giv^r of victory 1*^ O Divine Lord of the Lord of ail crea- 
tures, O thou that bast the lotus springing from thy naveb 
O thou of mighty strength ! O thou that art sprung from 
thyself, O thou that art the great elements in their primal 
state, O thou that art the soul of all (religious) rites, victory 
to thee that g^veat all !** The goddess Earth repreaonta thy 
two.fset, the cardinal and the subsidiary directions represent 
thy aims, and the heavens thy^ head ! 1 am thy form, t£e celes- 
tialiifllniistitute thy limbs, and the Sun and the Moon we thy 
tM eyes^.** Ascetic austerities, and Truth born of morality 
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4^ild (i^igious) constitue th 3 * gtre&gtb. Fire h ihj 
iikfi wind ig thy breath, and the watei^ have epmng 
^ llireait.*? The twin Agwing^always oonstitute thy ears, and t|tf 
g0«ide88 Saraswati is thy tongue* The F^dos are thy 
ledge, and upon thee resteth this Universe.*^ O lord of 
Skad Yogins, we do not know thy extent, thy measure, tfhj 
energy, thy prowess, thy might, thy origin O God, O 
Vishnu, hlled with devotion in thee, and dependiiyg pn thee 
with vows and observances, wc ever worship Thee as the 
highest Lord, the God of gods !*® The Itishis, the gods, the 
Oandharvas, the Yakahas, the Rdkahasas, the PanngaSj 
the Pigdehaa, human being*?, beasts, birds, and reptiles,** 
—all these were created by me on Earth through Thy grace ! 
O thoii having the lotus springing form thy navel, O thou of 
large expansive eyes, O Krishna, O dispcller of all woe,** 
Thou art the Refuge eff all creatures, an (f Thou their Guide.! 
Thou hast the Universe for th}^ mb^th ! *Th rough thy grace,^ 
O Lord of the gods, the gods arc ever happy Through thy 
grace the Earth hath always been freed from terrors ! Therer 
fore, O thou of large eyes, take birth in the rafje of Yadu 
For the sake of establishing righteousness, for slaying the sons 
of Diti, and for upholding the Universe, do what I have said, 

0 Lord !** O Vasmieva, that which is thy supaerae Mystery, 
that, O Lord, hath been sung by me through Thy grace !** 
Having created the divine Sankarshana oat of th}^ own Se^f 
by Thyself, thou didst then, O Krishna, create Thyself as 
Pradyumna born of thyself.’® From Pradyurfina ^hod didst 
then create Anirudha who is known aS the eternal Vishnu. 
And it was Aniruddha who created me as Brahman the up- 
holder of the Universe.'!"’' Created out of Vasudevas essence, 

1 have, therefore, been created by Thee. Dividing Thj'self 
into portions, take birth, O Lord, among human beings 
And slaughtering the Asuras- there,^ the happiness of all 


♦ Literally, “be a perpetullbr (son) of Yal^ race r— T. 
f 70* and 71 in the Bengal te^ts are rea^^incorredtly. T adhrjDt 
the Bonibay readings. The Bengal readings do^ot give any intelligitSe 
neaning. — T, 
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tiia workk, find establishing rightoonsness, and wianiiig 
iioirn, thou wilt again truly attain to Yoga P* The regenerate 
JtiBhis on Earth, and the* gods, Q thou of infinite prowelM^ 
devoted tp thee, sing of thy wondrous Self under those 
names thltt belong to thee O thou of excellent arms, jdl 
classes of creatures rest on Thee, having taken refuge in Thee, 
thou giver of boons ! The regenerate ones sing Thee as the 
world's 4>ridge, having no beginning, middle, and end, and as 
possessed of unlimited Yoga I — ' 


Section LXVI. 

'Bhishma said, — Then that illustrious Deity, the Lord of 
the Lord of the voi*his, replied unto Brahman in a soft and 
deep voice, sa,y in Through Yoga, O fiire, all that is wish- 
ed by thee is knonni to hir. It ivdl hr ’even as thoit wisliest / 
-—-And saying this, -ho d^sappoared there and then.* Then 
the gods, Itishis, and Gtt ndhitrrafi^ filled with great wonder 
and cariosity, all asked the Grandsire, saying,® — Who is that 
one, 0 Lord, fhat Wiis worshipped hg thy illmirious self 
nth sv^h humility and pr a i'ied In such high words? Wc 
desire to hear!* — Thus addressed, the illustrious Qrandsire 
replied unto ?ill the gods, the regenerate '^Rishis, and the Gan 
dhfiTvas, in sweet words, saying,® — He who is called* THAT, 
He w^io is Supreme, He who is existent at present and who will 
be for all time He, who is the highest Self, He who is the Soul 
of beings,*and *He who is the great Lor^,* I was talking even 
with His cver-cheerful Self, 3 'c bulls among gods ! The Lord of 
the Universe was solicited by me, for the good of the Universe,^ 
to take his birtli among mankind in the family of Yasudeva* 
I said unto him, — For the slaughter of the Asiiras take thy 
birth in the world of men !* — Those Daityas and Ddnavaa 
and Rdkshasasy of fierce form and great strength, that wore 
slain in b&ttle, have been born among men 1 * Indeed, the 
illustrious and mighty Lord, taking birth in the.' human 
womb, will live on the Earth, accompanied by Nara.®* 
Those ancient and be^t of Riskis, viz, Nara and Nir&yana, 
a^ inci^hbla of defeat i& battle by even all the celestials 
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Of immeasur^^ble efFiilgenoa/ |ho>6 * 

mi$, Nim and K&riyana, when born together in the woiM 
of men, will not be known (as such) by foola^** He AroiH 
whose Self, I, Brahman, the Lord of the whole^ Unireree, 
have sprung, "that Vasiideva, that Supreme God 5f all the 
worlds, is worthy of your adoration ’** Endued with great 
energ}*, and bearing: the conch, the discus, and the mace, he 
should never be disregarded as a man, ye best of deities 
He is the Supreme Mystery, the Supreme refuge, the Supremo 
Brahma, and the Supreme glory !*• He is without decay. Un- 
manifest, and Eternal. He it is who hath been sung as Puru- 
sha, though none can comprehend him !*• The divine Artificer 
hath sung of him as the Supreme Energy, the Supreme Feli- 
city, and the Supreme Truth. Therefore, tjie Lord Vasndeva 
of immeasurable prowess should never he^disregarded as a roan 
by all the Af^iiras and the gods with Indra at their head !'• 
That person of foolish understandir^ is oalled a wretch, whc^ 
from disregard, speaketh of Hrishikega as only a man.** . 
People speak of him as one labouring under darkness who 
disregardeth Vasudcva, that Yocfln of illustrious soul, for his 
entering into a huiiiam form.*® People speak of him as ope 
labouring under darkness who knoweth not that Divine 
personage, that Soul of the mobile and the imntobile creation, 
that OTffe bearing the auspicious whirl (on his breast), that^one 
of dazzling effulgence, that one from whose navel hath^ sprung 
the (primeval) lotus.*' He who disregardeth that wearer of 
the diadem and the* Kaiistiiva gem, that *dispeller of the 
fears of his friends, that high-souled on^ sinketh in thiek . 
darkness.** Having known all these truths duly, tl^t Lord 
of the worlds, viz, Vasiideva, should be adored by every one, 
ye best of gods :** — 

^**Bhishrna continued, — Having said these words wto 

. those gods and Riahis in days of yore, the illutrious Qrandsire, 
dismissMig them all, repaired to his own ab^de.*^ And the 
gods aptd the Gandharvaa, and the Mania and the A^^aras 
also, having listened to thoiia words spoken by Brahman, 

% 

. ) , * , The present tense is used in the original for the futuru— T« ; 



• were filled W|th delight and repaired to heaven^** Even ildn 
was heard* by me» O sire, from Mishw of onttuved eoel* 
talking in their assembly, of Tisudeva, that Ancient ope IK 
And, O thou that art well versed in scriptures, I heird 
this front Rlma the son of Jamadagni, and Mirkandey* 
of great wisdom, and Vyasa and Nkrada also.*^ Having 
learnt all this* and heard of the illustrious Vksudeva as the 
Eternal Jjard, the Supreme God of all the worlds, and the 
great Master*^ from whom hath sprung Brahman himself the 
Father of the Universe, why should not that V&sudeva be 
adored and worshipped by men ?•* Forbidden wert thou be- 
fore, O sire, by sages of cultured souls, (who said unto theeX 
— jVeucr go to war with that Vdaiuleva arnied with how^ 
€L8 also with the J^andavaa ! — This, from folly, thou couldst 
not apprehend. I regard thee, therefore, as a wicked J2d- 
fcskaaa ! Thou art, besides, enveloped in darkness It is 
g„for this that thou habest Glovinda, and Dhananjaya the son of 
Pkndu, for who else am^^ng men would hate the divine Nara 
and l^&rayana ?•* It is for this, O king, that I say unto thee 
that this one is ^Eternal and Unfading, pervading the whole 
Universe, Unchanging, the Ruler, Creator, and Upholder 
of all, and the truly Existent He it is who upholdeth the 
three worlds, He is the Supreme Lord of Ull mobile and im- 
mobile creajures, and He is the great Master, He is Warrior, 
He is yictory, He is Victor, and He is the Lord of all nature 
O king. He is full of goodness, and divested of the qualities of 
Darkness and Passion ! There where Krishna is, there is righte- 
ousness ; and there is victory where righteousness is It is 
by the Yoga of his Supreme Excellence, and the Toga of his 
Self, that the sobs of Pandu, O king, are supported ! Victory, 
therefore, will surely be theirs.** He it is that always impart* 
etb to the P&ndavas an understanding endued with righteous- 
ness, and strength in battle ; and He it is that always proteOt- 
etli them frbm danger.** He is the Eternal God, p^vadtng 
all beings, and ever blessed ! He of whom tliou has^ asked 
me is known by the name of Vfsudeva.’* He it is whom 

* LiteiUklly, "about this subject,”— T. 
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and Eishat^^ and ^^ai^yaa and Cadra% baling 
fiiatiiintive features of their own, humbly serve a£d wordbip 
mth restrained hearts and performing their own^diities.’* i'Bei 
ia ili whd towards the close of the Dwapara"^ Yuga and the 
beginning of the Kali Yuga is sung of, with Sankanhana, by 
believers with devotion It is that Vasudeva that createtb* 
Yuga after Yuga^ the worlds of the gods and the mortals, all 
mtjesgirt by the sea, and the region of human habitation 


Section LXVIL 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — In all the worlds Vasudeva is spoken 
of as the Supreme Being. I desire, O grandsire, to know his 
origin and glory — 

“ *Bhishma said, — Vasudeva is the Supreme Being. He is 
the God of all gods. None superior to Him of eyes like* 
lotus petals is to be seen, O bull ^of Bl^rata’s race !* Mar*- 
kande3^a speaketh of Goviiida as the Most Wonderful and 
the Most High, as All beings, as the All-Soul, as the High- 
est Soul, and as the Supreme Male Being.* Water, Air 
and Fire, — these three were created by Him. That* Divine 
Master and Lonl of all the worlds create d this Earth That 
Supreme l^eing of iWustrious soul laid himself ^down on the 
waters.* And that Divine Being made up of all kinds of energy 
slept thereon in Yoga,^ From his mouth lie creafed Fire, a^d 
from his breath, ‘the Wind. Of unfading glory, He created 
from bis mouth Speech and the Vedas.^ It was tlftis that He 
created first the worlds and also the* gods along with the 
diverse classes of Itishis, And He created decay and death 
also of all creatures, as well as birth and growth.^ He 
Highteousness and of righteous soul. He is the giver of boons 
and the giver of all (our) wishes. He is the Actor and the. 
Action, and He is himself the Divine Master.*^* He first 
made the Past, the Present, and the Futmre He is the 

jCreator of the Universe ; He is of illustriou s soul ; He is the 

• • 

* l^e Bengal reading is tSa vai devas. The Bombay reading it 
Purmdevas, — T. 
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liaster possessed of unfading glory.* Ho eroaOid Sanlmh 
shana the j^irst-bora of all creatures. He created the divine^ 
Cesha who is .known as Ananta,^^ and who upholdedi all 
creatures and the Earth with her mountains. Of SuprS^itie 
Energy, FTe it is whom the regenerate ones know by Fog(t 
meditatioQ.^^ Sprung from the secretions of his ear, the 
great ilsimt known b}' the name of Madhu, fierce and of 
fierce doed^ and entertaining a fierce intent'* and about to 
destroy Brahman, was slain by that Supreme Being. And, O 
sire, in consequnce of Madhu s slaughter, the gods, the Dana* 
VOB, and human beings/* and liiahis, call Jauarddana the 
slayer of Madiiu, He is the great Boar, He is the great Lion, 
and He is the Three-stepped Lord.*'* He is the Mother and 
the Father of all living creatures. There never was, nor will 
be, any superior to Hun of eyes like lotus petals.** From His 
* mouth He created the Brahmauas ; and from His two arms the 
^^shatriyas. And fr(^in thighs, O king, He created the 
Vai^yas, aud from i He created the Cudras.** One 

waiting dutifully on Him, observant of vows with ascetic 
austerities on days of the full moou and the new moon, is 
sure to obtain the Divine Keeava, that refuge of all embodi- 
ed creatures, that essence of Brahma aud of Yoga, Ke^ava 
is the highesU Energy, the (Jraudsire of 'all the worlds/’”'* 
Him, O king, the sages call Hribhlkc^u (the lord ' of the 
spuses) ] riim also should all know as the Preceptor, the 
Father, aud the Master.'* Inexhaustible regions (of blessed- 
ness) airc wbn by biin with w'born Krisbua is gratified. He 
also who, in a placf of fear, seeketh the protection of Ke9ava,*® 
and he^ who frequently readeth this description, becometh 
happy and endued with every prosperity. Those men who 


* The three-stepped lord. Vishnu became Tflmana or the dws^ to 
robbiug the Amtara Vali of kis domiukms. Disguised in that lAape he 
asked of Vali tka^t stem of laud. Vali, smiling at tke lifiEleiieis ol 
what was asked, gave it. But when tke dwarf expanded hie f^nn and 
covered the heavens’ aud the earth i^ith ouly two step of his, no space 

could be found for the third stepa Vali was forthwith seined and 
bound as a promise-breaker, and sent to reside in the nether regions,-*^ T, 
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«til!»bt 29 Krlabaa ard oe?er beguiled.** Jantrdila,^a* 'al#e]nr 
AWih those that are sunk in great terrors/ Knowing thli' 
truly, O Bh&rata, Yudhishthira,** with his whoI^*80ul, O king, 
ba^ sought the shelter of the highly blessed Ke^va, the 
Iihrd of Fo^a, and the Lord of the Earth 1 — ' ' “ 


Section LXVIII. 

“ *Bhishma said, — He^r from me, O king, this hymn that 
was uttered by Brahman himself This hymn was in days of 
old communioated by regenerate Riahis and the gods ( to men) 
on Earth.* — Nirada described thee as the Master and the Lord 
of the god of gods and all the Sddhyas and the celestials, and aa 
one acquainted with the nature of the Creator of the worlds !* 
Mtrkandeya spoke of thee as the Past, tl^ Present, and the 
Future, and the Sacrifice of Sacrifices, and the austerity of 
austerities.* The illustrious Bhrigu» said • of thee that thou 
art the God of the gods, that thine is the ancient form of 
Vishnu I* Dwaipkyana said of thee that thou art Vasu- 
deva of the Vasus, the establisher of Cakra, and the God of 
godfi and all creature^.* In days of old on the occasion of 
procreating creatures, the sages spoke of thee as Daksha the 
Father of creation. Angiras said that thou art thh Creator of 
all boin^.* Devala said of thee that the unmani^est All ^8 
thy body, and the Manifest is in thy mind, and thsit th^gods* 
are all the result of thy breatlv^* With thy head is pervaded 
the heavens, and thy tWb arms support the Earth.* In thy 
stnmaeh are the three worlds, and thou art tha Eternal Being !* 
B?en thus do men exalted by asceticism know thee. TKdu art 
the SAT of SAT, with Rishia gratified with sight of Self8.«f* 
With royal sages of liberal minds, never retreating from battle ' 
end having morality for their highest end, thou, O slayer of 
|ladhu« art the sole refuge Even thus is that illustrious 
and Supreme Being, viz, Hari, adored and worshipped by 
Saaatkuipira and other ascetics endued with Yoga,^^ •The 

' ' ■ ■■ "• — 

Weld of command. — T. 

t L e,, really cxiatent among all things. -•-T. 
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Iflmth about Ee^ara, O sire» ia now narrated to tboe, botfa% 
brief aud detail ! Turn thy heart in lore to Kofava 

^Sanjaya ctontinued, — 'Hearing this aacred story, thy mth 
& great king, began to regard highly both Ke^ara and thoeo 
mighty, car- warriors, viz, the sons of Pandu.*^ Tboiiy O 
monarch, Bhishma the son of Cantanu once more addressed 
thy son, saying, — Thou hast now heard truly, O king, about 
the gloi^ of the high-souled Kcgava and of Nara about which 
thou hadst asked me ! Thou hast also heard about the ob* 
ject for which both Nara and Narayana have taken their 
births among Thou hast also been told the reason 

why those heroes are invincible aiKl have never been vailp 
quished in battle, aud \¥by also, O king, the sons of P&ndu 
ore incapable of being slain in battle by anybody.'* Krishna* 
beareth great love for the illustrious sons of Pandn. It is for 
this, O king of kings, that I say — peace be made wUk 
the Pdndavas — Restraining thy passions, enjoy thou the 
Earth with thy might/ brothers (around thee)! By disregard** 
iog the divine Nara and Narayana, thou sbalt certainly be 
destroyed !'• — Having said these words, thy sire became silent, 
O monarch, and dismissing the king, entered his tent.** And 
the king also came back to his (own) tent, having worshipped 
the illustriotis grandsire. And then, O bull of Bharata’s race, 
he laid hjmsclf down on his white bed for passsing the night 
*in sle^ep,’ 


Section LXIX, 

“Sanjaya said, — 'After the night had passed away and the 
tun had risen, the two armies, O king, approached each other 
for battle.' Beholding each other, each rushed in united ranks 
towards the other, excited with rage and desirous pf van- 
quishing the other.® And in consequence of thy evil policy, 
O king, the Pandavas and the Dhartaiilshtras thus msfaed, 
^ed in ‘mall and forming battle-array, for striking ea<>h 
oth’Cr.* And the array that Bhishma protected from nil siiies, 
O king, was of the shape of afMakara.* And so the Pindavas 

* A^abulcns aquatic aniinal resembling an alligator*— X« 
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Am, O kiag, pmfceoted bha-. array they had /o#med (of 
Ikeir troops).* Thea thy sire Derarrata, O great king, that 
^Mramost of car-warriors, proceeded in advance, supported 
hya large division of cars.* And otkcrs, viz^ c^-warrior8» 
ll^antry, elepfiants, . and ' ealvalry, all followed Inm, eacln 
atatiooed in the place allotted.* And behofding them prepar- 
ed tox battle, the illustrious sons of Pandu arrayed their 
troops in that invincible and prince of arrays eatled the 
^yeTtaJ*"^ And in the Beak of that array shone Bhimasena of 
l^reat strength. And in its two eyes wer^ the invincible 
Cikhaudin and Dhrishtadyumna of Prishati’s race,* And in 
the head was the heroic Satyaki of prowess incapable of being 
baffled. And in its neck was Arjiina shaking his Gcindivcu* 
And in its left wing was the high-so\iled and.blessed Drupada 
with his son and supported by an Akskax^hini of all forces.** 
And the king of the Kekayas, owning an Akshauhini, form- 
ed the right wing (of thaturray). And in its back were the» 
sons of Draiipadi, and Subhadra's son of great prowess.** 
And in its tail was the heroic king Yudhishthira himself, of 
excellent prowess, supported by his twin brothers.**^ Then 
in the battle (that ^isued), Bhima, penetrating the Makana 
array (of the Kauravas) through its mouth, and approaching 
Bhishma, covered hitn with his shafts.** Then ih that great 
battle, TJhishma possessed of great prowess shot ^is migfcty 
weapons, confounding the combatants of the Pandavas di^ 
posed in battle array.** And when the combatants ^of the 
Pandava army) were Ihus confounded, Dhananjaya, speedily 
proceeding, pierced Bhishma at the van of battle with a thou- 
sand arrows.** And counteracting, in that conflict, tho weap- 
ons shot by Bhishma, Arjuna stood ready for the combat, 
^supported by his own division filled with cheerful ness."!-** 
Then king Duryodhana, that foremost of mighty men, that 
great car-warrior, beholding that terrible carnage of his troops 
and remdhibering the slaughter of bis brothers •(on* the previ- 

• 
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♦ Formed after the shape of the lawk.— T, 

t Tife Bengal reading is Tudhi sandhaya. The Bombay reading is 
jwafitamvdrjra. t adopt the latter. — T, 



ma da/), .eclme qtiid^ly tamrda BlianMilrtjft*# wm^ 
dresaiag him, Baad,v-0 preceptor* O mnleae ooi^ Hmt 
my well-wisher ! Relying on thee as also on the grawliiNI 
JBhisbma, ^ourselves hope to ranqniah without doubt the irety 
gods in t)attle/'''** let alone the sons of P&ndii that are deeis# 
tute of energy and prowess ! Blessed be then, act in such a 
way that the P&ndavas may be slain P^-^Thus addressed in 
battle by ihy son, Drona penetrated into the P&ndava array 
in the very sight of ShtyakL*^ Then» O Bb&rata, Sityaki 
checked the son of Bharadwhja, and (thereupon) ensued 
a battle that was fierce in its incidents and awful to behold.^ 
Then BharadwSja’s son, excited with rage and endued with 
great prowess, as if smiling the while, pierced the grandson 
of Cini with ten t^hafts at his shoulder-joint.** And Bhima^ 
eena also, exicited Tith rage, pierced Bharadwaja’s son (with 
many shafts), desirous of protecting Satyaki, O king, from 
«Drona that foreinosH; of '^all wielders of weapons !** Then 
Drona, and Bhishma, and Calya also, O sire, excited with 
rage, covered Bbimasena, in that battle, with their shafts.** 
Thereupon Abhimanyu excited with wrath, and the sons Of 
Praupadi, O sire, pierced with their sharp^pointed shafts alt 
those warriors wuth upraised weapons.** Then, in that fierce 
battle, the ^rcat bowman Cikhandin rushed against those 
two sflight^v warriors, vis, Bhishma and Drona who, "" excited 
With rage, had (thus) fallen upon the Pkndavas.** Firmly 
graspipg his bow whoso twang re^mbled the roar of the clouds, 
that hero, shrouding t^e very Sun with his arrows, quickly 
covered his antagonists therewith.** The grandsire of the 
Bharat!(s, however, getting Cikhandin before him, avoided 
him, remembering the femininity of his sex.** Then, O king, 
urged by thy son, Drona cushad to battle, desirous of |»6^ 
tecting Bhishma in that stress.** Cikhandin, however^ 
proaching Drona that foremost of all^ wielders of wssipaW4 
avoided, from fear, that warrior resembling the UAltig ftris 
tbahhppears al the end of the Fu^a.** Then, O kihg,<thy SOh 
with a large force, desirous of ^winning great glm^, proceeded 
to protect Bhishma.** And so the P&ndavas also/O king* fiflUly 
. s^tting^^eir hearts upon Victory, and placing Dhananjaya at. 
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||iiir;Jh0a4t adwleed^^ towards Bhisfanui#* %md tiia 

tbm that took place between tbe oombataots of botii 
|Nnili08 desirous of viotoiy and fame, iros fierce and highijr 
PFOnderfui, resembling that (in days of yore) between the gods 
wd Ddnavos/'”** * 


Section LXX. 

^'Sanjaya said, — *Then Bhishma the son of Cilntanu fought 
fiercely,* desirous of protecting thy sons from the fear of 
Bhishmasena.^ And tbe battle that then took place between 
the kings *of the Kaurava and the Pandava armies was awful 
in the extreme and destructive of great heroes.* And in that 
general engagement, so fierce and terrible^ tremendous was 
the din that arose, touching the very^ heavens.* And in 
eonsequence of the shrieks of huge elephants and the neigh 
of steeds and the blare of conchs and* beat of drums, th^ 
Uproar was deafening.* Fighting for the sake of victorjr, the 
mighty combatants endued with great prowess roared at one 
another like bulls in a cow-pen.* And heads cut-off in 
that battle with kequ-edged shafts, incessantly falling, created. 

O bull of Bharata’s race, the appearance of a stony shower in 
the welkin.* Indeed, O bull of Bbarata’s race? innumerable 
were tlie heads lying on the field of battle, deckecj with ^ar* 
rings and turbans and resplendent with ornaments of goldf^ 
And the Earth was covered with limbs cut off with broad* 
headed shafts, with heads decked with ear-rings, and with 
arms adorned with ornaments.* And in a moment the whole < 
fiald was strewn over with bodies cased in mail, with arms 
decked with ornaments, with faces beautiful as the moon and 
having eyes with reddish corners, and with every limb, O 
king, of elephants, steeds, and men And the dust (raised 
by the warriors) looked like a thick cloud, and the bright imple* 
meats of destruction, like flashes of lightning. • And the noise 
made^lyy the weapons resembled the roar of thunder.'** . And 
that fierce and awful passage-at^arms, O Bhkrata, between the 


e Literally, *‘made a fierce battle,” — S. 
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Kurus and. Hhe P&ndavas, caused a very river of Uood lb 
there/* Aud iu that terrible, fierce, and awful battle oao8ltt||f 
the hair to sta'hd ou end, Eshatriya warriors incapable of djftibK# 
incessanU^ poured their arrowy showers/* And the elephaati 
of both thy army and the enemy’s, afflicted with those arrowy 
showers, shrieked aloud and ran hither and thither in fary*^** 
And in consequence of (the twang of ) bows, endued witb 
great enbrgy, of fierce and heroic warriors excited with fury, 
smd of the flappings of their bowstrings against their leathern 
fences, nothing could be distinguished.-t-^* Aud all over tho 
field which looked like a lake of blood, headless trunks stood up» 
and the kings, bent upon slaying their foes, rushed to battle/* 
And brave warriors of immeasurable energy and possessed of 
arms resembling*, stout bludgeons, slew one another with 
arrows and darts andi maces and scimitars/^ And elephants, 
pierced with arrows and d^^prived of riders to guide them with 
«iiook8, and steeds dcv^itu to of riders, wildly ran in all direo* 
tions/* And many wa^^ri »rs, O best of the Bharatas, belonging 
to both thy army aud that of the foe, deeply pierced with shafts 
jumped up anci fell dowm.^** And in that encounter be- 
t^veen Bbima and Bhishma, heaps of arm^^and heads, as also 
of bows and maces and spiked clubs aud hands and thighs, of 
legs and ornafments and bracelets, were sben lying over the 
fieW/*^* j^nd here and there over the field, O kinjf, were 
seen l^rgc bodies of unretreating elephants and steeds and 
cars/* And the Eshatriya warriors, urged on by fate, slew 
one another with maces, swords, lances,* and straight shafts/* 
And others endued with great heroism and accomplished in 
fight, ^countered one another with their bare arms that 
resembled ^spiked clubs made of iron/"^ And other heroic war- 
riors of thy army, engaged with the combatants of the Pindava 

* The last line of 14 is read variously. — T. 
r f The Bengal reading OhordndmatUejasA irwhat I adopt. Bom- 

|y 

bay riding Qh^SnndmamUaujasdm involves a useless hyperbole* Of 
course, atitejaed qualifies dhanti$hd^n the next line. — T. 

$ The last half of the second line of 19 is differently read in the 
Bengal teft^ I adopt the Bembay reading. — T« 
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&mght on slaying one another with* clenched fists and 
tesesi and slaps and blows, O king 1** And with the fallen and 
IsUiag warrioi^ and those weltering in agony on* the ground*, 
the field of battle everywhere became, O king, terrible tp 
hehc^d.**, And* car- warriors, deprived of their cars ahd grasp* 
ing excellent swords, rushed at one another, desirous of 
slaughter.*^ Then king Duryodhana, surrounded by a large 
division of Kalingas, and placing Bhishma ahead,* rushed 
stewards the Pandavas.®* • And so the Pandava combatants also^ 
supporting Vrikodara, and owning fleet animals, rushed, ex- 
cited with rage, against Bhishma’ 


Section LXXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Bholding his brothers and the other kings 
engaged in bsCltle with Bhishma, Dhananjaya, with weapons 
Upraised, rushed against the son* of GUinga.* Hearing th^ 
blare of Pdnekajanya and the twang of the bow Gandiva, 
and seeing also the standard of Prithas son, a great* fear 
entered our hearts,* And the standard thatf we beheld, O 
king, of the wiclde^of Gdndiva bore the device of a lion’s tail 
and looked like a blazing mountain in the welkin. Beautiful 
and of celestial worlfmanship, it was variegated •with diverse 
hues, amd looking like a risen comet it could not be obstructed 
by trees. And iu that great battle, the warriors behel^ 
Qdndiva^ the back of whose staff was decked with pure gold, 
look beautiful like a flash of lightning in the midsP of la. mas^ 
of clouds in the firmament.* And while slaying the combat- 
ants of thy army, the shouts we heard uttered by Arjuna 
seemed to resemble the loud roars of Indra himself, and the 
sihps also of his palms were frightfully loud.* Like a roaring 
mass of clouds charged with lightniug and aided by a raging 
tempest, Arjuna incessantly poured his arrowy showers on. 
all sides# completely shrouding the ten points of the compass.^ 
Dhananjaya then, possessed of terrible weapons, (]^uickly 
proceeded towards the son of ^anga. Deprived of our senses 
.in ooDsequeuce of his weapons, we could not then distinguish 
the East from the West.* And thy warriors the^^, O bull 



m 




til Bhariita*8^oti,-^t)ieir ammab tired, stetids daiO| imd hmtM' 

de{»re88ed, — ^thoroughly confounded^ and httddliii|[ eloe^ to OM 

another, sought Bhishma’s protection along with all thy aonat 

And in that battle Bhishma the son of Cintanu became thdr 
0 

protector/ Struck with fear, car-warrjlorB jumping doUft 
> from their cars, and cavalry soldiers ^ jumping down frma 
the backs of their steeds, and the foot-soldiers where they 
stood, aU bei^an to fall down on the earth/* Hearing the 
twang of Odndiva that resembled the roar of the tbuilder, ^ 
all thy warriors were struck with fear and seemed, O 
rBhkrata, to melt away/* Then, O king, with many huge 
and fleet steeds of the Kamvoja breed, and surrounded by 
many thousands of Gopas with a large Oopiyana force,** and 
supported by the Madras, the Sauviras, the G&ndh&ras, and 
the Trigartas, and surrounded by all the principal Kklingas;, 
the king of the Khlingas/* and king Jay ad ratha ^accompanied 
by ail the kings and w^uppqrted by a large force of diverse 
races with Dus 9 asana et their head/* and fourteen thousand 
principal horsemen, urged by thy son, surrounded the son of 
Suvala (for supporting him)/* Then in that battle; all the 
Pandav^, united together, and riding on separate cars and 
animals, began, O bull of Bharatas race, to slaughter thy 
troopaf^' Avd the dust raised by car- warriors and steeds and 
foot-soldiers, looking like a mass of clouds, made the field of 
bjulle exceediDgly awful/* * And with a large force consisting 
of elephants, steeds and cars, and armed with lances and 
bearded dai*i» aifd broad-headed shafts, Bhishma engaged in 
battle with the diadem-decked (Arjuna)/* And the king of 
Avanti {Ugaged with the ruler of the K&^is, and the ruler of 
the Sindhus engaged with Bhimasena. And king TudhishtJiuna 
with his sons and counsellors engaged with Calya the frunodb 
chief of the Madras. And Vikarna engaged with Sabadevai 
and Chitrasena with Cikhandin.*®*^* And the llatsay^ O 

- t — - ■ " ■ 

♦ Kand^huidit lit, “not knowing which point ot the compass was 
which/— T. 

+ In the ascond line of 17, the Bombay text incorrectly reada 
mm for T. 
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^kimg, engaged with Durjrodh^a a^d <7akiiiii ; igid Ovtipads, 
fM;^ pbekitina, aa'd that mighty car-ararricr Sktya|:i»l* e% 
^ gaged in battle with rhe high-souled Drona aided by hie" eo^ 
4itid Elripa Imd Kritavarman both ruebed against Dhrishta- 
dyumna.** And thu^ all ^ver the held, rushing bodidh of Soree« 
of elephants and cars, engaged with one another in battl^*^ 
And although «tbere were no clouds in the sky, yet flashes of 
lightning* were seen. And all the points *of the cotijpass were 
^covered with dust. And, O king, fierce meteors were seen, 
falling with thunderhig noise.** And wfolenf winds blew and 

a shower of dust fell from above. And the sun, covered by; 
the dust raised by the trodps, disappeared in the firmament.** 
And all the warriors, -covered by that dust - and battling with 
weapons, were deprived of their senses.* And the sound made 
*by weapons, all capable of penetrating through every armour, 
and hurled from heroic arms, became a tremendous uproar.” 
And, O bull of Bharata’s race, weapons Jiurlcd from excellent 
arms and possessed of stellar brightness, illumined the whole 
welkin.** And variegated shields made of bulls’ hidcS and 
embossed with gold were strewn, O bull of Bharata’^ racei 
all over the field.” And heads and limbs were seen* falling 
on all sides, cut ofi^ with swOrds and scimitars possessed of 
solar effulgeuce.®* And great car-warriors, the wheels,, a 
and boacs of whose cars were broken, fell down on the ground, 
their steeds slain and their tall standards tumbling dowif.*J* 
And many car- warriors having been slain, their steeds, 
mangled withr weapons, fell down as they rftn di^iggihg the 
cars (to which they, were yoked).** Aifd in^niany places over 
^ tihe field, excellent steeds, affiictod* with arrows, wit^ limbs 
mangled, and with their traces on, ran, dragging the car-yokes*, 
•after them.** And many car- warriors, with their charioteers 
* and steeds, were seen, O king, to be crushed by singic*ele« 
pbants endued with great strength.-f** And In that batile, in 

. the first line of 32, the Bengal reading is Mak^bhyjds. The cor- 

^rect reaSing seems to be (as in the ^ombay text) MahddhvajCls — T. 

t l^et balf^of the second line of 35 in the Bengal texts is vici* 
ous. *I adopt the Bombay rekding. — T. 
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.the enlarge forces,, maijry elephaat9» iraeotittg tim odorf 
of the temporal juice of their compeers, began to snnfT tha 
breeze repeatedly.** And the whole held was strdwh with slaiii 
elephants, deprived of life by means of brCad-hedSled shafts^ 
said falling, down with the wooden, edifices and the goidea 
on « their backs.*^ And* many elephants, in the midst of 
large forces crushed, with the standards and Vanidrs on iheiy 
backs, by |ifige comp6ers urged by their guides, fell j}own*oik 
the field.** And many car-shafts, O king, were seen to 
be broken in that battle by huge elephants using their trunks 
oach of which resembled the trunk of the prince of elephants 
(called Aidivata).** And many car-warriors albo, in that con- 
flict, the Jalaa of * whose cars had been broken, were, like 
branches of trees dragged down by tuskers, seized by* the hair 
of their heads and, thrashed violently on the ground, were . 
crushed into shapcli^b masses.*® Aud other huge elephants^ 
fragging cars that enj.angled with other cars, ran in ali 
directions shriekuig Icr AnS those elephants, thus drag- 

ing fhose cars, looked like others of their species dragging 
lotus .stalks growing in lakes.** And thus was that vjist field 
of batife strewn over with cavalry soldiers and foot-soLdiera 

f . 

and great car- warriors and standards.* *'*• 

Section LXXIL 

♦‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Cikhandin with Virita the king of the 
Matsya% spfeCdily appioached Bhishma* that invincible and 
mighty bowman.^* ^ And Dhananjaya encountered Drona and 
Eripa* and Vikarna, and ifiany other kings, in battle, 

mighty bowmen endued with great strength,* as also that * 
mighty bowman the ruler of the Sindh us supported by bi^ 
firiends and kinsmen, and many kings of the west and the • 
south also, O bull of Bharata s race !* And Bhimasena proT 
ceeded against that mighty bowman, viz, thy vindi^ive son 
Duryodhana, as also against Dussaha.* And Sahadeva pro-^ 
ceeded against .those invincible, warriors, viz, Cakuui'ahci that* 
mighty car-warrior Uluka, those great bowmen, who were c}ra 
and son/^ And that mighty car- warrior Yudbishthira^ deceit*^ 
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fhlljr treats by thy son, pr^^e^ded in that b^tilet Q bjngr. 
against *tfae elephant*di vision (of the Kauravas).** And that* 
non of PAndli and Mbdri* visf, the heroic Ncdc^ia capable ^of 
wringing tears from the foe, engaged in baijfcle with the ea- 
■ eellentci\)r- warriors of the Trigartas.^ And those ‘invincible- 
warrmrs, viz^ Sat 3 ^ki, and Chekitana, and the^mighty son of 
Snb!tadr&, proceeded against Calwa and the Kaikeyas.* *And 
Dhrishtaketa and the R^kshcisa Ghatptkacha, both .invincible 
^in battle, proceeded* against the car-division of thy sons.* 
And that mighty car-^varrior Dhrishtadyumha, that general- 
issimo (of the Pindava forces) of immeasurable soul, engaged 
in battle, O -king, with Drona of fierce achievements.*® And 
it was thus that those heroic and mighty bowmen of thy army 
and the- Paudavas, engaged in battle, began to strike one an- 
otherr** And when the sun had reached merMian'and the 
sky was brilliantly illumined by his rays, the Kauravas and 
the Pandavas began to slay one ^noth^r.**- Then cars, fur- 
nished with standards from whose tops pennons wero afloat^ 
variegated with gold and covered with tiger-skins, Idbkecl: 
beautiful as they moved on the field of battle.** And the 
shouts of warriors engaged in battle from desire of vaftqaish- 
ing one another, became as loud os leonine roars.** And that 
encounter which we beheld between the heroic Srinjayas and 
the Kuffusj was fierce in the extreme and highly wonderful.** 
And in consequence of the arrows shot all around, w'e coui^l 
not, O king, distinguish, O chastiser of foes, the firmament,, thie . 
cun, and the cardinal and the subsidiary poiirts of th^ .com- 
pass.** And the splendour, like that oPthe blue lotus, of darts 
with polished points, of bearded lances hurled (at the^ foe), 
of well-tempered sabres and scimitars, of variegated coats of 
maiL and of the ornaments (on the persons of the warriors), 
illumined the* weilkin and the cardinal and the subsidiary* 
points with its effulgence.*^'** And the field of battle in. 
many places, O king, shone in consequence of tha bodies of 
monarchs whose effulgence resembled that of the moon aijd the 
suit** And brave car-warriors, t^ers among men, shone in that 
battle, «0 king, like the planets in the firmament.*® And Bhish- 
ma, that foremost oi car- warriors, e^v^ited with rage, ^becked 
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thq ia\gki^ phimasena in the jery sight ef all the 
. And the impetuous shafts yhot by Bhtshma, furnished wHh gold^ 
ea wings, and* whetted on stone, and rubbed B'itb* oil, pierced 
Bhima in that battle.** Then Bhimasena endued with great 
^ strength liurled at him, O Bh&rata, a dart of fierce ii^peiuosity 
that resembled a wrathful snake.** But- Bhisbma in that 
oombat cut off with straight shafts that dart with staff msRle of 
gold and <|ifficult of bciqg bomb, as it coursed impetuously 
towards him.** An(f with another broad-headed shaft, sharp 
anS well-tempcreB, he cut off Bhimasena’s bow, O Bhftrata, 
into two parts.** Then, O king in that battle, S&tyaki, oon^ 
ing quickly towards Bhishma, piereed thy sire with inUumer* 
ablp kccn>cdgod and sharp-pointed shafts of fierce impetuosity 
shot from his bowstring drawn to the ear. Tbeh Bhishma, 
aiming ah exdaedingly fierce shaft, **’*^ felled the charioteer of 
the Vrishni hero from his box in the car. And* when the 
^hariotcer of Satyaki’s oar yvas (r.hus) slain, his steeds,’^ O king, 
bolted away.** Endued with the speed of the tempest or the 
mind) they ran wild over the field. Then cries wore uttered 
by the . whole 'army which became a loud uproar.** And 
exclamations of and aJas arose from the high-souled war- 
riors of the Panda va army, (And those ori^^* said) — Run, 
seize, check the horses, go in /**• — And this uproar 

followed Yuyadhana’s car. Mean-while, Bhishma the « son of 
Qintanu*^ began to slay the Pandava forces like Indra slaying 
the Diiinvas, But the Paoichalas and the. Somalcas, though 
slain -by Bhishma thus,** forming yet a laudable resolution, 
rushed towards BhishAia, Ahd other Warriors of the P&ndava 
army, .l^eadecf by Dhrishtadyumna, and desirous of slaughter* 
ing the ranks of thy son, rushed towards C&otanu's son* in 
that ^battle. And so also, O king, the jrarriors of thy vmy* 

' headed by Bhisbma and Drona, impetuously rushed towards 
their foes. And thereupon another battle tooks place.* ****^ 





I^ECTIN LXXIXI. 

^ '^Saojaya said,— 'King Virata then pierced that mighty 

* aar^nrarriqr, •Bhishma,* with three shafts. And cfi9.1rgi:eat 
ear-warrior pierced his (antagoiii^’s) ' steeds also with three 
shafts.^ Thereupon Cautanu’s son Bhishma, that great bbw^ 
man of mighty strength and extreme quickness hand, 
piexped Virata in return-with ten shafts furnished with gulden 
wingS;* And that terrible bowman and mighty car-warrior of 
firm hand, viz, Drona’s son, pierced with six shafts the wielder 
of Gdne^vet between his two breasts.^ Thereupon that’ grinder 
of foes, viZt Phalguna, that 'slayer of hostile heroes, c\it off*’ 
Aqijratth&maif’s bow and deeply pierced hiit\ in return with 

* fiv*e shafts.* Deprived of his senses by anger, and unable to 
bear the cutting off of his bow in that battle, Drona's son, 
taking up another bow that was toughej,* pierfced Phalguna^ 
O king, with ninety sharp-shafts,’ and Vasudeva also with 
seventy fierce arrows.* Then, with eyes red in wrath, Phal 
guna, with Krishna, breathing long and hot breaths, re- 
ffected for a moment.^ Firmly grasping the bow wfth his 
left hand, that grinder • of foes, viz, the wielder of Gdndiva, 
excited wdth rage, fixed on his bowstring a nuntber of fierce 

, shafts, ^sharp and perfectly straight, and capable of taking 
(the foe’s) life.* And that foremost of mighty mdn speedliljj 
pierced Drona s son, in that battle, with those arrows.®”^^ And 
those arrows, penetrating through his armour, <irank his life^ 

- blood* But though thus pierced by th^ wielder of ^ Gdndiva^ 
Drona’s son wavered not.^^ Shooting in return similar arrows 
at Faxtha, he stayed, unperturbed, in that battle, desirous, 
O kipg, of protecting Bhishma of high vows.'* And that feat 
of his was applauded by the foremost warriors of the Kuru 
army, ctmsisting, as it did, of his having encountered the two 
Krishnas jinited together.'* Indeed, Agwatthaman daily battled 
fearlessly amid the forces, having obtained from Drorja all 
weapons with the methods also of their withdrawal.** — This one 
’ is the son of my preceptor. He is again the dear son of Drona. 
Ho is especially a Brahmaiia, and, ♦therefore, worthy of my 
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#etrar4'*^ — T^hinking bo, t^at seorcher of (oes, tiio iieroio Ti^ 

« « 

bhatsu, that foremost of car-warriors, shbwed merp^ to tl^o aoti 
of Bh&radwj^** Avoiding the boo orDroOa, Kiftiti's boo eii« 
dued with great prowess and having white steeds (j^ked onto 
his .car), %egan to fight, displaying* great qilihkness of arms 
and causing a great carnjtge of thy troops.^* -Duryodhana 
then pierced that great bowman Bhima with ten shafts wing- 
ed withi i^ulturine feathers, adorned wi^h gold, and whetted 
on stone.^^ Thereupon Bhimasena, eiccited with wrath, took 
up a toqgh and well-adorned bow capable of taking the life of 
the foe, and also ten sharp shafts.** And steadily ^aiming 
those sharp-pointed shafts of fierce energy and* impetuous 
‘*veloaity, and drawing the bowstring to his he deeply 
pierced the king of the Kurus in bis wide chest.** Thereupon 
the gem hanging on his breast on threads of gold, surrounded 
by those shafts, looked beautiful like the Sun in the firmament 
^surrounded by the plpinets.*® Thy son, however, endued with 
great energy, thus stiuek *by Bhimasena, ‘cpuld not bear it 
(cooKy), like a snake unable to bear the sounds of a man^s slap.** 
Excited with wsath and desirous of protecting his army, be 
then pierced Bhima in return, O king, with many shafts whet- 
ted on stone and endued with golden • wiligs.** Thus strugg'* 
ling in battlfi and mangling each other- fiercely, those* two 
mighty sons of thine looked like a pair of celestials.** « 

■ * “ ‘That figer among men and slayer of hostile hiBroes, viz, thb 
son of Subhadra, pierced Chitrasena with many sharp shafts' 
and Purunfitra •also with seven shafts.*^ And piercing Satya- 
yrata loo with seventy ^shafts, that hero resembling Indra him- 
sdf in battle, began as it were to dance on the field, a&id caused 
us much pain.** Chitrasena then pierced hint in return 
with ten shafts, and Satyavrata with nine, and Purumitra. with 
aeven.** Then the son of Arjuna, thus pierced, while yet 
covered with blood, cut off the large and beautiful 1>ow of 
Chitrasena .that was capable of checking foes.* ^ And cutting 
through his coat of mail, he pierced antagonsit^a breast * 
with a shaft. Then the princes of thy army, all. heroic Wnd 
mighty car-warriprs,** excited wdth wrath and united together 
in thjyr(^|iflict, pierced bim witfi sharp arrows. Bat Abhi* 
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xoaijru, acquainted with the oiigbtiest weapons, A^ote;them 
aH<^ with keen shafts.^* . Beholding that feat of iiitf/tkgy* sons 
then sarOUnded the.* son t>f Arjuna,* who was consuming tby 
army in tliat eondiot like a swelling dre of blazing flames 
•consuming a heap of dry grass in summer. And th*e son of 
SubhadrA, while smiting thy troops (thus), seemed to grow 
*in splandour.*®“*^ Seeing that conduct of his, thy ^andion, 
Lakahmana then, O monarch, quickly fell upon tl^ ason of 
Subh^ra.** Therfeupoii that mighty car- warrior Abhimanyu, 
excited with wrath, pierced Lakahmana graced with auspici- 
ous marks, as also his charioteer, with six sharp arrows.** 

* But Lakshinana also, O king, pierced Subhadra’s fson with 
many keen ‘shafts. And that feat, O king, Seemed to be 
highly wonderful.^* Then that mighty car- warrior, viz, Abhi- 
manyu, slaying the four steeds as also the charioteer of 
Lakshmana with sharp shafts, rushed to ward's the latter.** 
Thereupon Lakshinana, that slayer oj hostile heroes,- staying on 
that car of his whose steeds had been slain, and excited with* 
wrath, hurled a dart towards the car of Subhadras sou.** 
Abhimanyu, however, with his sharp arrot^, cut off that 
irresistible dart ol' lierce mien, resembling a snake, and eoming 
impetuously towafdirtiiin.*^ Then Kripa, taking Laksbmanb 
up on his own car, bq^e him away from the conflict in the 
very sig^it of all the troops,** Then when that awful conflict 
became general, the combatants rushed against owe another, 
desirous of taking one another's life,*® And the mighty bow- 
men of thy army and tjie great car- warriors of th% Panda v a 
host, prepared to lay down their lives ii* battle, slew one an- 
other,*® With hair dishevelled, divested of tlicir coats of mail, 
deprived of their cars, and. their bows broken, the Srinjayas 
{ought, with the Kurus with their bare arms,** Then the 
riighty-armed Bhishma, endued with great strength, and ex-^ 
cited with wrath, slew with his celestial weapons the troops of 
t&e high'-^soulcd 'Pandavas.** And the earth became covered 
with the fallen bodies of elephants deprived oT their guides,, 
of ‘men fi»ud steeds and car- warriors and cavalry-soldierj^’'"'*** • 





Sbcwok txxiv. 

**Sanjt^ 7 ft mud, — ‘Theh, *0 king, the migjbty-aimed* Gttkiytfidi 
iavinoible in battle, dra\ring jn that conflict an^xelUenl, Ibow 
capable cf beacing a great strain/ shot iunumeikbik winged , 
avrows resembling snakes of virulent poison, displaying ids 
wonderful lightness of han<I/ ^nd while slaying his fpes in 
battlei,8o quickly did he draw the bow, tako out his arrpws, 
fix them dn the bowstring, and letting them oif throw them 
among the foe, that ho then seemed te be a ma^ of clouds 
pouling a thick shower of rain.*^ Beholding him then thus 
biasing^ (like a swelling fire), king Durj^odhana/,0 Bh&* 
ratk, despatched ten thousand oars against him/ But that 
great bewinan, Satyaki, of prowess incapable pf being* baffled 
and possessed of great energy, slew with his celestial weapons 
all those mighty car-wan lors/ Having achieved, bow in 
hand, that* fierce feat, that hero then approached Bhunpravas 
in battle/ And Bhun^iavas atbo, that enhancer of the fpmo 
of the Kurus, beholding the Dha'rtarashtra ranks thus felled 
by Yuyudbauai. rushed in wrath^ against the latter/* Draw- 
ing his great bow which resembled thAt of Indra himsq|f in 
hue, he shot thousands of shafts, O monarch, looking like 
snakes of virulent poison and possessed of the’ strength of the 
tfauuder, displaying his extreme lightness of hand* Thereupon 
tlfe combatants that followed Sstyaki, unable to bear thosV 
shafts* of fatal touch, fled away, O king, in all *dir6ction8, 
abandouinig, O monarch, the invincible Satyaki in that con- 
flict.**^* Beholding this, the ten mighty sons of Yuyudjiknpj 
adl mighty car>warriors of great renown, cased in excellent 
in%il» Tbearing diverse arras, and possessing excellent stand- 
ards,*** approaching that great bowman viz, Bhuri^rawaJ?, in 
^battle, wrathfully addressed that warrior bearing on hie atap- 
dard the device of a sacrificial stake, and said these %ordi /* 
-«*-Listen, P kinsman of the Kauravas, O thou the}} art poa- 

The fljiiiieoun 9a m the first hue of 8 refers to^ BUuri 9 rairaa SRie 
Bardeen erroneously take^t as referrftig to Dufyodhana, being 
misle^ll^llke yifoitiA*Surundm^£irtivardhana9.^T. 
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sessed of great strength ! Come, hght in battle with us, i. e., 
with either all of us jointly or with each of us sephrately P* 
Vanquishing us in battle thou mayst win great renown, or our- 
selves, vanquishing thee, will have great giatification !***~ 
Thus addressed by them, that mighty hero endued whJh great 
strength and proud of his prowess, that foremost of men, 

beholding them before him, replied unto them, saying,** 

Ye heroes, ye have said well ! If such be now your, wish, 
fight ye then all together, with care ! I shall slay alT of you 
in battle — Thus addressed by him, those heroic and mighty 
bowmen endued with great activity covered that chastiser of 
foes with a thick shower of arrows.*® And it was towards the 
afternoon, O king, that that dreadful battle took place between 
Bhuri^ravas alone on one side and the many united together 
on the other.*® And those ten heroes covered that single 
mighty car-warrior with showers of arrotvs like the clouds 
showering rain on a mountain cliff in the season of rains.** 
That mighty car-warrior, however, cut off those clouds of shafts 
shot by them resembling the fatal darts of Death or the very 
thunder in effulgence, before they could reach birn.-f**^ They 
then, surrounding that mighty-armed warrior, endcarv^ored 
to slay him. But th^ son of Soinadatta, excited with rage,* 
cut off their bows, (J Bharata, and then their heads, with 
sharp ^afts. Thus slain, they fell down, O monarch like 
mighty trees felled by the thunder. Beholding then hfs 
mighty sons thus slain in battle, the Yrishni hero (Satjaki), 
O king, uttering a Joud roar, rushed against J3hu»9ra- 
vas.** And those mighty warriors then «ach pressed his car 
against the other s. And each of them in tfiat combat slew 

♦ The last half of the second line of 15 is read differently in the 
Bombay text. — T. 

+ The Bombay reading aganiprabkdn (which I adopt) is better than 
the Bengal^ reading aganiswaiuhii for in connection with ^amadanda 
immediately preceding, the latter would be incongrous if not un- 
meaning. — T. 

t An additional verse occurs here in connection with the slaughter of 
S&tyaki’s sons, in the Bombay text. The Bengal texts omit it. — T. 
t 33 ] 
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the other's car-stceda** And both deprived of their cara*, 
those mighty warriors jumped down on the ground. And 
both taking up large scimitars and excellent shields, encoun* 
tered each other.** And those tigers among men, stationed 
for the ehcountcr, shone brightly. Then Bhimasena, O king, 
quickly coming up to Saiyaki thus armed with an excellent 
scimitar, took him up on his own car. And thy son also, O 
monaiyjh^ speedily took up Bhuri<;ravas on his car, in that 
battle, at the very sight of all the bowmen. 

“ ‘Meanwhile, during the continuance of that battle, the 
Pandavas, O bull of Bbarata s race, excited with wrath, fought 
with that mighty car- warrior Bhishina. And when the sun 
assumed a red hue, Dhananjaya exerting himself actively,*’**® 
slew five and twenty thousand great car- warriors. These, 
urged on by Uuryodhana for slaying Panba,** were thus 
completely destroyed before they could even come up to 
him, like insects on a blazing fire. Then the Matsyas and the 
^ Kekayas, all accon.piished in the science of arms,** surrounded 
that mighty car-warrior Partha as alsf> his son (for supporting 
them). Just at that time the sun disappeared,** and all the 
conibutants seemed to be deprived of their senses. Then at 
' twilight, O king, thy sire Devavrata, Li's animals having been 
tired, causgd the troops to be withdrawn And the troops of 
both the Pandavas and the Kurus, filled with fear Cbud anx< 
ifety in course of that dreadful encounter, proceeded to their 
respe'etive encampments. And then, O Bharata, having re- 
paired to«their respective camps, the Pandavas with the Srin- 
jayas, and the Kauravas also, rested for the night agreeably 
to the rules (of military science).* 

Section LXXV. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Having rested for a while, O king, both 
•the Kurus and the Pandavas, after the night had passed away, 
once more went out for battle.* And then loud was the up- 
roar, O king, that arose of mighty car- warriors as tiiey pre- 
pared for battle, and of tuskers as these were being equipped 
fo||Chq^confiict, and of infantry as they put on their armour. 
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and of steeds also, O Bharata I* And the blare of. confths and 
the beat of drums became deafening in all parts of the field,* 
Then king Yiidhishthira addressed Dhrishtadyumna and said, 
— O mighty-armed one, dispose the troops in the array called 
Makara that sebreheth the foe !* — Thus addressed by fPiitha’s 
son, that mighty car- warrior Dhrishtadyumna, that foreu'ost of 
combatants on cars, issued the order, O great king, to the 
car- warriors (for forming the Makara array).* Drup^jda, and 
Dhananjaya the son of Pindu, formed the head of that array, 
and Sahadeva and that mighty car-warrior Nakula formed its 
tAVO eyes.* And the mighty Bhimasena formed its beak. And 
Subhadra’s son, and the sons of Draupadi, and the Rakshasa 
Ghatotkacha,^ and Satyaki, and king Yudhishthira the just, 
were stationed in its neck. And king Virata, that commander 
of a large division, formed its back,® supported by Dhrish* 
tadyumna and a largo force. And the five Kekaya brothers 
constituted its left wing,® and that# tiger among men, viz, 
Dhrishtaketu, and Chekitana of great prowess, stationed in 
the right wing, stood for protecting that array.^® And *its 
two feet, O monarch, Avere constituted by thalf mighty car- 
AA^arrior the blessed l^untibhoja, and Caranika, wSiipported by 
large force.“ And that great bowman, the mighty Cikhandin, 
surrounded by the ?^omakas, and Iravat, AA^cre itationed in 
the tail^of that Makara array.^® And having, O Bharata, 
formed their great array, the Pandavas, O monarch,^ equipped , 
in mail at dawn, again stood for battle.^® And with elephants 
and steeds and cars and •infantry, and with standard*? upraised 
and umbrellas set up, and armed Avith*brigjit, whetted wea- 
pons, they quickly proceeded against the Kauravas.^* , 

“‘Then thy sire Devavrata, beholding the (Panda\a) army 
thus arrayed, disposed his army, O king, iji counter-array 
after the form of a huge crane.'® And in its beak was Bhara- 
dwaja*s son (Drona). And Agwatthaman and Kripa, O mon- 
arch, formed its two eyes.'* And that foremosf of all bow- 
men, vif, Kritavarraan, united Avith the ruler of the K^m- 
vojahs and with the Valliikas, a^s stationed, O king, in its 
bead.*’ * And in its neck, O Bharata, were Gurasena, and thy 
son Duryodhana, O king, surrounded *by many kings.'® And 
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the rul^r o£ the Pr&gyotishaa, united with the Madras, the 
Sauviras, and the Kekayas, and surrounded by a large foroe, 
ivas stationed, O king, in its breast.^* And Su^arman the king 
of Prasthala, accompanied by his own troops, stood, accoutred 
in mail/ia the left wing.*" And the Tusharas, the Yavanas 
and the Cakas, along with the Chulikas, stood in the right 
wing, O Bharata, of that array.** And Crutiyush and Cati- 
3 msh hnd Somadatta’s son, O sire, were stationed in the 
rear of that array, protecting one an6ther.** 

“ ‘Then the Panclavas, O king, rushed against the Kaiira* 
vas for battle. The sun, O Bharata, had risen when the 
battle commenced.** And elephants proceeded against ele- 
phants. And horsemen rushed against horsemen, and car- 
warriors against^car-warriors, O king, and against elephants 
also, in that drcadf'iil conilict.** And car-men rushed against 
riders of elephants, and riders of elephants against horse- 
men.** And oar- warring.; cm gaged with foot-soldiers, and 
cavalry with infantry. And all the warriors, O king, excited 
with wrath, rushed against one another in battle.** And the 
Panda va army, protected by Bhimasena and Arjuna and the 
, twins, looked beautiful like the night decorated with stars.** 
And thy army also, with Bhishina and Kripa and Drona and 
Calya and ‘Duryodhana, and others, sbonc like the hrma- 
npent spangled with the planets.** And Bhimasena tfie son of 
Kunts endued with great prowess, beholding Drona, rushed 
against the division of Bharadwaja’s son, borne by his steeds 
of great Seetness.** Then Drona, excited with wrath in that 
conflict and endued with great energy, pierced Bhima with 
nine shafts made wholly of iron, aiming his vital limbs.*" Deep- 
ly pierced by Bharadwaja's son in that conflict, Bhima des- 
patched Drona’s charioteer to the region of Yama.** There- 
upon the son of Bharadwaja, endued with great prowess, him- 
self restraining his steeds, began to consume the Pandava 
army like*fira consuming a heap of cotton.** And While thus 
Blacfghtered, O king, by Drona and Bhishma, the ^rinjayas 
along with the Kekayas took^to flight.** And so thy troops 
also, mangled by Bhima and Arjuna, became deprived of 
senses as they stodd, like a beautiful female in her pride.*" 
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Aad in that conflict destructive of heroes, great was the dis- 
tress, O Bharata, that befell both thy army and theirs.** And 
we beheld the wonderful sight, O Bhirata, iof the troops 
fighting with one another regardlessof their lives.* •* And the 
Pandavas and fhe Kauravas, O king, in that confliKt, fought 
with one another counteracting one another’s weapons.’ 

Section LXXVL 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said,^ — ‘Our army is possessed of many 
excellencies. Consisting of diverse forces, its efficiency is 
great. It is again arrayed according to the rules of science 
and, therefore, ought to be irresistible.* It is attached to 
us exceedingly, and always devoted to us. It is submissive, 
and free from the faults of drunkenness and licentiousness. Its 
prowess had before been tested.* The ^soldiers are neither 
very old nor very young. They are neither lean nor corpulent. 
Of active habits, of well-devcloped»and sjtrong frames, they ar^ 
free from disease.* They arc cased in mail and well equipt 
with arms. They are exercised in every kind of weapons. 
They are skilled in encounters with swords, With bare arms, 
and with maces.^ JT^oy are well exercised in lances,’ sabr^, 
and darts, as also in iron clubs, short arrows, javelins, and 
mallets.* They ar^ devoted to all kinds of arjned exercises, 
and afe adepts in mounting upon and descending from ^the 
backs of elephants, in moving forward and stepping back, in 
smiting effectually, in marching and retreating. Many a time 
have they been tested in the management of elephants and 
steeds and cars.*”^ Having been examine,d duly they have 
been entertained on pay, and not for the sake of Jineage, 
nor from favor, nor -^om relationship,* nor from strength 
of attachments, nor from connections of birth and blood. 
They are all respectable and honest, and their kinsmen have 
been well-treated and gratified by us.® We have done them 
many ^od offices. They are, besides, all renown'fed men ^d 
endued with great mental vigor. O son, they are aga^ pro- 
tected by many foremost of mAi endued with great activity, and 


♦ EkayomagoAdA is lit. ^‘intently.” — T« 
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of famous achievements, resembling the very Regents of the 
world, and renowned over the whole earth ! Innumerable 
Kshatriyas, respected throughout the world, and who have 
of their own will sided us with their forces and followers, also 
protect them. Indeed, our army is like the vast ocean filled 
with the waters of innumerable rivers running from all direc* 
tions !** It abounds with elephants, and with cars which, 
thought destitute of wings, yet resemble the winged tenants 
of the air. Vast numbers of combatants constitute the waters 
of that ocean, and the steeds and other animals constitute its 
terrible waves.*® Innumerable swords and maces and darts 
and arrows and lances constitute the oars (plied on that ocean). 
Abounding with standards and ornaments and adorned with 
cloths inlaid with gold and gems, the rushing steeds and 
elephants constitute the winds agitating it into fury. Our 
host, therefore, really resembles the vast, shoreless, ocean 
roaring in rage.***** ^.Aud that host is protected by Drona and 
iBhishma, and by Kntavarman and Kripa and Du8(;asana, and 
others headed by Jayadratha.** It is also protected by Bhaga- 
datta and Vik!.rua, by Drona s son, and Suvala’s son, and 
Valbika, and by many other mighty and high-sou led heroes of 
the world. That that array should yet be slaughtered in battle 
is due only to* predestined fate. O Sanjaya, neither men nor 
highly blessed Rishis of old ever beheld such prepafationa 
(fer battle) *on earth before. That so large an army, mustered 
according to science, and attached (to us) by wealth, should 
yet be'slaujjhter'ed in battle, alas, what can it be but the result 
of Destiny ? O Sajnjaya, all this seems to be unnatural.*’"*® 
Indeed^ Vidura had often said what was both beneficial and 
desirable. But my wicked son Diiryodhana would not accept 
it 1** I believe that bigh-souled and all-knowing person had 
foreseen all that is now happening, and hence the counsel he 
gave.®** Or, O Sanjaya, all this, in all its details, had been 
pre-arranged by Him, for that which is ordain ed** by the 
Creator must happen as ordained and cannot be otherwise.* **** 


literally, “hence hi« thoughts were so.”— T. 
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'^SaDjaya said, — ‘Thou hast, O king, in consequence of 
thy own fault, been overtaken by this calamity ! O bull of 
Bharata’s race,* the faults which thou, O monarch, h&dst seen 
in that unrighteous course of conduct (towards the PauJavas), 
were not seen by Duryodhana ! It was through thy fault, 
O king, that the match at dice had taken place ^ ^nd it 
is through thy fault that this battle hath taken pface with 
the Panda vas. Having committed a sin, do thou therefore, 
reap the fruit of that sin of thine !* One reapeth the fruit 
of acts perpetrated by one’s own self. Do thou, therefore, O 
king, reap the fruit of thy own acts, both here and hereafter 1* 
Therefore, O monarch, though overtaken by this calamity, 
be Calm still, and listen, O sire, to the (account of the) battle 
as I recite it.* 

“ ‘The heroic Bhimasena, havii]g wijh his sharp shafts, 
broken thy mighty array, then came upon all the yoiingejT 
brothers of Durydohana,* The mighty Bhiraa, beholding 
Dusgasaua and Durvisahaand Dussaha and Durmada and Jaya, 
and Jayasena and- Vikarna and Chitrasena and Sudarcana, 
and Charuchitra and Suvarman and Duskarna and Kama, 
and many other mighty car-warriors, excited yith rage, of 
the Dkartarashtra host near enough to himself, penetrated 
into (thy) mighty array that was protecred by Bhishma *in 
that battle Then, beholding him in their midst, all* those 
warriors said, — Ye kings, let us take this one’s » life*'® — There- 
upon that son of Pritha was surroundec/by those cousins of his 
who were firmly resolved (to take his life). And Bhin^ then 
resembled Surya himself of fierce splendour surrounded by the 
mighty planets of evil nature, at the time of. the universal 
destruction. “ And though the son of Pandu was there in the 
very midst of the (Kaurava) array, yet fear entered not his 
heart, asdt did not that of Indra while surrounded by tlie 
J)dnavas in the fierce battle of old between the celestial^ and 
the Asicras.^* Then thousands of car-warriors armed with 
all weapons and fully prepared for battle, overwhelmed his 
single seU with terrible shafts.'* « Thereupon the heroic 
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Bhima, disregarding the sons of Dbritarishtra, slow in that 
conflict many foremost warriors (of the Kaurava army) fighting 
from cars or ujpon the backs of elephants and steeds.*^ And 
ascertaining the purpose harboured by those cousins of his who 
were benf upon his destruction, the mighty Bhima set his 
heart upon slaying them alL^* Then leaving his car and tak- 
ing up his mace, the son of Pandu began to smite that very 
sea of phartarashtra troops/* 

“ ‘Then when Bhiinasciia thus penetrated the Dhartarishtra 
host, Dhistadyumna the sou of Prishata, forsaking Drona 
(with whom he had been engaged), quickly proceeded to the 
spot where Suvala's son was stationed.*’ That bull among 
men, baffling countless warriors of thy array, came upon the 
empty car of Bhimasena in that battle/* And beholding in 
that conflict Vi(j<ika, the charioteer of Bhimasena, Dhrishta- 
dyumna, O king, became exceedingly cheerless and almost 
deprived of bis senses/® ^ With voice choked in tears, and 
Isighing as he spoke, he asked Vk;oka, in grief saying,*— Where 
is Bhima who is dear to me as life itself — Vi<;oka then, 
joining his hanej;^, replied unto Dhrishtadyiimna, saying, — The 
mighty son of Pandu, endued with great strength, ordering me 
to wait for him here, hath alone peuetratM into the Dharta- 
r^htra host t)iat resembleth the very oceaif, ! That tiger among 
men very cheerfully said unto me these words Wqit for 

Toit 0 cJutrKoieer, restraining the steeds for a short space of 
time, that is till I slay those that arc bent upon my des- 
truction Beholding then the mighty Bhiina rushing, mace 
in hand, all our troops ^that supported him) became filled with 
delight/* Then in this fierce and terrible battle, O prince, 
thy friend, breaking the mighty array (of the foe), hath pene- 
trated into it /• — Hearing these words of Viijoka, Prishata’s 
son Dhrishtadyumna, endued with great strength, said unto 
the charioteer these words on the field of battle I**— What 
need have t today of life itself, if, forgetting my affection for 
the Pandavas, I forsake Bhima in battle If I return today 
without Bhima, what will the ^shatriyas say of me ? * What 
will they say of me when they will learn that while I was on • 
tnejj||^ld, Bbimi^ penetrated alone into the hostile array making . 
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a single opening in it ?••• The gods with Indra at their head* 
visit him with evil who, forsaking his comrades in battle, return-* 
eth home unhurt The mighty Bhima again is lAy friend and 
kinsman. He is devoted to me, and I also am devote)^ to that 
slayer of foes.*® * Therefore, I will go thither whither Bhima 
hath gone ! Behold me slaying the foe like Vasava slaying the 
DiXnavaa — Having said this, the heroic Dhrishtadyumna, 

O Bharata, proceeded through the midst of the fefe,* along 
the tracks opened by Bhlmasena and marked by elephants 
crushed with his mace.®* He then obtained sight of Bhima^ 
sena consuming the hostile ranks or felling Kshatriya warriors 
like the tempest devastating rows of trees.®® And car-war- 
riors and horsemen, and foot-soldiers and tuskers, while thus 
slaughtered by him, uttered loud cries of wojej.®® And cries 
of ah and alas arose from thy troops, O sijre, while they were 
slaughtered by the victorious Bhima accomplished in all 
modes of warfare.®* Then the Kaurava warriors, all accom-^ 
plished ill arms, surrounding Vrikodara on all sides, fear- 
lessly poured upon him their arrowy showers at the same 
time.** Then the mighty son of Prishata, bcholfling that fore- 
most of all wielders of weapons, that celebrated hero, viz, the, 
son of ,Paudu, thus attacked on all sides by fierce ranks of 
foes in close array, m&ngled with shafts, treading Iphe field on 
foot, an^ vomiting the poison of his wrath, mace in han^, 
and looking like the Destroyer himself at the hour of thg uni-* • 
versal dissolution, quickly approached him and comforted him 
by his presence.®’*** And taking him up on lii^ car,* and 
plucking the arrows from off all his limbS, and embracing him 
warmly, the high-souled son of Prishata comforted Bhimasena 
in the very midst of the foe.*® Then thy son, in that terrible 
conflict, quickly coming up to his brothers, said unto them, — 
This son of Drupada, of wicked soul, is now united with Bhima- 
sena.®* Let us all approach him together for slaying him. Let 
not the fo^ seek our ranks (for battle) ! — Hearing these words* 
the Dhartarashtrsis, thus urged on by the command* of il^eir 
eldest bother and unable to put up (with the foe),®^ quickly 

* ThS second line of 28 I expand a little for making the sense clearer. 
A dosely literal rendering would scarcely be* intelligible. — T. 
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Fushed, with npratsed weapans, for slaying DliririkUtdyiiainib 
like fierce comets at the hour of the univeiaat diss^otleiw 
Taking np tfieir beantifnl bows, those heroes, making tlie raqr 
eartii sb^rer with the twang of their bowstiingt, and the rattiw 
of their cartwheels, showered their shafts on Dmpada's aoWi 
like the douds coveriog the mountain-breast with torrents of 
pbSo« Bot that hero conversant with all inodes of war&re^ 
though ^ns struck with sharp arrows in that battle, dkl not 
waver.** On the other band, that niighry ear-warrior, tW 
youthful son of Drupada, beholding those heroic sons of tbiaw 
staying before him in battle and exerting themselves to their 
utmost, became desirous of slaving them and applied thah 
fierce weapon called Pramohana,^* enraged with thy sons, O 
king, like Indr^ with the DdK^ava% in battle. Then those 
heroic warriors were deprived of their senses, tbehr minds and 
strength afflicted by the Prumohana weapon.** And the KaU'* 
*'ravas fled away in oH direStions, with their steeds and elephants 
and beholding those sons d thine deprived of theif 
senses in a swoon like those whose hours had come.** At thak 
time Prona, t£e foremost of all wieldcrs of weapons, approach^ 
ting Drupoda, pierced him with three fiercf shafts.** And that 
monarch then, O king, viz, Drupada, deeply pierced by Drona, 
left the batfie, O Bhkrata, remembering bis former hostility 
(pith Bh^dwaja's son).** Thereupon Drona endu^ with 
^ great prowess, having thus vanquished Drupada, blew his couch* 
And hearing the blare of hxs conch, all the Somakas were 
struck with fear.** Then Drona possessed of great energy, that 
foremost of all wielders of weapons, heard of thy sons being 
dleiwKed of tbeir senses in battle with the Prumahima WeiU 
Then the son of Bbaradwkja, desiiwiui of rescuing 
the princes, speedily left that part of the field where be waa^ 
aod pffoeeeded to tbe place where tby sons were.** And that 
mighty bowman, viz, Bharadwaja*s son of great prowess, thSi# 
Bebel^ ^brithtadyumna and Bhima careering throogh iAe 
field in that dreadful conflbt. And that mighty eaf- warrior 
behind tby sons deprived of t&eir senses.** Taking up 4hen 
tho^w^apon called Pra^n^, he neutralised the 
w^l^ (that Dhrishtaefyumaa bad shot). Then thy mtsar 
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tiloie migtity ^SMSwarriots, when their senses returned^** ence 
mere proceeded to battle with Bhima and Prishata^s sOiA 
Then Tadhishthira, addressing his own troops/ said/^-^Let 
tweipe farare car^warriors cased in mail and headed by^abhad* 
r&’s son, follow, to the utmost of their might, the track of 
Bhima and Piisbata’s son in battle Let intelligence be 
had (of dioso two warriors) ! My heart is very nneasy^^ 
Thns ordered by the king, those heroes pos8e8Bed**o]^ great 
prowess in battle** and proud of their manliness, saying — Fes, 
all proceeded forward when the sun had reached the meri- 
dian^** And those chastisers of foes then, viz, the Kaikeyos, 
ud the sons of Draupadi, and Dhrishtaketu of great prowess, 
aupported by a large force and with Abhimanyu at their head, 
and disposing themselves in the array caliedL Sttchimukha,^ 
penetrated into that car-division of the* Dhartarhshtras in 
battle.**"** And thy troops, O king, struck with the fear of 
Bhimasena and deprived of their sdhses By Dhrishtadyumna,^ 
were unable to resist (the rush of ) those mighty bowmen 
headed by Abhimanyu. And they were quite helpless, like a 
lady in in the streets. **"•* And those mighty bowmen, with 
standards variegated^ith gold, cutting through (the Kauravai* 
ranks), proceeded with great speed for rescuing Dhrishtadyum- 
na and Vrikodara.** And the latter, beholding those mighty 
bowmen headed by Abhimanyu, became lilied w4h delight 
and continued to smite down thy ranks.** And the heroic 
prince of PAnchAla, viz, the son of Frishata, seeing t^eanv^hile 
hia preceptor advancing towards him with great speed, no 
longer wished to compass the death of thy sons.** Causing 
Vrikodara then to be taken up on the car of the king of the 
Kaikeyaa, he rushed in great wrath against Drona accomplished 
in arrows and all weapons.** And that slayer of foes, viz, 
the valiant sOn of Bharadwajs, excited with rage, cut off with 
a broad^faeaded shaft the bow of Prishata’s son who was rushing 
towards lii!b with impetuosity.** And remembering bread 

^ - - ------ — * ■ ' . 

• is literally “needle- mouthed.** It was a wedge-Hko 

eslnnia^ With the thin or pointed end turned towsurda the side o! the 
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he had eaten of his master and desirous of doing good to 
Durjodhana, he also sped hundreds of shafts after Piishata's 
60D.*^ Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz, the son of 
Prishatei taking up another bow, pierced Drona with seventy 
shafts whetted on stone and furnished with wings of gold.** 
Then that grinder of foes, viz, Drona, once more cut off his 
bow, And despatched his four steeds to Yama's abode with 
four excellent arrows, and also slew his charioteer, O Bh&rata, 
with a broad-headed shaft.**^* Then that mighty car-warrior 
of strong arms, viz, Dhrishtadyumna, quickly descending 
from that car whose steeds had been slain, ascended the groat 
car of Abhimanyu/^ Then Drona caused the Pandava army 
consisting of cars, elephants, and steeds, to tremble, in tho 
very sight of Bhimasena and tho intelligent son of Prishata.** 
Beholding then that army thus broken by Drona of immeasur- 
able energy, all those mighty car- warriors wore incapable of 
checking its fiigh^^r* And that army, thus slaughtered by « 
Dfona with his sharp shafts, began to move in eddies there, 
like tho agitated sea.** And beholding tho (Pandava) army 
in that condition, thy troops were filled with delight. And 
• seeing the preceptor excited with rage •end thus consuming 
the ranks of the foe, all thy warriors, O Bharata, set up loud 
shouts and^ltte^od exclamations in praise (of Drona).* ***• 


Section LXXVIIL 

“Sanjaya said, — Then king Duryodhana, regaining his 
senses, oncG more began to resist Bhima with showers of 
arrows.^ And once more those mighty car-warriors, viz, thy 
eons, united together, began to fight valiantly with Bhima- 
sena.* And Bhimasena also of mighty arms, during that battle, 
having got his car, ascended it and proceeded to the spot 
w'here thy sons were.* And taking up a strong and very tough 
bow adoitiecbwith gold and capable of taking the Ifves of foes, 
ha pierced thy sons in that conflict, with his shaft^^.* Then 
king Duryodhana struck the* mighty Bhimasena at the very 
vitals with a long shaft of exceeding sharpness.* Then that 
i^Khiy bowman, pierced thus deeply by thy son bow in hand, 
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forcibly drawing bis own bow with eyes red in wrath/ struck 
Duryodhana in his two arms and the breast with three shafts. 
But struck thus, O king, he moved not, like a plince of moun* 
tains/ Beholding then those two heroes excited with ragC^ 
and smiting each other, the younger brothers of Duryodhanai 
all of whom were heroes prepared to lay down their lives,* 
remembering their previously formed scheme of afEicting 
Yrikodara of terrible deeds, set about, firmly ratfofved, for 
smiting him down/ A*nd as they fell upon him in battle, 
Bhimasena of great strength rushed against them, O king, like 
an elephant rushing against an attacking compeer/^ Excited 
with fury and endued with great energy, that celebrated hero 
then, O king, afflicted thy son Chitrasena with a long arrow/^ 
And as regards thy other sons, that descendant of Bharata 
smote them all, in that battle, with diverse kinds of shafts 
furnished with wings of gold and endued with great impetus.** 
Then king Yudhishthira the just, disposing all his own diiii- 
siona properly, despatched twelve mighty car-warriors including* 
Abhimanyu and others to follow Bhimasena behind* These, O 
king, all proceeded against those mighty car-frarriors, viz, thy 
sons.**"** Behold^^jg those heroes on their cars, resembling the 
Sun himself or the fire in splendour, — those great bowmen of 
blazing effulgence find exceeding beauty,** lookhig resplendent 
in tWht dreadful conflict with ornaments of gold, — thy mighty 
sons abandoned Bhima (with whom they had been fghting). 
The son of Kunti, however, could not bear the sight of their 
abandoning the conflict alive/ ”** 


Section LXXIX. 

** Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Abhimanyu, acccorapanied by 
Bhimasena, pursuing thy sons, afflicted them all/ Then the 
mighty car-warriors of thy army, including Duryodhana and 
others,* beholding Abhimanyu and Bhimasena* united With 
Prishata s son in the midst of the (Kaurava) troops, took up 
their bows, and borne by thefr fleet steeds rushed to the spot 
whe»e those warriors were. And on that afternoon, O king, 
m dreadful conflict took place between the mighty combat- 
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ants of tbji anny and those of the foe» O Bhfaata. And 
Abhimanyu, having, in that fierce battle, slain tfae steeds of 
Vikama,^ pierced the latter with five and twenty small arrowa 
Then that^mighty ear-warrior, Tikama, abandoning that eaiw 
whose ste^s had been slain,* mounted on the resplendent ear, 
O king, of Chitrasena. Them thus stationed On the same car, 
tris/ those two brothers of Kuru’s race,* the son ol^Aijitna 
covered, *0« Bhirata, with showers of arrowa Then Dnijaya 
and Vikama pierced Abhimanyu with five shafts made wholly 
of iron. Abhimanyu, however, shook not in the least but stood 
firm like the mountain Meru. Dus^isana in that battle, O 
sire, fought with the five Kekaya brothers. All thisi, O great 
king, seemed exceedingly wonderful. The sons of Draupadt, 
excited with rage, Resisted Duryodhana in that battle.*^ And 
each of them, O kingp pierced tliy son with three shafts* Thy 
son also, invincible in battle, pierced each of the sons of 
Dsaupadi, O monarch, *with %)harp shafts. And pierced by them 
* (in return) and bathed in blood, be shone*^^^ like a bill with 
rillets of water mixed with red-chalk, (gliding down its breast.) 
And the mighty Bhishma also, in that battle, O king, afflicted 
thp Pkndava army like a herdsman bei%l{ouring his herd* 
Then, O monarch, the twang of OUndiva was heard,**"** of 
Fartha, who wus engaged in slaughtering the foe on the right 
wiii|r of the army. And in that part of the field helUlless 
ivinks stood up by thousands,** aracmgst the troops, O Bhirata^ 
of both the Kauravas and the P&ndavas. And the field of 
battle r^em{>led an ocean whose waters were blood, and whose 
. eddies were the shafts* (shot by the combatants). And the 
elephanis constituted the islands of that ocean, and the steeds 
its waves.** And cars constituted the boats by which brave 
men crossed it. And many brave combatants# with arms 
cut off, divested of armour, and hideously mutilated,** 
seen lying tikere in hundreds and thousands. And with the 
bodies of mfiaiiate elephants deprived of life and bathed ia 
blood,**^ the' fidd of battle, O BhArata, looked as if stowti 
with hills. •^A^ tbe wonderful sight we saw there# O BhUbrata, 
was timt lfe|i|ier in their army nor in thine was a single person 
that willing to fight.! And thus, O moiifurch, did those 
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iMTe wairiora, Cft both thy Rrtny and the FAn4ava% Sght, 
eibeking gloiy and desirous of victoiy !' 


Section LXXX. 

^'Sanjaya said, — 'Then when the sun assumed a red bue^ 
king Duryodhana, desirous of battle rushed towards Bhima from 
desire of slaying him/ Beholding that heroic warripr«ch6rish« 
ing deep animosity (tlAis) coming towards him, Bhimaseni^ 
excited with great wrath, said these words :* — That hour hath 
come which 1 have desired for so many years. I will slay thee 
today if thou dost not abandon the battle.* Slaying thee, i 
shall today dispel the sorrows of Kunti as also of Draupadi 
and the woes that were ours during our exile in the woods 
Filled with pride, thou hadst formerly humiliated the sons of 
Findu. Behold, O son of Gandhari, the dire fruit of that 
sinful behaviour 1 * Following the ^ouns^ls of Kama as 
of Suvala’s son, and recking the Pandavas little, thou hadst « 
formerly behaved towards them as thou hadst listed.* Thonr 
hadst also disregarded Krishna who begged thee (for peace). 
With a joyous heart didst thou despatch Uluka (to ut) with 
thy messages.* ]^r all these, 1 shall slay thee today with 
all thy kinsmen, and thus avenge all those offences of thine of 
fermer days I* — Having said these words, Bhima, bending his 
bow and stretching it repeatedly, and taking up a* numbei^ 
terrible shafts whose effulgence resembled that of the lightning 
itself/ and filled with wrath, quickly, sped she ahd tlfirty of 
them at Suyodhana. And those shaftGfresembled the flames of 
a biasing fire, and coursed straight with the force of th^ thun- 
der-bolt.'* And then he pierced Duryodbana’s bow with two 
shafts, and bis charioteer with two. And with four shafts he 
despatched Duryodhana’s (four) steeds to the regions of Yama.^^ 
And that grinder of foes then, with two shafes shot with great 
feicet off in that battle the king’s umbrella frqpi his excel- 
lent oar.'* And with three other shafts he cut otf bis handsome 
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and blaziug, standard. And having cat it off, he ottered a load 
shout in the very sight of thy son/* And that beautiful 
standard of the latter, decked with diverse gems, suddenly fell 
down on the earth from his car like a flash of lightning from 
the cloudsf*^ And all the kings beheld that beaiitiful standard 
of the Kuru king, bearing the device of an elephant, decked 
with gems, and blazing like the sun. fall down cut off (by 
Bhiniaseafi^V^* And that itiighry car-warrior, viz, Bhima, 
then pierced Duryodhana in that battle, smiling the while, 
with ten shafts like a guide pierciitg a mighty elephant with 
the hook.** Then that foremost of car- warriors, viz, the 
mighty king of the Sindhus, supported by many brave war- 
riors, placed himself on the flank of Dur^'odhana.” And 
then that great car-warrior, viz, Kripa, O king, caused the 
vindictive Duryodhana, that son of K urn’s race, of immeasur- 
able energy, to mount on his own car.^* Then king Duryo- 
d^ana, deeply pierce by iyiiinasena and feeling great pain, 
^ sat down on the terrace of that car,** Then Jayadratha, 
desii^us of slaying Bhima, surrounded him ou all sides with 
several thousanck of cars.*® Tiien, O king. Dhrishtaketu, and 
Abbiniauyu of great energy, and the Kekayas, and the sons 
of Draupadi, all encountered thy sous,*** And the high- 
Bouled Abhin^yanyu smote them all, pierotug each with five 
straight shafts** resembling the bolts of heaven or Duath’a 
Belies, shot from his excellent bow. Thereupon, all of them, 
unable to bear it (coolly), showered on that foremost of car- 
warrioks, vi^, the son of Subhadra, a perfd^t down-pour of sharp 
shafts like raiu-charged vjlouds pouring rain on the breast of the 
mountains of Meru. But Abhitnanyu, that invincible warrior 
accomplished in arms, thus afflicted by tlicrn in battle, caused 
all thy sons, O king, to tremble like the wielder of the thun- 
der-bolt causing the mighthy As liras to tremble in the battle 
between the celestials and the latter.***** Then that foremost 
of .par- warriors, O Bharata, shot fourteen broad-headc^ shafts, 
fierce and lucking like snakes of virulent poison, at Yikama.** 
End tied with great prowess and cM if dancing in that battle* 
he fe^ed^vith those shafts the standard of Vikarnafrom bis oair 
also bis chariotet^r and steeds.'^ Then that mighty 
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ear-warrior, the aon of Subhadr&, again sped at VUzarna many 
other arrows that were well-tempered, <«traight-going, and 
capable of penetrating every armonr.** And* these arrows 
furnished with feathers of the kanka bird, coming at Yikarna 
and passing through his body, entered the earth, lilcc hissing 
snakes.* ‘ And those arrows, with wings and points decked 
wich gold, bathed in Yikarna*s blood, seemed to vomit blood 
on the earth.*® Beholding Yikarna thus pierced, his etlfer uter- 
ine brothers rushed, in that battle, against those car- warriors 
headed by Subhadra's son.** And when these invincible war- 
riors upon their (own) cars came upon those combatants (of 
the Pandava army) resplendent like so many suns and staying 
on their cars, both began to pierce one another.** And 
Durmukha, having pierced Crutakarman with five shafts, cub 
off the latter’s standard with a single sha^t and then pierced 
his charioteer with seven.** And advancing closer, he slew 
with half a dozen shafts his foe’s suseds Jleet as the wind an^ 
cased in golden armour, and then felled his charioteer. ‘i 
Crutakarman, however, staying on that car of his the steeds 
of which had been slain, hurled in great wrath % dart blazing 
like a fierce meteor.** That dart, blazing with effulgence^ 
passing through the renowned Durmukha’s hard coat of mail, 
penetrated into the onrth.®* Meanwhile the mighiy Sutasoma^ 
beholdwig Crutakarman deprived of his car, caused him to 
mount upon his own car in the very sight of all the troops*’^. • 
The heroic Crutakirli rushed against thy son Jayatsena in 
that battle, desirous, O king, of slaying that rhnovJVied 'war- 
rior,** Then thy son Jayatsena, O king,* with a sharp arrow 
having a horse-shoe head, smiling the while, cut off the* bow 
of the high-souled Crutakirti as the latter came along stretch 
ing it in his hands. Then Catanika, beholding his uterine 
brother*B bow cut off,**“*® endued as he was with great valor, 
quickly came at that spot, repeatedly roaring like a lion« 
And Cat&pika, drawing his bow in that battle viith greaff 
force,** speedily pierced Jayatsena with ten shafts, anH uttpred^ 
a Ipud sVout like an infuriate elephant.** And with another 
arrow oC sharp point and capable of penetrating every armour, 
CMiiukft deeply pierced Jayatsena io the ohbfit,** Just at t 
[ 37 J 
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that time, J^ushkarim who was near his brother (JayatsenaX 
tafuriate with auger, out off Cat&nika's bow and anrow.^ 
Then the mighty CatAiiika, taking up. another excellent bow 
eapable of bearing a groat strain, aimed many sharp shafta^ 
And ad<fressiQg Dushkarna in tho presence 6f bis brother 
(Jayatsena), saying — Wait, Wait , — he sped at him those sharp 
and blazing shafts resembling so many snakes.^* And then he 
i^peediljr lyjt off I>ushkarna's bow with one arrow, and slew his 
eharioteer, O sire, with two, and then pierced Dushkarna 
himself with seven arrows.^ And that spotless warrior then, 
with a dozen sharp shafts, slew all the steeds of Dushkarna, 
that were fieet as the mind and of variegated hue.*^* And 
then with another brood-headed arrow, well aimed and cap- 
able of coursing swiftly, Catauika, excited with great wrath, 
deeply pierced Dushkarna in the chest.** And thereupon the 
latter fell down on the earth like a tree struck with lightning. 
Jleholding Dushkarna slais, five mighty car-warriors, O king,*® 
«uiTOUDded Cattuika on all sides, from desire of slaying him. 
And they struck the renowned Catanika with showers of 
arrows.®* Theh the five Kekaja brothers, excited with wrath, 
}ipproached (Catanika for rescuing him>. Beholding these 
latter coming upon them, thy sons — those mighty car-war- 
riors,®* — crushed towards them like elephants rushing against 
Kiighty ele|>hants. (These amongst thy sous, vizj, Durfiiukha, 
%and Durjaya, and the youthful Durmarshana,®* and Catrunjaya 
and Catrusaha, all renowned warriors, excited with rage, pro- 
ceeded, 0*king, against the (five) Kekaya brothers.** On their 
ears that resembled (fortified) towns, unto which were yoked 
fpteedfi decked with ornaments, and which were graced with 
beautiful standards of variegated hue,*® those heroes, wielding 
excellent bows and cased in beautiful coats of mail and owning 
excellent standards, entered the hostile army like lions enter- 
ing one forest from another.®* Smiting one another, fierce and 
IPsrrific was thp battle that ensued between them aii<i the foe, 
la which cars and elephants got entangled with one another.*^ 

.. g , . ■ 

* TttaBeaibfty readiag, which I do not adopt, is Fnw-' 

It Is uselessly plsonastte, — 
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pherishiog feelings of hostility towards one another, the terrible 
battle in which they took part lasted for a short spdce of time 
about sunset, increasing the pbpulation of Yama*s kingdom/* 
And oar>warriors and horsemen by thousands were strewn over 
the hold, Th^n Bhishma the s^n of Cantanu, excited with 
wrath, began to slaughter the troops of the high-souled Pin- 
davas with his straight shafts. And with his arrows he began 
to despatch the combatants of the Panchalas to the^ Remains 
of Yama.*®**® And the, grancisire, having thus broken the 
ranks of the Pandavas, at last withdrew his troops and retired, 
O king, to his encamp me nt/‘ And king Yudhishthira also, 
beholding both Dhrishtadyumna and Vrikodara, smelt their 
heads, and filled with joy, retired to his tents,**'** 


Section LXXXI. 

*‘Sanjaya said, — 'Then those heroes, O king, who cherished 
feelings of hostility towards one another, retired to their tent? 
their persons covered with blood/ Having rested for a while^ 
agreeably to rule, and praising one another (fqr the feats of 
the day), they were again seen clad in mail, desirous of 
battle.* Then th^Wi, O king, overwhelmed with anxiety 
and covered with blopd trickling down (from his wounds), asked 
the gi;g,iidsire, saying,** — Our troops are fierce and terrible 
and carry innumerable standards. They are, again, arrayM 
properly. Yet the brave and mighty car-warriors 8f the 
Pandavas, having penetrated <into our array) and afflicted 
and slaughtered (our troops), escaped uahurt.-!-* Confounding 
us all, they have wou great fame in battle. Bhima again, hav-r 
ing penetrated into our Makara array which was strong as the 
thunder-bolt, afflicted me with his terrible shafts each resem-** 
bling the rod of Death.* Beholding him excited with wraths 

* The Bombay reading, which I adopt, is visr(X<oal in the beginning 
of the 2ni line. The Bengal reading is vigramvdt^ *Trom 

motives oj affectionate enquiry.^* It may also mean “from coufidhace,** 
though not in this connection. — T. 

' -'f Tha last word of 4 is read ‘ differently in the Bengal texts, w,' 
Baihaughda instead of, as in the Bombay ed^ion, - 
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0 king, *I was depriTed of my acnsecr. Evan now I camiot 
regain my ]^ace of mind. Through thy grace, O thou that 
art firm in trujth, I desire to obtain victory and slay Ibe sons of 
Pfindu!* — Thus addresssed by him, the high-souled son of 
Gangk, tKat foremost of all ivielders of weapons, endued with 
great mental energy, understanding that Diiryodhana was 
poe^ssed by grief, replied unto him, laughing the while 
though « cheerless, saying,*^ — Penetrating into (their) army 
with the utmost exertions and with my whole soul, O prince, 

1 wish to give thee victory and joy. For thy sake I do not 
at all dissemble.* They that have become the allies of the 
Pindavas in this battle arc fierce and numerous. Mighty 
car-warriors of great renown, they are exceedingly brave and 
accomplished in arms.' Incapable of being fatigued, they 
vomit forth theh* wrath.’ Cherishing feelings of animosity 
towards thee, and sxvolling with prowess, they are not capable 
of being defeated easily. ^ I will, however, O king, contend 
against those heroes with my whole soul and throwing away 
my Very life.*® For thy sake, in battle, O thou of great glory, 
my life itself tshall today be recklessly exposed ! For thy 
sake I*would consume all the worlds with the celestials and 
{he Daityaa, let alone thy foes here !“ T *will, O king, fight 
with those Pandavas, and do all that is i^greeable to thee 
Hearing these words, Duryodhana became inspired wit]? great 
^cobfidence and his heart was filled with delight.^* And cheer* 
fully Ke ordered all the troops, and all the kings, (in his army), 
sayiwg, — Advmxce. — And at that command, O king, his army 
consisting of cars, steeds, foot-soldiers, and elephants, began 
to advance.’* And that large force, O king, armed with 
diverse kinds of weapons, was exceedingly cheerful. And that 
army of thine, O monarch, consising of elephants, steeds, and 
loot-soldiers, on the field of battle, looked exceedingly beauti- 
ful.*® And huge tuskers, stationed in large bodies, and akill- 

■ ■ ■■ . 1 . 
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^ ^ nominative singular of Vimawu refers to OangdautOM, 

tChe Btirdwac(J^iimd wrongly traj^slate it **with mind unufoved.** t 
am not any other reading, the word oeourring in all texti 
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faly urged, looked resplendent ou the field all around. And 
many royal combatants accomplished in diversft weapona 
Were seen in the midst of thy tl*oop8.** And the dust, red aa 
the morning sun, raised by those cars and foot-soldiers and 
elephants and steeds in large bodies as they were duly moved 
Over the field, looked beautiful, shrouding the rays of the sun,** 
And the many-colored banners stationed on cars and elephants, 
Waving in the air and moving along the welkin, looked^beauti- 
ful like flashes of lightning amid the clouds.*^ And* loud and 
fierce was the uproar made by the twang of the bows stretched 
by the kings, resembling the roar of the ocean while churned 
in the Krita age by the gods and the great Asuras.^* And 
that army of. thy sons, looking so proud, consisting of (com- 
batants of) diverse hues and shapes, shouting so fiercely, and 
capable of slaying hostile warriors, then k>oked like those 
masses of clouds that appear at the end oY the Y%iga.* ”*** 


Section LXXXII. 

'"Sanjaya said, — ‘O chief of the Bharatas, Ganga’s son, once 
more addressing thy son who was plunged in thought, told him 
these delightful ^fds — Myself and Drona and Calya and 
Kritavarman of Satjvata’s race, and A^watthaman and Vikama 
and ^hagadatta and Suvala's son,* and Yinda and Anuvinda 
of Avanti, and Valhlka with the Valhika8,-f- and the mighty 
king of the Trigartas and the invincible ruler of the^ Maga-^ 
dhas,* Vrihadvala th^ king of the Koijalas, ,and^ Chit^rasena 
land Viving9ati, and many thousands^ of car- warriors graced 
with tall standards,* a large number of country-born steeds 
well-mounted with excellent horse-soldiers, and many irfFuriate 


* Ths last verse is read variously. Both the Bombay and the Ben* 
gal texts have faults of their own, The first word is ttgraf^adam 
(Bengal) and not ugrandgam (Bombay). Then Vahuvamarupam (Bomb) 
is correct) and not V ahvi,varncLrut<iw, (Bengal). The last^ word of *the 
first line is Sctmudimamevam (Bombay), and not Samudirnavamam 
(BengA).— T. 

* ^ f Differently read in the Bengal texts, viz, **Soniadatta with 'the 

Sain^arM,”— X. 
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elephants of iarg;o size with temporal juice issuing from the^ 
mouths and cheeks,* and many brave foot^ldiers armed with 
diverse weapons and born iu diverse realms, are all prepared to 
do battle for thy sake.** These, and many others, ready for 
thy sake fo lay down their lives, are, as I think^ competent Imi 
vanquish the very gods in battle.^ I should, however, always 
tell thee, O king, what is for thy good. The Pandavas are 
incapable of being vanquished by the very gods with V&sava.* 
They havb YSsudeva for their ally anc} are equal to Mahendra 
himself in prowess. As regards myself, I shall, however, always 
do thy bidding.* Either 1 shall vanquish the Pandavas in battle, 
or they will vanquish me * — Having said these words, the grand^ 
sire gave him an excellent herb of great efficacy for healing 
his wounds. And therewith thy son was cured of his wounds. 
Then at dawn wl^n the sky was clear, the valiant Bhish- 
ma, that foremost of •men, well- versed in all kinds of array, 
himself disposed his troops in that array called MandaUt brist- 
Ikig with weapons.*®"^ • Ahd it abounded with foremost of 
"''Warriors and with tuskers and foot-soldiers. And it was sur- 
rounded on all sides with many thousands of cars,** and with 
large l)odies of horsemen armed with swords and lances. 
Near unto every elephant were placed se^/r.n cars, and near 
unto every car were placed seven horsemen.** And behind 
every horseman were placed seven bowmen, and behind every 
bowman we/'e seven combatants with shields. And thus, 
O kiDg,c thy army, arrayed by mighty car-warriors,** stood for 
fierce ];>attl^ protected by Bhishma. And ten thousand horse, 
and as many elephants,*^ and ten thousand cars, and thy sons 
' all eqiiipt in mail, viz, the heroic Chitrasena and others, 
proteefSd the grandsire.*^ And it was seen that Bbishma w|i|^ 
protected by those brave, warriors, and those princes them- 
selves of great starength, accoutred in mail, were (in their 
turn) protected by him.** And Duryodhana, accoutred in 
mail and upon his car on the field, and possessed of evepy 
grs^e, lool^6d ^resplendent like Cakra himself in heaven.** 

t' 

* Tbs Bengal reading RathOs in the first lins ol 6 ie a mistake. It 
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Then, O Bh&rata, loud were the shouts uttered by thy sons 
and defeaning the clatter of cars and the uproar of musical 
instruments.*" That mighty and impenetrable array of those 
slayers of foes, viz, the Dhartar&shtras (in the form called) 
Mandala, (thus) arrayed by Bhishma, began tcf* prdceed, 
fiicing the west,*^ Incapable of being defeated by enemies, 
it looked beautiful in every point. Beholding then the axray 
called Mandala that was exceedingly fierce,** king ^dhish- 
thlra himself disposed his troops in the array called Vajra. 
And when the divisions were thus arrayed, car-warriors and 
horsemen, stationed in their proper places, uttered leonine 
shouts. Accompanied by their (respective) forces, the brave 
warriors of both armies, well versed in smiting, and longing 
for battle, proceeded, desirous of breaking each other’s array. 
And Bbaradwaja’s son proceeded against •the king of the 
Matsyas, and his son (A^watthaman) against Cikhandin.**^* 
And king Duryodhana himself ri^shed^ against the son of 
Prishata. And Nakula and Sahadeva went forth against tlie 
king of the Madras.** And Vinda and Anuvinda of AvSnxi 
proceeded against Ira vat. And many kings together battled 
with Dhananjaya.*^ And Bhimasena, exerting himself well, 
opposed the son of^firidika in battle. And possessed of grecTt 
prowess, (Abhimanyp) the son of Arjuna, fought in battle, 
O kin^, against thy sons Chitrasena and Vikarna, and Dur- 
marshana. And Hidimva’s son, that prince of th» Rdkhasas, 
rushed against that mighty bowman, the ruler of the Pragyo- 
tishas, like one infuriaj^e elephant against another.^ And the 
MBkshaaa Alamvusha, O king, excitid with wratl^^rushed 
pn battle against the invincible Satyaki in the midst of his 
followers. And Bhuriyravas, exerting himself greatly, fought 
against Dhristaketu.**"** And Yudhishthira the son of Bharma, 
proceeded against king Crutayush. And Chekitana in that 
battle fought against Kripa.®* And others (among the Kuru 
warriors)^ exerting themselves powerfully, proceeded agaiijst 
that mighty car-warrior Bhima. And thousands# of (other) 
kings furrounded Dhananjay^** with darts, lances, arrows, 
maces^ and spiked clubs in their hands. ‘ Then Arjuna, ex- 
cited with great wrath, addressing^ him of Vrishni’s race. 
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said/^— Behold^ O Madhava^ the DhirtarRahtra troops io 
battle, arrayed by the high-souled son of QangR, acquainted 
with every kind of array j^ehold, O* MadhavS, those brave 
warriors, countless in number, and desirous of battle (with 
me) ! Behold, O Ke<;ava, the ruler of the Trigartas with hk 
brothers !••• This very day I shall slay them all, O Janhrd* 
dana, before thy eyes, — them, that is, O foremost of the Yadus, 
who, longing for battle (with me), are on the field I*' — Hav? 
ing said those words, the son of Kunti, rubbing his bow« 
string, showered bis arrows on that multitude of kings.** And 
those great bowmen also, poured on him thick showers of 
arrows, like clouds that fill a lake with torrents of rain in 
the rainy season.** And loud shouts were heard in thy army, 
O monarch, when in that great battle the two Krishnas were 
seen covered with thick showers of arrows,^® And the godA, 
the celestial Rinhis, and the Gandharvas with the Uraga^^ 
beholding the two l^rishi^as in that state, were filled with 
great wonder,^* Then Arjuna, O king, excited with wrath, 
lacked the Aimlra weapon. And then the prowess we be- 
held of Vijaya neemed to be highly wonderful** iusomuch that 
those showers of weapons shot by his foes were checked by his 
myriads of arrows. And there among those**thou sands of kings 
and steeds apd elephants, 'was none, O «kiDg, that was not 
wounded. And others, O sire, the son of Prithk pierced, each 
jviih two or three arrows.**"** And while being thus struck 
by FRi\ha, they sought the protection of Bhishma the son of 
Cantanu. • And Bhishma then became, the rescuer of those 
warriojre who were likennen sinking in the fathomless deep,** 
And in consequence of those warriors thus flying away and 
mixing with thy troops, thy broken ranks, O king, were agi^ 
tated like the vasty deep with a tempest.’ ”*• 


c 

* Ths last of the. first line of 36 U amifdn in the Bengal text«r 
The J^Jbbay reading ia Fumifdii. I prefer the Bengal reading.-*T. 
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*'Sanjaya said, —‘And when the battle was •thus ragincf, 
and after Sucyarman had ceased fighting, and the (other) heroic 
warriors (of the Kuru army) had been routed by tile high- 
souled son of Pandu,* after, indeed, thy army, resembling 
the very ocean, had become quickly agitated and the son. of 
Ganga had speedily proceeded against the car of^Yijaya,® 
king Duryodhana, beholding the prowess of Pirtha in battle, 
quickly proceeded towards those kings, and addressing them* 
as also the heroic and mighty Su9arman stationed in their 
van, said in their midst these words, gladdening them all — 
This Bnishma the son of Cantanu, this foremost one among 
the Kurus, reckless of his very life, is desirous of fighting 
with his whole soul against Dhananjaya 1 * * Exerting your 
best, ye all, united together, and accompanied by your troops, 
protect in battle the grandsire of Bl^prata’^ race, who is pro-^ 
G&eding against the hostile army !* — Saying — Ves — all those 
divisions belonging to those kings, O monarch, proceeded, 
following the grandsire.* Then the mighty Bhisbma the son of 
Cantanu, (thus rushing to battle), speedily came upon AVjuna 
of Bharata's race \^o* also had been coming towards him,* on 
bis exceedingly resplepdent and large car unto jirhich were 
yoked steeds and upon which was set up his standard bear 

ing the fierce ape, and whose rattle resembled the cfeep roll • 
the clouds/ And thy entire army, beholding the diadem- 
decked Dhananjaya thus, coming to battle, uttered, from fear, 
many loud exclamations/* And beholding Krishna, res^ in 
band, and looking like the mid-day sun in splendour, .thy 
troops could not gase at him." And so also the Panda vas were - 
incapable of looking at Cantanu’s son Bhishma of white steeds 
and white bow and resembling the planet ^ukra risen in the 
firmament/* And the latter was surrounded on all sides by 
the high-souled warriors of the Trigaytas headed ^by their- 
king with liis brothers and sons, and by many olber* mighty 
car-warriers/* 

“‘Meanwhile, Bharadwaja’s son pierced with his winged 
arrows tlTe king of the Matsyas in battle. And in that com- 
[ 38 ] 
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bat Fie ciit«ofr the latter’s standard with one shaft, and his 
bow also with another,*^ The^ Virtrta, the commander of a 
large division; leaving aside that bow thus ctrt off, quickly 
took tip another that was strong and capable of bearing a 
great strain/* And he also took np a nnntber of blazing 
arrows that resembled snakes of virulent poison. And he 
pierced Drona in return with three (of these) and his (four) 
steeds ffith four/* And then he [nerced Drona’s standard 
with one arrow, and his charioteer With five. And he also 
pierced Drona’s bow with one arrow, and (at al) this) that 
bull among Brahmanas became highly angry/* Then Drona 
slew Virkta’s steeds with ei^ht straight shafts, and then his 
charioteer, O chief of the Bharatas, with one shaft/* His 
charioteer having been slain, Virata jumped down from his 
car whose steecfs also had been killed. And then that 
foremost of car-warriors speedily mounted upon the car of 
/his son) Cankha/* .Thei:^ sire and son, staying on the same 
began with great might to resist the son of Bharadwaja 
with a thick shower of arrows.** Then the mighty son of 
Bharadwaja/ eiccited with wrath, quickly shot at Cankha, in 
;that encounter, an arrow resembling a snake of virulent 
poison.*' And that arrow, piercing through Cankha s breast 
and drinking bis blood, fell upon the earth, wet and smeared 
with gore.** Struck with that arrow of Bharadwkj;? s son, 
(5ankha speedily fell down from his car, bis bow and arrowa 
loosened from bis grasp in the very presence of his sire.** And 
beholding his'^n slain, Virata Bed from fear, avoiding Drona 
in battVe, who resembled Death’s self with gaping mouth/* 
The«son of Bharadwaja then, without losing a moment, check* 
ed the mighty host of the Pandavas, resisting combatants by 
hundreds and thousands.** 

*‘’*Cikhandin also, O king, getting at Drona’s son in that 
battle, struck the latter between his brows with three swiftly 
Coursing shafts.** And that tiger among men, triz, A^watthil- 
mnr\ pidrccd with those three shafts, looked beautiful like the 
mountain Meru with its three tall golden crests.** *Then, O 
king, Agwatthiman, excited with rage, and within half the time 
tann up by a wink of t||ie eye, overthrew in that battle Cikhau'^ 
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iiitis ohariofceer and standard and steeds and weapens,* covering 
Ahem with myriads of shafts. Then that foremost* of car- war- 
riors, viz,, Cikhandin; that scorcher of foes, jumping down from 
that oar whose steeds had been slain, and taking up a sharp 
and polished •scimitar and a shield, and excited ^ith rage, 
moved on the field with great activity like a hawk.****® And 
while moving with great activity, O king, on the field, sword 
in hand, the son of Drona failed to find an opportunity (for 
striking him). And all*this seemed highly wonderful.*^ And 
then, O bull of Bharata’s race, the highly wrathful son of Drona 
sent after Cikhandiu in that battle many thousands of shafts.** 
But Cikhankin, that foremost of mighty men, with his sharp 
sword cut that fierce shower of arrows coming towards him.** 
Then the son of Drona cut into pieces that resplendent and 
beautiful shield decked with a hundred msons and then that 
sword also of Cikhandin,** And he pierced the latter’s person 
also, O king, with a large number, of winged arrows. Then 
Cikhandin, whirling the fragment (in his hand) of that sword 
of his which had been cut off by AgwatthAman with bisariws, 
and which resembled a blazing snake, quickly hurled it at him. 
The son of Drona, however, displaying in that battle the light- 
ness of his arms, cut off that (broken blade) coming impetuously 
towards him and reaembling in splendour the firc^that blazeth 
fbrthmt the end of the Yioga. And he pierced Cikhandin him- 
self with innumerable arrows made of iron.**"” Then CikMIin^ 
din, O king, exceedingly afflicted with those whetted "arrows, 
speedily mounted on •the car of (Satyaki) that high-^uled 
scion of Madhu s race.** Then Satyapki, excited vriSh rage, 
pierced in that battle, with his terrible shafts, the cruej Mci- 
kshasa Alamvusha on all sides.** That prince of Md/eshasas 
then, O BhArata, cut off in that combat Satyaki s bow with 
a crescent-shaped arrow and pierced Satyaki also with many 
shafts.** And creating by his Mdkshcisa powers an illusion, 
he covered Satyaki with showers of arrows. But wonderful was 
the prowess that we then beheld of the grandson of Cini,** 
inasmifbh as struck with those »w he tted shafts he betrayed no 
fear. ^On the other hand, O Bharata, that son of Vrishni'a 
race applied (with mantras) the Ahidra weapon,** which 
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that iHustrious hero of Madhu’s race had obtained from 
Vijaya.* That weapon, consuming into ashes that Demonaie 
illusion,^* covered Alamvusha all over with terrible shafts 
like a mass of clouds covering the mountain-breast with 
torrents <fi rain in the rainy season.^^ Therenpon*the ItdkahciM, 
thus afflicted by that hero of Madhu’s race, fled away in fear, 
avoiding Sktyaki in battle.^* Then the grandson of Cini, 
having <*aanqui8hed that prince of Rdkahasas who was in- 
capable of being vanquished by Maghavat himself, uttered 
a loud roar in the very sight of all thy troops.** And Satyaki, 
of prowess incapable of being baffled, then began to slay thy 
troops with innumerable sharp shafts whereupon the latter 
fled away in fear.*^ 

“ ^Meanwhile, O monarch, Dhrishtadyumna the mighty 
son of Drupada, Covered thy royal son in battle with innumer- 
able straight shafts. While, however, O Bharata, Dhrishta- 
d^umna was thus shrouding him with his shafts, thy royal 
-^on was neither agitated nor struck with fear. On the other 
hand, he speedily pierced Dhrishtadyumna in that battle 
(first) with sixty and (then) with thirty shafts. And all this 
seemed highly wonderful. Then the commander of the Pin- 
dava army, O Bhirata, excited with wrath, cut off his bow.****^ 
And that mighty car-warrior then slew in that combat the four 
steeds of thy son, and also pierced him with seven shafts t>f the 
keenest pofnts.** Thereupon (thy son), that mighty-armed 
warrior endued with great strength, jumping down from that 
car whose &toedk had been slain, ran on*foot, with an npraised 
sabre, «4}bwards the sdn of Prishata.** Then the mighty 
Cakuni, devoted to the king, quickly coming to that spot, 
caused thy royal son to mount on his own car in the very sight 
of all.** Then that slayer of foes, the son of Prishata, having 
vanquished the king, began to slaughter thy troops like the 
wielder of the thunder-bolt slaughtering the Astti-os.” 

• *Krita; 7 arman, in that battle, covered with his arrows 
that mighf^^ car- warrior Bhima. Indeed, ho ovet*whelmod the 

* {4Shiiyaki was Arjuna’a dUciple in arms. Vijsya was another name 

of Avlluia. — T. 
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latter entirely, like a mighty mass of clou<ls shrouding the 
sun.” Then that chastiser of foes, viz,, Bhimasena, excited 
with wrath, and laughing the while, sped some shafts at Krita« 
varman.*’ Struck therewith, that Atiratka of the Satwata 
race, exe6lling*all in might, trembled not, O kin^ but (in- 
stead) pierced Bhima (in return) with many sharp arrows.** 
Then the mighty Bhimasena, slaying the four steeds of 
varman, felled the latter*s charioteer, and then his J>eautiful 
Standard,** And that flayer of hostile heroes, (viz,, Bhima) 
then pierced Krita varman himself with many shafts of diverse 
kinds. And Krita varman, pierced all over, seemed to be 
excessively mangled in every limb.** Then from that car 
whose steeds had been slain, Kritavarman quickly went to 
the car of Vrishaka, in the very sight, O king, of both Calya 
and thy son.** And Bhimasena, excited v^tb rage, began to 
afflict thy troops. Goaded to fury, he began to slay them, 
like the destroyer himself armed with hip club.* **** 

Section LXXXIV. 

• 

•‘DhritarS-shtra said,— ‘Many and wonderful, O Sanjaya, 
were the single combats I hear thee speak of between the 
PUndavas and my# warriors.* Thou speakest jiot, however, 
O Sanjaya, of any one of my side having been cheerful (on 
such occasions). Thou always speakest of the sons of PSmdji 
as cheerful and never routed.* O Suta, thou spdkkest of 
mine as cheerless, deprived of energy, and •constantly van- 
quished in battle 1 All this, without doubt, is Destwjv i'* 

^'Sanjaya said,— *Thy men, O bull of Bharata's race, exert 
themselves according to the measure of their might and cour- 
age, and display their valour to the utmost extent of their 
strength.* As contact with the properties of the ocean make 
the sweet waters of the celestial stream Qanga brackish,* so 
the valour, O king, of the illustrious warriors of thy army 
coming* in contact with the heroic sons of P&n^ in battle, 
becoiifeth futile,* Exerting^ themselves according for their 
might, and achieving the most difficult feats, thou shouldst 
not, O chief of the Kurus, find fault with thy troops O 
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mouarcYf, this great and awful destruction of the world, swell<* 
ing the (population of the) domains of Tama, hath arisen 
from thy raiscpnduct and thy son’s !* It behoveth thee not^ 
O king, to grieve for what hath arisen from thy own faulk 
Kinqs do«not always in this world protect their* lives.* These 
rulers ' of Earth, desirous of winning by battle the regions 
of the righteous, daily fight, penetrating into (hostile) divi^ 
sions, vdjth heaven only for their aim.** 

" *On thq forenoon of that day, O king, great was the 
carnage that ensued. Resembling what occurred in the battle 
between the gods and the Aauras (of old), listen to it, O 
monarch, with undivided attention.** The two princes of 
Avanti, those great bowmen endued with exceeding might, 
those excellent warriors fierce in battle, beholding Irivat, 
advanced against him.** The battle that took place between 
them was fierce, making the hair to stand on end. Then Ira- 
vat, excited with rage, quickly pierced those two brothers of 
celestial forms with many sharp and straight shafts. Those 
twTJ^ however, conversant with all modes of warfare, pierced 
him in return p* t,hat battle.***** Sniggling their best to 
slaughter the foe, and desirous of counteracting each other’s 
feUts, no distinction, O king, could be observed between them 
as they foughf.** Iraval then, O monarci^ with four shafts, 
despatched tfie four steeds of Anuvinda to the abodes of 
Yana.** And with a couple of sharp, broad-headed shafts, 
<3 sire, be cut off the bow and standard also of Anuvinda, 
And tjbis ,0 king, seemed highly wonderful.** Then 
Anuvind^ leaving his o^vn car, mounted on the car of Vinda. 
Taking up an excellent and strong bow capable of bemring 
a greaf strain,** Anuvinda, as also bis brother Yinda, those 
foremost of car- warriors hailing from Avaati, both stationed 
on the same car, quickly shot many shafts at ^the bigh^ 
souled Iravat.** Shot by them, those shafts of great impetu- 
osity, decked with gold, while coursing through the lur, 
covered tbe^Welkin,**® Then Iravat, excited with rage, show* 

* * ^ 

— ■ ■■■' ■■ ' ' ' I M 

♦ Divitkarem prdpya^ lit, ^'reaching the path of the sun”, L er, while 
cours the sky” — T 
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ered oa those mighty car^warriors, those two toothers (of 
AvaatiX his arrowy down-pours, and felled their dharioteer.*^ 
Waen the charioteer^ deprived of life, fell down on the 
ground, the horses, no longer restrained, ran away with the 
oar»** Haviog.vanquished those two warriors, that (laughter’s 
son of the king of the N agas, displaying bis prowess, then 
began to consume with great activit}* thy ranks.** Then that 
mighty Dhartarashta host, while thus slaughtered in^ battle, 
began to reel in many directions like a person who Iftith drunk 
poison.** 

‘That prince of SdJcahasaa, the mighty son of Hidimva, 
on his car of solar effulgence furnished with a standard, 
rushed against Bhagadatta.** The ruler of the Pragyotishas 
was stationed on his prince of elephants like the wielder of 
the thunder-bolt in days of old in the battle^occasioned by the 
ravishment of Taraka.** The gods, the Gandharvas, and the 
JRishis had all come there. They could not, however, notice 
any distinction between Hidimva’s son aud Bhagadattiif?*^ 
As the chief of the celestials, excited with wrath, had insp^ed 
the Ddnavas with fear, so did Bhagadatta, O king, frighten 
the Pandava warriors.** And the warriors of the Pandava 
army, frightenedlby him on all sides, failed, O Bharata, 
find among their ranks any protector.** Wc beheld, however, 

O j^Arata, the son of Bhimaseua there, on liis car. The 
Other mighty car- warriors fled away with cheerless heajgts®® 
When, however, O Bharata, the troops of the Pandavas rallied, 
in the battle that then ensued an awful uproar ^rose^moug 
thy troops.*^ Theu Ghatotkacha, O^king, iu thaj^ dreadful 
battle, covered Bhagadatta with his arrows like the clouds • 
pouring rain on the breast of Meru.** Baffling all those ^arrows 
ahot from the Itdkaahasas bow, the king quickly struck the 
son of Bhimasena in all his vital limbs.** That prince of the 
RakshasaSt however, though struck with innumerable straight 
shafts, wavered not at all (but stood still) like a mountain 
pierced twith shafts).** Then the ruler of the Pragyotishas, 
excited with wrath, hurled in that combat fourteen ' lances, 
all of which, however, were cut off by the' iJa/js/iastt.** Cut- 
ting off by means of his sharp shafts those lances, the mighty- 
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farmed R^Iiaea pierced Bhagadstto with seventy sbaftSi eadi 
resembling* the thunder*bolt in force.** Then the ruler of the 
Pr&gyotishas. laughing the while» O Bbhrata» despatched hi 
that combat the four steeds of the Mdkahasa to DeathVi 
domain,*^^ The prince of the Rdkshdaaa^ however, of great 
valor, staying on that car whose steeds had been slain, hurled 
with great force. a dart at the elephant of the ruler of the 
Pra];yotisha8.**^ King Bhagadatta then cut off that swift 
dart furiusbed with a staff of gold and coursing impetuously 
towards him, into three fragments, and thereupon it fell down 
on the ground.*’ Beholding his dart cut off, the son of Hi- 
dimva fled from fear like Namuchi, that foremost of the 
Daityas, in days of old, from battle with Indra.^* Having 
vanquished in ba tile that hero of great valor and renowned 
prowess, who, O ^king, cannot be vanquished in battle by 
Yama himself or Yaruna,^‘ hiug Bhagadatta with his elephant 
began to crush down the troops of the Panda vas like a wild 
elephant, O king, crushing* as he treads, the lotus-stalks (in 
» lake).** 

*''The ruler of the Madras engaged in battle with his 
sisters ^ns the twins. And he overwhelmed those sons of 
Pfndu wiih clouds of arrows.** Then Sabadeva, beholding 
his maternal uncle engaged in battle (with him), covered him 
with arrows *like the clouds covering tte maker of day.** 
Covered with those clouds of arrows, the ruler of the Madras 
wore a Relighted expression, and the twins also felt great 
delight for the sake of their mother.**.* Then Calya, that 
mighty car-warrior, smiting effcctlvey in {hat battle, despatched 
with fou / excellent shafts, O king, the four steeds of Nakula 
to the^bode of Yama. Nakula then, that mighty car- warrior, 
quickly jumping down from that car 'whose steeds bad been 
slain,****' mounted upon the vehicle of his renowned brother* 
Stationed then on the same car, those two heroes, both fierce 


# The ineavmg seems to be that Calya was pleased in witnessing the 
skill of his sister’s sons, while the twins themselves were pleased^ in dis- 
playing that skill before one who waf related to them through their 
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in battle, aad both excited with rage, began to shroud the 
car of the ruler of Madras, (with their arrows), drawing their 
bows with great strength. But that tiger among njen, though 
thus covered by his sister’s sons with inuumerable straight 
arrows, shook not iu the Inast (but * stood immovable) ^ike a 
hill. Iiaughing the while, he smote them (in return) with 
showers of arrows.^*"*® Then Sahadeva of great i^rowess, Q 
Bharata, excited with wrath, took up a (powerful) shafif and 
rushing at the ruler of the Madras, shot it at him.*'^ That 
shaft endued with the impetuosity of Qadura himself, shot 
by him, pierced the ruler of the Madras through, and fell on 
the earth.** Thereupon that mighty car-warrior, deeply pierc- 
ed and greatly pained, sat down, O king, on the terrace of his 
car, and went into a swoon.** Beholding him (thus) afflicted 
by the twins, deprived of consciousness, and prostrated (on 
his car), his charioteer bore him away on his vehicle over the 
field.** Seeing the car of the ruler the ^Madras Yetreating 
(from battle), the Dhartarashtras all became cheerless and 
thought it was all over with him.-f-** Then those mighty 
car- warriors, viz,^ the two sons of Madri, having vanquished 
iu battle their maternal uncle, cheerfully blew their cobchs 
and uttered leonin^Voars.** And then they rushed joyfully, 
O king,, towards thy farces like the gods Indra anc} Upendra, 
O monarch, towards the Daitya host.’ ”*^ 


Section LXXXV. 

• 

**Sanjaya said, — ‘Then when the sun attained the meridian, 
king Yudhishthira, beholding Crutayush, urged on «hia 
steeds.^ And the king rushed at Crutayush, that chastiser 
of foes, striking him with nine straight shafts of keen points.* 
That g^eat bowman, viz., king Crutayusha then, checking in 
that battle those arrows shot by the son of Pandu, struck 

* The Burdwan Pandits render this verse by carelessiy^Mikaig 

• * 

vdn as ai# adjective of garam. It gualifies Sahadeva. The reading 
Viryavai occurs in no text. — T. 

t bit. “This one no longer is** “alive.” — 
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Tudhilhthira with seven shafts.* These, penetrating through 
his armour, drank his blood in that battle, as if sucking 
the very vital energies dwelling in the body of that high* 
souled one.** The son of Pandu then, though deeply pierced 
by that*bigh-souled king, pierced kin^ Crutayush (in return), 
at the latter’s heart, with an arrow shaped as the boar’s ear.* 
Ajid that foremost of car-warriors, viz,, the son of Prithi, with 
another^ broad-headed arrow, quickly felled on the earth 
the standard of the high-souled Orutayush from his car.* 
Beholding his standard overthrown, king Crutayush then, O 
monarch, pierced the son of Pandu with seven sharp shafts.* 
Tnereupon Yudhishthira the son of Dharma blazed up with 
wrath, like the fire that blazeth forth at the end of the Tuga 
for consuming creatures.* Beholding the son of Pandu ex* 
cited with rage,» the gods, the Gandharvus, and the jRdksha’- 
SOS, trembled, O king, and the universe became agitated.* 
And even this the , thought that arose in minds of all 

creatures, viz., that king, excited, unth rage, will today 
consu^ae the three -rorliU — Indeed, when the son of Pandu 
was thus excited with wrath, the Riskis and the celestials 
^ prayed for the peace of the world. Frilled with wrath and 
frequently licking the corners of his mouth, Yudhishthira 
assumed a terrible expression looking like the sun that riseth 
at the end of the Yuga.^^ Then all thy warriors, O king, be* 
^me hopeless of their lives, O Bharatal** Checking, how- 
ever, that wrath with patience, that great bowman endued 
with high renown then cut off Crutayjish s bow at the grasp.** 
And then, in the ver*y sight of all the troops, the king in that 
battle pierced Crutayush whose bow bad been cut off, with 
a long arrow in the centre of the chest.'* And the mighty 
Yudhishthira then, O king, speedily slew with his arrows the 
steeds of Cruti^yush and then, without losing a moment, his 
charioteer.** Beholding the prowess of the king, Crutayush 
'leaving Uiat car whose steeds had been slain, qpickly fled 
away firdhx*battle.** After that great bowman had been van- 

! ' 

The ongtnal U Vichinvantdi (a participial) meaaing ♦‘plucking*’ as 

fjlwera^T 
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qubhed ia combat by the son of Dharma, all the trdbps of 
Duryodhana, O king, turned their faces.** Having,* O mon- 
areh, achieved this feat, Yudhishthira the so]\ of Dharma 
began to slay thy troops like Death himself with wide-open 
mouth.** 

“ 'Cbekitana of the Vrishni race, in the very sight of all 
the troops, covered with his shafts Gautama, that foremost ^of 
car- warriors.*® Baffling all those arrows, Kripa the .son of 
Caradwat pierced Chekitana in return, who was fighting’ with 
great care, O king, with arrows in that battle.** Then, O 
Bharata, with another broad-headed arrow he cut off Cbeki- 
tana’s bow, and endued with great lightness of hand, he 
also felled with another broad-headed arrow the formers 
charioteer.** Kripa then, O monarch, slew Chekitana s steeds, 
as also both the warriors that protected the* latter’s wings. 
Then Chekitana of the Satwata race, quickly jumping down 
from his car, took up a mace.** The/oremost of all wieldera 
of the mace, Chekitana, w’ith that hero-slaying mace of his, 
slew the steeds of Gautama and then felled his charioteer.** 
Then Gautama, standing on the ground, shot siateen arrows at 
Chekitana. Those arrows, piercing through that he^o of 
the Satwata race, ^entered the earth.®* Thereat, Chekitana, 
excited with rage, oace more hurled his macc, ^desirous of 
slaying^Gautama, like Purandara desirous of slaying Vritra.** 
Then Gautama with many thousands of arrows chdhked that 
huge mace, endued wdth the strength of adamant, tha^ was 
coursing tow.xrds him.*^ . Then Chekitana, O Bharaita, draw- 
ing his sabre from the sheath, rushed with great speed to- 
wards Gautama.** Thereupon Gautama also, throwing a^pray 
bis bow, and taking up a polished sabre, rushed with great 
speed towards CbokitADa.** Both of them possessed of great 
strength, and both armed with excellent sabres, they began 
to strike each other with those sharp-edged weapons of theirs.*® 
Then thos^ bulls among men, struck with the forcQ of each* 
other’s sabres, fell down on the earth, that (comintfS) ^elotgent 
of all creatures.** Exhausted by the efforts the}^ had made, the 
limbs of^ both were motionless in a swoon. Then Karakarsha, 
impelled by friendship, quickly rushed^ to that spot.** And 
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that iifvincible warrior^ beholding ChekitEna in ^at plight^ 
took him up on his car in the very sight of all the troops.** 
And so also ]*he brave Cakuni, thy brother-in-law» O monarch, 
speedily caused Gautama, that foremost of car-warriors, to 
mount ©n his car.*^ 

“ ‘The mighty Dhrishtaketu, excited with wrath, speedily 
pjerced the son of Somadatta, O king, with ninety shafts in the 
chest.!? ^ And the son of Somadatta looked highly resplen- 
dent'with those shafts on his chest., like the sun, O king, 
with his rays at midday.®* 6ht]ri(;ravas, however, in that 
battle, with his excellent shafts, deprived Dhristaketu, that 
mighty car- warrior, of his car, slaying bis charioteer and 
steeds.®’ And beholding him deprived of his car, and his steeds 
and charioteer slain, Bhuri^ravas covered Dhrishtaketu in 
that combat wRh thick shower of arrows. •• The high- souled 
Dhrishtaketu then, O sire, abandoning that car of his, mount- 
ed upon the vehicle of Gatanika.** Chitrasena, and Vikarna, 
O king, and also Durmarshana, — these car-warriors cased in 
golden mail, — all rushed against the son of SubhadrE.** 
Then a fierce «bat tie took place between Abhimanyu and those 
warriors, like the battle of the body, O kij^i with wind, bile, 
and phlegm.*** That tiger among men, however, (viz.^ Abhi- 
manyu), having, O king, deprived thy eons of their cars, slew 
them not, remembering Bhima’s words.-f-** Then, during the 
^progress of the fight, Kunti’s son (Aijuna), of white steeds, 
beholding Bhishm a, who was* incapable of being vanquished 
by very^ods* proceeding to rescue thy sons in view of Abhi- 
manyu — a boy and* alone though a mighty car*warrior,— 
addressed Vasudeva and said these words : — TTrge the steeds, 
O HrishikeQa, to that spot where are those numerous car- 
warriors !*®“** They are many in number, brave, accomplished 
in arms, and invincible in battle ! Guide the horses so, O 

* These, in Hindu physiology, are the three humours of the body 
*• #■ 
always co*it#m^ing for mastery over the vital forces. — T. 

' f Bhima had vowed to slay a]\the sons of DhritafAshtra^ therefore, 
Abhimaayu liked not to falsify bis uncle’s vow by himself slaying any 
of tb«mw--T. 




mmA Paata.] 


PAitVA. 


309 


M&dhava, that the foe may not be able to slay our troops !*• — 
Thus urged by Kunti's son^ of immeasurable enfergy, he of 
Yrishni’s race then drove that GB.r^ unto which were yoked white 
steeds, to battle.^^ When Arjuna, excited with rage, thus 
proceeded towards thy Army, a lofid uproar, O sire, arose among 
thy troops.*** The son of Kunti then, having come up to 
those kings that were protecting Bhishma, (first) addressed 
Su^arman, O king, and said these words:*® — I know,, thee to 
be foremost in battle, and a dire enemy (of ours) of old. Behold 
today the terrible fruit of that evih behaviour (of thine) 

I will today cause thee to visit the manes of thy ancestors ! — 
That leader of car- divisions, Su^arman, however, hearing these 
harsh words uttered by that slayer of foes, viz., Vibhatsu, 
told him nothing (in reply), well or ill.**“** (But) approaching 
the heroic Arjuna, with a large number of hings in his train, 
and surrounding him in that battle, he covered him, aided by 
thy sons, O sinless one, with arrowy from all sides, viz,, front, 
rear, and flanks, like the clouds covering the maker of day.*^* 
Then, O Bhirata, a dreadful battle took place between thy 
army and the Pandavas, in which blood ran like water’ 


Section LXXXVL 

‘‘Sanjaya said, -•-‘Then the misihty Dhanqnjaya, struck 
with those shafts and drawing long breaths like a trodden 
snake, cut oflf, with great force, by means of ifis succe&i^e 
shafts, the bows of those mfghty car- warriors.* Cutting off 
in a moment, O king* the bows of those powerful m6narchs 
in that battle, the high-souled Aiyuna, desiring^ to exter- 
minate them, pierced all of them simultaneously w^h his 
shafts.* Struck (thus) by Indra’s son, O king, some of them 
fell down on the field, covered with blood. And some had 
their limbs mangled, and some had their heads struck off. 

* Instead of yat in the beginning of the second line, Yad& would 
be better. None of the printed texts, however, h9>v%^add. — T. 

the first line of 50, the Bengal reading is Satyam, I prefer the 
Bombay reading which is cUyaniam, For, again, parydyasya in the 
begitjning of the second line, the Bombay text reads anayasya which 

is better. — T. 
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And soim perished, ifith bodies m&iigled and coats of mail 
cut through.” And afflicted by the arrows of Partha, many 
of them, falling down on the earth, perished together# Be<* 
holding then those princes slain in battle, the ruler of the 
Trigartas Advanced on his car:” And two and. thirty others 
amongst those car-warriors, they who had been protecting 
the rear of the slain combatants, also fell upon Fartha# 
These all^ surrounding Partha, and drawing their bows of 
loud twanif,” poured on him a thick .shower of arrows like 
the clouds pouring torrents of water on the mountain-breast. 
Then Dhanaojaya, afflicted with that arrowy down-pour in 
that battle, became excited with wrath,* and with sixty 
arrows steeped in oil he despatched ail those protectors of the 
rear. Having vanquished in battle those sixty car-warriors, 
the illustrious Dh^manjaya became cheerful of heart.^ And 
having slain also the forces of those kings, Jishnu sped for 
Bhishma*s slaughter. Tiieij^ the ruler of the Trigartas, 
holding his friends, those mighty car- warriors, slain,* speedily 
advanced upon Partha, with a number of (other) kings in his 
van, for slaying hini. Then the Pandava warriors headed by 
Cikhandin, beholding those combatants advancing upon Dhan- 
anjaya that foremost of all conversant with' ^ms,* proceeded, 
with whetted weapons in band, desirous of 4>rotecting the car 
of Arjuna. Partha also, beholding those brave men advance to* 
war£s him with the ruler of the Trigartas,** mangled them in 
battle wfih arrows shot from Gd'ivdiva. Then that distinguish* 
ed bowman, •.deskous of approaching Bbiehma, beheld Duryo- 
dhana and other kings •headed by the ruler of the Sindhus.** 

' Fightigg with great energy for a moment and checking those 
warriors that were desirous of protecting Bhishnsa, the heroic 
Aijuiia of great valor and infinite prowess, avoiding Duryo- 
dhana and Jayi^ratha and others,^* — that warrior of mighty 
strength and great mental vigor, — ^at last proceeded, bow and 
arrow in ha^d, towards the son of Qanga in battlf. The 
high-souled^Yddbishthira also, of fierce prowess and infinite 
renown, avoiding in battle the rujer of the Madras .whb had 
been assigned to his share, quickly proceeded^ with excited 
wn^yand accompanied by Bhima and the sons of Madrif 
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k>wards Bhishma the son of Cantanu for battle.^’**^ *ConFer- 
sant with all modes of warfare, the high-sonled son of Gangs 
and C&ntanu, though* attacked in battle by all the sons of 
Ptndu united together, wavered not at all.^* Of fierce might 
and great energy, kiiTg Jayadratha of sure aim, sd^'ancing 
in battle, forcibly cut off with his own excellent bow, the 
bows of all those mighty car-warriors/* And the illustrious 
Duryodhana also, with excited wrath and having wath for 
his poison, struck Yudhishthira and Bhimasena and the twins 
and Partha, with arrows resembling flames of fire.^^ Pierced 
with arrows by Kripa and Cala and Chitrasena, O lord, the 
P&ndavas, inflamed with rage, resembled the gods pierced 
with arrows by the united Daily aa (in days of old).^* King 
Yudhishthira then, beholding Cikhandin flying away, having 
had his weapon cut off by Cantanu’s son, became filled with 
anger. The high-souled Ajata 9 atru, angrily addressing Cikhan- 
din in that battle, said these word^:^* — 'Thou saidst at that 
time, in the presence of thy sire, unto me, — Even I ahaU 
sla/y Bhiahma of high vowa with my ahafta of the hue of 
the effulgent aun. Truly do I aay thia ! — Even this was thy 
oath !** That oath of thine thou dost not fulfil inasifiuch %a 
thou dost not slay Devavrata in battle ! O hero, be not a 
person of unfufilled vow. Take care of thy virtue, race, and 
famo 1*^ Behold Bhishma of terrible impetuosity scorching all 
my troops with his innumerable arrows of fierce** energy dnej 
destroying everything in a mioment like Death himself!'* 
With thy bow cut off, avoiding the battle, and wanqOished 
by the royal son of Cantanu, whither dost thou go,'" forsaking 
thy kinsmen and brothers ? This doth not become thee !** 
Beholding Bhishma of infinite prowess, and our army routed 
and flying away, thou art assuredly, O son of Drupada, fright- 
ened, since the color of thy face is pale 1*^ Unknown to thee, 
O hero, Dhananjaya hath engaged in the dreadful battle ! 
Celebrate over the whole world, why, O heip, art thou 
afeared today of Bhishma — Hearing these ^ofQa of king 

t 

* The Bombay reading which I adopt is ajnayamdtuis .eha. The 
Bengal reading seems to be incorrect,— T. 
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Yadhishfhira the just that were harsh thouiph frought witir 
sound reasoji, the high-soul ed Cikhandin, regasding them aar 
good counsel, speedily set himself about slaying Bhishma.^** 
And while Cikhandiu was proceeding to battle with great 
impetuosity for falling upon Bhishma, Galya began to resist 
him with terrible weapons that were difficult being baffled.**^ 
The^ son of Drupada, however, O king, of prowess equal 
to that«,of Indra himself, beholding those weapons efful 
gent as ^e fire that blazeth forth - at the hour of uni- 
versal dissolution (thus) displayed, was not confounded la 
the least.** Checking those weapons by means of his own 
shafts, that mighty bowman, viz, Cikhandin, stayed there 
without moving. And theu he took up another weapon, viz*, 
the fierce Vdruna weapon for baffling (those fiery weapons 
of Calya).** Then the celestials staying in the firmament, 
and the kings of the earth also, all beheld Calya’s weapons 
baffled by that Karitna weapon of Cikhandin. Meanwhile, 
the high-souled and heroic Bnishma, O king, in that battle, 
cut off the bow and the variegated standard also of Pan- 
du's son king tYudnishthira of the Ajamida race. There- 
upon basting aside his bow and arrows upon beholding 
Yudhisbthira overwhelmed with fear,*®"** and taking up a 
mace in that j>attle, Bhimasena rushed, onefoot, at Jayadratba. 
Then Jayadratba, with five hundred * terrible arrows of A:een 
points and ebch resembling the rod of Death, pierced Bhima- 
sena from every side who was thus rushing impetuously at him, 
mace in hand. Disregarding those arrowsr the impetuous Yriko- 
dara, with heart filled with rage,**”** slew in that battle all 
the B^eds, born in iratta, of the king of the Sindh us. Then 
beholding Bhimasena on foot, tby son (Cbitraseua) of unri* 
vailed prowess and resembling the chief of the celestials himr 
self, quickly zuabed at him on his car, with upraised weapons^ 
for giving him his quietus. Bbima also, roaring and uttering 
a loud shout, rushed at him impetuously, mace in tiand.*®”*^ 

Thereup<m*the^Kaaravas all around, beholding that upraised 

— — - - ' ' "" "" 

• ^VipraUlpdpawdhafn is literally from unreasoning docUma- 

tiwi The Bombay reading vicious.— T. 




Bmvwa.] wmaamk pAta. 8iS 

mmoB MMmbting the of Death, foraakins tli^ brare 
fled away, desiroue of avoiidm|^ its fall (amongst them). ^la 
that fierce and awful crush (of men),^ O Bh&rata, confounding 
the senses, Chitraeena, however, beholding that mace coursing 
towards him, yras not^eprived of his senses.****^ Taking up 
a bright scii]iitai%nd a shield, he forsook his car and became a 
warrior on foot in the field, for jumping down (from his vehicle) 
like a lion from the top of a cliff he came down upon tl^e level 
ground.** Meanwhile that mace, falling upon that iDeautiful 
car and destroying the vehicle itself with its steeds and 
charioteer in that battle, dropped on the ground like a blazing 
meteor, loosened from the firmament, falling upon the earth.** 
Then thy troops, O Bharata, beholding that highly wonderful 
feat, became filled with joy, and all of them together set up a 
loud shout over the field of battle. And ^he warriors all 
applauded thy son (for what they witnessed).* 


Section LXXXVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — * Approaching then thy son* Chitrasena of 
great energy who had thus been deprived of his car, thy soi^ 
Vikarna caused Eim ^ mount on his car.‘ And during thw 
progress of that general engagement, so fierce apd dreadful, 
Bbishraa the son of Cantanu impetuously rushed at Yudhish- 
thira.* Then the Srinjayas with their cars, eldjihants, hbd^ 
horse, trembled. And they regarded Yudhishthira to beVready 
within the jaws of Death.* The lord Yudhishthira, however, 
of Kuru’s race, accompanied by the twins, proceeded towards 
that mighty bowman, that tiger among men, viz,, Bhisbma.* 
Then the son of Fandu, shooting in that battle thousands of 
arrows, shrouded Bhishma like the clouds shrouding the sun.* 
And *Uiose numberless arrows, well shot by Yudhishthira^ 
were received by the son of Ganga in distinct sets by hun- 
dreds aztd thousands.** And so also, O sire, innumerable 

• 

* The meaning eeeme to be theC the arrows shot by Yadhiehtk^wa 
ware ent off by Bhtahina in nud&berleaa distinct eetSi taking each set at 
a tune.*— T. 
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arrows shot by IBhisbma (in iretiim), whicsli look^ 
like flighfe of insects coursing tjbrougb the air.^ In half ^ha 
time taken uj> by a wink o( the eye,- Bhishma the son rof 
.Gantanu, in that battle, made Kunti s son invisible by meaim 
of his DMmberless shafts shaft in sets.*' Then ^ing Yudhish«> 
thira, excited with rage, sped at the high-souled Kaiirava a 
long arrow resembliDg a snake of virulent poison.* That 
mighty car-warrior, Bhishma, however, O king, out off in 
that combat, with a hor6e-shoe(-headed) arrow, that shaft 
-shot from Yudhishthiras bow before it could reach him.^ 
iHaving cut off that long arrow resembling Death himself» 
'Bhishma then slew in that battle the steeds, decked with 
gold, of that prince of Kuru*s line.^^ Then Yudhish thira the 
son of Dharma, abandoning that car whose steeds had been 
slain, quickly nmunted upon the car of the high-souled Naku- 
Ja,** Then Bhishma, that subjugator of hostile cities, excited 
with rage, and coming u[^on the twins in that battle, covered 
them with arrows.^* Beholding those two ( brothers ), O 
king, thus afflicted with the arrows of Bhishma, Yudhisbthira 
began to reflect earnestly, desirous, O monarch, of (coinpass- 
.Liing) Bhishma 8 destruction.^* Then Yudhisbthira, O king, 
urged his friends and the rulers (on his side), saying, — Slay 
Bhishma thp son of Cantanu, uniting together !** — Then all 
those rulers, hearing these words of Prithk's son, surrounded 
r the grandsire with a Urge number of cars.** Thy sire Deva- 
vrata * then, thus surrounded en all aides, began to sport, O 
king, with hik bow, felling (all the vihile) manyunighty car- 
wMxiors!'^ Him of Kuru’s race thus careering over the field 
of battle, the Pandavas beheld resembling a young lion in 
the forest amid a herd of deer.** Uttering loud roars in that 
battle and staiking fear into the hearts of brave warriors by 
means of his shafts, the Kshatriyas beholding him, O king, 
were all struck with fear, like inferior animals upon seeing a 
fton.” Itideed, the Kshatriyas beheld the movements of tha|i 
lien of B&aSia’s race in battle to resemble those of a con- 
flagration aided by the wind while consuming a heajl of .dry 
g^jhsL** And Bhishma in that battle felled the heads of car* 
like a skilful man felling (with stones) ripe (palmyra^ 
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fraite fram a trees that bear them.** Asid tlie bSads of 
‘warrioi^, Q king, faUing upoi]|ptbe surface of the e^h pro- 
diiced a loud noise resembling that of a stony sho\« 5 jer.** During 
the progress of that fierce and dreadful battle, a great con» 
fusion set in anipng all tlie troops.** And in conseqil^nce of 
that confusion the arrays (of both armies) were broken. And) 
the Kshatriyas, summoning one another individually, apr 
preached one another for fight.*^ Then Cikhandin, sighting 
the grandsire of the Bharatas, rushed at him impetuously, 
saying, — Wait, Wait** — Remembering, however, the femi- 
ninity of Cikhandin, and disregarding him on that account, 
Bhishma proceeded against the Srinjayas.** Thereupon the 
Srinjayas,. beholding Bhishma in that great battle, were filled 
with joy. And they set forth diverse kinds of loud shouts 
mingled with the blare of t.heir concha.*^ ^ Tken commencedr 
a fierce battle in course of which cars and elephants got en- 
tangled with one another. And it w%s ths^t hour of the da}^ 
O lord, when tho sun was on the other side (of the meridian).** 
Then Dhrishtadyurana the prince of the Panchalas, and that 
mighty car- warrior Satyaki, greatly afflicted 4he (Bharata). 
host with showers of arrows and lances.*® And with in'* ^ 
numerable shafts, O li^g these two began to smite down tjiy 
warriors in that battle. Thy combatants, howeyer, O bull 
amon^ men, though slaughtered in battle (thus),*® retreated, 
not from the fight, having formed an honorablo resolution ifi‘ , 
that engagement. Indeed, thy* troops, began to smite accord- 
ing to the measure of ^heir courage.*®^ While, h(fwever, 0» 
king, thy high-souled combatants were Being slaughtered by^ 
the illustrious son of Prishata, loud cries of woe were hoard 
among them.** Hearing those loud cries, that couple of. 
mighty car- warriors of thy army, viz., Vinda and .^uvindar 
of Avanti, quickly proceeded against Prishata’s «on.** And** 
those mighty car- warriors, speedily slaying his steeds, togethefr 
covered Pigshata's son with showers of arrows.** lihereupon' 
that mighty car-warrior, viz,, the prince of th^ P£nchiU^, 
quickly jumping down from thatf car of his, mounted without!! ^ 


The Bengal reading is faulty, — T. 
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ton of time iW eer*of Um high-Mmled ^tyeki;^ Tbeii ktag 
Yadhialithira, sttp]ported a ^rge forooi prooeeded agminek 
those chastisers of foes, vis., the two prinoes of Avanti excited 
with rage.^ -Similar^ tfaj son also, O sire, with eveiy pie* 
paratioi]?8to(d,sufroundiiig Viada and'Anaviada in that battle 
(for supporting them).*^ Ar^tma also in that battle, excited 
with rage, fought against many bulls ,of the Kshatriya race, 
like the wielder of the thunder-bolt against the Aswms*^ 
Diona also, who always does what is agreeable to thy sea, 
indamed with wrath in that battle, began to consume the 
Pinchklas like frre consuming a heap of cotton.** Thy Other 
eons, O king, owning Dutyodhana as their chief, surroanding 
Bbishma in that battle, fought against the Flndaras.** Then 
when the sun assumed a red hue,* king Duryodhana, O Bhh- 
rata, addrcssing^thy troops, said , — Loee Tbo — And while 

they were thus* battling and achieving feats difficult of accom- 
plishment, the sun .havii^ become invisible in consequence 
of his retirement behind the Western hill,^*‘ there soon flowed, 
towards dusk, an awful river whose current and billows were 
of blood, and vhich was infested by innumerable jackalls.^* 
«^nd *the field of battle became dreadful, abounding as it 
did with spirits and with those jaokalh howling hideously, 
foreboding evil.^* And JZcikskasos, and rPi^Schcte, and other 
csannibals were seen all around, in hundreds and thousands.^ 
!fhen Aijuna, having vanquished those kings headed by Sonar- 
man fl^ong with all their followers, in the midst of their divi- 
sion, prodbeded towards his tent.^ And the lord Yudhisbthira 
also of Kuru’s race, ahcompanied by his brothers, and followed 
by «bis troops, proceeded, O king, when night set in, to- 
wards his tent.** And Bhimasena, too, having vanquished 
those kings, viz,, those car-warriors headed by Duryodhana, 
piooeeded towards bis tent.** And king Duryodhana (with 
his troops), surrounding Bbishma the son of CSlntano in that 
peat bsiUe, proceeded towards his tent.** And Drona, and 
Droaa*8 ^nJ^Sbid Kripa, and Calya, and Kiitavarman of the 
' Sfttwataraoe, surrounding tht whole (Dhkrtar&shtra) army^ 
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prooeeded towmrds tbeir tents.*^ And aimilarty l^&tyaki abot 
O king, and Dbrishtadyumna ^he aon of Pnahata/surroond* 
ing their army, proceeded towards their tents.*^ ^ It was thos^ 
O king, that those chastisers of foes, viz., thy troops and th^ 
Pandavas, ceased to ftght when* darkness came.** Zben the 
Pkndavas, and the Kuravas, retiring to their tents, entered the 
same, applauding one another.** And making arrangements 
for the protection of their brave warriors and disposing out- 
posts according to rule^ they plucked out the arrcTws (from 
their bodies) and bathed in diverse kinds of water.** And 
Brkhmanas performed propitiatory rites for them, and bards 
sang their praises. And those renowned men sported for a 
while, in accompaniment with music both vocal and instru* 
mental.** And for a while the whole scene resembled heaven 
itself. And those bulls among men for a wh^le spoke not of 
battle.** And wh^n both the armies abounding ^th tired 
men and elephants and steeds slept there, they became, O 
monarch, beautiful to behold.’ ”*^ * ^ 


« 

Section LXXXVIII. 

"Sanjaya said) — ^CjSaving passed the night in sound slee]^, 
those rulers of men^ the Kauravas and the Pandavas, once 
mor^ proceeded to battle.* And when the troops of both 
armies were about to proceed to the held, great was the 
uproar heard there, resembling the loud uproar of thd ocean 
itsel£* Then king Di^ryodhana, and Chitrasena, ¥ivin« 
^ti, and that foremost of car-warriois, viz,, Bhishma, and 
BharadwSja’s son possessed of great prowess,* — those mjghty 
car-warriors, clad in mail and uniting together, O king, form- 
ed with great care the array of the Kauravas against the 
Pindavas.* Having formed that mighty array jBerce the 
ocean and having for its billows and current its steeds and 
elephant^ thy sire Bhishma the son of Ckntanja then, .O 
Um'gp proceeded in the van of the whole arm^ supported by 
and the inhabithnnts of the .southern oountHcoi 
and the Avantis.*"* Next to him was the valiant son of 
Bhan^wija, accompanied by the Pulindas, the Pizadai^ and 
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the Kebudraia-Malavas.^ Next to Dromi vms the 
Bhagadatta, O king, firmly resoled on fight, aooompaiiied by 
the Magadhas, the Kaliugas, and the- Pi^iehaa^ Behind* 
Bhagadatta was VrihadTala the king of the Eogalae; acooin'^ 
panied the Melakas, th^ Tripurae/'and th^ Chichohhilae;* 
Next to Vrihadvala was the brave Traigarta the rnler of the 
Praathala, accompanied by a large number of the Ehmvojae, 
and by Yavanas in thousands.^^ Next to the ruler of the Tri- 
gartaa, 0*Bhhrata, proceeded that mighty hero, viz,, the son. 
of Drona, uttering leonine roars and filling the earth with 
those shouts.'^ Next to Drona’s son proceeded king Duryo^ 
dhana with the whole army, surrounded by his uterino 
brothers/* Behind Duryodhana proceeded Kripa the son of 
Caradwat. It was thus that that mighty array, resembling 
the very ocean, advanced (to battle)/* And standards and 
white uniorellas, O ford, and beautiful bracelets and costly 
bows shed their etfulgence^there/^ And beholding that mighty 
ai^ay of thy forces, that great car- warrior Yudhishthira, 
Speedily addressing the generalissimo (of his forces), viz., Pri- 
sbata’s son, saying,** — Behold, O great bowman, that array, 
j^eady formed, resembling the ocean 1 Do thou also, O son 
oSf Prishata, form without delay tby coui?iter-array !** — (Thus 
addressed), the heroic son of Prishata, O «great king, formed^ 
that terrible array called ^rirhgataka that is destructive of all 
hostile arrays/^ At the horns were ^ushmasena aud that 
mighty * car- warrior, viz., S^tyaki, with many thousands of 
cars an alsoi^f horse and infantry/* Next to them was that 
Ibreiuost of men, Arj una) of white steeds and having 

Krieblia for his charioteer.* In the centre were king Yudhish- 
thira and the (twin) sons of Pandu by M§,dri/* Other royal 
bowmen, cooversani ^ with the science of arrays, with their 
troops, filled^ up that array.** In the rear were ordered 
Aldiimanyu, and that mighty car-warrim*, Vir&ta, and the 
sons of Dr^ppadi and the Rakshasa Ghatotkaoba.V Thus, 
O B^irath, having formed their mighty array, the heroic 
Sindavas waited on the field, loDging for battle and desirous* 

BtngaJ reading is 
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<tf victory** And the loud noise of drums min^iog tfith the 
^ blare <ji( eonche and the leoniDe^rpars and shouts (of tlie combat* 
ants) and the s1apping*of their armpits, became, terrible and 
filled all the points of the compass.** Then those brave war^ 
riors^ approaching one Another for* battle, looked at ^ne an* 
other, O king, with winkleas eyes.** Then, O ruler of menr, 
the warriors, first challenging each other by name, engaged 
with each other. Then commenced a fierce and J>errible 
battle between thy troops and those of the foe striting one 
another.** And in that battle, O Bhirata, whetted shafts 
fell in showers like terrible snakes with mouths wide -open.*^ 
And polished darts of impetuous force, washed wkh oil, fell, O 
king, like the effulgent flashes of lightning from the clouds.** 
And maces decked with gold and attached to bright slings, 
were seen to fall all over the field, reserabling^beautiful crests 
of hills.** And sabres of the color of the clear (^ue) sky, 
O Bharata, and shields of bulls* bides and decked with a hun- 
dred moons, as they fell everywhere over the field, O king, 
looked beautiful. And as the two armies, O king, were en-’ 
gaged in battle with each other, they look€d resplendent 
like the celestial and the deinonaic hosts battling with* 
other. All around rushed against one another in battle.**^ 
Foremost of royal cawr-warriors, impetuously daslyng against 
car*w«rriors in that dreadful battle, fought on, with the yokes 
of their cars entangled with those their adversarfes.** Anti, , 
O bull of Bharata’s race, all over the field flashes of fire*mixed 
with smoke were genersubed, in consequence of ffictiem, irf the 
tusks of battling elephants.** And combatants on t&e backs 
of elephants, struck with lances, were seen all around to • fall 
down like blocks (loosened) from crests of hills.’f-*® And brave 
foot-soldiers, battling with their bare arms or with lances, 
and striking one another, looked exceedingly beau^if^ul,** And 


^ The tmie reading, I think, ie that of the Bombay text,»v»r., ndmd^ 
The Bengal reading is manphhU, How can persoif&r chsAlengv each 
ether menf^Uy, although they mayeingle out their antagonists so 

f whifnh may mean both stones and trees* In either case, 

th^^comparison would apply. — T. 
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Upon one another in that oonfli^, despatched one Mother wit^ 
diverse kinds, of shafts to the abode of Yama.^ Then Bbishmii 
the son of C&ntanu, filling (the air) with the, rattle of his cbMm 
and depriving the foe of hit senses by the twang of his bow* 
rushed against the Pandavas in battle/* The car-waniom of 
the Pfindai^ too, headed by Dhrishtadyumna, uttering fierce 
shouts,, rushed at him, firmly resolved on fight.** Then oom* 
menced* O Bharata, a battle between the infantry, oar- war* 
liors, and elephants, of theirs and thine, in which the oom- 
hatants became all entangled with one another/ 


Section LXXXIX. 


* **San^aya said,— *The Pandavas were incapable of even 
looking at Bhidhma excited writh rage in battle and scorching 
fvery side like tb^ Sun himself shedding scorching beak* 
Then all the (Pandava) troops, at the command of Dharma's 
son, rushed at the son of Gangs who was grinding (everything) 
with his whetted arrows/ ^hishma, however, who delighted in 
^•lAattle, felled the mightiest of bowmen among the Srinjayas and 
tbe PanchSrtas, with his shafts/ Thou^’thus slaughtered by 
Bhishma, tbe Ptnch&las along with the Somakas still rushed 
impetuously at him, forsaking the fear of death.^ The Aeroio 
• ]ftiishma t&e son of Cantanli, however, in that battle, cut oA 
O king, the arms and heads of their car- warriors.* Thy rite 
Devavratk deprived their car- warriors 4>f cars. And the head* 
of cavalry soldiers bn their chargers fell fast** And we 
beheld, O king, huge elephants, looking like hills, deprived 
of their riders, and paralysed with Bhishma's weapons, lying 
all aroua<^* Amongst the Pfindavas, O king, there was no 
other man •^ve that foremost of car- warriors, the mighty 


Bhimasena, (who could resist Bhishma)/ Indeedi Bhimo 
alone, approaching Bhishma, encountered him ^ in batitle. 
Then in lbat*fencounter between Bhimaand Bbisbma, a, fieroe 
'‘and terrible Uproar arose among all tho troope (of thi Kaur^k- 
Tho PindavM then, filled with joy, uttereri leoaina 
1 ^*^^ Daring tba^ destructive camuge. king Duryedhaa^ 
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iWoniMiedl by liii uterine brothers, {iruteeted Bh&tnfi !n 
bettiel^ HieB that foremost^^of car^wemers, vie., 
dew &htshma*8 charioteer. Thereupon the eteede no hnigiir 
dmtrolled, ran away firom the field with the ear.** Then Ihih 
stayer of foes,* vie., 'fiShima, witb a sharp arrow Aaving a 
hOree-shoe head, cut off the head of Sun&bha. (Thus) slain, 
the latter fell down on the earth.** When that aon of thine^ 
that mighty car* warrior and great bowman was slain, seren 
of hie heroic brothers, 0*8ire, conld not (quietly) bw (diai 
act).*^ (These, viz.,) Xdityaketu aud Yahvi^in, and Kunda* 
dhira and Mahodara. and Aparljita, and Pauditaka and the 
invincible yi 9 ilhk 8 ha,** clad in variegated armour and with 
their beautiful coats of mail and weapons, — these grin- 
ders of foes desirous of battle, — rushed against the son of 
Pfindu.** And Mahodara, in that battle^ pierced Bhimaaenn 
with nine winged arrows, each resembling the tender-bolt 
in force, like the slayer of Yritra striking^ (the great Asura) 
Namuchi.** And Adityaketu struck him with seventy shafts; 
and Vahvi^in with five. And Kundadhijra struck him widi* 
ninety shafts, and Vi^al&ksha wfth seven.** «And that con- 
queror of foes, the mighty cu^-warrior Apar&jita, a 
atruck Bhimasena dl^reat strength with many arrows.** Anft 
Pauditaka also, in that battle, pierced him with three arrows. 
Bhima, however, did not (quietly) bear these attacks of his 
fees la battle.** Forcibly grasping the bow with Us left haSi^ 
that grinder of foes out off, iu -that battle, the head,*with a 
straight shaft,** of thy^son Aparajita, graced with a fine^nose. 
Thus vanquished by Bhima, his headi then droppe>l on the 
ground.** Then, in the very sight of all the troops, 
despatdied, with another broad-headed arrow, the mighty car- 
warrior KundadhEra to the domain of Death.** Then that 
hero of immeasurable soul, once more aiming aq^irrow, sped 
P Bb&rata, at Panditaka in that battle.** And that arrow, 
kiHiMg P|tnditakai entered the earth, like a snake impelled by 
Piiath qmokly entering the earth after deqpatcBing^he jj^eraon 
(wbesa *bour had come).** Qf undepressed soul, that hei^ 
then, O'idiag, recollecting his former woes, felled Vi^laksha^s 
Jmad, ^tittg it off with three arrows.** Then Bhima, in that 

ts « ] 



lyaittle, struek^be mighty bowman Ifabodax* ii» th«-eeiitr«,^ 
th^ ebest with a Kong abaft, (therewith^ O kiag^ thm 

latter fell dow«D on tha earth.** Then, O Bhbrata, catting .aff 
with an anow the umbrella of idityaketu in that, battle, ha 
a^rered bis head with another Iwoadrhekded shaft of exceeding 
shiurpiiess.** Then, O monarch, excited with sage, Bhima^ 
with another straight shaft, despatched VahTh^in towards the 
%be^ oC Yama»** Then thy other sous, O king, all £ed away» 
iip||ardiiig*the words to be true which ^Bhima bad ottered in 
the (midst the Kaurava) assembly.*** Then king Duryo* 
dhana, afflicted with sorrow on account of his brothers^ ad* 
dressed all his troops, saying, — There is Bhima ! Let him 
be slain /** — Thus, O king, thy sons, those mighty bowmen* 
beholding their brothers slain, recollected those words,** bene* 
ficial and peacefi:^, that Yidura of great wisdom had spoken* 
Indeed, tllbse words of the truthful Vidura are now being real* 
ised,’*— those ben66k;ial yords, O king, which, influenced 
by* covetousness and folly as also by afleotion for Iby sons, thou 
cpuldst not then understand !** From the way in which that 
mighty-armed h^ro is slaying'the Kauravas, it seemeth that 
that mighty son of F&ndu hath assuredly taken his birth for 
the destruction of thy sons !** Meanwhil^\kibg Duryodhana* 
O sire, overwhelmed with great grieh weivt to Bhishma, and. 
there, overcome with sorrow, he began to lament,** saying,—^ 
Mycheroic brothers have been slain in battle by Bhinsaaena I 
.^Ithougii, again, all our troops.are fighting bravely, yet they 
aUo am fal^ng 1*^ Thou seemest to disregard us, behaving 
(as thou dost) like aij indiflerent spectator 1 Alas, what 
course have I taken ! Behold my evil destiny ! — *** 

‘^Sanjaya continued, — 'Hearing these cruel words of Duryo* 
dhana, thy we Devavrats, with eyes filled with tears, said 
this unto b^ rf^* — Even this was said by me before, aa 
also by Drona, and Vidura, and the renowned G&ndbhii I O 

a Hjs pledge, that in battle he would alsy all the sons of 
^heilkriabtra.«-*T. « ^ 

i^ksBfSgal reading ie fafae kr%ddha9. The Bombay lesdtag is 
vofikp Mtwrmm* I adopt the latter. — ^T* 
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«ioii, thou ^i<ist not then oomprebend it O lender df foee, 
it hath also been before settlfd by me that ntither rnyMiH^ 
ikor Drona, wiH evet escape with life from this battte 1** 
tell thee truly that those upon whom Bbima will east his eyas 
in battle, he* will surely slay!*" Therefore, O Mng^^SunS-* 
mdning all thy patience, and firmly resolved on battle, fight 
with the sons of Pritha, making heaven thy go|l !** re- 
gards the Pfindavas, they are incapable of being vanquished 
by the very gods with VAsava (at their head). Therefore, set- 
ting thy heart firmly on battle, fight, O BhArata !— ’ 


Section XC. * 

'^Dhritarashtra said, — 'Beholding my sons, so many in 
number, O Satijaya. slain by a single person, what did Bhishmn 
nnd Drona and Kripa do in battle ?*♦ I\ay after day, O 
Sanjaya, my sons are being slain. I think, Qi^Suta, that they 
Are completely overtaken by evil adestipy * inasmuch as igy 
sous never conquer but are always vanquished ! When my sons 
Staying in the midst of those unre treating heroes, viz,, Dronii 
and Bhishma, and the high-souled Kripa, snd Somadatti^s 
heroic son and Bhaj:adatta, and A^watthAman also, O sdn, 
other brave warrioi^i^re still slain in battle, what can it be 
save the result of fate The wicked Duryodhaua did not 

comprehend (our) words before, though admonished by me, O 
son, and by Bhishma and Vidura i* (Though forbidden) arlwbyi^ 
by Qaudhari, too, from motives of doing him good,*Dufyo- 
dhana of wicked understanding awoke not before ^hufulelly 1 
That (conduct) hath now borne fruit,* itiaBmuch as iShlmasena; 
etched with wrath, despatcheth, day after day in battle my 
insensate sons to the abode of Yama 


* The iMt word of this ver^e ia the Bengal texts ia ; in the 

Bombay text^ it is Samyuge. The latter seems to be the trne reading, for 
after Sanjaya in the •first line, .its repetition In the second is uselessL — T. 

t The Emt word of the 4th verse is anivartindm^ Is the Bengal 
teste H 'T. . 

t The last word of the first iine^of 8 ia Viohetaaaa and not (as 
Bengal teats, including the Burdwan edition) Vig^kataa which would 
scarcely have any meaning. — T. 
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. '•Suajaym •id,~ •'Tliota ezoeUenl wof& of TiduMv 
for tby good, bot wbieh tboo di^fe nob tbon ondetolmd, hmm 
now ooma to vanliaad ? Yidimbad Oy oofit 

from the dioe f-— lake n man whoaa boor is oome lafuihig tba 
proper mwiictM, thou didst nbt then libtea to ,tha words of 
wall^wishkig friaiida oounselUng thee (for thy good) t Those 
wof^ littered by the righteous have now been realised before 
thee Indeed, the Kauravas are now being destroyed for 
having rejected those words, deserving of aooeptanoe, of Vidnm 
and Drona and Bfaishma and thy other well-wishers These 
very oonsequenees happened even then when thou deoUaedsI 
to listen to these counsels 1 Hear now, however, to my nanm* 
lion of the battle exactly as it has happened.*^* At midday the 
battle became exceedingly awful and fraught with great car- 
nage. Listen to;DQe, O king, as I describe Then all the 
trcK^ (of^'he S&ndava army), excited with rage, rushed, at 
the command of Dharma’s son, against Bhisbma alone firom 
desire of slaying him.^* Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin, and 
the mighty car-warrior Sityaki, aocompanied, O king, by their 
farces, proceeded against Bblshma alone.** And tboee mighty 
■jy-warriors, viz., Virhta and Drupada, with all the Somakas, 
ihsbed in battle against Bhishma alone.** ^fiLXid the Kaikeyas. 
and Dhiishtaketu, and Kuntibboja, equips in mail and sup* 
ported by their forces, rushed, O king, against Bhisbma alpne.** 
And Aijunai and the sons of Draupodi, and Cbekitbaa of great 
p f owosg prooseded sgidnst all the kings under the command 
of Duryodhana.** And the heroic Abhimanyu, and that 
mighty cslhwanior, visi , the son of Htdimvh, and Bhimasena 
eaci^pd 'tiith wrath, rushed against the (other) Kauravas.** 
(Thus) the Pftndavas, divided into three bodies, began to 
stsughter the Kauravas. And similarly the Kauravas also, O 
king, begiAi^ slaughter their foeaf** That foremost of oar- 

a 1 have sspandsd the first line of IS, as a oIomIj literal veietim 
would SesMely bf intelligible to the general reader. The sefiM is that 
the eviSi csnibgaslices, that hzwe now overtaken thee, aroee ^ven then 
VHbsa ttw b^msfiriel oouneels of Vidova ware first rejedted.— T. 

J'f Xhs Ipsngal reading DteMdbAnUait ia incorreet It thsuld heb 
a/in the ttunhay text, T. 
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Wtfrion, Draiia» Moited with wrmtb«'ru§hedi flftSktt thw 
Somkaa and the Sriajayae, chifiiraas of jODding thrai to Hm 
aliodo of Yonia.** Thereupon loud cries of woe ^aroeo ^Ettong 
the brave Srinjayas while they were being slaughtered* Q 
king, by BharpdwEja'jf eon bow* in hand«** Largevnombers 
of Kshatriyaa struck down by Drona, were seen to roll oon^. 
vulsirely like persons writhing in the agony of disease,*^ All 
over the field were continuously heard moans and shrinks 
groans resembling those of persons afflicted with *hungert** 
And so the mighty Bhimasena, excited with wrath, and like 
unto a second Yama, caused a terrible carnage amoogst the 
Bjuirava tvoopa** There in that dreadful battle. iMr>n8equenee 
of the warriors slaying one another, a terrible river began to 
flow whose billowy current conusted of blood.*^ And that 
battle, O king, between the Kurus and the Pindavaa, becom- 
ing fierce and awful, began to swell the populS^o^W Yama’s 
kingdom.** Then in that battle. Bhima, excited with wrath, 
fell with great impetuosity upon the elephant divisions (l>i 
the Kanravas) and began to send many to the regions of 
Death.** Then, O Bhirata, struck with ^hima’s shafts* 
some of those beasts fell down, some were paralysed,* some 
shrieked (in pairi^;lKl^ some ran away in all directions.** Hng^ 
elephants, their trui^ cut off and limbs mangled, screaming 
like /wanes, began, O king, to fall down on* the earth.** 
Nakula and Sahadeva fell upon the (Kaurava) cavaliy. Mapy 
steeds with garlands of gold on their heads and with their* 
necks and breasts adorned with ornaments of gold.*^ were seen 
to be slain in hundreds and thousand The earth, O king, 
was strewn with fallen steeds.** And some were deprived of 
their tongues ; and some breathed hard ; and some uttered low 
snoansh and some were void of life. The earth looked beauti- 
ful, O chief of men. with those steeds of such diverse kinds.** 
At the same time, O Bhirata. she looked fieroel^resplendent, 
O monarch, with i largo number of kings slain by Ai^na 
in that battle.** And strewn with broken cars mnd/ent ban* 

* In the Bengal texte, tava in the first lint is inoemet II skenlfl c 
be tank (B^bsy).— T. 
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Mrs And brillibat ttn&breUfta, with ^oro chdmofiiB f«B»» lUtd 
mighty weapons bfoteen into Cisigai6nta»** with gnrtands ami 
necklaces of gold, with braoelots, with heafds decked with Cii^ 
Hugs, with head-gears loosened (from off heads), with stan^ 
dards^*' with beatiful bottoms of oars, D king, aad with traoes 
and reins, the earth shone as brightly as she does in Bpring when^ 
strewn with flowera*^ And it was thus, O Bhirata, that the 
P&ndava host suffered destruction when Bhti^ma the son of 
CJantann,* and Drona that foremost of ear^watrioiw, and A^wat^ 
th&man, and Kripa, and Kritavarman, were inflamed with 
wrath. «And similarly thy army also suffered the same kind of 
destruction^ ^^^en the other side, the P&ndava heroes, 
were excited with rage/ 


Section XCL 

**Sanjaya said, — ‘Durinjr the progress, O king, of that fierce 
bdttle fraught with the slaughter of great heroes, Cakuni the 
glorious son of Suvala, rushed against the Panda vas.^ And so 
also, O monarcl^ Hridikh's son of the Shtwata race, that slayer 
of hostile heroes, rushed in that battle against the PandaTa 
ranks.* And smiling the while, (several g^^^ibrs on tby side), 
with a large number of steeds oonsistii^, of the best of the 
Kamvoja breW as also of those boro in the country qf the 
Risers, andcof those belonging to Aratta and Mahi and Sin- 
*dhu, aisd of those of Vanayu also that were white in hue, and 
lastly. of those* of hilly countries, surrounded (the Pandava 
army).*^« And so als<{, with other horses, exceedingly swifh 
fleet as the very winds, and belonging to the TiUiri breed, 
(otherB eocoropassed that army). And with many horsefly 
clad in mail and. decked with gold,* the foremost of their dess 
and fleet sa the winds, • the mighty son of Arjuna (wa, ItflvatX 
that ale^rer of foes, approached the (Kaurava) force.* This hand- 

' L 1 1 ■!' !, >■ ■* " ' . ' —■■■ M l I i n . Ill I 1111 , 11 III f i h 

v%rs«fi ineompletef 1 aw obliged to make tbe*^ paimthor 
tical injLerpolatioifs to make the eenee clear. Steeda that are d^cribed ss 
JSifidlj€L$ would literally mean horn in rivers.*^ What that mfanS 

I Mknot goem. Probably, the Punjab, or some other country watered 
by^any rivers was meant. — T. 
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TRliant mm w ArjaM, namisd IrilTdt/was" Uef;t»tteA 
npm ibe daugblTev of the king%f the Nigas bj the ihtellig^iif 
F|brtha.^ huebaed havitig been elain by Oaeoda, sbfe be* 
Oaaie helpless, and of cheerless soul. C^iildless as she* was; 
she was bestowed (upon^ Arjuna) by the faigh-eonled' 1k.idiyat^^ 
Partha aooepted her for wife, coming to him as she did nndeir 
the iofluenoe of desire. It was thus that that soi^ of Aijuna 
was begotten upon the wife of another.** Abandoned by his^ 
wieked uncle from hatred of P&rtha, he grew up in the region: 
of ;the Nagas, protected by his mother.*^ And he was band- 
some, and endued with great strength, possessed of ^iversw 
aoeomplishments, and of prowess incapable of BSing baffled. > 
Hearing that Arjuna had gone to the region of Indra, he 
speedily went thither.** And the mighty-armed Iravat, pos- 
sessed of prowess incapable of being baffled, appfg||ching his 
sire, saluted him duly, standing before hmo wi^ joined 
hands.^* And he introduced himself to the^ high-souled Arjun^, 
saying, — I am Iravat, blessed be thou, and I am thy son, O 
loid !**»And he reminded Arjuna of all the circumstances 
connected with the latter's meeting with his •mother. And 
thmupon the son of Pandu recollected all those circumsCancesL 
exactly as they TiwA^happened.** Embracing his son then 
who resembled himse^n accomplishments, PaTth%, in Indra’a 
abode^ was filled with joy.** The mighty-armed Irhvat then, 
O king, in the celestial regions, was, O Bharata, joyfully conf- , 
nsanded by Arjuna, with regard* to his own business, (ifi these 
wcrda) — When the battle takes place, assistaime should be 
readied by thee I — Saying Yes, O lord, •he went away. And 
now at the time of battle he presented himself,*’ O kjng, 
aeeompanied with a large number of steeds of great fleetoess 
and beautiful odor. And those^steeds, decked with ornaments 
of gold, of various cdors and exceeding fleetnes^** suddenly' 
coursed over the field, O king, like swans on the bosoril^f thw 
vasty deep. And those steeds, falling upon thine of^exceeding 
swiftness,*^ struck their chests and noses against Jthosa of ^ine. 

• Literally, soil belonging to another.’^ Xha original is para- 

k$h0tre,^Tr^ 
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Affected l|^y their own impetnone elnsh (egiittit thine)* 
suddenly fell down, O king, on tile enrth.** And in conseqnenee 
of th«cfnlling«of those steeds ns niso.of thini ooenrioned 
that clash* loud sounds were heard resembling what oecturs at 
GarudaV swoop.** And the riders of thote steeds, O king, 
thus dashing agunst one another in that battle, began to slay 
one another .fiercely.** And daring that general engagement 
which WM fierce and terrible, the chargers of both sides 
(escaping from press of battle) ran' wildly away over the 
field.** Weakened by one another's shafts, braee warriors, 
with their horses killed under them, and themselves worn 
out wich ei^SfmioQ, perLLed fast, sabring one another.** Then 
when those cavalry divirions were thinned and a remnant 
only survived, the younger brouhers of Suvala's son, possessed 
of great wisdom, lode out, O Bhkiata, (from the Kaurava 
array) to^he vam of battle,** mounted on excellent chargeia 
t^t resembled the tempest itself in both fleetness and the 
Tiolence of their dash and that were welt-trained and neither 
old nor young.*** Those six brothers endued with great 
strength, viz,, Gaya, Gaviksba, Vrishava, Charmavat, Xfjava* 
^apd Cuka. da^ed out of the mighty ( Kaurava ) array,** 
supported by Cakuoi and by their respoAiVb forces of great 
valour, theofselves clad in mail, skilled in battle, fierce in 
mien, and possessed of exceeding might.** Breaking through 
. that invindlble cavalry division (of the Pkndavas), O thou 
of migfnty arms, those Ghndkkra warriors who oonld^willi 
difficulty be vanquished, supported by, a large force, desirous 
of heaven, longing for« victory, and filled with delight, peno* 
tratcd into it. Beholding them filled with joy, the valiant 
Irivat,***** addressing his own warriors decked with divests 
ornaments and weapons, said unto them, — Adopt such oontri- 
vanees in dl^seqaence of which these Dhkrtarfishtra warriosn 
with tUeir weapons and animals may all be destroyed 

** literally, **the contact (of whote dash er 

coUtrim} Mssiahlss that of the wind in force..** The nmaWig, ther^ 

fM, is flMlI^ese chargers dashed againet hoetile divieione with the 

f Iry Ihe tempest— T. 




y.4raAjl|fiTA.] pAaVA. 3*9 

Snying—Fea— ^ those warriors of Irivat***®* slsw tbelb DhAr* 
t^&shtra division invincible bj^foes in battle. Beholding thai6 
division of theirs overthrown in battle by Ir&vat’a division^’’ 
those sons of Suvala, unable to bear it ooolly, all rushed at 
Irhvat and surrounded hitn on afl sides*^^ And couMnanding 
(all their followers) to attack those of Ira vat with lances, those 
heroes swept over the hold, creating a great confusion.^* And 
Ir&vat, pierced with lances by those high-souled warriprs, and 
bathed in blood that trickled down (his wounds), looktd like an 
elephant pierced with the hook.*® Wounded deeply on the chest, 
back, and flanks, singly encounting the many, be did yet, 
O king, swerve from his (natural) firmness.*^ Iravat, 

eacited with rage, deprived all those adversaries of their sen- 
ses, piercing them, in that battle, with sharp shafts.** And 
that chastiser of foes, tearing those lances from ofF his body, 
struck with them the sons of Suvala in battl^*®^3hen un- 
sheathing his polished sword and taking a shield, be rushed 
on foot, desirous of slaying Suvala’s sonS in that combatf® 
The sons of Suvala, however, recovering their senses, once more * 
rushed at Irivat, excited with •wrath,** Iravat, however, 
proud of his might, and displaying his lightness of. hand, 
proceeded towarda^fj^l of them, armed with his sword.** Mov-» 
ing as he did with grelit activity, the sons of Suvala, although 
they moved about on their fleet steeds, could &ot find an 
opportunity for striking that hero (on foot).** Beholding hyn 
then on foot, his foes surrounded him closely and wished to * 
take him captive.** Then that crusher of foes, seging themjeon- 
tiguous to himself, struck off, with his sword, both t^ir right 
and left arms, and mangled their other limbs.*^** Then those 
arms of theirs adorned with gold, and their weapons, fell down 
on the earth, and they themselves, with limbs mangled, fell 
down on the field, deprived of life.*® Only Vrishajgji,, O king, 
with many wounds on his person, escaped (with that 

dreadful battle destructive of heroes.*’' Beholding them ^ying 
on the fielS of battle, thy son Duryodhana, excited ifith wrath, 
said unt<f that RSkahaaa of terrible mien,** .viz.^BAshysL^Angsus 


* TRiHtfOfirse is roaii variouslj'. — T. 
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(Alamrushfc), that great bowmmn i^ersed in illuaimi that 
chastiser of foes, who cherished Jeelings of animosity against' 
Bhima^ena io ooosequenee of the latter*s well-known slaughter 
of Vaka,^ these words Pehold, O hero, how this mighty* 
son of PMLignna. versed in iHusion, hath done, me a sevem 
injury destroying my forces!*^ Thow also, O sire, art 
capable of going everywhere at will and accomptiehed in alt 
weapon a,df illusion. Thou clierishest animosity also for 
tha. Therefore, do thou slay this one » in battle — Saying— 
Yes — ;that Rdkshasa of terrible mien proceeded with a leonine 
roar f^pot where the mighty and youthful son of 

Arjuna was^^^ And he was surpported by the heroic warriors 
of his own division, accomplished in smiting, well-mounted, 
skilled in battle, and fighting with bright faneea** Aocotn- 
)>anied by the remnant of that excellent cavalry division 
(of the KSuravas), he proceeded, desirous of slaying in battle 
the mighty Iravat,^ Th^t slayer of foes, vis., the valiant 
Iravat. excited with rage, and advancing speedily from desire 
of slaying the Rakshasa, began to resist him.** Beholding 
him advance, th^ mighty RiSkshasa speedily set himself about 
••l^jdisplaying his powers of illusion.** The R(ikshasa then 
created a number of illusive chargers w^^ish were ridden by 
terrible Rxkshasas armed with spears axes.*^ Those two 
thousand accomplished smiters advancing with rage were^ 

. hoavcver, sobn sent to the regions of Yan:a, (railing in the 
encounter with Ira vat’s forces).*!. And when the forces of both 
perished, both of them, invincible in battle, encountered each 
other like'Vritra and VAsava,** Beholding the Rakshasa, who 
was^lifficult of being vanquished io battle, advance .towards 
him. the mighty Irk vat, excited with rage, began to check bis 
onset.** And when the Rikshasa approached him nearery*^ 
Irkvat with his sword quickly cut off his bow, as also each 
of his^ifOaftsinto five fragments.** Seeing his bow eat off, 
the RakshoM speedily rose up into the welkin, confounding 
with his allu^on the enraged Irivat.** Then Irlvat also, 
difficult of approach, capable of assuming any farixS*iat will, 
a/d having a knowledge of what are the vital limbs of the 
rising up into the welkin, and confounding with his 



1r4M4 Bmta.] SPC$9|CA ?mtx. iH 

illugioa the BcLkshasa^ 'began to cat off. all the l^fcer e Kmbs in 
ibat battle* And thus was, tha4,j[>riace of RaJ^ahaaos repeatedly 
aut into pieoes.*^^ -The Rikahaea, however, O king, waa 
reborn, assuming a yenthful form. Illusion is natural with 
them, and then age an(d form are both dependent their 
will** And the limbs of that Rdlcahctsa, O king, cut in* 
to pieces, presented a beautiful sight* Irkvat, excited with 
rage, repeatedly cut that mighty Rdkahaaa with his sHarp 
axe. The brave Rdkaha^a^ thus cut into pieces like a tree by 
the mighty Ira vat,** roared fiercely; And those roars of 
his became deafening. Mangled with the axe, the RaKkhaaa 
l^gan to pour forth blood iu torrents.** Theiv^^^vusba) 
the migty son of Rishya^rlnga, beholding his foe Aazlog forth 
with energy, became infuriate with rage and himself put forth 
his prowess in that combat.** Assuming a prodigious and 
fierce form, he endeavoured to seize the lferoi^^soff*^t*# Arjuna, 
Uiz., the renowned Ira vat.** In the sight of all the combatants 
there present, beholding that iliusion of Ihe wicked Rdkshdfba 
iu the van of battle,** Irivat became inflamed with rage and* 
adopted steps for himself having recourse to^ illusion. And 
when that hero, never retreating from battle, became inflamed 
with wrath,** a related to him by his mother s side, canm 

to him. Surroundejiton all sides, in that battle, by Ndgas, 
tii&tJN'dga, O king,** assumed a huge form mighfy as Arianta 
iiimself. With diverse kinds of Ndgaa then covered ^ho 
JRdkahfisaJ’^ While being covered by those Ndgas, that bulf 
among Rdkahaaaa reflected for a moment, and. then assijming 
the form of Garuda, be devoured those snakes.** *When that 
Ndffd of his mother’s line was devoured through illusion, Iravat 
became confounded. And while in that state, the Rdkakasa 
dew him with his sword.** . Alamvusha felled on the earth 
Iia vat’s head decked with ear-rings and graced with a diadem 
and looking beautiful like a lotus or the moon.** 

<“Whon the heroic son of Arjuna was thus ^slain by the 

JSdJkskosa, the Dnirtarashtrahost with all the king^(in it) were 

^ ^ 2 1 ! ^ - 

'■ ■ ” • 

♦ In the first line of 64, the true reading is Sarmmarmajna alNLji^t, 

MarvuMarn^aJna, — T. 
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freed ir(iin gtifV^ In that great battle that was so fierce, awfet 
was the esdniage that ooourred among both the hosta** Horseff 
and elephants and foot^soldiers, entangled with one another* 
were ^ain by tuskera And car-steeds and tuskers were slain 
by foot-soldiers.^ And in that general^ ongagememt bodies of 
foot-soldiers and cars, and largo numbers of horse, belonging 
both to thy army and theirs, were slain, O king, by oar-war<» 
riors.”^ Mcahwhile, Aijuna, not knowing that the son of his loins 
had been* slaughtered, slew in that battle many kings who bad 
been protecting Bhishma.** And the warriors, O king, of thy 
arroy^^jd the Srinjayos, by thousands, poured out their lives as 
libations (i^tho fire of battle), striking one another,*’ And 
many car-warriors, with dishevelled hair, and with swords 
and bows fallen from their grasp, fought with their bare 
arms, encountering one another.*^ The mighty Bhishma also, 
with shafte^eap^le df penetrating into the very vitals, slew 
many mighty oar-warriors and caused the Pandava army to 
iilmble (the while.)*^ By him were slain many combatants 
in Yudhisbthira's host, and many tuskers and cavalry-soldier$ 
and car-warriora and steeds.** Beholding, O Bhkrata, the 
prowess of BhL^hma in that battle, it seemed to us that ib 
17& equal to that of Cakra himself.* *^^«^nd the prowess 
of Bhimaseoa, aa also that of P&rshats:> was hardly less, O 
Bh&rata, (thkn that of Bhisma). And so also the battle fought 
bj^that gre^t bowman Satyaki) of Satwata's race, was 

‘ equally*fierce,1'** Beholding, Imwever, the prowess of Drona, 
the J^udavas ;ver8 struck with fear. Indeed, they thought 
that-— Alone, Drona oan slay us vHth all our troops 1^^ 
What then should be said of him when hs is surrounded by 
a lafge body of warriors who for their bravery are renowned 
over the world f~Even this, O king, was what the Firthas 
said, afiSlicted by Drona** During the progress of that fierce 
battle, O bdil of Bharata's race, the brave o:)mbatanta of 
aeithe(^my ^forgave their adversaries of the other.** O sire, 

the iiiigbt;y«boirmeii of both thy army and that of thh Ptndw* 
«• , 

- a 

'Ai0 Mcond line ol 87 is omitted in some of the Bengal teats.-*T. 
/t The Bombay reading of the second lino of 88 is vicious. • 



mwaOiA PJ!B7A. 


vas, inflamed with wath, fought furiously with qpe another, as 
if they were all possessed by R^kehosae and demohs.*** Ini^ 
deed; we did not sec any one in that battle which was so desi- 
truotive of heroes and which was like unto a battle nf the 
demons, to take care of his life/ « 


Section XCII. 

'* * Dhritarishtra said,-r-*Tell me, O Sanjaya, all* that the 
mighty P&rthas did in battle when thy heard that Ir&vat had 
been slain/* 

“Sanjaya said.^'Beholding Irkvat slain iaq^ttle, the 
Rdikahaaa Ghatotkacha, the son of Bhimasena, uttered loud 
shouts.^ And in consequence of the loudness of those roars, 
the earth having the ocean for her robes, along with her moun* 
^ns and forests, began to tremble violently, • \An?trfle welkin 
also, and the quarters both cardinal |tnd subsidiary, all trem* 
bled. And hearing those loud roars of his, 0 Bharata, the thi^s 
and other limbs of the troops began to tremble, and sweat also 
appeared on their persons. And all thy comhifitants, O king, 
became cheerless of heart.*"* And all over the field the war- 
riors stood still, elephants afeared of the lion. And tbb 
McUaahasa, uttering these loud roars resembling the rattle of 
thunder,* assuming a terrible form, and with a Slazing spear 
upraised in hand, and surrounded by many bulls among 
haaas of fierce forms armed wi^h diverse weapons/ advanc^, 
excited with rage and resembling the Destroyes himself at the 
end of the Yuga^ Beiiolding him advance in wrath* and with 
a terrible countenance,* and seeing also his own troops almost 
kll funning away from fear of that Rdkahasa, king Duryodhana 
rushed against Ghatotkacha,* taking up his how with arrow 
fixed on the string, and repeatedly roaring like a Hon. 
Behind him proceeded the ruler of the VangSis, w|kh ten 
thousand elephants, huge as hills, and each with* juice^triejd- 
ing dowfi. Beholding thy son, O king, (thus) *^advancing. 


* The Bombay reading RdkshobhtUvt is incorrect. The instru; 

filuraHsJive correct reading.— T, 

'X 
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•urrouijded Uiat elephant divmoiit that vaaget of tha 
night (viel, Qhatotkaeba) beeaifae inflamed with wmth* Then 
cemn^noed a battle that wan fleroe and that made the hair te> 
stand on end/^* between that SSkshasa foree» O king, and 
the troops of Duryodhana. *:flnd beholding also that elephaivt 
division risen (on the horizon) like a cloud,*' the Itdhhasae, 
inflamed with rage, rushed towards it, weapons in hand, and 
uttering diverse roars like clouds charged with lightning.** 
With an^ws and darts and swords and long shafts, as also 
with spears and mallets and battle-axes and short arrows, 
theylb^g^an to smite down that elephant host.*' And they slew 
huge ele^tpM^ts with mountain summits and largo trees. 
While the Rnkahaeas slew those elephants, O king, we saw 
that some of them had their frontal globes smashed, some 
were bathed in blood, and some had their limbs broken or 
cut throtfgfl?* 4^ Iasi: when that elephant host was broken an<4 
thinned,**"*’^ Duryodhana,^0 king, rushed upon the Itdkah4i8(ni, 
uhder the influence of rage and becoming reckless of his very 
dife.*' And that mighty warrior sped clouds of sharp shafts 
at the Rdkahasfia. And that great bowman slew many of 
their foremost warriors,*® Inflamed with rage, O chief of the 
Bharatas, that mighty car-warrior, viz., th^vjt^n Duryodhanp, 
then slew with four shafts four of the^ jorincipai Rfikahama, 
viz,, Vega vat, Mahkraudra, Vidyujjihva, and Framithin* 
Ai^d once again, O chief of the Bharatus, that warrior of 
immeasurable soul, sped at the RUkshasa host showers of 
arrows that could with difficulty be resisted. Beholding that 
great feat* of thy son, jO sire,"*" the mighty son of Bhima-* 
sena blazed up with wrath. Drawing his large bow effulgent 
as the lightning," he rushed impetuously at the wrathful 
Duiyodhana. Beholding him (thus) rushing like Death him* 
self commissioned by the Destroyer,'' thy son Duryodhana, O 
king, sK^off^ not at all. With eyes red in anger, and excited 
with t^e, Ohatotkaeha then, addressing thy son, said," — I 
fhall be freed from the debt 1 owe to my sireh as also 

my mother, they that had so* long been exilecK by thy 

r elwalf !" The sons of Pandu, O king, wore vanquished 
thee in that match at dice. Drupada's daught^..»KvishDi 
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While ill aud, ihei^ore» clad in a sinf^le ryimenf/’ was 
brought before the aasemblj and persecuted by thee^in dirersa 
yrkysi O thou of wicked understanding ! While dwelliog^ 
also in her sylvan retreat, thy well-wisher, that wicked wight/ 
viz,, the ruler of the Sindhus, persecuted her further, dis* 
regarding my sires ! For these and other wrongs, O wretch 
of thy raoe/*^^* 1 shall today take vengeance if thou dost 
not quit the field ! — Having said these words, bod, 

drawing his gigantic bo^,*^ biting his (nether) lip <with hia 
teeth, and licking the corners of bis mouth, covered Duryo* 
dbana with a profuse shower of arrows, like a mass of^ouds 
covering the mountaia-brcaat with torrents of rahLu^ne rainy 
season,’”*®* ^ 


Section XCIII. • v 

^ > 

^*Sanjaya said, — *That arrowy shower, difficult of being 

borne by even the DJnavas, king Duryodhana, howevftr, 
(quietly) bore in that battle, like a gigantic elephant bearing* 
a shower (from the blue).*}** Then filled wjth anger, and 
sighing like a snake, thy son, O bull of Bharata’s race, was 
placed in a positk^of great danger,® He then shot five and 
twenty sharp arrows oi keen points. These, O king, fell with 
great force ou that bull among Rdkshaaas,^ like angry snakes 
of virulent poison on the breast of Gandhamadana. Pierqed 
with those shafts, blood trickle^ down the Rdkshccaa/ie body* 
and he looked like an elephant with rent temples.^® There- 
upon that cannibal set^is heart upon ^the destruction of the 
(Kuru) king. And he took up a huge dart that was capable 
of piercing even a mountain.® Blazing with light, efiulgent 
as a large meteor, it fiamed with radiance like the lightning 
itself. And the mighty-armod Qhatotkacha, desirous of slay- 

^ 

* The last verse consists of three lines. It ought, howev^ to be 
taken as Bsloka and a half. — T. • 

t The last word of the second line is variously read. Che Bengal 
reading if Jiahddwijas probably implying GarudaC the prince ol^rds. 

I have adopted the Bombay reading. — T. ' 

t A v*«.^with temporal juice trickling down. — T. 
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tug thy 'son, i;^ed that dart* Beholding that dart upraiaac^ 
the ruler 6i the Vangaa quiokljfr urged an el^hajut huge as a 
bilt» tj^wards the Ilak^hotsaJ On the field of battle, with 
that mighty elephant of great speed, Bhagadatta placed him* 
self in the very firont of Dtifyodhana'a 'car.* And with that 
elephant he completely shrouded the oar of thy son. Be« 
holding then the way (co Duryodhana’s car) thus covered by 
the intelligent king of the Vangas,* the eyes of Ghatotkaoha, 
O king, became red in anger. And he hurled that huge dart, 
before upraised, at that elephant.^* Struck, O king, with 
that burled from the arms of Ghatotkaoha, that elephant, 
covered tmh^blood and in great agony, fell down and diecL^^ 
The mighty king of the Vangas, however, quickly jumping 
down from that elephant, alighted on the ground.'* Duryo- 
dhana then, beholding that prince of elephants slain, and 
seeing ateo^is J(foop& broken and giving way, was filled with 
anguish.'* From regard, however, for a Kshatriya's duty* as 
aR^o his own pride, the king, tnough defeated, stood firm like 
•a hill.'* Filled with wrath and aiming a sharp arrow that 
resembled the Jugfi fire in energy, ho sped it at that fierce 
w’anderer of the night.'* Beholding that arrow, blazing as 
Iiidra’s bolt, thus coursing towards higin^he high-soiiled 
Ghatotkacha baffled it by the celerity of bis movements.'* 
With eyes red in wrath, he once more shouted fiercely, fright- 
eiHng all th$^ troops, like the clouds that appear at the end 
* of the tYtiga^^ Hearing thosp fierce roars of the tcrriblo 
Rdk^hasa, Bhiehma the son of Ckntanu, approaching the pre- 
ceptor, said these words :*• — These fierce roars that are heard, 
uttered by the RtJeshasay without doubt, indicate that Hidim- 
va’s son is battling with king Duryod liana.'* That Rdfeshasa 
is incapable of being vanquished in battle by any creature 1 
Therefore, 'blessed be ye, proceed ye thither and protect the 
king blessed Duryodhana hath been attacked by the 

high-TOuled MdTcshasa. Therefore, yo chastisers of foes, even 
this is o^f highest duty — Hearing those wor^s of the 

~ry 

duty consisted in not retreating from the field. — T. 

/ t /. e., the rescue of the king. — T, 
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graudsire, those mighty car-warriors^ withimt losaof time ai^ 
with ihe utmost ig>eed, proceeded to tbospot where *the king 
of the Kurus was.** They were Drona « md Sopadatta^ and 
VUhika and Jajradratha ; and Kripa and Bhuii^vas and 
Calya^ and the Jbwo prihces of Avtfnti ^ong with Tiihadrala;*^ 
and A^watthkman and Vikama, and Cfaitrasena and Viving* 
Qati And many thousands of other car-waniors, including all 
those that followed them/* proceeded, desirous *of rescuing 
thy son Duryodhana whu had been hotly pressed. Behcdding 
that invincible division protected by those mighty car-waq;LorB, 
Qomlng towards him with hostile intentions, thatl^t o£ 
Rdkshasaa, viz., the mighty-armed Ghatotkacha^^Co^ firm 
like the JSfainaka mountain/**** with a huge bow in hand, and 
surrounded by his kinsmen armed with clubs and mallets and 
diverse other kinds of weapons.*^ Then commenced a fierce 
battle, making the hair to stand on end, betw<^^n ^aoae RdJca- 
hasaa on the one side and that foremost of Duryodhana's 
divisions on the other/* iind the* loud noise of twanging 
bows in that battle was heard, O king, on all sides resembl- . 
ing the noise made by burning bamboos/* And the din pro- 
duced by the weapons falling upon the coats of mail of the 
combatants resei^bf ed, O king, the noise of splitting billi!*^* 
And the lances, O n^narch, hurled by heroic arms, while 
coursing througL tile welkin, looked like darting snakea** 
ThenT excited with great wrath and drawing his gigantic bow, 
the mighty-armed prince of the Rdkaha&OA, uttering g. loud * 
roar,** cutoff, with a orescent * shaped arrow, the preceptm’s 
bow in rage. And overthrowing, with another brdhd-headed 
arrow, the standard of Somadatta, he littered a loud yell/* 
And he pierced VUhika with three shafts in the centra of 
the chest. And he pierced Ki^pa with one arrow, and Gbitra- 
sona with three.** And with another arrow, well-ipmed and 
well-sped from his bow drawn to its fullest stretcki^hestruck 
Vikarna at the sho.ulder-joint/* Thereupon the latter, 
with goref sat down on the teirace of his car. Then thdi 
Rskehasf^ of immeasurable mul, excited with rage, X) bUl ^ of 
Bharata’s raoe, qped at Bhuri9rava8 five and ten shafts, 
penetr fating through the latter’s armour, entered the earth/**” 
‘•l,43 ] 
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Be then stniiik the eharioteeft of ViiiiigfatA end A^watihSmatu 
These feirdown on the terracioa of their tyiirs» relinquishitig 
the reins of the steeds.** With another cresoent-riiap^ shaft 
he overthrew the standard of Jayadratha bearing the device 
of a boa» and decked with ^d. And "with a second arrow he 
out off the latter^s how.** And with eyes red in wrath, he slew 
with four shafts the four steeds of the kigh-souled king of 
Avantl** And with another arrow, O king, well-tempered 
and sharp, and shot from bis bow disswn to its fullest stretch, 
he pierced king Vrihadvala,*^ Deeply pierced and exceedingly 
paine^tfae latter sat down on the terrace of his car. Filled 
with greatoyacath and seated on his car, the prince of the 
RakshcLScis^* then shot many bright arrows of keen points 
that resembled snakes of virulent poison. These, O king, suc- 
ceeded in piercing Calya accomplished in battle/ 


GtecnoN XCIV, 

^^Sanjaya said, — 'Having in that battle made all those 
warriors (of tfap^ army) tuna their faces from the field, the 
RdkaJ^asa then, O chief of the Bharatas, rushed at Duryo- 
dhana, desirous of slaying him/ Schc^pg him rushing 
with great impetuosity towards the kfog, many warriors of 
thy army, incapable of defeat in battle, hished towards him 
(in return) ^from desire of slaying him.* Those mighty' car- 
warrioip, drawing their bows tlmt measured full six cubits 
long, and uttering loud roars like a herd of lions, all rushed 
together against that single warrior.* And surrounding him 
on all sides, they covefed him with their arrowy showers like 
{hetslouds covering the mountain-breast with torrents of rain 
in autumn.* Deeply pierced with those arrows and much 
pained, h^ resembled then an elephant pierced with the hook. 
Quickly thpu he soared up into the firmament like Qaruda.* 
And (^ile'there) he uttered many loud roars like autumnal 
olbuds, makm^ the welkin, and all the points of the%oompass, 
cardinal tod Mhsidiary, resound with those fierce cries.* 
HipfiSng those roars of the Usto&oea, O chief of the Bha- 
yatas, king Yudhiehtbira then, addresring Bhtmai said, unto 
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t^at oha$ti 0 er of foes these words •? — ^Tha noise that we hear 
uttered by the fiercety-roarin^ Rak$hma$ without «doubt» in-^ 
dicates that he i/battling with* the mighty oar*warrioiis of the 
pbirtarishtra army.* I ^e also that the burthe'n h|M pirored 
heavier than what that bull among Rdkakasm is able to bear. 
The grandsire, ^too^ excited with rage, is ready to slaughter the 
P&nchUaa.* For protecting them Phalguna is battling with the 
foe. O thou of mighty arms, hearing now of these two tasks 
both of which demand prompt attention,^ go and givj5*8UCcour 
to Hidimv&’s son who is* placed in a position of vety great 
danger ! — Listening to these words of his brother, Vrikpdara, 
with great speed/ ‘ proceeded, frightening all the with 

his leonine roars, with great impetuosity, O ku%, like the 
ocean itself during the full or the new moon.*‘* Him followed 
Satyadfariti, and Sauchitti difficult of being vanquished in 
battle, and Creniraat, and Yasud&na, ax^ t^e ^QW^ful son 
of the ruler of the Ka^is,** and many car-warriors headed by 
Abhimanyu, as also those mighty car-wajrriors, viz.^ the so^s 
of Draupadi, and the valiant Kshatradeva, and Ksliatra- 
dharman,** and Nila, the ruler of the low countries, at the* 
head of his own forces. And these surrounded the son of 
Hidimva with a .large division of cars <for aiding h&n)4'** 
And they advancl^to the rescue of Gbatotkacba, that prince 
of the Rdkshasas, with six thousand elephante^ always in- 
furiate and accomplished in smiting.^* And with their loud 
leonine roars, and the clatter of their car-wheel^, and wfth . 
the tread of their horses’ hoofs,* they made the very eSrth to 
tremble.^^ Hearing tbp din of those advancing wvnora; the 
Csoes of thy troops who were filled with jmxiety in consequence 
of their fear of Bhimasena became pale/* Leaving Oh^tot- 
kacha then they all fled away. Then commenced in that part 

of the field a dreadful battle between those high-souled warriors 

> 

* The collocation of such sentences may be easily imprd^ecMf I were 
not under an obHgatk>n of marking off the different vmes. ^e fact 
is t^at in tile endeavour to follow the order of the or^mal as far ius" 
praetioabl^ the sentences necessarily become a little inyolveA— Ti. 

^ In the second line of 15, the Bengal reading * in-* 

correct. The Bombay reading Rathnvaniena m what I follow.— T. 
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fuid thkie/* both of vlicm wore HBfetareeting^ Mighfcj owrw 
werriors, harfiiifi divoMo Idade ^ weepoaii*^ ohoaod end ainote 
WB enotbar. That fioroe batif^ atxikiiig tetior into (be boarte 
of Iho timid, waa ouoh that the differtnt olasaeo of oombatants 
beea m e entangled with one juiother.*^ . Horaee engaged with 
elepban^a and foot-soldiers with oar-warriors. * And challeng- 
ing one another, O king, they engaged in the fight.*** And 
in oonaequmoe of that clash of oars, steeds, elephants, and 
foot-s<ddiers, a thick dost appeared, raised by the car-wheels 
and the tread (of those combatants and animals).** And that 
dnst^hiek and of the color of reddish smoke, shrouded the 
field ofSk^le. And the combatants were unable to distin- 
goish tfaeupown from the foe.** Sire recognised not the son, 
and son recognised not the sire, in that dreadful engagement 
which made the hair to stand on end and in which no oonai- 
deration sjjiown (by any one for any body).®* And the 
noise mMC by4he hissing weapons and the shouting oom- 
l^tants resembled, 9 <^i^f Bbarata'a race, that made by 
departed spirits (in the infernal regions).** And there flowed 
a river whoso current consisted of the blood of elephants and 
steeds and men. And the hair (of the combatants) formed 
its weeds and mosa*® And in that battle beads falling from 
Ibe trunks of men made a loud noise Lik^^hat of a falling 
shower of s^nes.®* And the earth was* strewn with the head- 
less trunks of human beings, with mangled bodies elo- 
pluants, and with the hacked limbs of steeds.*® And mighty 
car-wahriora chased one another for smiting one another down, 
and harled di\teise kinds of weapons.** ^ Steeds, urged by their 
riders ancf falling upoia steeds, dashed against one another and 
feU^down deprived of life.** And men, with eyes red in 
wrath, rushing against men and striking one another with 
their chests, smote one another down.** And elephants, urged 
by their 'guides against hostile elephants, slew their com- 
peers th^t battle, with the points of their tuska** Covered 
with olood ia consequence of their wounds ^and decked with 


Bengal reading ha^au in the'instriunental {dural is* inoorKaef. 
^Ee^mbay text reads AayAs (uom. plural). This is oorrect.— -T. 
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8taild«rdfl (on tlieir baelks), elephants got entangled with ele* 
phante and loohed like maseet^ of clotufo charged with light* 
tihig.^ And some amongst them mangled (by others) with the 
points of their tnsks, and some with their frontal globes split 
with lances, ran hither and thUher with loud shjgeks like 
masses of roaring clouds.** And some amongst them with 
their trunks lopped off,* and others with mangled limbs, 
dropped down in that dreadful battle like mount^s shorh of 
their wing8.*f-** Other .huge elephants, copiously sslieddiDg 
blood from their flanks ripped open by Compeers, looked like 
mountains with (liquified) red chalk running down thew^sides 
(after a 8hower)4'’ Others, slain with shafts or pyfem with 
lances cfnd deprired of their riders, looked likcr mountains * 
deprived of their erestaS** Some amongst them, possessed by 
wrath and blinded (with fury) in eonseqnenee of the juice ^ 
(triekling down their temples and eheek8)§ aixl n% longer les* 
trained with the hook, crushed cars and steedh and foot-soN 
diera in that battle by hundreda** * And so steeda attached 
by horsemen with bearded darts and lances, rushed against, 
their assailants, as if agitating the points of the compass.^^ 
Car-warriors of noble parentage and prepared to lay down 
their lives, encq]} jjjtering car- warriors, fought fearlessly, relying 
upon their utmost might,** The combatanta O king, seeking . 

- , y , I 

•• Literally, “divided in twain.”— Tr 

f Moontaina iQ Hindu mythology, bad winga till thty were ebom^ 
of these by Indra with his thunder. Only MainSka the son ef Hima- 
vat, saved himself by a timely flight To this day , he conceals him- 
self within the ocean. — T.* ** 

I The Bengal reading of the first line of fhis verse Is vicious. The 
true reading is pdrgwautuMritCMWi^^ Both pSirpo^ and ddrita should 
be (as here) in the iustrasieBtal ploiali and should be in the nom. 
plural.— T« 

€ The Bombay reading of the second line is vioioua • The correct 
reading, as settled by the Burdwan Pundita is ff(UdrokAP 3 /(gi^fyantek 
Some texts have Raydrohd which is incorrect— T. * A 

§ “Blinded ... cheeks.** The Sanskrit word is modiAc^ Literally 
rendered, it would be “ juice-blmd.** This ean aemely*be intelligible to 
the geiiei^ European reader, Sence the long-winded idjeotival^^use 1 
have need,— X, 
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glory or hearen, struck one aootbor iortliafc awful press, as if 
in a marriage^y self-choice.^* During, however, that dreadful 
battle making the hair to staiird on end, the Dhirtaitshtra 
tioop& generally were made to turn their backs on the &eld«* 


Section XCV. 

*^*Sanjayd said,-^* Beholding bis own troops slain, king Dur* 
yodhana4hen, excited with wrath, rufbed towards Bhimasena, 
that chastiser of foes.^ Taking op a largo bow whose efful- 
gencfiv^embted that of Indra's bolt, he covered the son of 
Pindu wiKha thick shower of anrowa* And filled with rage, 

' and aiming^a sharp orescent-shaped shaft winged with feathery 
he cut off Bhimasena’a bow.* And that mighty car-warrior, 
noticing an opportunity, quickly aimed at bis adversary a 
whetted «hatj capable of riving the very hills.* With that 
(shaft), that m^hty-armed (warrior) struck Bhimasena in the 
ob3st. Deeply pierced with that arrow, and exceedingly pain- 
ed, and licking the comers of his mouth,* Bhimasena of great 
energy caught hold of his fiag-staff decked with gold. Be- 
holding Bhimasena in that cheerless state, Qbatotkaeba blazed 
Vp* with wrath like an sdl-consuming conflagration.* Then 
many mighty car-warriors of the Pindava army, beaded by 
Abfaimanyu t^and with wrath generated* (in their bosoms), 
rushed at the king, shouting loudly. Beholding them (thus) 

« a<fvancing (to the fight) filled with wrath and in great fury,*** 
Bharadwfija’s son, addressing the mighty car-warriors (of thy 
side)* said these words Qo quickly^ blessed be ye, and 
protect the king !* Sinking in an ocean of distress, he is 
placed in a situation of great danger ! These mighty ear- 
warriors of the F&ndava army, these great bowmen,** plac- 
ing Bhimasena at their head, are rushing towards Duryodhana; 
shooting 1 ^ hurling diverse kinds of weapons, resolved upon 
(wini^^") 'success,** uttering terrible shoutSi and frighten- 
ing the kipg^ (on our aide) 1-— Hearing these words of the 
{Hreoq^r,^ma^ Warriors of thy side heeded by Somadatte 
ros^eu Upon the Ffindava ranka ^ripa and Bburigravas and 
ffiiyB, and Drona*s son and Vivingfeti/**** end Cbitrasem end 
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Tlkama, and the ruler of the Sindhue^ and Yi^hadTdQia, and 
thoiie two mightv bowmeD, vi^., the two princes ht Avanti, 
surrounded the Auru Advancing only twenty >teps, 

the Findavas and the DhartariUhtraa began to strike,* desir* 
OU8 of slaughtering each other.'** Toe mighty-armeid son of 
Bharadwaja also, having said those words (unto the Dbarta- 
rkshtra warriors), stretched his own large bow and pierced 
Bhima with six and twenty airowa'* And once* agow fhat 
mighty car-warrior speedily covered Bhimasena with a shower 
of arrows like a mass of clouds dropping torrents of rain on 
the mountain-breast in the rainy season.'^ That^^lffghty 
bowman Bhimasena, however, of great strengtl^ speedily 
pierced him in return with ten shafts on the left Deeply 

pierced with those arrows and exceedingly pained, O Bharalj^ 
the preceptor, enfeebled as he is with age, suddenly sat down 
on the terrace of his car, deprived of eonsciouaness." Be>* 
holding him thus pained, king DuryodhanS himself, and 
A^watthkman also, excited with wrUth, both rushed towards 
Bhimasena.*^ Beholding those two warriors advance, each, 
like Yama as he shows himself at, the end of the Yuga^ the 
mighty-armed Bhimasena, quickly taking up* a mace," and 
jumping down from his car without loss of time, stood ikn; 
movable like a hill, with that heavy mace resembling the 
very club of Yama, lipraised in battle.** Beholding him with 
maceP (thus) upraised and looking (on that account) like the 
crested Kailhsa, both the Kuru king and Drona’s son rushed « 
towards him.** Then the mighty Bhimasena himself^ rushed 
impetuously at those two foremost of men thus rqshing to- 
gether towards him with great speed.*** Beholding him thus 
rushing in fury and with a terrible expression of face, many 
mighty oar-warriors of the Kaurava army speedily proceeded 
towards him.** Those car-warriors headed by Bharadwkja’s 
SOD, impelled by the desire of slaughtering Bhima^a, hurled 
at his breast diverse kinds of weapons,** and thus^ll of 
them togcither afflicted Bhima from all sides. Behqlding that 
mighty warrior thus afflicted and placed in « a skuarion of 
great peril, many mighty car-warriors of the F&ndava army, 
headed by Abhimanyu, and prepared to lay down dear life 
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itseU; rhshed^to the spoti denrow of letoming him,** Ihe 
heroic raid* of the low oottiiti7«^%be dear Mei^ of Bbima, eie,, 
NUa^ ^odung likes mats of blue doods, niudied at Droiiab 
eoQ, fiKed with wrath.** A great bowman, Nila alwayi de» 
sired an ^nooanter with Drona’s son. Drawing his large bow, 
be pierced the eon of Drona with many winged* arrows,** like 
Cakra in days of old, O king, piercing the invincible Ddnaea 
Tiplachitti, that terror of the celestials,*^ who, moved by anger, 
firightoaed the three worlds by his energy. Pieroed after ^ 
same way by Nila with his well-shot arrow winged with 
feathea^ Drona’s son, covered with blood and exceedingly 
pained, wkt filled with wrath. Drawing then his large bow, of 
* twang loud ^ the roar of Indra's thunder,** that foremost of 
intelligent persons set his heart upon the destruction of Nila. 
Aiming then a few bright shafts of Inroad heads and sharpened 
by the hands of their forger.** he slew the four steeds of his 
adversary aud bverthrew also his standard. And with the 
seventh shaft he piesced Nila himself in the chest.** Deeply 
pierced and exceedingly pained, be sat down on the terrace of 
his car. Beholding king Nila, wh<^looked like a mass of blue 
clouds,^ in a swoon,** Qhatotksoba, filled with wrath and sur- 
rpu\ided by his kinsmen, rushed impetuously ^towards Drona'a 
son, that ornament of battle.*^ Similarly many other iZdisAosos, 
iaoapable of being easily defeated in battik, rushed at A9wat- 
thdman. Beholding then that RdkBhaaa of terrible luien 
^coming towards him,** the valiant son of Bhkradw&ja impe- 
tuously rushed towards him. Filled with wralh he slew many 
RSkshasas^ot formidable visage,** that is, those wrathful 
ones amongst them Mio were in Ohatotkaoha’s van. Be- 
holding them repulsed from the enoounter means of the 
shafts shot from the bow of Drona’s son,** Bhimasena's son 
^ Ghatotkaeba of gigautic size was filled with rage. He then 
exhibited a^^erce and awful illurion.** Therewith that prince 
of the ^iEihahaaoBt endued with extraordinary powers of ilia- 
Bhm, cOinfowahod the son of Drona in that battle. Then all 
thy tgfppBf i'a imsequenoe oi that illusion, turned th^ backs 
upon we Add.** They beheld one another out down and 
l^ug prootmte on HLe surface of the earth, writiiing , convul- 



perfeedy hdplpss, and bathed in And 

aid Dniyodhan^ and Calya^nd 

Irmt bowmen that wm regarded j» |Df^^ tiif 

l^aararae, also Beemej to fly ewyy.^U AU the i^*wam^ 
immedtobe eniehed, and all the kings eeemed to^be rilaim 
And horses and horse-riders seemed to be cut down in tbou^ 
siuida^* Beholding all this, thy troops fled away towards 
thdr tents. And although, O king, both myself a%d 
vrata cried out at the top of our voiaes, saying,^— Fights 
do not fly away ! All this is Bdk$haM illusion in battle^ 
applied by Ghatotkaoba ! — ^yet they stopped noU t|^ir senses 
haying iNeen confounded.^* Although both of us sfid so, still, ' 
struck with panic, they gave no credit to our words. Bdiold*. 
ing them fly away, the Pkndavas regarded the victmy to 
theirs.^* With Ghatotkacha (among them) Ihey^ uttered . 
many leonine shouts. A^d all around they filled the air with 
their shouts mingled with the blare tof thpir concha and the 
beat of their drums.^* It was thus that thy whole army,^ 
routed by the wicked Ghatotkacha towards the hour of sunset^ 
fled away in all directions.* *’•• 


‘ Section XCVI. 

*'Sanjaya said, — After that great battle, king ifuiyodhaas, 
approaching Ganga’s son and saluting him with humility,^ 
begap to narrate to hiip all that bad happened i^at*tiia 
victory won by Ghatotkacha and his o«rn defeat.* That in** 
vincible warrior, 0 king, sighing repeatedly, said these words 
unto Bhishma the grandsire pf ,the Kurils :* — O lord, relying^ 
upon ahee as Tisudeva hath been (relied upon) by the foe, a . 
fieirce war bath been commenced by me with the P|yudava8.*|^ 
Tb|m eleven AhsAatj^iwfe of celebrated troops tbat^^ve, 
ai^ with /nyself obedient to thy oommandA O ^chastiser of 

f This ferse is rsad differently in the Bembsy text. The . 

readiitg also is deffetive. I tidce the Utter ss it ia^T. 

f I yndsavour in euch verses to fdlldw the eehstraction ^ the 
original.— ?f. 
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« ► f 

f»M f O mmoag Hm WkmiM, Hrati rfta& fcA 

yet haw0 1 htma 4 dh> iU< > 1 n.l»»llto Iqr 1^ Stadaif* mm t u m^ 

huaddl by Bhia— — a wtying vfaa Gfaafeothaabal* 
tiMt ooBMuaetii my limlia lib* fln orapwiaiag g dry tim t 
O bkaw rf ana, OdMHitiHr of* lB8a> 1 » tbeiafua. d ari to , tloroagh 
thy giaeot O gnutdam. th aqraelf alagr Ohatotkaolw, that 
wont af JBafahoMMt vdying npoa thy iaainoUda aelf I It he< 
hovath tl^ taoBathat that wiA of niaa mmr ha fulfilled!*^ 
'—Heariag thaaa worda ei tba Uog, that foramoat ona among 
'tha Bhhfataa, via., Bhidkma tha am of Chntaan, and them 
wmla Doiyodhaaa >Idateo, O king, to them woida 
0f mioa tl^t 1 aay onto thaa, O thon of Kura’a la^a, aboot 
the wey in which thou, O ohaatisar of fbea, ahouldat always 
hahave I** Ona’a own aelf, onder all mnu m st an oea^ should ba 
iwwtaet^ injbattle, P reprcooer of foes I Thou shouldst always, 
O Idfilass ona, imttla with king Yudhishtbixa Uie just," or 
wifdi Aijnna, or with twins, or with Bhimasena I Keep- 
ing the dnty of a k»"g before himself a kii^ atrikath a king 
Myself and Drona, and Kripa, and Drona'a aon, and Krita- 
Tarman of the ^twata race, and Galya, and Somadatta's son. 


that mighty car-warricw YUcarna,'* and thy heroic brothers 
headed by Dusc^sana, will all, fnr thy salfe, battle against 
that mighty Itakshosa.'* Or, if thy i^irf onaoeount of that 
fieiee pfhmof the Itaiehaeaa be too great, let this one, pro- 
oead in hplAe against that wiokod warrior,** that is to aay, 
atyg ihll^SHlsttn who ia eqaal nnto Parandara himself in 
#ghi' hMdSlasiiig said this much onto tb* hiog, the gmndaire 


shiU ^ ijn speech thenwddressed Bbagadatta in the premnee 
af dn<KiDrn) hing, saying, — Prooeed quiohly, O great mon- 
dhel^ ag eiaw. that inrinoible watrimv via., the aon df Bidim- 
vl f *^* Baaiat in battla, with care, and in riaw of all tha 
bowtne& ,Jthat Eakeheua of eruel daada, Urn Iwira in days 
of o|4 T^iraka I** Thy weapmis am eeUwtdal. Thy 

l «oa >eW ^ gnat, O ohaatisar of foea t In days of old 
jnanjflll^ been tha anoounters that thott badst with ilstinks 1** 
O,«:jl%ev'hmong kings, thou art that MShthata^e matoh in great 
Y^tlbf^ Siikoi«ly anpportad by tby own inx^, slay. 0 king, 
l&at boU among BditisAasas /**— Hearing these words of 



PiW A.] WBMBBMi MWTA. S4Z 

-•isr 

KkidBa» tito genenltMtno (of the SmusvIi axuif% Blm;adatt» 
iftoedUy Mt out idtk k toi< ^ ^ 

fb&*< B«1iot^% htlii atfrMiA' 

Mwiag dottdi * >kiii^ 'ii%^ ol» tihf . Wladtow 

may yroeeedod ogiiiMtb him, infiMuad irith mndlt** Ih^y 
'nmr# BbimMeha, »ttd ▲bhinmnya, aad the SMk th a Sk . Ohatofe- 
'Ipwlm; Slid tho aoas <dl Draapodi, aad Sai^r*db(iti» and jKihatirp* 
deva; Q dlra,** and the ralm* of the Ghedia aod llaiadijuv and 
thh kiaj; of the Da^tame. Bhagadatta thea, en hit' riaphaat 
named Sopiatika, radi^ agunst them.** Then mmmenoed 
a fierce and awful battle between the P&ndavaa and phag^ 
datta, that iaoeeaeed the population of Yama’e h&gdonu** 
Shafts ef terrible energy and great impetuosity, shot by ear* 
wamots, fell, O king, on elephants and eara*^ Huge ele- 
phants with rent temples and trained (to the fight) by tbeir^ 
guides, approaching fell upon one anotbpr feaxlpasl^.** l^ind 
(with fury) in emisequence of the temporal juice trioklmg 
doom thev bodies, mid excited with rnge^ ettaoking on^ an- 
other with their tusks resembling stout bludgeon^ they j^erced 
one another with the points of these weapona*** Qraced 
with excellent tuls, and ridden by wartiora atmcd with fameea^ 
steeds, urged Jiy tboee riders, fell fearlessly and with great 
impetuosity upon one another.** And feot-aoldieiB, attaefed 
by bodie| of foot-sbijierB with darts and lanoen feQ down on.*> 
thd earth by hundreds and thonsuids.** And oar-wanrioif npon 
^oir oars, slaughtering heroio adversaries in that battlfi 
means of barbed arrows sfid muskets ud shaft^ uttered 
leonitte shouts.f* Aad during the p r e gr ee s thaA-battle mak- 

« 

' , 

^ TIm firvt Ifn* it cyldentlj pleotktsth;. Stoikrft^ being 

▼ttjr QOpbnXf r«iietiii<mt etn wefo^lf %e markedl At the fint glance. 
Litetmllj rendered) the origilial ii-^^*Jaiee-iblind and existed with rage.*^ 
*'J‘aiee^blbui|’’ 1 have explained eleewhere-^X. 

f Xbe wond I render ^^miifdiete*’ ie nO^ika, Sometime aljlfb |be Bk^raH 
(aBengali peHodieal o( Caloatta edited bj Babn l>mjeedra Nadh Tfgore) 
ixk a paper on Hindu weapofia of warfare, from certain ^otatie^ from 
tbb JCdA^lpoMa and the ife^^ mrgued that the Imve 

lia^ COM kind of mueket vomiting ballets of kon hi eoateqniiioe el 
tomp li^d of explosive force The MMu disoeuraged the use el nUik9^ 


^^Bmaa0A^ 


S4# MAHABHARATl^ 

ing Che l^ur to Btand on end* tbat gv^ bowiiiaii« vU., Bbiiga^ 
daltn» niih^ to#mid» Bhimaoe^*^ on lii« dia|diniit of xmt 
tompies and witii jtiieo trickling ^own in . serdb ommito, and 
ramUmg (on^ttAt adoonnt) a moontain with (aa many) rilleto 
flowing adown ita breaat aftey a diower/* And he oaine» O' 
sinlemont^ soatteiing tiiouaanda of arrows firom*the head of 
Snpratika (wherMn he stood) like the illtistrioos Puiandara 
himaalf on hm Airftrata.^ King Bhagadatta afflicted Bhiina- 
aena wiUr timt anowy shower like >he clouds afflicting the 
mountaiii^breast with torrents of rain on the expiry of sum-* 
xner«**» That mighty bowman Bhimasena, however, excited 
with ragV c|{ew by his anowy showers the combatants, num- 
Jbering more ^^han a hundred, that protected the flanks and 
rear of Bhagadatta.*** Beholding them slain, the valiant 
^Bhagadatta, filled with rage, urged his prince of elephants to^ 
wards Bhimasena’s car^** That elephant, thus urged by him, 
rushed impetnowsly, like an arrow propelled from the bow* 
Btnyit towards Bhimasena that chastiser of foea** Beholding 
that dephant advancing, the mighty oar-warriors of the Pftn* 
dava army, placing Bhlmasena at their bead, themselves rushed 
towards it^** Thflse warriors were the (five) Kekaya princes, 
and Abhimanyu, and the (five) sons of Dra^padi, and the 
h^oic ruler of the Da^imas, and Kshatxadeva also, O sire,** 

^ and the ruler ^ the Chedis, and Chitraketu* And all these 
mighty warriors came, inflamed with anger, and exbibitimg 
tjieii^ exedlenlb celestial weapons.** And they all surrounded 
in anger "that single elephant (on which their adversary rode). 
Pierced witlp many shafts, that huge elephant, covered with 
^ gore flowing from his wounds, looked resplendent like a prince 
^ of moantaitts variegated with (liquified) red chalk (after a 
shower). The ruler of the Da^nas then, on an elephant that 

" I I,. I, 

deelsrisg them tp be bsrbiurciui and fit only for kings that would eeme 
in the Aelc^ 

li^f tkoss that protected the feet (cl any warrior of 
aoteV Thm akwe<rs stood at the flanks and rear of the wM^or they 
protecM^ ll^i^e else of esr-wanim, these were eoUoi oMra-raJtsAai 
fproi^i6tm4f tlm wheeU), So have PdSvAiii-lidMsv, end FriMBh 
‘ ho.— t. 


/ 



TASBil'tiiKA.] teWmiA PiKITA. 34^ 

reaftniUcid a moualaiD, rdslted towanii fi|MgadaiUar« di^pbaaf* 
Thai priooe of ^|»Iianta, vi$v l^ptatika, 

roriiof ) aa^anoing e<napeer Uke itfa* ocutaaenfe boaiiag 
(the ntah of ) the sargiog sea. Behol^g that elefdMftt of i&e' 
hig^-aoBlOd kii^ of tlie Da^nah thus reaiated,***^ %ve& tiw; 
FSadava troops, applaudiog, cried out — SoeceUefiit, exoeUsn/t 
Than ^at best of kings, via., the rules. Of the ^ftgyotishas^. 
exited with rage, sped four aud tea lances at that eksphaaf^ 
These, speedily penetrating through the excellent* anaour, 
decked with gold, that covered the animid’s body, eatered^ato - 
it, like snaka entering aat-hiils. Deeply pierced and dkeeed* 
ingly pained, that elephant, O chief of the Bharafiui,**^* its 
fury quelled, speedily turned back with great>for^. And it 
fled away with great swiftness, uttering frightful shrieks^^ 
and crushing the P&ndava rauks like the tempest crushiiig 
trees with its violence. After that elephant yas (thus) van- 
quished, the mighty cax-warriors of t^e Fandava army/? utter- 
ing loud leonine shouts, approached for battle. Placing Bhima. 
at their head, they rushed at Bbagadatta,*^ scattering diverse 
kinds of arrows and diverse kinds* of weapons. • Hearing the* 
fierce shouts, O king, of those advancing warriors Bwblling 
with rage and eiengeance, that great bowman Bhagadatta,* 
filled with rage an<^ perfectly fearless, urged hijp own ele- 
phant.***^* «That prince of elephants then, thus urged with the 
hook and the toe, soon assumed the form of the (£l-destrufi- 
tive) Sam^curta fire (that appears at the end of the Yhga).*^ 
Crushing crowds of cars and (hostile) compeers a|^d steeds 
with riders, in that battfe, it began, O l^og, to run hither and 
thither.*^ Filled with fage it also crushed foot-8oldiexeJ>y 
hundreds and thousands. Attacked and agitated by that ele- 
phant, that large force of the P&davas** shrank in dimensions, 
O king, like a piece of leather exposed to the heal of firck 
Beholding then the Pindava array broken by the iSSbU^ent 
Bhagadatta,** Gbatbtkacha, of fierce mien, O kingt withi^las^ 
ing face and eyes red as fire, filled with ragfi^ r^e^ ^to- 
ward, biifl.** A«wuniiiing a terrible fteia iOul burniag wifb 
wratb, he took up « bright dart capable of riving the very ' 
hills,** • Endued with great atreugtb, be forcibly hurled that 



dart tiiat Mattted 6 lM^| flaunt flmu 0^119 duwoot 
«f dagnsfrtlMtt dtplunt.** BOtMirngit aa«ai^ ta«Kn|i Um 
witii tpmA the mbu of Mmt g afl iga n Utin a ipad 

at it a*bemtiftd bat flona aad sharp at war .arith a tntoauit 
hmd.** Ttuaelaed of «taat ^t ugf ha o& off ^w* dart uiidi 
thrt amm of Ut. Thennipoa that doHt dashed aith gold, 
that dividod io twaiat dropped dawn m dn gaooad.** lfl:e 
tho boit^ of heaven, hniied by Indrt, flartiag thfooffh the 
wdkia. ‘Bdiol^g that dart (of hlrodvenary) O Ung, £vi* 
ded in twdn and fkllen on the groan^** BbagadsHa took op 
a large*' javelin fctmiahed with a g a Uan rtaff aad tooenbling 
a flame irffire in effnhrenoe, and hniied it at dn JtHk$ha»a, 
saying. — WaU, Wait /** — Seeing it eonising towards hini like 
the bolt of heaven throngh the wdkin, the itdhshaaa jumped 
ap aad ^[leedily seirfag it ottered a load shoot.** And qoickly 
pladng it agonist his knee, O Bhtrata, he brdce it in the 
si^t of aH tbe^kinga All this swmed eaneediagly won- 
dorfiil.** Beholding that feat aobieved bjr dm mig^^ 

OM, die oelesdsls in the firaament, with the Oandharwu, 
aad the Mumm were filled with wonder.** Aad the Fiadava 
warrim also, headed by Bhimaaena, filled the eardi with 
'oriee of JBaeeUent, SateeUmt /**— -Heanng; howavar, those loud 
dioate of the rejmeiag Ptedavae, that, great howmaa, vie., 
the -vaKaat Bhagadatta, eonM not bear it (oboUy).** Diawing 
his large hW whose afihlgenea lesemhled dMt of ibidra's holt, 
he Toai^ Uith great enaigy ah ^ ntighty os»>waRMaa of the 
Fiadava jsnn/,** ahoodog at the aamo dne asany hasght arrows 
of great eharpaeae and>poasessed of tlwelhilgaBoe of firs. And 
ha fieioed Kihna with one arrow, aad the MSkthOta with 
Bias.** And he pieread Abhimanyo with ^taav aad the 
Keki^ brothers wi^flfw Andwiaanednr straight anmw 
allot fioiB ’his hew drawn to its felleat streteh,** ha piaroed, 
in duat iSdtla, tbedghtarm of Kahataadavar- T h a raapon the 
Intla^a h^*with anww feiad on ^ bcmutriaf dramed dawn 
frtMfk Ids hand;** And h« atmek dm flan nona rt BianpadL 
fltu 'arwwB. And. float efealli. hn sAnu: dw*rtaeda .of 
^drthUMUK.**' And with threa ahalts mwgt 4 , irilA ItsMiara 
denan Bldataaena'a atandaid btastag tba dsvioe of 



wmn. B5II 

K fton. AtMl «IH^ iInpM aOmr 
t/btakHeet.** ‘•Djbjply |mwm1 

Mkl exMo H a g l f VigNtiM* tjbmiifMP* Q chMo^uik 

BbmrUtu, oki dowWR jm the tMmo» ^ ^ par.** Tlien« P 
king, tlMit fintviUMii Pf'PoPimmt i ota, via., Blnm, UHv dap^l^ 
«d of kib tat, iftitkly joaoped down firom bp Uffge TebidN^ 
tttkingttp' Ids Btsoa.** Bslioldiog him with maoe upraued 
bod ImtEfag fike m crested IhU, all tfay troops* O vBhir»(a» 
beeeaie fitted with gveah feat/* Just at this Unie* that son 
of Binds who had Krishna for his obarioieer, O king, staughh* 
Cling rite foe on atl rides as he came, appeared on that ^pot** 
where those tigers among men, these mighlgr iSsr-wairior^ 
vie., Mdmasena and Qhatotkaeha, sica aud soil were en«‘ 
gaged srith the ruler of the FiAgyotiahaa** Bdiolding bis 
brothers, riiose nighty ear-warriors, engaged in battle, that ' 
sen of P&ndn qniokly commenced to 6gh£, profusely Scattering 
his riiafts, O chief a£ the Bfaarataa** Then that mighty car- 
warrior, via, king Dnryodhana, ^edily* urged on a diriSion 
of his troops abounding with oars and elephants.** Towards 
tint mighty diririon of the KsAiravas thus.advsncing with 
iapetuority, Arjnna of white steeds rushed with great im^tu- 
oosity.** jUiaghdatta also, upon that elephant of his, O Bfal- 
rata, orashiag tiie •Fftndava ranks, rushed towmds Yudbisb** 
thidk** Then commenced a fierce battle between Bhagadstta, 
O rim, aitd the PfiaohUas, the Srinjayas, and the Kekagai^ 
srith u p rais ed wsapcna** Then Bbimaseoa, in that buttle, told 
both Kefava and Aijnna in detail about the |laughter of 
Iitvat as it had ecooumd.’ ' ** 


SsoTioM XCVIL 

*fianjaya Baid,^'Hesriag that his son IrilvdOhad been 
slain,' DJtananJajfo sras filled with great grief and s^beri like a 
snake.* Uwd addrssriag Tisudera in the mids| of battle, 
he ssid*1ihese^wordB tr-'Wiriiont doubt, the bigh-^nlea Vidara 
of gmri wisdom had before seen (with his mind’s eye) this 
awMl'destmctioii of the Kurus and tbs Phadaras I It was for 



this th«l he ^prlmide king DhiitMri^tin 1**^ In Au hnttkh 
O slayer ot llsdbu, numy o th s tfh erew have Ijpeen siein fey Uie 
Caniavas aod,inany amongst the KaoraVashavesmiMlaiiy hem 
riida hy ooun^vee i* O best of men* for the sshe oi wsaHh 
vile acts ere fexwng done I Fie npon that vrealtli Hor tkm sake of 
whidi sneh daughter of kinsmen is being perpetrated i* F<hf 
him that hath no wealth, even death would be better than the 
aeqnu&t\on of wealth by the slaughter of kinsmen 1 What, O 
Krishna, ehsll we gain by slaying our assembled kinsmm f* 
Alas, for Doiyodhana’s fault, and of Gakuni aleo the son of 
Sovafatas also through the evil counsels of Kama, the Kshatriya 
race is beidg exterminated 1* O slayer of Madhu, I now un« 
‘ derstand, (1 mighty 'armed one, that the king aeted wisely by 
begging of suyodhaaaf* only half the kingdom, or. instead, 
only five villagea ! Alas, even that was not granted by that 
wlcked-sdUlecT wight I Beholding so many brave Kshatriyas 
lying (dead) on the field battle,* I censure myself, (saying) 
fie hpon the profession of a Kshatriya I These Kshatriyas will 
regard me powwless in batUe :** (For this alone, I am 
battling i Else,) O slayer of Madhu, this battle with kins* 
men isdistasteful to me t Urge the steeds on with speed 
towards the Dhfirtarfishtm army 1“ 1 will, witti my two arms, 

‘ reach the other shore of this ocean of baittle that is so diffi- 
cult to cross'! Tnere is no time, O Midbava, Co lose in 
inaetion !**— ^Thos addressed by Fhrtha, Keeava, that slayer 
of hostile heroes, urged those, steeds of white hue endued 
with the speed of the wind.** Then, O Bhantia, loud was the 
noise that has heard among thy troops, resembling that of 
the o^n itsrif at full tide when agitated by the tempest.^** 
In the afternoon, O king, the battle that ensued betweem 
Bhishma and the Plindavas was marked by noise that resMU- 
bled the roav of the clouda** Tuen, O king, thy sons, snr- 

I pi Tt < " " I ' , ■■■! MU I 

• fii%t line of tho 3r<l vtrme, the Bengal *m4ifig ie 

Thttiame rtmdiflgf however, ie khotyam, — T. ^ 

t In^^eecoii4l,iiNMI#f Sth, for thel^ngat reading ^go&aydNngfa jfO 
dh^mhm the initMltag ia ydeAatOcka Styodhanam^t ia better.' 

Bengal reading haa no meaning. — ^T. 

/ 1 ^wUen ita impetuoaity ia aiirred up hy Uie'wind.^'^V. » 


vMiiMflilr*.] ■•aiiiU’fMt 8«r 

BtMi liiM ViMai 

iiittMI«t^|ilit#|liiii&^^ «iiii 

•ad ttwife fcawawi irf ai^iwattoi^ X^iii, 

■iMi Bn^maw^ atf ysHMt ttKVniMs tm tm/S.* 

kaVatai <gM »WM« d i w i ) aud V^ilbilcA raabed ilo«raidB*^EM^iric& 
Abd Idog icttttMditd plaodi fetimself befoia AUdmaojra.** AmI 
o ma i rj i g tei rt aw^iwtr i w*, O king, enoonntmed n^er gteat mt* 
mnioM, n«n ooamieaniMl a dnroa battln tkat mu te^riUe id 
bdbidd,** dtoiaiMMia thdii, O king, behoIcKitg thy som, UaEed 
tt^ ni^ «n^ in that tnitde, lika fite With (a libatiotMf > 
darifiod^tratter.** Thy awta, hnweTer, O monareh, ooyei^ that 
son of Kfnd wiA tb«i» anows like tho clouds ^i^ing the 
utoontdn-hrMat in tho season of tains** While he^g (thus) 
ooswted in dtseMe i«qni by thy sons, O king, that hero, possessed 
of the activity of the dger, lieked the oornyra of his mouth.**** 
Then, O BlArata, Shima felled ▼yudoroska vrith*a sharp horse* 
Bhoe>lsmded arrow. Thereupon thataon o| thine was deprived 
of Ufls.** WUh another broad-headed arrow, well-tempered 
and aharp, he then felled Kundalin like a lion overthrowing 
a smaller aninud.** Then, O mra, getting thy (other) sona 
(within reach of bis arrows), he took up a number of shafts^ 
aharp and wdl-tdfepored, and with oarefal lum speedily diot 
these at them.** Tbeee* ehafts, sped by that strot^ bowman, 
via., dUmalana, felled thy eons, those mighty oar-wanion^ 
from their vehideai** (ThoM sons of thine that were thus 
slam were) Anidhrfediti, and Kundabhedin, and Vaitt&, and 
Diighaleehnna, and 0i{!B^av&hu, and Snv&ho, and*.Kandka- 
dh3riga.** While fidiing down (from their can), O bull of 
Bharata's rwte, those faeroM looked resplendent like falling 
mange trees variogatod witit blossoms in the qning.** Then 
thy other nWB, O monanh, fled away, rsgatdiog the mighty 
Fhimaiiona an Death himaeif** Then, like the oiou dej ^nring 
twrenti of tlthl Ott*%ho tnoontain breast, Drona in that batfde 
toveand wlfh arrows from eveiy side that hero whb .was tfanS 
oonsomh^tiiy ssaa** The Jewess that wo tfen behoM ^ 

• ThsBMcsI lasiliati wfakdi Zadept, tepdbvUr««Mi vtysvM. Thv 
iletBbsy * »< a dhn ht s On ds h i <w> do»p<ter.-»T. 
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Xuntii’s $m tiribs MOMdittjHy ftir iMld i» 

olieok by Dron»» b» 8tm ««•.** |lidMd» «i • ImII 

ft diMrwftf Mia fidliig fiKMft ftlovft, Bhkaft eheofiill j 
botr* iAu>w«r itt wmm* abo* tigr lk$AiBft.*^ W«ndMfM, O 
m<niftn^**iiaB Hw f»ft% tliftt’YiilttfdMft ftcAdiwA tbaiw. far he 
4ew tlqr mm in tiukt 'Mtte ftad ladMad Bm— Aha while.** 
Indeed, Ab^ elder brother of Aijnaft eported mmoogtt those 
berelo mns of thine, like ft nugbtj tagen O king, antooga 
hmd of 4eer i** At ft wolf, staying in the asUht 4^ a herd of 
deer, would chase and lighten those ft nim als, so did Vrikodars, 
in tl^*ba^. dwse and firigbtea thy emM.** 

“ ‘Meanwhile, Qangb's son, and Bhag adat ta, and that 
mighfy o^'wamtw, via., Oaotama, began to resist Aijuoo, 
that impetuous son oi Pftndn.** That Atimtha, baffling with 
his weapons.the weapcms of those adrersaries of Jus in that 
battle, despatcjied many {Nrominent heroes of army to the 
abode of Beatii.** Abhimanyn also, with hie abafta deprived 
that renowned and foremost oi oar-warriera via,, king Am< 

‘ vashta, of bis car.** Defnived of his car imd about to be 
alainby the oelelnated eon of Subbadrh, that king quickly 
jnmpOd down from hia ear in shame,** aad buried bis sword 
In that battle at the liigh>sooled AbbimSlkyu. Then that 
mighty monarch got up oo the oar ^rtdikh’s son.** Con- 
veraant with all movements in battle, SubbadrS^s eon that 
alayer of Hostile heroes, briM^ding that swmd eouning to> 
yinda bim, baffled it by the oelsriAy of hia movements.** See- 
ing*1bat qword thus baffled in that battle bf Subbadr&’s son, 
loud otiea <rf’ well doeye, wM done, were, O king, heard among 
the troopa** OtAw warriors headed by Bhriehtadyamna 
battled^ with thy troops, while Uiy tvoops, also, adl batried 
with those of tbo Stndavas.** Ibea, O .Bbliata, freroe was 
the engagement tfaet took pleoe between Hrine^MKl theirs, 
the ouifi^tants smitmg one atmther vritbigpfant'^foioe wnd 
_ the mMt difficult foata** Bram «mii]biitant«, O 
mrs^ (fsmnlng,*^ aoo^ec by tiie .heir, i^g thmr 

nftiis and* to^h, and fists and hn sss , ** qnd palms aad 
4wor4^ well-prsportionid’ anna* ‘And ssfok^ ene 

;^/aaoti^i^Meh<s, lAsy dsspatebsd <ms anothsr to thd idiedt 



'*Tgfrr*'* .Tnrr 3$*' 

of ;.4ev* « 0 B, ted nlw.* 
a omfcat te i te wiA ..one^tteotiMri/'^puni^ '9*^' 

Bbete^il fi»ws iritli if^dte itevte. 6 
ktoteud IroiB tke at idaiii munat^ md «(W^ otna* 

mteta^** mdii|Mi»^dMlli» ISantekeS witk .wjQgi of {Mim ptkl 
6i «lv«r and mubed <wit]t):!a|i^ looked req^leodeBt (as thqr laj^ ' 
■Mdterad on t}io> field), the latter reoeoddu^, ii^ putbiilary 
makea that had eaet off their slough.** And swords famiAe<| 
witit ivory handles dsoked with gold, and the shiUds abv 
of bowmen, variegated with gold, lay on the field, loosened ^nr 
their grasp.** Beitfded-darts and axes and swords and jteelins, 
all deck^ sdth gold,** beautiful coats of mail, had heavy and 
tdiort bludgeons, and spiked eluba, and battleHUEes,^nd diort 
arrows, O nre,** and elephants’ housings of diverse tiiapesr 
and yak tailsi and &as, lay scattered on the ^eld.** And 
mighty ear-wwriors lay on the field witii diverse \inds of 
weapons in their hands or betide •them^ and looking aUve 
though the breath of life had gone.*** And men lay on tSe 
field with limbs shattered with maces and heads sma^ed with * 
elnhs, or crushed by elephants, steeds, and oara** And tiio 
earth, strewn in many places with bodies of sltin Steeds^ 
men, and eleph%its, looked beantifnl, O king, as if strewn 
with hille.** And the field of battle lay oovered ,with ftilen 
dartsaand sVords and arrows and lanees and soimitars and axes 
and bearded darts and iron crows and battle^dxes,**- afid 
spiked clubs and short arrows* and pataghniaf and* bodies 
mangled with weapons.* And, O slayer of foe< eeg^ered uith 
Mood, warriors lay prostrate on the field, some deprived of 
life and; therefore, in the tilence of death, and otters ntter* 
ing low moans. And the earth, sttswn with those bodies, 
presented avarie|(ated ^ht.*** And strewn witt the arms 
oi strong tiarrion s m e srad with sandal paste and de^ed with 
leathern fenoes and brawdets, with tspering tiii^lslbmbluig 

- „,i — 

* In tfiffirst Ifae of 64, tile Bombay reading pragrO^ is bettir.tiisn 
the Bengal reading ^ . 

» t liitomUy, "ImndreAsiayeBe enppoMd. to be a kind of , 


tntiiks o£ elcflHUi^ Msl 

il«iitt«fe^hidt« tiiHMUM «ad^^ritii al It gi i .iiyiftl 

«amlMdaBt%Q JUdtevtat li h e Mi i i ftH i%1iti,^*r<<> 

And ^ Ibid of - orwqpwaad i|;NI''4Uo^ 
tf ttoS ted goidm <mittiiMate«| iMiijF Id^ exeeed- 

ia^ bteotifot M if trith ( ■ B M pud) itrte »f joiM Hmmb.** 
Ajg^with ^amteto <d div«Me l&do fli^a ell hw ^Ma 
f iei o B, mii3£ bows Ijdng aboni, mUi andira of guddeli iriaga 
sealtered teoted,** with maa j brok«ii aftni adonad with' t&Ira 
el l»na, with many slain steeds scattered aboot covered with 
blood ted with' their tongnes {Hrobadiiig.** with bottoms of 
^ oars, standard^* qaivmw, and banome, with gigemtio eonchs, 
brionj^g^ great hefoeS, of milky whiteness lying abont,** 
ted vnth trankless riephants lying prostiatsk ti>e eettii looked 
beahtifnl likjj^ a damsel adoraed with diverse kinds of cnma* 
noda.***^ And;|here. with other eleihtets ineraed with Imoes 
ted in great agmty, and ImqtieaHy uttering low moans with 
tlieir tranks,** the field of battle Itefced beatitifal as if with 
' asoving hills. With blankets of direrae hue, and honsmgs of 
sdephhnts,** with beantifnl hooks falling abont bavmg handles 
deeked with stones <d lapis laevH, with bells lying about that 
bad adorned g^Fnntie eleihanta,** widi deait^ ted vanegated 
olotlm as ahra skins of the Jianim daet', pdtii beantUnl neek- 
»Wne of eleihaots, with gold-deeked girtiit,^ With Ipoken 
, eflgmes of Miveiee' kinds, with bearded darte daciked widt g^d. 
with edtbroidered houmngstrf s teed s, emhwiwnsd widi dost,** 
with the ^pped ’ <^-arms of oavehi^. adtbem. dodted with 
bceosletB inlying abcptt, with polished apdidiarp lanoss ted 
bright owtecls,** widt teii^tatad bead-gears Jdlm' off (fitsm 
bonds) and seaMonsd jMmnt, with b e awt i ftd seeseenbnhnped 
arrows dadred wHb gdd,** with iMtetegn af ^slaedp widi ddns 
of .tba aBwilkM daer, tom and eruabed,r w^.i b s antift il ted eestly, 
gMte'dhir^adked the hmi-goen <of idbffa^witb 'Asir nm-^ 
bcaUdit lywgtabont and yak tadB«aad fiuis, with, fii^sa biiiht 
ns 'dtp l«t«srfi the moon, of hwnie isterima. dsdced with 
bdjmtffii* esTHtiilgs** and graced 'with wali>>ete 'ImiSda 
abont ted jp j Htey viii^ -^ar ernaanwt* of tbs earth 

..mekndviakifelibn: firmament bw^angled idtentn' nad 
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tiwiai^ ODC^iiiiteii:^ ^Mh iOib lfi»U4l|i, 0nwlh«d^ 

And •I’tar doev%i^ttate 

WodHtA O dMk aigbt:.4f^ ' in itod liM 

«o«ld DO bKigfr ..Xha-eitpott liolA 

Etadavaii wiM«dMM*"tb«»««iH«B/ «hea thwti lawful Digkfc,.;pf 
ptohy dwlcsemMiae. Aad having wi^idrawB thair troqps, 
h|i»t^ tiia Kann and the ^ndavas tooh rent £» the nighty 
cetiiing to (h<^ respective tents.’”** * 


Section XCVm. 

"Sanjaja said,— -Then king Duiyodhana, and yTaknni the 
son of Snvala, and thy sOn Dus^eana, and the invincible 
Butova son (Kama),* meeting together, eousulte^ in the follow* 
ing way. How oeuld the sons of Flndu, witl^ their ^followers, 
be vanqnished in battle ? Even this was the subject of their 
oonsultatioa.* Then king Duryodbana, addressing the Suta’a 
son and the mighty Oafcuni, said unto ell those counsellors of 
bis,*— Drona, and Bhishma, andT Kripa, and Calya, and Soma* 
datta’s son, do not rerist the P&rthas. I do not kno\r what 
tile eanse is o^such conduct (of tiieucs).* Unslain by any *of 
these, the Fiadavv kre destroying my f<»eea , Therefwe, O* 
Kaftok, I^ani becoming weaker in strength and my weapons 
tiso ate being exhausted !* I am deceived by thd heroic Piur 
dayas—tiiey that are incapable of being vanquished by the 
very gods-l Iteabt dlleth my mind as to ho#, iq^eed, € shall 
snooeed in smiting tlwai in battle I*— ynto the king who said 
mo, O gnaA monamh, the Buta'a aon amwered,— Do not grieve, 
D ^def of tile <Bfaa*a*as I Even 1 will do what is agreeaUe to 
time f Let Otntaan’s eon Bhishma sCoa withdraw from the 
great battie 1 . After Hangi's son will have withdrawn from 
thexfigfat and^iaid aside his weapons,* i will tiay'Ihe firthaa 
along vrith all the S<nuakas, in tiie very sight ot Bhishma I 
1 pled^ my troth, O king !* Indeed, Bb^ma egeiy day 
i^«ei& mmoy towards the l%ndavas. He' is, besides, inoa^hla 

emqnh&i^ those ndghty oBr-warrimrs.** Bliisfamw is proud 
ttf ^tinwug lns prowess in battle. He is, a|pdn, oery lliwd of 



ight. O toe, 'trIH tw, Blum 

Med PiadsTBS (for tben the bifeie will be «ve^ P* There* 
fore, repairing .wi^ioBt delay tO' the tent of iwiriiiaB^.oeUi^ 
timt old tad reverend eigniw to faqr ^nde M* weapota^^ 
Alter 1 m '#ill have IhM aside tns weapons, O ^idrata, dnnk 
the Ftndavaa as already riain, with Ml thMr Aisads tad ions* 
men^ O kiag^ by tnysdf alone !**— Thus ad^esaed by Kama, 
thy son l>Dr 3 rodhana then said unto hu brother Das^ftaatia 
these wodls See, O Dus^isana, without delay that all 
who jralk in my train be dressed !**— ^Having said these 
words, O monarch, the king addressed Kama, 8aying,-~BEav- 
Jng eansed Bhishma, that foremost of men, to consent to this,'* 
I will, withmt delay, come to thee, O chastiser of foes ! After 
Bhishma will have retired from the fight, thou wilt smite 
(the foe) in hs^tle.**— -Then thy son, O monarch, set out with* 
out delay,'' acconyoanied by his brothers Kke He of a hundred 
sacrifices (accompanied) by the gods.'* Then his brother 
Dus^isana caused that tiger among kings, endued, besides, 
with the prowess of a tiger, to mount on hie horse.'* Chaeed 
with bracelets, with diadem oh bead, and adorned with other 
oraameAts on his anns, O king, thy son shone brightly as he 
proceeded along the streeta** Smeared with,Afigrmit sandM* 
paste of the ^ue of the BhSndi flower* apd bright as bmr* 
nisbed gold,*' mid clad in clean vestments, and proceeding 
pith the spuftive gait of the lion, Dniyodfaana looked beaori* 
ful like the Sun of brilltait radienee in the ftmaeaent.** And 
as that ti^^ taiong men prooeedsd towards the teat d 
TOtMaima, nmny m^^y .bowmen, celebrated over Mie worh^ 
followed him behind.** And bis teetfaeie also wMked in faia 
train, like the odestials wallang behind 'Fliava. And otlieM^ 
fioremost d men, mounted upon atMds, and otben agMn ta 
elephants, O BMlrata,** tad others on moh flummaded him on 
all ridea. many amimgst those that wished him wMh 

taking hp arms for the protection of hie royal edfe** ajppeeai^ 
there iie^large IMiee/ like the eeleetlaie flurrotmdiiig Ciafcra 
in Beareos TJhe niighly chief of the Knrae, adoeed^ by iJl* 
ti^ l^nrarrw/^ tinti proceeded, O kfng^ toemide the quaKtere 
df the ppo ^ Birer followed and flnunroitnded 
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hy Mb atotiae brotiiers^*^ bB pr^eacMlM*' Qft^ jamiBg hia 
rights farm, maisdva and resemAliiig Hm of elepliiuit 

aad capable of^ resisfciag all foaa r And with that arm of 
bis, he accepted the^gards that were paid to hiia from aU 
sides by bystapders who stood raising towage him tl^ir joined 
hands. And he heard, as he jonrneyed, the sweet ymces of 
the natirea ^ diverse^realma.***** Of great, fame, he was 
mlogised by bards and eulogists. And in return that ^eOt 
king paid his regards unto them alL*^ And many bigh-souled 
persons stood mronnd him with .lighted lamps of gold fed 
with fragrant oil,** And surrounded with those golden Tamps, 
the king looked radiant like the Moon attended by the blazing 
planets' around him.** Aud ( attendants ) witll head-gears* 
decked with gold, having canes and JhaLrjkarma in hand, 
sofuly caused the crowd all around to make way.** The king^ 
then, having reached the excellent tjuarters of^Bhiahma, 
alighted from his horse. And arrived at Bh&hma’a presence, 
that rulOT of men** saluted Bhi^ma hnd then sat hiihself 
down on an excellent seat that was made of gold, beautiful 
throughout and overlaid with a *rioh coverl^(.** With hands 
joined, eyes bathed in tears, aud voice choked in grief, he 
then addressed Bbishma, saying,— -Taking thy protection nn 
this battle, O slayea of foes, we** ventured to vanquish the 
godwand the Asttros with Indra at their* bead. What 
shall 1 say, therefore, of the sous of Pandu, heroic th<|agh 
they be,^ with their kinsmep and friends f*^ Therefore, 6 
son of Oangi, it behovetfa thee, O lord, to show me fnercy ! 
Slay the brave sons* of Pkndu like Mahendra *iriaying the 
D&navm /**~I will slay, O king, alf Uie Somakas and the * 
Panchklas and the Karushas along with the Kekayas, O Bba- 
aata l***^Tbese were thy H^ords to me I) Let these words 
boceme true ! Slay the assembled Pkrthas, and those mighty 
bowmen, viz,, the Somakas i Make thy words li!We, O Bhk- 
rata 1** If froni kindness (for the F&ndavas), 0* kingji or from 
thy ha&ed of my unfortunate self thou spar&st the PAn- 
davas,^ then permit S^na, that oriiameht^of baftl^ to 
fight ! He ^1 vanquish in battle the Phrthas with all their 
bietads and kinsmen l**~The king, ^y son Duryodhuna, 
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s4id tb^ flbat bi» Uiw iMBM 

to Bhiohmaf of teniUe iMrowoBa,%^*** , 


^cnoN XCIX. " 

"Srajagrii'sMd.—^'Tho ^h^aosled B]a«riMn% deeply piweMi 
with wordy daggers by thy son, beosnll filled wi^ grswt griefi 
Bat he said mt a sii^le disagreeable word in rpfdy,* Indeeijh 
mangled by thoes wordy daggers, and filled widi giief-aiid 
rage, he righed like a snake and refieeted (in ifilenee) for a 
long Vhile.f* Busing his eyes then, and as if ewisnining, 
from wrath, the world with the oelestiids. the .deurai^ aad 
'the CfandkdrvM, that foremost of persons oonreisanfe . sndl 
the world,* 4hen addressed thy son and esid nnto him . tiiase 
'tranquil worth Woy, O Boryodhana, dost thoa pierce me 
thoB withrthyVordy daggers?* 1 always endeartHtr to. the 
utmost of my might to aohmre, and do aohiere, what is for 
thy ^ood ! Indeed, frOm desire of doii^ what is agreeable 
to thee, I am prepared to cast away my life in battle !* (The 
Pandaras are rf^lly invincible). When the brave eon of 
Pindu gratified Agni in (the forest of ) Bhfindava* having 
vanquished Oakra himself in battle, even that ie a ffMfioient 
indicatioa.^* when, O mighty-armed ope, tbe >j|aw>e son of 
I^ndu rescued thee while thou west being lodjiwiy a eoptive 
by ^e Oamdbaroaa, even that is a suffioient, indieatioa,* On 
fhat ooca^on, O lord, .tfiy brave jitofiae bsrotihms had idl fled, 
as also Bidhfi's, s(hi of the Suta name. That (reseme, there*, 
fore, Aijvioa) is a sufiBlment indioati^* ^ Vir&ta’s oi^, 
ahme jfe fell upon all of us united togethar !. That ie a sufifif 

r^--- - ' — ^1^1. ... 

« In numbering Ibe trexeee in 4ble SMiloti I'bi^ Ibitowed Min 
edition ^he In Mie 3engel lenlSi li nmdn 

to ooneiel of ^B dokm^ the 6lli end tbe 4Sad b^ng bnib Uikm neopneint* 
ing of fdiree Henen difference. — 

^*ln rae Ibenliikt. texts, tbe second line of the 2ad rerse iC printed 
me Ml# t^of the rerse. There cen be no doabt thnt the ‘,'^mbn^ 
Uxtib oonnii4«t^T. - 

i Bemn nit ^e BengM textii In the €rM line of the dtli» InoorinniSBf 

. t.f,' 
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aiifieHitidfei.* iraBqtiislni|g in bo^ Uiro^* wid mg-. 

tfiX «s«Uied wit^ ittge» 1 m totk «wii^' - imr mIms. ifiM i* • 
Wipamt tedioatiMi.*''^ On «ks^ ««»•!««, oft old. dt tbo 
■usofo of Idoot bo v^pqidairiMi t^boftougli^ bovouHi 4>o ocok 
of ZhrcMUi, oodPHodwot oloft. T&kft la a mOtdoDt j^lMotioo.*1 
Having va»inidiril'Hbma aim vbo ia ovte boadtM ^ hui 
Maa^tum bo gavo tlia laMer^a vcAw unto I7t«sr|. l^at^is a 
oidBaiooit iadioalioia** Ibe aon of IhritM d^eated in battio 
ibo IHvMfakavaohaa who wain incap^le of'*drfeat Viaava 
hii l ia e lt Tbifeia a aidE<Haat iedioBtioo.*' Wbo,.iDdoqil, is 
oapaMo af vaaqaialiing in brttle Um ‘ m of Fftndu by forces 
Un, «ia, tbat hi^ tat lua firotaetov tiie Protector of tbo 
^livefae anted «ith oonall, 4^ua and maee }** t 'Vlandeva 
ia y ot a e ai a d of iaftnito poirar. and ia the Deatco^ of the 
Hnivdraa. Ha ia thO' b^haat liotd of idl> the Go^ goda, the 
SopoMne float, atnd aiagraai P* He bath Wen , vaiiodbly des- 
oribed, O Icuig. by Nfttada and oUmt great Sithie. In oonae* 
qaeaee of thy folly, htfarover, O Suyodbana, thou knoo^ 
not what ahould be said and v^at aboold not !** The man on ' 
tbo paiot of . death bebeldeth aU tfeeaa to be made of gold. So 
tbaii alao, O. aan of QtadMai, aaaot everything inverted.'* 
Having ^valtod fiaiea hoa^tiaa with the Iladavaa and thi 
Sifnjayaa^ fight Bog <tbyaelf ) with them in ^ttle ! Let 
ua aqp tbo^aot Uka a inaa !** Aa regarda myself, I will, O 
tiger aoMiqi tom^ alay all the Somakaa and tb«f ntnchklno , 
aaaamblad tege^wr, avoiduig .Cikhandin alone." (Main by 
thoai id bactUa, 1 will ^e to Tama’s abode, m; slaving them 
in battle, 1 give fibee joy i** O^bfodm Wet bom in Dru- 
pada’s palaee aa a ftoiate at first. She became a male in bon? 
BeqnoBoe of the gmet ^ a been* eU, however, she ia 

Oikhandiai** Wajiil wijl aatilay a^iif I hava to leae my 
Ufa O Bhl i t aft tame Gil fiil mdi^ t|mt the.Cr«ato« 

had fimt amda hen** - ll w Hm nigbir.ia hf^y Q mm 

of Cttadhiii l IVmataaw I will fiaroe hm^ hboot 

wtfiifii man willi^sak ioa at .flm . wiodd )totai(^*^^na 
ui dtamt i by jaini, th^ tot;. O xurnaidb. hteif Away. ‘AM 
‘“'mtiag hia aigaiar. witb a hoar of tbo heed, ha mme. baoh, 
te luamwa tent.** Ooadng back, tbs hk^: dwmieaQd Ml 
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act 

ftitendants., Jkod #ooii then tl^At destroj^lilr of fees entejr^ 
his abode.** And having eiit^d (bis tent), the monsfeb 
pa^ed the night (in sleep). And when the night dawned, 
rising up, the king ordered alt the royi^ warriors, sajdng,*^ 
Dmw up^ the fonm ! Toda^i BkuhmA; m&tiid leitA ttmilh, 
will slajf aU the 3omaka» / — 

*t*Hearing those copious lamentations of Duryodhana in 
the nigtat, Bhisbma regarded them, O king, as eommaads to 
himself.**^ Filled if ith great grief and depreeating the status 
of servitude, Ctatanu’s son reflected for a long time, thinking 
of an encounter with Arjuna in battle.** Understanding from 
, mguB that Cbmgi’s son bad been thinking of that, Duiyo* 
dbana, O j|fing, commanded Ikts^&sana, saying,** — O Dus^* 
Sana, let cars be quickly appmnted for protecting Bhiahma ! 
Let all the ly^o and twenty divisions (of our army) be urged 
on !*' 'fhat bafb now come about which we had been think- 
ing^for a series of years, the slaughter of the Ptndavas 
with all their troops and the aequimtion (by ourselves) of 
'the kingdom !** In this matter, 1 think, the protection of 
Bbishma is our foremost duty. Protected by us, he will 
pnitecC us and slay the Pkrthas in battle t** Of cleansed soul, 
be said unto me, — / vfUl noi $lay gUehamMin, He teas a 
' female beforf, O kiny, and, therefore, ^hpuld be avoided by 
me in bcUtU /** The voorid knoweth, 0 thou of mighty qrms, 
^thkt ftomUeeire of doiny good to my father, / formerly 
gave uf a rweUing kingdom I will not, therefore, day 

in battle, p fch^emoat of ^rien, any female or anj^ody ihfd 
was a female before ! « Thie that I tell thee U true This 
fHAandi, 0 king, woe first bom a female. Thou hast 
heard that etory^ f Shewm bom ae QUckandini after the 
manner 1 told thee before the battle h^gem^ Taking her 
birth ae*a* daughter she hath become a man. Indeed, she 
will fighfuiith me» hitl I will never ehoot my arrowe at her.** 
Ae rigand^ all ether Kshatriyas desiroue 'Of victory to the 
PSnfkf/v^, O'^ire^ whom I may get within my reach on the 
fUSAof battle^ I will elay tAsml**— These were tfie words 
Qani^*# eon aoquid&ied with the scriptures, that chief of 
4lhamtn% race, said unto me ! Iberefore, with my -whole 



S53 


rii^WA Fjmrju 

soul I thiuK l^hat pfatectiog the sou 0 f is^ our loremost 

duty/* The reiy wolf may %lay the pou left improtecteci 
m the great for&t ! £iet hot Qaogg'seon be slaju hy C&khau- 
din like the lion ^ai^ by the wolf Let our matercud unde 
Gakuni, and and Kripa, •and Drona, and liivi]!^ 9 at!» 

carefully protect the son of Gbaga* If he ia protected, (our) 
victory ia certain /•— 

^Hearing these words of Duryodhana, they aft surrounded 
Qangk's eon with a large division of cars/* And •thy sons 
also, tdcing up their position around Bbishma^ proceeded to 
battle. And they all went, shaking the earth and the welkin, 
and causing fear in the. hearts of the Pgndavas.** The mighty 
car^wernors (of the Kaurava army), supported by |those cars 
and elephants, and dad in mail, stood in battle, mirrounding 
Bhisbma.** And all of them took up their positions for * 
protecting that mighty car- warrior like* the oelestiais in the 
battle between themselves and t^e Aauraa^ for protecting 
the wielder of the thunder-bolt.** Thdn king Duryodhtna 
once more addressing bis brother, said,-— Yudhhmanyu protects* 
the left wheel of Arjuna’s cmr, and Uttan^ujas his right 
whsel/^ And (thus protected) Aijuna protected Cikhan^in, 

O Dusdiaana, mdopt such steps that, protected by Pkrths; 
Oikhandin may not Jbe»able to slay Bhiahraa left unprotected * 
by US I— Hearing these words of his brother, t£y son Dus- 
^sana,**^* accompanied by the troops, advanced for batpe, 
placing "Bhishma in the vaq. Beholding Bhishma (thus) 
surroundad by a larga number of c^/* Arjuna, that .fore- 
most of carwariiors, addressed Dhrishtadyumna knd said, — 

O prince, place that tiger among men* Cikhandio, todi^ in 
front of Bhishma ! I myself wiU be bis protector, O prince 
of B&nchftla f 


‘ Sbction C. 

* ^l^aujpya said,-^'Tbea Bhishma the son of Gifi^u went 
out wiUf the t^ps, And be disposed his o^n^ troops' in a 


o Cks last consists d ihreo lines. — ^X. 




aiittttBKiMtttr 


d6i 

krmy (Mtid AvriPaMtodm** *Krii9a» aad 
ana, aad &ac nii|(ht)r air-i»a«jl[or Oaitrfa, and OMtaai «a* 
Um niMr of «|a Siadhaa, «nd l^nd^alliaa tfaa ndnr «f tin 
tliwo all, logdUnr witli IMiM i dia altd thjr ; aoa^ 
O BhicMii, took v]» tb^ tmtlBB a in tin v*a^ of the wlnte 
•nay nid in tbo veiy boat of tte <KaMn«a> antayk* Onaa 
and Bhari^nvaa rad Otdaya and BlM^adntit% O ain^ dad in 
nodi, took op thoir poddon fai llie lifiht aria^ of that nttay.* 
And Afd'atdAmkB, and Sonadatta,* rad thona gn a t eat* 
warriors, ofsL, dia two prinoaa of Asaatit aaDoanpaand hj a 
large foroe, prstaeted die left wing.* Daiyodhraa^ O laoo* 
, ateh, flbrronnded on all ddn ^ the ’Brigaataa, took iqp) far 
eaeoaater^ the Flmiaraa, a poaidoa in the raktat of that 
array.* Irat fotemoat of oai^waniofa, «ia^ AlaiBvaaha> and 
* that mighty ^oar^wartior, vt»., Orattyudi. dbd ia nuul, took 
up (heir^podtion in the rear of that wmjt and, thnefiaie, of 
die whole army.* Having^ O Bhirata. oo that aooaaian fenn* 
ed their array thoa/thy waRiei% dad ia aaail, ladnd ttka 
soerching firea? • 

” ‘Then kingr Yudhiahthita, aad that aaa of Fiadii, oian 
Bhimaseoa, rad die twin hona of Midri, oi«.» Nakula and 
Bahadera,* dad in anil, took np thair poddnwin tha vaa Of 
' that array and, tfaerelblo, at the very haa^ of all their tmopa 
And Dhrishtadyomna, and VMta, rad that aiH|hly oae^ar* 
.nor, oia., Sfttyaki,*^ttra» dtotnyora of heatita aanko, " a t oo d, 
snpported by a large fMoe. . And OilAlBii£a> rad Yljagn 
(Aijana), r^nd the Jteikiheem Ohafotka^^** rad Ohidcittaa of 
mig hty arms, rad the, raftant Kwndhboja, oteod for battia, 
samion<ted 1^ a large throe.** And than girat bawnira Ahld> 
mrayn, rad the mighty lMgad% aad tha (fo^ K a ikay a 
hrothera, stood for batUe, dad in maB;** Bhsiag fonnad 
their mighty and larindhle a rr ay tiias, the ICadasas, ondnod 
with greai: fonrage in battle, stood for tho tights dad in maiL'* 


* my Ite ioat l o sd hig osnsnA dis hot osid o( foe rasit aasM to 

tw*a i^rako. '^The Brabsy MM ftna tha tight osNI, whkh^ nWia na i 
y^genetiTt). Sarvatpbhadra Mems to hare been a Idiid «i wcptut titaif ia 
’ whiiAttw troops faced aU the pofoitof tbeeoaiiMa-^. 
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< > tiM kiii|!(ior Ajr «a«ay, Q^A^pKiel^ ii|i«i)fi* 

iolwet at kbMlkMt, aattempaalld ky i^mir iotot^ aAd j^hwai^ 
BtiiBhaia at tbetf iraa>* Rii^Md aguast ^ .nbrtluH ip lN|tde.*f 
SKailariy the IKUida^ alw,^ O kinir, beaded bjr BhinaseiMi 
ahd deaimttB of vietofy la battle, •ptoeeeded, for battyng^t afitb 
Bhiatena** l^lth leoaiae roars aad eonfueed cries, Mowinj; 
the&r oonohs, MCraknehat, and eo«r-bortM, beatiog their tbruaMT 
aad eymbala sad PcniatMM in ^ousands,*** and aftering tCrri» 
Ue shouts, the Pindavae advanced to battle. With t^e din of 
oar drams mid cymbals and oonohs and smaller drums,** with 
loud leonine roars, aad other kinds of shouts, ourselves 'also, 
refdyaig to tiie eries of the Ibe, rushed against bim with great 
kapetodslty.f** inflamed with rage. These sounds ningl-' ' 
lag witii one . another, preduoed a teemendons u^soar. The 
warriors then, of the two armies, rariiing at one another,* 
began to torike.** And in eonseqaeiwe 6f the Bin fnroduoed 
by that anaonnter, the earth aeemed to tcernUe. And Inrda^ 
uttering fieroe eries, hovered in the air.*** Sun, radiant as 
he was when he had risen, became dimmed. And fierce winds 
blew, indicating great terxora** • fUgfatfnl j^kalls wandered, 
yriling teirihly, O kug, and fiarribodiag an asrfiil oarpage at 
hand.** The tartars seemed, O king, to be ablaae^ and 
akawm* of dost foll^ fosm the blusk And a shower fell there,, 
of i^eees ef bones mized with blood.** And teard fell firom dm 
^yee sd the animals wbioh were all wee]ung. AnA filled i|rith 
awcie^, O ksng, these began to urinate and eject the.oontentd 
ef their stomaabs.** And the loud shouts of batde, O bull 
of Bharata’sraaa, werbieodned inaodilde by ibe Itmder cries 
ef flahsAcMos and canaibala** And JiwkaQeand vidtiues and 
seowsandsh^ attenng divasse . kinds of cries, began, 0*sire^ 
to feU and swoop dosm on tha field** Aad blaziag meteors; 
striking against the Sun's diae; fidl with great oelerity on tha 


* Xn the BeogaLtoxte; powMi in the first line ie vieisae. The tr^ 

sssding eAsM to be gaattoia, as in the JBombey fditkfu fl^nsfpfnte 
AwdtodNt (Beng.), the Benfesy .text reads PUMUorto* Wbidi is aiKgito 
tisaably «orreat!~>T. 

t'The first Iwe of in the Bengal 'texts is vioioiaa.-^T. 
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earth, fi^reboding great terron.** Theif theae tvro vaat bosta 
helengiog to the Phndavaa and JKie Dh&rtailslitraap in oonrae 
of thi^ awful eueouater, shooh ia ooaaec|uei|oe*ef that tremea* 
4ous ugiroar of conehs and drunie, like fmate diaken by the 
teiapeet,*^ And the noise made’ by the "^two armies, both of 
f^hich abquifded with kiogai elephantai and ste^, and which 
encountered each other in ao evil hour, resembled the noise 
made by oceans tossed by the tempest/ 


Ssorrow CL 

^Sanjaya said, — ^*Theii the noble Abhimanyu of great en* 
^gy> borne by his steeds o£ a twany hoe, rushed at the 
mighty ho^ of Duiyodhaoa/ scattering his arrowy showers 
« like the clouds pouring torrents of rain. O son of Kum s 
race, thjt^wartriors, iit that batUe, were unable to resist that 
slayer of foes, Subhadrh'a son, who, exetted with wrath 
anck possessed of wealth of arms, was then immersed in that 
inexhaustible ocean of ( Kaurara ) foroes.*^ Death*dsaling 
shafts, O king, shot by him in that battle, despatched many 
heroic JCshatriyas to the regions of the King of the de- 
part spirits.^ Indeed, excited with wrath, Subbadra’s son 
.in that battle shot fierce and blazing arrows in profusion that 
resembled snakes of virulent pmsou or rods of Deaths himMlf/ 
An^ Phklgusa’s son speedily ^lit into fragments oar-warriors 
with thepr cars, steeds with tkyeir riders, and elephant-war* 
riors idong witb^the huge animids they rode.* And the rulers 
of the eartli, filled with joy, applauded* those mighty feats 
m battle and praised him also that achieved them.* And the 
son of Sabbadrii, O Bhftrata, tosesd those divismns (of the 
Emtrava army) like the tempest tossing a heap of cotton on 
all rides in the welkin.* Bonled by him, >0 Bhirata, tby 
troopB fiulad to fini s proteetor, like etei^Dte rank m « 
fllo«igb.X lliep, O beet of men, beviog rented dll tby traops, 
Abbiaepytt bleed, O king, like a Idaaiag: fiee without a earl 
ot ptdeed, O -king, thy wafrion were iaoaj^Ua of 

iKiariiig that slayer of foes, like inse<^ impelled by tete 
•AaUe to brar a blanng fire/' Tbot mighty oar-wanioe • and 
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great bowman, having* ntmek all the 11^ of jihie F&ndavo^ 
looked at that moment like l^sava ' hiniself armedT with the 
thnnder.** An^hie bbw, the back oS whose staff was decked 

a 

gold, as it moxed on every side, seemed, O iiitig, tike 
the lightning’s^ flash as it sports amid the clouds/* And* well- 
temper^ and sharp shafts came from his bowstring in that 
battle like flights of bees, O king, from a blossoming tree in 
the forest/* And as the high-souled son of SubhadH^ career- 
ed on the field on his car whose limbs were decked with gold, 
people were incapable of finding an opportunity (for striking 
him)/* Confounding Kripa and Drona and mighty son of 
Drona, as also the ruler of the Sindhus, that great bowman 
moved bn the field of battle with great activity and skill/* 
As he consumed thy troops, O Bharata, I beheM bis bow 
incessantly drawn to a circle and resembling on that account^ 
the circular halo of light that is sometioies seen ar«9und the 
Sun/* Brave Kshatriyas, beholdii^g him endued with such 
activity and scorching the foe thus, thought, in consequfnce 
of those feats, that the world contained two Pnalgunas/^ 
Indeed, O king, the vast host t>f the Bhan^tas, afflicted by 
bhn, reeled hither and thither like a woman drunk with 
wine/* Routing that large army and causing many mighty 
car-warriors to treipbk, he gladdened his friends like Vasava* 
(gli^denivg the celestials) after vanquishing Slava.** And 
while being routed by him in that battle, thy trsops uttared 
lend exclamations of woe t^iat resembled the roar of the 
clouds*** Hearing that awful wail of thy troops, O Bhkrata, 
that resembled the roir of the very sea at full ^tide when 
agitated by the winds,** Duryodhana then, O king, addressed ' 
the SOB of Rishya^ringa and 8aid,~ThiB Abhimanyu singly, O 
thou of mighty arms, like a Second Ph&lguna,** routetb from 
rage (my) army like Vritra routing the celestial hent.. 1 M pot 
see any other efficacious medicine for him in barutle** than 
thyself^ O best of JSskakasaa, thac art well-skiAed ir^ every 
aeieiioe. * Therefore, go speedily and slay tbo b^oit^ son of 
8ubhadt& in battle 1 ** As •regards ourselves, tiba^ed by Bhish- 
ma and Drona, we will slay Pkrtha himself ! — ^Tous addressed, 
the mighty and valiant Rcikehada}* speedily went to battle at 
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tiw wmni^, «f tby sm, uttmaft loml mbm like the tlkmiK 
themaalves'ia ^ eeaeon <rf nSu.** And m ei»eeqa«aee of 
that loud noi eft O kiag, the vaat beet df the*nyidBTee teeiB< 
Mod tkeoei^ioat lUie ^ oeeaa adtea a^pMed by the mad.** 
Aad BMDir aombateat% O kiag, twrified by tboM eean, gimg 
ay date life. Ml peoatmte m the eerth.** Filled irith joy and 
takiag op hie bow with anew fixed oa the etta^. aad ap- 
paratly, damaag on the teitaoe of hie eae. that BoMuutt 
prooeed^ agaiaat Abhioianya binwalL** Ibw the aagiy 
Eakakaeti, haviag ia that battJe got Arjium’a eon within reach, 
began to rout hia ranlQB.->efea thoee that stood aot far from 
him.** Indeed, the Ritk$hat»a rosbed ia battle against that 
' mighty F&qdava host which be b^pui to alaogbter, like Vale 
rushing af^nat the celestial host.** Attacked in battle by 
* that iiakskosa of tenrible mien, the slaughter was eery great, 
O sire, that trok placfe amongst those troops.** Szbihitiog his 
prowess, the JB&kahaaa began to toot that vast ferae of the 
F&ddaTas. with thousands of anrowa** Thus slaoghtored by 
that JRctkahaaa of terrible visage, the Findava army fied away 
from excess of^fesr.** Qrindiag that army like an elephant 
griadiag lotus-sMfcs, the mighty it aki fi paa then rushed ia 
battle against the amu of DxaupsdL** Tnmi tbcas great bcw« 
-men. aoocmplidied in %bttag, VM« the seas of Ikranpadi. 
tuabed towa^ the Sskakam in battle lilm flva plaa^ ruah* 
ing^ agaiaat* the Saa.** That be^ of i tdfah o saa then wpo 
afflicted Jbf thoee hrathwa eadned with great mieigy. like 
the Hoon afflicted by the five plaaete oa the awful e e oa ai o a 
of the dhasttiotion of the werid.** Taka tiw migl^y Fi»ti<' 
viadbya quickly i^croed Ae iidhsAoso whh whetted ehaAa 
sharp as batUe>axes aad feniisbed with points oapaiUe of 
peaotmtiBg every armour.** Tberoap<m that foremost of 
MtafMteuafi, *with hia armoar i^oroed thraagh, letfeed like * 
XMw of doads penetrated by the raya of tk« Sob.** Fferasd 
wiffl those ah*^ts famished with getdoh wings, Riehjppm»> 
ga’s aoiy.bkiag. loeksd rasfdendeok liks • me an tfil a adtb 
bhanlc oreat^** ‘nma those five bro«hes% in. tbdt gnatl 
bptle,,|iiiemed that foremost of itaksfesaos with <mnny) whet* 
«d fij^lftt d’ goldoa wuigs.** Pfeiped with those tambfe 
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ahafta refiembling angf'y Alaoii^iisbA, O^kiog.Ibedame 

with rage like the ting of the serf>ento* 

Deeply pieroedt O kieg, within only a few momenta, Q sire^^ 
by those great oar-^arriors, the SSksAam, mucb< aJUiHed,' 
remained senseless for a long whitOi^ Regainiiig his ^pnscdotifik 
ness then, and sweliing threogh rage to twiee his dimenskniSf 
he cut off their arrows and standards and bowa^ And as if 
smiling the while he struck each of them with *five arrows^ 
Then that mighty Rdkshasa and great car* warrior, Aiamvusha,, 
excited with wrath, and as if danbing on the teirace of his 
oar, quickly slew the steeds, and then the charioteers, of those 
five illustrions adversaries of his.^*^^ And burning with rage 
be onoe^more pierced them with sharp arrows of diverse shapes 
by hundreds and thousands.^* Then that wanderer of the 
night, viz., the RdksfioM Alamvusha, having deprived those « 
great bowmen of their cars, rushed impetuo&ly At them, 
wishing to despatch them to Yama’s abode.** ^Beholding them 
(thus) afflicted in battle by that wicked-souled Rdkahasa^Hhe 
sou of Aijuna rushed at him.** Then the battle that took 
place between him and the cannibal resembled that between 
Vitra and Vksava. And the mighty car^warriors of thy army, 
as also of the C&ndavas, all became spectators of that engage^ 
meut.*^ Encountering each other in fierce battle, blazing, 
with wratb> enduedT with great might, and witB eyes red in 
rage,** each beheld the other in that battle to resemble ^he 
fire. And that engagement between them becapie fierce 
and awful like that between Cakra and Camvana in days pf old 
in the battle between the gods and the Amroa/ 

Section CII. 

<<Dhritar&8htra said, — 'How, O Sanjaya, did . Alamwisha 
resist in combat the heroic son of Arjuna smiting many of our 
mighty oar-warriors in battle ?* And how also dfd tha^ slayer 
of hostift heroes, viz., the son of Subhadri, figjit %wlh Rishya-* 
^inga’s%on f Tell me all this m detail, exaerty as* it^ai^H- 
ed in that fight I* What also did Bhima, that foremost .<rf 
oar-w^riorS) and the Miksheua Qhatotkaoha. and Nakula^ add 
[ 47 ] 
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flyudev^ wd.the mighty <Mur-ni|iniiir mid l)himmii>' 

jaya. do with my tooops i<t hiRtle f ifiM aR Khiram^, 
O Ssojaya, foi^.thOa art AiHod 0a iMtraSin) 

"Sm^ya said,— will presefhtly dastililto th«e, O tdiw; 
the awfhlibattlo that took pli^M between tbit ft h ^ e mo a t of the 
HakalhuKsa and the eOa of Sabhadit:* I atill also deseifbe to 
thee the prowess that Atijkma put ferth hi battle, ahd Bfalam* 
seoa tbs son of Ftndo, and Naki^ and Shhalfora; M aKo the 
warrioM of thy army headed by Phiahma and Utrona, all of 
whom fearlessly aohiered wohderfol feats of dlre#se kinds.*^ 
Alamvasha, uttering loud shoots and repeated!^ rearing at 
AUumanyo, rushed impetuously against that migbty ear>war- 
lior in battle, saying,— Ifait, Wait /— Abhimanytt also, re- 
peatedly sdaring like a lion, rushed with as great fores at 
'that mighty bowman, via,, the son of Bishya^ringa, who was 
an imptaeabte foe of the former's shre. Soon then those two 
fecemoet of csr-Varrims, njan and Raksham, on their ears, 
enedhntered each other, like a god and a DSnava. That best 
ef RikahetottB was endued with powers of illusion, white Phil- 
guna's son was pcquainted with celestial weapons.*"** Then 
Abl^manya, O king, pierced Bisb;a9ring’s son in that battle 
with three sharp riiafts and once more with Alamvusha 

also, ezdted with wrath, speedily pierced Abfaiinanyu in the 
ebest with nine shafts like a guide pierring an elephant with 
lKK>|rs.** Then, O Bhirata, that wanderer of the night, endued 
with gresit aetirity, afflicted Aijuna’s son in that combat with 
a thonsand arrows.** Then Abhimanyn, excited with rage, 
pierced that prince of the Bakahams la his wide chest with 
nine gtraight shafts ri great sharpness.** Piercing through his 
body these penetrated into hw vwy ritals. And that best of 
Rak^utaaa, his limbs mangled by them, looked beautiful'* 
like.d motmttdn overgrown with dowering Kinfukaa. Bearing 
those shafts of golden wings on his body, that mighty** prinee 
of Raktha^ ,looked radiant like a nionntaior on fire. Then 
the vindiytivh son of Bishyagringa, inflamed with wrath, cover- 
ed Abhimanyi:{. hho was equal unto Mahendra himsdif, with 
clouds of winged arrows. Those sharp shafts rdsembl ing the 
ro'ds of Yama himself, shot by him,.*.*"** pierced Abfaimaayu 
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md Ant(Mr«d.|ibe iMftb. And .wfliUinijr (be (jpoibNMted 
iM9nii»,4iio( bgr Aqum's eeal;' pi^ffobig 
cBteved the e«^ IShe p)f of SwbiiiiidiA (heo. in th^ ibdfe^ 
with hie atnighli ebefte, ^ddigeC the MUk^mct lA torn pU h«(dc 
«pon the deM, 1U» Qekra eepfdilng m 4^ of 

Xh«t> eoeteber* ^ fiteei- the Bskehmut, tbe>, ihoe t^^leed ai^ 
•troek repeatedly by his edeeisaary. ex^bited Ue great powoie 
of UhwiiMi eaasiag a thiok dariuiess (a set ia. • Then elL the 
oonebataats theee, O king, wese eoveied by that daj'hnpsa**'* 
neither oeuid Abhimanys be seen, ner eenld friendb be die- 
(ingttished from fees in that battle. Abbimaoya, however, 
beholdsag that (hiek M»d awlhl glo<HO,** invoked into existence, 
Oeonef Knm’smee, the blanng solar veapcm. Thereupon,* 
Q king, .the universe wsee more became visible.** i^id thus he 
oeutralised the illusion of that wieked JtaJeahaed. Then tbai^ 
|«ince of men, excited with wrath and endued i^b great 
energy, covered that foremost of BSkakatOat in tlmt battle 
with, many straight shafts. Diverse oj^ber kinds ef illj^ioa 
were ooiyared up there by that J&mkehaga.**'*'' Conversant 
with all weapons, the son of Fjkalguna, however, neutralised 
them all. The Rskahoua then, his illusioiis all destroyecl 
and himself strnck with shafts,** abandoned bis car even there, 
and fled away ia i^eat fear. After that Rak$hasa addicted 
to un&ir fight had Iwen thus vanquished,** the son of Aijuna 
|>egan to grind thy troops ia battle, like a jaice-blind prince 
of wild elephants agitating a lake overgrown with lotul,**l 
Then Bhisbma the son of C&ntanu, beholding lus troops 
routed, covered Subhadra’s sen with a thick sbowecof aifowa** 
Then many mighty car-watriors of the Db&rtar&shtrs army, 
atanding in a ring round that single hero, began to iKrike 
him forcibly with their ^afts.** That hero then, who re- 
aembled his sire in prowess and who was equal to yssu- 
deva in valor and might,**— that foremost of all wielders 
of wagons,— achieved diverse feats in that battle that were 
worthy of both bis sire and maternal uncle.'* Thsn*the hefoio 

^ * » " , 

* The Bengal reading v(inya-ndgen<ira is better than the Bombaj read- 

iAg gfi»dha-ndgendr<L As to ^^juice-blind,"* eide note in p. 341 anU* — ^Ta 
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son, arrived xlT that «pot wherefthe latter vee« elatighteriag 
thy trpope as be eaim aleng.*^ And slimU«dy» O thy 
sire n^ifaviata in that battle appioaebed Bbrlba like MiSm 
approach^g the San*^** Then thy sons, t> momt^ snpport* 
ed by car8»‘ elephants, and steedt, aurrounded Bhidima in 
that battle and protected him from evmy side*** And so 
also^tbe BSUdavaa, O king, elad in mail and sasroanding 
Dhananjiig^ engaged in fieroe battle, O bnll of Bharata's 
race.** l^ea Caradwat’s son (KripaX O king, piereed Aijuna 
who Vas staying in front of Bhisbmn> with five and twenty 
shafcs.*’ Thereupon, like a tiger attacking an ele|diant, 
' Sktyaki, approaching ELripa, piereed him with many whetted 
shafts froxj^ desire of doing what was agreeable to the mn* 
^davas.^* Qoutama in return, excited with wrath, quickly 
pierced t^m oC Maflim's race in the chest with nine arrows 
winged with the feathers of the Kanka bird^^ Otni’s grand-^ 
8on«alBo, excited with, wraib, and forcibly drawing his .bow, 
quickly sped at him an arrow capable of taking bis life.** 
The fiery son of Drona, howeyer, excited with wrath, cut hi 
twain that arroTif as it coursed impetuously towards Eiipa, 
rQsehibliag Indras bolt in effulgence.** Tj^ereupon that 
^foremost of car-warriors, viz., Cini’s grandson, abandoning 
Gautama, rushed in battle towards Drona*^ son like ^ M&hu in 
the firmamejkt against the Moon.** Drona's son, howeveV, O 
'Bharata, cut Shtyaki's bow in twain. After his bow had 
thus been out off, the former began to strike the latter with 
his slmfts.*l« Satyaki then, taking up another bow capable of 
bearing a great strain sfad slaughtering the foe, struck Drona's 
son, king, in the chest and arms with six shafts.** Pierced 
therewith and feeling great pain, for a moment he was de- 
privf4 of h^ senses, and he sat down on the terrace of his 
car, catching hold of his flagstaff.** Begaining his conscious- 
ness then, the valiant son of Drona, excited with rage, afflicted 

-- _ - - — . . . - . 
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In Hlitdu mythology, solar eqlipsM are caused by XUUm'vaitGoapts 
at swallowing the Sun. For R&hu’s enmity to the Sun, t/ide Adi Parvtin, 
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bkn 4»f Trinhm’tt fmee^in wiik ofie kn^ 

7liat «bAft, pkrcing <3iiir» thraugli, efhtered tiie 

earth like n irig%rou« * ynuag- snake eateifog its hole iir 
eeaeon of spring.^* And with another twoad* headed amw» 
3>roiia’a son in that battle eat off the ezeell&iit etfndbrd Of 
Sityaki And baring achieved this feat he utter^ a Iconitie 
roan** And onoe more, O Bhirata, heeovered his advenary 
with a shower of fimne shafts like the clouds, O iGog, covering 
the Sun after snmmer.is past^** Shtyaki also, 0« monarch, 
baffling that arrowy shower, soon covered the son of Drona 
with diveme showers of arrows.** That slayer of Ubstile 
heroes, , t^is .1 the grandson of Cini, freed firom that arrowy 
sboweaitke the Sun from the clouds, began to scorch the son* 
of Drona (with his energy).** Swelling with rago^e mighty 
Satjaki once more covered his foe with A thousand arrows# 
and uttered a loud shout.** Beholding ^Ue A>n Qien thus 
afflicted like the Moon by Maku, the valiant son of Bbara« 
dwija rushed towards the grandi^n of CinL** Desirous, O 
king, of rescuing his son who was afflicted by the Vrishni 
hero, Drona, in that great battle, pierced the latter with a 
shaft of exceeding sharpness.** S&tyaki then, abandoning 
the mighty ca(-warrior A 9 watthkman, pierced Drona himself 
in that battle with twenty arrows of exceeding sharpness.**. 
Soon afte^ that scdrcber of foes and mighty cai^warrior, 

Kuilti s son of immeasurable soul, excited with lyuth, rushed 
iu that battle against Drona.** Then Drona and P^rtha en- 
countered each other in fierce combat like the. planets ViidA(t 
and puhra, O king, in the firmament/ ”*** ’* 


Section CIII. 

“Dhritarishtra said, — ^*How did those bulls pmong >men, 
viz., that great bowman Drona, and Dhananjaya 'the son of 
Pkndu, encounter each other in battle P The wn of Pkndu 
is ever dear to the wise son of Bharadwkja. ^ the '^receptor 
also is ewer dear to Pritha’s • son, O Sanjaya 1 * • Boil^h of- thpse 


VudAa is Venus, and Cidra is Jupiter.— T. 
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lionB. How. fbet^Mfoiw, did 

iKtth Igltting vitlk «Mre •neoiin^ «Mdl <o4ji«r |Bl,lMMii9 f* 

dHdr~'*Ia iMttle SriMW .n«rw «w«wuaw Hbtk* 
as dear ^ lunuMt^ ^Krtba also, ke^pii^*# Kabaladya'a datf 
ia view, tedogateea BOt ia l»aMle Ida KalMti«|a% 

O kiag. aevar aveid eoe aaotber in tMtda. ,Witiiouli sboirii^ 
aay lagatd iBr aae other, thejr fight with aiiaa and taro^keai.* 
la that lykttle, O Bh fi r a t a. Plttha pie|med Dmuia with theee 
a h a fl a. Draaa. however, regarded not those ehafta qbot in 
battle from Pirtha’s bow.* Indeed, Urtha oaee nnore oovered 
the pteoe^toria the fight with a eboaeref amwa. Theeeapoa 
‘ the latter biaaed iq> with wrath like a eoafiagiation ia^ deep 
finest.* ^len, O king. Droaa soon oovmed Aijana in that 
. combat with aaasi^ straight diafts. O Bhirata.* Then king 
Duryodfipna, ^ SMliateh, deqpatehed Safsrmaa fi» taking op 
the wing of Drcaa.* Then the mler of the Trigartae, exmted 
with rage and fbreibl|' drawing his bow, covered Hurtba, O 
king, with a profnsion of arrows furnished with iron beads.** 
Shot by those two warriors, Q king, the shafts looked* beauti- 
ful in Uie welkin like cranes in the autumnal dcy,** Those 
shafts, O lord, renebiag the son of Kuali, ea^pred his body 
,like birds dis^pearing within a tree l^cbog with a load of 
taateful Ccnita** Aijuna then, that finreifiost oi ci^- warriors, 
uttering a Ipud roar in that battle, pierced the ruler of the 
T^ignrtasand bis aon with his sbafta** Fisxx>ed by Pirtba tike 
Death hiaaself at the end of 4he Yvga, they were unwill- 
ing to avoid Partha, resolved as they erere mi laying down 
their Uvea.'* And they shot lowers of arrows at the car 
of iubjuna. Aijuna, however, received those snowy show- 
ers with showers of his own, like a mountain, O monarch, 
receiving a down-pour from the eloads. And the lightness of 
band that we then beheld of ViUtatsu vras exceedingly wonder- 
alone be baffled tiwt unbearable shower of 
arrows ab6pby pany warrion, like the wind al^ae roattming 
myriadB^f^etoads rasfaing upon clouda" And at that feat 
of Krtha, tlie gods and the DB/umvob (assembied these for 
witnessing the fight) were highly gratified. Then, O Bbfirata, 
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etttttgod iHtb the Tr^giartM’ ttnl; beH^, Pb^** *^t, O 
hii^, the V9g0(f^ weapim agaivut iSmt diriinetk 1%ea cMie' 
•- erfatdr thai ^^tidad tliW' ^kie;^ felM mmf tteem teoA 
■ttote down iIm'(1io 8^I«> troops. Thaa l>roBat bebcddfaoig the 
fiWMs Vifgxhfijfi weapoe,**' biiiMelf lAet an nwCol ireaixm eall* 
edthspxtZo. And whaln that wmpon, O taler oC mcoi, wah 
allot \ff Iteona in that hattlSf the wind alwcted and the teni 
qn nrtei h heeuae Oahn.'’ The heroie ton of FinSa, however,, 
nutde the OMSwanSMS of the Trigarta diviaion deatitnte of 
ptoweaa and h<^pai and eonaed them to turn their ' backs oo 
tiie ffeld. Then Dar 3 rodhaoa and that fmmost of ear-wuriors^ 
Kiipo,**^ Mid ▲fwatthiman, and Galya, and Sodakdiina 
tiie rulhr of the fflUnvqfa^ and Yinda and Anuvinda 
Avanti, and V&lhika supported by the YUhikas#* with a 
laree number of cars aurrounded Pirtba on all mdes. And • 

“ ai 

similarly Bhagadatta also, and the migKty Grnt&yush,^ sur- 
itmnded l^ma oa all sides wil^ an elephant ^division. And 
Bbari^ravaSi and Cahia and Suvala's son/ O monarch,** began 
to check the twin sons of Midri with showers of bright and. 
shai^p arrowa Bhishma* however, in that Rattle, supported 
by the sons of Dhiitarlshtra with their troops,** approaching 
Tudhisbtbii^ saivoanded him on all sides. Beholding that 
elephant dimion coming towards him, Prithh's son Vriko-# 
dara,^ possessed of great conn^e, began to lick " the corners 
of his month like a lion in the forest. Then Bhima, t|)at 
foremost of car- warriors, taking up his mace in that great)' 
battle,** quickly jumped down from bis ear and struck (error 
into the hearts of thy i^arrior& Beholding him m^ in hand, 
those elephant-warriors** in that battle carefully surrounded 
Bhimasena on all sides. Stationed in the midst of those 
elephants, the son of Pkndu looked resplendent** like the 
Sdn in the midst of a mighty mass of clouds. Then that foull 
among the sons of P&ndu began with his mace to consume 
that elephant-division** like the wind dispelling aq^ huge 
mass of clouds covering the welkin. Those ^tufiker^, while 
being slaughtered by the mighty Bhimasetna,** , uttered* loud 
cries of woe *like roaring masses of clouds. With diverse* 
Scratobes (on his person) inflicted by those huge animals with* 
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their iaekf^** the mm oC FiitlA l^kjed thMiitifQl the iaM of 
bsule lilMafloweiuiigf«Mft«l)^ SmnogeoiMof theetephente 
hjr their tneks^he deprived them «f tboee>eiiphi».** .WrMMh* 
iog oot the tueln of othere, vith^thoee %arj taeks be a(n<dc 
them on (sheir Create) globes «md foiled them 'fo hettle like 
tile Destroyer himself enned witii bis tod*** ' 'Wfoldiag his 
maee bstbed in gme* end himself be^iett^red with fol end 
men^ fodsineered with Uood* be loaded like JSmIra him> 
Belt** l^os slanghtered by him. the few gigeetio elephenta 
that remeined* ten eway on all stdes^ O king* finishing even 
friendly ranka.** And in oonseqoenoe of those hnge elepbanto 
Seeing away on all sides, Duryodhana’s troops onoe more, O 
' bull fibarata’s taoe, Sed away from the Sold,' "** ** 


SEcnoK CIV. 

“Sanjaya stud, — ^'At npdday, O king, happened a Seroe 
Imthe, fraught with ’great carnage, between Bhishma and 
the Somakaa* Tnat foremost of car-warriors, viz., Qanga’s 
son, began to co^ume the ranks of the Phndavas with keen 
shafts by hundreds and thousands* Thy nre Devavrata be- 
gan to grind those troops like a herd of bulla grinding (with 
'their tread) a heap of paddy sheaves.* . Then Dhrishtadyumna 
and Cikhandin and Yiihta and Drupada, falling upon Bhishma 
in that battle, struck that mighty oar-warrior with numerous 
arrowa* > Bhishma then, having pierced Dhrishtadyumna and 
ViiAtft each with three arrows, sped a long shaft, O Bh&rata, 
at Drupada* Thus pierced in battle by* Bhishma, that grinder 
f^es, those great bowmen became filled with wrath, O king, 
like snakes trod upon (by human feet).* Then Cikhandin 
pierced the grandsire of the Bbaratas (with many shafts). 
Of rfafading glory, Bhishma, however, residing bis foe as 
a female, struck him now* Dhrishtadyumna then, in that 
bal;tle,,bl^hg up with wrath like fire, struek the grandsire 
with tbry^shaf^s in his arms and chest.* And Drupada pierc- 
ed* Kiishma ^tii five and twenty shafts, and Virfcta’ pierced 
him with ten, and Cikhandin with five and twenty.’ Deeply 
pierced (with Chose shafts) he became covered with blood, and 
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looked beauiifiil like a ^^oAms wie^ied , 

Then the ecm of Qangft pierced ia vetiaN^t eiidi of tlifte 
three etcai^ht %afta. * And tiien. O me, he mt off Drepiida^a 
bow with a broad-beaded arrow.^‘ The letter thee, tidtiag op 
another bow, pierced Bhbhma with five ebaftk Apdfiie pieieed 
Bhishma*a cbaiioteet also with three sharp shafts on the field! 
of battle/* Then the five sous of Xbraiipadi, and, the five Kid^ 
kejra brothers, and Sktyaki also of the Sitwata race/* b^ed 
by Yadhishtbira, all nrushed towards QanfdL’s soe, desirous 
of protecting the P&nchklas headed Dhiishtadyupma,^ 
And so all the warriors of thy army also, O king, prepared to 
protect Bhishma, rushed at the head of their troops against^ 
the PSudava host/* Aud then happened there a fierce general 
engagement between thy army of pien, steeds, aii<^ elephants, 
and theirs, that increased the population of Taipa’s kingdom/* 
And car^ warriors falling upon oar-warriois despatched one an- 
other to Yama*s abode. And so mgu and elephant-riders and 
horse-ridcrs, falling upon others (of thdir class),** despa^hed 
them to the other world with straight shafta And here and 
there on the field, O monarch,* cars, deprived of riders and 
charioteers by means of diverse kinds of fierce shafts, yrere 
in that battle dragged on all sides over the field/* Add 
those cars, O king^ caushing laige numbers of men and steeds 
in Uiat battle, were seen to resemble the wind itself (in speed) 
and vapoury edifices in the firmament (for theif picturesque 
forms)/* And many car-warr|ors cased in mail and endued 
with great energy, decked with ear-rings and he^-goars and 
adorned with garlands and bracelets, and resembling the 
children of the celestials, equal to Cakra himself for prawess 
in battle, surpassing Vai 9 ravana in wealth and Vrihaspati in 
intelligence, ruling over extensive territories, and possessed of 
great heroism, O monarch, deprived of their oars, were^seeu 
to run hither and thither like ordinary men.**®"** Huge tuskers 
also, O chief of men, deprived of their skilled ridsra, racT, crush- 

• » 

* In this long sentence I have exactly followedT tjie order of ^he 
original, with 'the exception of the phrase “deprived of their cars" 
which occars as the second word of the 20th verse, — T. 
t 48 ] 
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ms elepiumts lodihig Uke ne^j^Ma liidiidi wd Mring ab^ 
Klee tteidoadi; ;irei« eee# to» roi it d^e(»£Mi&ir of 

their ooale of o^i Aad^ O she^ ^tibkr 
gated eUiilaidi^ tiieir anAieHii with gdideh lilftee, a&d the 
bright kiiieeft(or tiiwvideivX iOAtteted And 

elepl^iitmd^, O Idag, deprived of theii^ elipteiit8» belmg*^ 
teg both to thy amy end th^. were seen to few (on fbel>eiitud 
that ttw(hl)ireea*^ And steede frofii diveree eomteiee, deeked 
with eptuunenta of gold, were eeeft» by hmdtede aad titommd^ 
to ran with the epeed of the wind.^ And hotee-ridete, do* 
prived of their horses, and armed with aworvh, were in that 
battle seen to mn, or made to tint (by otiien assailiDg 
Elephant, tfieeting with a flying elephant in that dread battle, 
fwooeeded, qa^kly ontabittg foot*8o)diere and steeda^* And, 
minilarly,0 king^ thoee prod^ioms creatures emahed many cars 
in that battle^ and cam also eoming npon fldlen steeda^ ernah- 
ed {hem (in their cautoe)^’* And steeds tee, in the prees of 
battle, oruahed many foot-soldiers, O king, (with their hooAX 
And thus, O ino^aieh, they tmshed ene another in diverse 
wayr-t*^ And In that fierce and awful battle there flowed a 
tumble river of bloody current.** And heape of bows obstruct- 
bd its stndgbt course, and the hair (of slsin warriors) formed 
its moss. And (broken) oars formed its lakes, andwrrows its 
^(Kes, And steeds formed its fishes.** And heads (severed 
from trunks) formed its blocks of^stone. And it abounded with 
elephants that fbrmed its crooodilea And coats of mail and 
head-gears formed its froth. And bows (iu the hands of the 
warriors) constituted the of its current, and swords its 

tortoises.** And banners and standards in profusion fmrmed 
the trees on its banka And msrtals constituted its banks 
wbk^ that river eontinuaUy ate away. And it abounded with 

« the Bombay aod the Bengal texte repeat Cfhamsrau in the 
second lin^ of S4tj{i. Tbte ia certainly erroneona The Bartfwaa Pun- 
dita read it fhmarosf. This is correct—T. * 

f In the second line of 30tb, the correct reading RathSi (nom. 
plnral) and not Rothan. So in the first line of 31 at, the word is 
mangm (nom plural) and not tarsspda.— T. 
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omwilwis that fiMnaadT ita «Van«. And ttet atqMMi (^taatead cd* 
swellini^ tli» 0Cdu. witli ito 4 i$elifirig«) iwelteci the pofHtlstiM 
«f Yamm*i$ fcifl|;denL^* Israva <5iiv 

4iS all temx^ O king^a 90Qgbt cnm thab 
river wiUk thf aid mt eaia» riei^aaitaa aad siieadit 'Aat iilayed 
the part of fafte aad heidis.** Aad as the river Yaitaram 
beareth all dlepaeted epiritstowartis the domains^ ef the^Kiag; 
af the Dead, eethat river of Moody eurrent bore away alt 
timid meo deprived <if*tbeir aensee in a ewoon.**^* And the 
Kshatriyae, beheldiag that awful eamage^ all escelaimec^ say* 
ing, — Alas^ through Du/ryodhana^o fault tho Kshatriyao are 
being exUrminaled /•• Whg^ Oh, Dhritardahtra of einful^ 
soul, "deluded hg Md/rice, ha^rhowed twoy for the sone of 
Pandu, who are graoed wUh numerovis virtues /“—Diverse 
exclamations of this kind were heard^ there, ^ made by end 
another, fraught with the praises of the P&ndavas *and een* 
eure of thy sons.^ Hearing then these words uttered by 
all the combatants, thy son Duryodhanaf that offender against 
al 1 ,^‘ addressed Bfaishma and Ihrona and Kripa and CalysT, 
O Bharata, saying, — Fight ye * without boastfulness ! Why 
tarry ye at all ?*• — ^Then the battle was resumed between# the 
Kurus and thw Ptndavas, that fierce battle, O king, caused 
by the matoh at dipe vand marked by an awful slaughter.^* 
Thou befaeldest now, O son of Yichitravir3ra, the dread fruit 
of that rejection by tbee <of the counsels of\hy frieifdB% 
though warned ^(ainst it by many illustrious pefisons !*** 
Neither the sons of Pindu, O king, nor their trooj^, nor they 
that follow them, nor *the Kauravas, show the least regard for 
their lives in battle,^ For this reason, O tiger among men, a 
dreadful destruction of kinsmen is taking place, caused either 
by Destiny or by thy evil policy, O king ”*• 

Section CV, 

"Sanjaya said, — 'O tiger among men, Aijnna^jsent those 
Kshatrifas that followed Su^arman, to the abdde^of the King 


* "k have expanded the original a little to make tho sense clear. — T. 
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'•r the Itoed ^ aM«n« ef Ue {l^etteft elMlle.% fhi^hni^ 
howeyer, in (Antt hM^ p ie>tfe d « lto hh‘eriA Me ehatlbi. . Aaii 
he pieteeci yfewkwe «ith eeyeMv'i nhd< jQflhiait enee aoi* 
with niae tha^* C9tedtht{i; thee* iheft* hf anene ef hte 
•nrowy tfp yf ew , that mighty tef^wariielr. v«%» tiw eon ef 
India, deapaiehad Sn^iman** ttoops ante Tatea't aheda^ 
ihi^Mqf eer>wanriom, while betng alaaghtaihd hy Itrtha 
in hatlle he if by Death hlmaelf at the end of the Tmgm, 
all fled away itaai fi«3dt O kiiqi, etraok with panks.* Some 
abaadooiog ^Mii* eteeda, somh abandoning, O aire, their oava, 
and othera tbbir etephanta, fled away ia all diieotSona.* Othen, 
^taking with them Ulehr horaaa, elephanta, and oara, fled aw^r, O 
king, with great apaed.* Foot^aoldiaib, in that dieadihl'battlek 
ahfowing fltide tiieir weapona, and without any regard fbr one 
'another, fled ^way hither and tiuther.* llion^ forbidden by 
8 a 9 ama& the taler o^ Uie IVigartaa, and by oUter Ibremost 
of kinge, they stayed not yet in battle.* Beholding that host 
rout)^ thy aon Doryddhana himself at the head of the whole 
anny and with Bhiahma ahead,* attaolred Dbananjaya with 
all bis vigor, fl>r«tbo sake, O hing, of (protecting) the life of 
the .taler of the Trigartaa.'* Alone he stayed in battle, 
adattering diverse kinds of attowa sapported by all hia 
brothers. The rest of the tnen idl flod , away.** Similarly, 
the nndavas, O king, dad in mail and with ali their vigor, 
prooeeded, fl>r the sake of Phhlg^na, to the spot where Bhish- 
ma wan't Althdugh acquainted with the awful prowoes, in 
battlot of tl)e wielder of 09ndiva, these yet prooeeded with 
loud cries ami gicat braveiy to the spot where Bhishma was 
and surrouaded him on all stdes.** Then the palmyra'banner- 
ed hero covered the FhndaVa army, ia that battle, with hia 
straight shafta'* The Sun bad reached the meridian, the 
Kaa^avas,. O king, fought with the Plndavas in one oonfdsed 
mass.** The heroic S&tyaki, havii^ pierced Kritavarman 
with five arrows, stayed in battle, scattering his anows by 
thousands.*.*'' Jfud so king Dhipada also, having pierc^ Drona 
with many whetted ifliafta, once more pierced him with seventy 
shafts and his chai|dii^ with nine.** Bhimasena also, having 
pierced his great grandsire king Vkiliika, uttered a loud' roar 
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Ufce ia fcb« 

ilgr OhitwaM #itli mtimf ^teeply yCTaed * Ohilwia<t a# 

kk tbe (d^eat viib tbSM aaroira.” Bngi^^: .»|tk eMtu oUiMr 
in bnttldt tboae iwo^kremolM of mm looked reaplendeot oa 
the field Ulce ^ephuiete V^ras^Mid MSntnru, O kifgr in the 
Brnnaneat.*^ Then that slayer of foe% vis^ the eoa of 8«i> 
Uiadit» having elain lua antagoniet’e stefde a&d dunioteer wtUt 
wneanrowB, uttered a loud shoot.** hereupon tha|^ nt^hty 
ear'anmor, (vts., Ohitrasena,) quickly jumping 'down firom 
tiiat oar whose steeds had been slain, mounted O king^ without 
delay, the oar of Durmukha.** The valiant Drooa, piercing 
Dropada with many strai^t shafts, quickly pieroed the latter's 
eharidteer also.** Then, O king, Dmpada, thus afSieted at* 
the head of his troops, retreated by the aid of bis fieet steetb, 
recolleetiDg the hostility that existed from da^s of old (be« 
tween himself and Drona).** Bhimaseim, within a* moment, 
deprived king V&lhika of his stq^ds, car, and charioteer, in 
the very sight of all the troops.** J'dlen into a situatlbn of 
great danger and with fear in bis heart, O king, Valhika, 
that best of men, jumping dowit from that ,vebiole,** quickly 
mounted upon the car of Laksbmana in that battle. Sfi^aki, 
having checked Eritavarman in that dreadful battle,*^ fell 
upon the grandsire^and rained on him shafts of diverse kinda^ 
Piegrcing vthe grandsire with sixty whetted Gaffes winged 
with feathers,** he seemed to dance on bis oarf sbakiag^ his 
large bow. The grandsire th^n hurled at him a mighty dart 
made of iron,** decked with gold, endaed with great vekunty, 
and beautuful as a daughter of the N&gas. Balding that 
kresistibte dart, resemhiing Death himself, eoutsing tqynurds ' 
him,** that illustrious warrior of the Vriahni race baffled it 
hy the oelmity of his movements. Thereupon that fiene 
dart, unable to readi him of the YriAni race,** felj doWn cm 
the earth like a large meteor of blazing splendour. Then he 

of Vrisbni’s race, O king, taking up with a ^im hand, his 

: 

* "nSa U differently read iq tbs Bombay edition,, I t&lopt the Ben* 

gal reading, which ia better.— T. 

><Ldt. “reached him with shafts &c.”— T. 
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own dftrt of «f^lgeaoe.i6ttrledi*’it iHk Him <Mur of the 

gntadaire. ' Ti^ dorti Iratled iv.<lMt<dMiiilhl wiUt Hm 

■trengtii of Gfttjrnhi^ nraa,***** oonned ki|»«lhond 7 .Ufc«. the 
fiMio] ni|^ooinemgei>ee<fil]r**wudenj(^<VMalMd>^ aen. As it 
ooimed, %ewe«ai^ townrda hnn with fgiM faeoBf Bhubaui eat 
it in tweai, O Bhomte,** with wemipie of harae*shQe4ieeded 
arrom of fcerai-od|cek «nd tharea|Mii it fell down on tite Cfarth. 
Having ^nt that dart, that giindor of foee, «ia, Qang^h era, 
ezcated with wfaA and emiling the while, strnek Shtyahi in 
the chest wi& nine nrrowa Then the Pindava warriora O 
elder brother of Ptndn, ndth their eere, elephants, and 
steeds,*** * ^* sntronnded Bfaiehma in that battle, for the sake 
‘ of rescuing him of Uadhn’e race. Then oommenoed again a 
fierce battle, miAing the hair to stand ra end, between the 
jnUidavas and the Karas both of whom were desicons of 
victoty.”l>* 


Section CVI. 

“Sanjaya saic^— ‘‘Beholding Bhishma excited with wrath 
in battle, snrronnded on all sides by the Pfindavas like the 
San in the firmament, O king, by the clonds at the end of 
summer,* Duryodhana, O monarch, addsessed DusQksana, say> 
ing,— This h^ic and great bowman Bhishma, thisfolayer of 
herpes,* hath, O bnll of Bharata’s race, been snrronnded on 
all ndes by the brave P&ndavas., It is thy duty, O hero, to 
protect that illnstrioas rae !* l^teeted by us in battle, our 
grandsire Bhishma will slay all the Pinchfilas along with the 
Pln<]avaa* The protection of Bfaidima, Bmefore, is, I think, 
onr highest dnty, for this great bowman of high vows, viz., 
Bhishma, is onr prafeetor in retnnt t* Therefore, surroanding 
the^g^andsire with alt onr feoops, do thou protect him, who al> 

* Bo^ the ]Bes|[sl and the Bombay printed tozto are in (anlt re- 

garding tbe^jieaB pSaUbipizrvaJa, The Bombay text makes St a nom. 

plofal. < nie benga/. text makes it an acensative eingnlar. There can 

be no doiibt thkt the Bnrdwan Pnndits are right in, taking it as a 

vocative. — T. 
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nlwys adiidvetli tbe tdo^ in little i^^^hus 

ailitefladd Dut^odhani^ thy surrmndifig 

Bhishtutt . huge ftHrea took np fai» 

position.^ fl^en Suirala’o «on Oakaoi, rwith httadfsqpb and:^ 
thoosaads of h9f9emea«liftyii!ig blight apeats and si^rda and 
laiieea m haad,^ and who formed a prohd^ well*dra8aed, and 
strong body bearing standards, and who were mingled with 
excellent foot'^soldiera that were all weU*tiained and skilled in 
battle,* began to check Naknla, and Sabadeva, and •Tndhish- 
tbira the son of Pkndu, surrounding those foremost of men 
on all sidea*^ Then king Dnryodhana despatched ten ftiou* 
sand (other) brave horsemen for resisting the IUndavas.'^ 
When these rushed, like so many Garudas, towards the enemy * 
with great impetuosity, the earth, O king, struck erith their 
horses hoofs, trembled and uttered a loud noise.** And the* 
loud clatter of their hoofs was heard Resembling the noise 
made by a large forest, in conflagration, of bamltoos on a moun« 
tain/* And as these dashed over the field, there rose a cioud 
of dust, which rising to the welkin shrouded the very Sun/*. 
And in consequence of those impetuous steeds, the Panda va 
army was agitated like a large lake with a flight oC swans 
suddenly alighting on its bosom/* And in consequence cf 
their neighing, nothing else could be beard there. Then king. 
Tudhisbthjira, and the two sons of Pandu by Mallri/* quickly 
checlced the charge of those horsemen in battle, like the .Cj>n* 
tioent, O king, bearing the force, at full tide, of tjie surg/ 
ing sea swollen with the waters of the rainy season. ^Then 
those (three) car-waifiors, O monarch, with th^ir straight 
shafts,***^* out off the heads of those ^orse-ridera. Slain by 
those strong bowmen, they fell down, O king, ( on the 
earth),*** like mighty elephants tumbling into mountain 
caye% slain by huge compeers. Indeed, coursing all oveis the 
field, those warriors (of the Pandava arn^) cut off the heads 
of those cavalry^soldiers with sharp bearded dartfiTand ^trai^fat 

shafts. Struck with swords, those horsemen, P bu^ of Bha- 

• 

— , 1 — 

• In the hrsl line of 19th occurs, in all the texts, a superfluous 
word fffrma, — T. 
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raWd raoe,*^”’ suffered their ]^eada lUi» laU trees 

dropping their fruita AU over the field, O kiug, steeds aleag 
with jheir riders were seen fallen or fslUng, Vtoprived of We. 
And while being (thus) slaughtered, the effaeted wiUi 

panic, away like smaller animals desirous of saving 
their lives at sight of the lion. And the Plndaras, O Mug, 
having vanquished their foes in that great battle,*^ blew their 
ooncbs imd heat their druma Then Duryodhana, filled i^rith 
grief on seeing his troops vanquished/* addressed the ruler 
of the Madras, O chief of the Bbkratas, and said,*— There, the 
eldest son of Pandu, accompanied by the twins in battle,** 
in thy very sight, O thou of mighty arma routeth our troops, 
O lord ! O mighty-armed one, resist him like the oontinent 
resisting the ocean I*^ Thou art exceedingly well-known as 
, possessed of might and prowess that are irresistible ! — Hear- 
ing these wor^s of thy son, the valiant Calya** proceeded with 
a large body df cars to the spot where Yudhisbthira was, 
The»*eupon the son of Phndu began to resist in battle that 
.large host of Calya rushing impetuously towards him with 
the force of a mighty wave.' And that mighty car- warrior, 
viz., king Tudhishthira the just, in that battle quickly pierc- 
ed the ruler of the Madras in the centre of the /^hest with ten 
.shafts. And Nakula and Sahadeva ^uck him with seven 
straight shafts.*®^** The ruler of the M^dra.. then |truckeach 
of , them with three arrows. * d once more be pierced Yu- 
dhishthifa with sixty sharp-pointed arrowa** And excited with 
wrath he struck, each of the sons of Midri also with two shafta 
Then that \*anquisher of foes, the mighty-armnd Bbima, be- 
holding the king, in tbkt great battle, staying within reach of 
Galya’s car as if within the very jaws of Death, quickly pro- 
ceeded to Yudhishthira’s side.***** Then when the Sun, hav^ 
ing passed the meridian, was sinking, there oommenced a fierce 
and terrible battle (on that part of the. field)/ "** 

L 

Section CVn. 

"Saiyaya mid, — ‘Then tby sire, excited vitb ■ wrath, began 
to strike the P&rthas and their troops all around, with exoel» 

/ 
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diufts of greol/ abirpfieso^ bo pi0roe4 Bfaimo mth 
%wAr9 obftfta, and S&tyaki with And barinK^ pierood 

Nakttia with thfoe sh^Mka, be pierced Sahadera with go von.* 
And be pierced Ya4hiahi4iira in the bring and the cboit with 
twelve shafts. . And piercing Ohrisbtadyomna . iRso, that 
mighty warri^ uttered a loud roar.* Him Nakula pierced 
(in return) with twelve shafts, and j^tyaki with ^three. ^And 
Bhrishtadyumna pierced him with seventy shafts, and Bhima* 
eena with seven.* And*Tudhi8tfaira pierced the grsTadsire in 
return with twelve shafts. Drona (on the other band), having 
pierced S&tyaki, pierced Bhimasena next.* And be pierced 
each of them with five sharp shafts, each of which resembled 
the rod of Death. SSaeh of those two, however, pierced Drona» 
that bull among Brbhmanas, in return, with threw straight 
shafta The Sauviras, the Kitavas, the Eastern^, the West-* 
emers, the Northerners, the M&lavas,**^ the AbbishShas, the 
Gurasenas, the Civis, and the VasSXis, did not avoid Bhishma 
in battle although they were incessantly Islaugbtered by lim 
with sharp shafts.* And similarly kings coming from diverse* 
countries and armed with divefse weapons,* approached the 
Fbndavas (without seeking to avoid them in battle).* And 
the P&ndavas, O king, surrounded the grandsire on all sides. 
Surrounded on all sjdes, yet unvanquished by that large body* 
of cajrs,^* Bbishma blazed up like a fire in the midst of a forest, 
and consumed his foea His ear was his fire-cbambbr ; his^bnw* 
constituted the fiames (of that jire) ; swords, darts, and maceSi 
constituted the fuel his shafts were the sparks (of that*fire); 
and Bhishma was himself the fire that consumed the foremost 
of Kshatriyas. Indeed, with shafts furnished with golden 
wings and vulturine feathers and endued with great energy,^* 
with barbed arrows, and n^ikas, and long shafts, he covered 
the hostile host. And he felled elephants and car-i^arriorsfalso 
with his sharp shafts.^* And he made that large body of cars 
resemble a forest 6f palmyras shorn of their Ieaf 3 ^bc 9 ds* And 
that mig£ty-armed warrioi:, that foremost of*aU*yfelder8 of 
weapons, O king, deprived -cars and elepbanCs and steeds of 
their riders in*that conflict. And hearing the twang of his 
bowstring and the noise of his palms, loud as the roar of the* 

[ 49 ] 
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thunder, a 11 the iroope tremWed^O Bhtbratft. Tbe Bhafbe isf 
thy sire, O bull of Bhurata^s rae^ toM ou the foe.*^^ Indeed^ 
shot firom Byshmah bow they did not stride the coats of 
mail only (but pietoed them throtigh>. dtud we behdd, O 
king, mai$y -cars destitute of their brave ridera dragged over 
tire field of battle, O monarch, by the fleet steeds yoked unto 
thena Fourteen thousand car-warriors, belonging to the 
Chedis, the K^is, and the Karusbas, of great celebrity and 
noble parentage, prepared to lay down their lives, unretreating 
from^the field, and owning excellent standards decked with 
gold/^'^’ having met with Bhishma in battle who resembled the 
^ Destroyer himself with wide-open mouth, all went to the other 
world along with their cars, steeds, and elephanta**^ Ahd we 
beheld thSre, O king, cars by hundreds and thousands, some 
'with their Alc^kaa and bottoms broken, and some, O Bhirata, 
with broken wl^els.*^ And the earth was strewn with cars 
broken along with their «wooden fences, with the prostrate 
forms of car- warriors,' with shafts, with beautiful but broken 
coats of mail, with axes, O monarch ; with maces and short 
arrows and shary shafts, with bottoms of cars, with quitters 
and broken wheels, O sire, with innumerable bows and sciini- 
t*ars and heads decked with ear-rings ; with leathern fences 
*and gloves and overthrown standards, and with bows broken 
in various parts. And elephants, O king, destitute of riders, 
,anfl 'slain horsemen, lay prostrate on the field by hundreds 
and thousands, Triose heroic warriors (of the Pktidava army), 
notwithstanding all their efforts, could not rally those car- 
warriors, who, afflicted^ by the shafts of Bhishma, were fly- 
ing way from the field. Indeed, O king, that mighty host, 
while being slaughtered by Bhisbrna endued with energy 
equal to that of Indra himself,®*“®^ broke so completely that 
nc two persons fled together. With its cars, elephants, and 
steeds overthrown, and with its standards lai^i low in profu- 
sion,**'' the^ array of the sons of Panda, deprived of its senses, 
uttered loud exclamations of woe. And at that time, ^ sire slew 

‘ i, . ' 

* The last half 6t the second line of 28th is read incorrectly in the 
Bengal texts.— T. 
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ncmr Bud Moni slew sire,*® And ideod stio^ote de^r friend, imjpeUed 
l|y Jskte, Ami many oombAtants of the P&ndava ^my» tblrowr 
in^ aside, their* arinour>®^ were sfeen flying in all diri^ctiona 
with dishevelled hair. Indeed^ the F^ndava troops looked likw 
bulls running wild ia fear, and* no longer restraiqpd by the 
yoke.*^ Indeed,,, loud were the e&clamations wo beards of woe 
that they uttered ! 

“ ‘Then that delighter of the Y&davas, beholding the “Pin-* 
dava army breaking,®® reined the excellent car (that, he guid«- 
0d), and addressing Vibhatsu the son of Pritha, said, — ^That 
hour is come, O Partha, which thou hadst hoped for 1®® Strike 
now, O tiger among men, or thou wilt be deprived of thy 
senses ! Formerly, O hero, thou saidst, O Partha, in that con-* 
clave of kings in Virkta’s city, in the presence also of Sanjaya, 
these words : — I will slay aU the warriors of Dhritard8hira\ 
son, all of them with their followers,* including mBhishnia 
und Drona, that wovld fight witl^ me in battle / — O son of 
Kunti, O chastiser of foes, make those sirords of thine Itue 1 
Remembering the duty of a Eshatriya, fight, without any 
anxiety ! — Thus addressed by Vasudeva, Arjj^na hung down 
bis head and looked askance at And Vibhat8u.re^lied 

very unwillingly, saying, — To acquire sovereignty with hell hi 
the end, having slain ^hose who should not be slain, ^ or the 
woes of as exilo in the woods, — (these arc the alternatives) ! 
Which of these should I achieve ? Urge the steeds, O Z&iihi- 
ke 9 a, I will do thy bidding 1®® I will overthrow tiie Kuril 
grandsire Bhishraa, that invincible warrior.! — Thus asked, 
Madbava urged those bteeds of a silvery hue,^® To the spot 
where Bbishma, incapable of being looked at like the^Sua 
himself, was staying. Then that largo host of Yudhishthira 
rallied and canjo again to the fight, beholding the mighty- 
armed Partha proceeding for an encounter with, Bhishma. 
Then Bbishma, that foremost one among the Kurus, repeated- 
ly roared like sif^’lion/* And he soon covered^*phai:\^njajas 
car with*a shower of arrows. Within a trice thaC aar of hia, 
with its steeds and charioteer,*® became entirely irivisiblc*in 
consequence 8f that thick shower of arrows. Vasudeva, how- 
ever,., without fear, mustering patience, and endued with 
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gTMt tlMie nraAgM idth BhklMtta'ii 

taking bii wlMial In»w of tipang 
Intlii i« tha tmt nf ^ dditdt;^ eaiiae^ Mdliiiiia^. bow to 
drd^ flrooi bis haikd% oattbig it (into fragttMti> bgr wtmm of 
bki riiarjptlli(ifta Tboit thy rirti the Kom lie|«i» wboee bow 
bed thee beim eht off, etringed another lirge bow witiifa the 
twinkling of jkhe eye. Aijona, however^ einited wi^ wmHb^ 
ont liiat JMsiw ako of bia^^ The son of Ctutiiiii afiplaiided 
that llgbtbeai it>f hand displayed bjr Aijiiiia» eayiiig,~WU 2 
done. WM done, O mighty^0^rmed one f WM done, O eon 
(of Kwnti f^-^Harintr addteeeed him thna Bhishma took up 
haotber beantifol bow in that battle^ and ebot inany anowe nt 
'Pirtha’e oar^** And Tleudeva showed great skill in 
mam^emcnt of steeds, for, displaying the oireling motion he 
•baffled all those akrows (of Bhishma).** Mangled with the 
axtoWB of 'BhiAtna, tkose two tigers among men looked beauti- 
ful like two angry bulls parked with soratches oi horna** 
Tfaeb that stayer of hostile heroes, wis., the mighty-armed 
Yisudera of l^hu’i race, beholding that Firtba was fighting 
mildly and that ^hishraa was' incessantly eoattering his arrowy 
shopers in battle, that, stationed between the two hosts, 
the latter was scorching ererything like the* Sun himself, 
nmitittg down the foremost of Yudhishthirf^s combatants, and, 
in foot, achieving feats on Yndhishthira's army like^unto what 
bappeneth at the end of the Tuga, could not any longer bear 
It.**"** Abandoning then, O silp, Pbrtha’s steeds that looked 
like silver, and filled with wrath, that great lord of Fo^cs powers 
jumped down from that great car.** Repeatedly roaring like 
' n Hqp, the mighty Krishna of great energy and imm^mura- 
ble splendour, the Lord of the Universe, with eyes red as 
copper from rage, and hiving his bare arms alone for bis 
weapons, jriished towards Bhishma, whip in hand, dericous of 
skying him, and seeming to split the universp itself with hts 
tr^id,*4r**^ jBfbolding Midhava in the vioiiiity of Bhishma 
and abottt WA upon him in that furious battle, the^besrts of 
an the omhhatants seemed to be in a Btupor.*^**~B&isAma 
is ji^vjkrn^ is s^in /—these loud exclamations were 
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hflitrd fchtfe, O king, ctaaai the fieur isj^iDed by VamdAra.** 
Bobed ia 3 rril 0 w sUk, ud himself dark a* tive leufvl4» 

Janirddana. wfim he* pursued Bbishuta, looked beautifid M # 
mam of olouds chained wtdi lighfeidi^.** Like a tum^towaizda 
aa elepiukat, or the leader of a boeiae herd upou aao|ber Ida 
apeioet, that bull of Uadhu’s race, with a loud roar, in^wtu* 
audy rushed towards Bfaishma.** Bdioldiug him^ of eyes like 
lotus petals (thus) rushing towards him in that battle,^ Bbuhma 
began to feaslesdy draw his large bow.** And witlaa fearless 
heart he addressed Qovinda, saying, -«>Come, come, O thou of 
eyes like lotus petals ! O God of the gods, I bow to tBee !*• 
O best of the Sfttwatas, throw me down today in this great 
batdb I O god, slain by thee in battle, O sinless one,** great* 
will be the good done to me, O Kriahna, in every j^peot in 
the world ! Amongst all in the three worlds, great is th$ 
honor done to me toddy in battle, O (AvindaV* Strike me 
as thou pleasest, for I am thy sl^ve, O sinl^s one 1— -Mean- 
while, the mighty-armed Partba, quiokly following fiefava 
behind,** seized him by encircling him with his two arms. 
That best of male beings, viz:, Krishna, oj eyes like lotus 
petals, seized by F&rtha,** still proceeded with great> f^ed, 
bearing the latter away with him. The mighty Partba, that 
elaj’er of hostile beqpes, however, forcibly catching hold of 
his 1^8,*i stopped Hrishikeqa with great difficulty at the tenth 
step. Then Arjuna, his dear Mend, filled with «orrow,.^ec- 
tionately addressed Ke^ava, \;ho was then sighing like a snake 
and whose eyes were troubled in wrath, saying, — O tj^ou of 
mighty arms, stop ! *0 Ke^ava, it behoveth thee not to make 
those words false which thou badst spoken before, viz., I will • 
not flight ! — O Midhava, people will say that thou art a • 
liar !**■” All this burthen resteth upon me ! I will slay the 
gnmdsire ! I swear, O Ke 9 ava, by my weapons^ by •{rath, 
and by my good deeds,” that, O slayer of foes, I will do all by 
whidi the destruction of my foes may be achieved !, Behold 
this vejy day that invincible and mighty car-vfl^w ^in the 
act of being thrown dowa by me,** with t&e«greates*t ease, 
like the creroent moon at tiio end of the Yuga (when the 
destruction of the universe comes) !— Mfidhava, however, hear- 
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ing these words of the high^uftd Ph&lgimOy*^ spoke ootig 
word; but in anger otioe more monnted upon the oar. And 
then upon those two tigers lEumHig in^> wheh, stationed on 
their oar^ Bhishma the son oi G&ntanu* once mere’* pouted his 
arrowy showers like the clouds pouring ram upon the mount** 
ain-inreast* Thy sire Deravrata took the livefi ef the (hostile) 
warriors’* like the Sun sucking with his rays the eimrgies 
of air things during sitmtner. As the Pkndams bed been 
breaking the ranks of the Kurus in battle,” so thy sire broke 
the Pindava ranks in battle. And the routed soldiers, hopo^ 
less and heartless,” slaughtered in hundreds and thousands by 
Bhishma, were unable to even look at him in that battle,-*^him 
Vho resembled the midday Sun biasing in bis own splendour ! 
Indeed, tbo Pandaras, aflfticted with fear, timidly gazed at 
Bhishma who was then achieving superhuman feats in that 
battle. And tfie Pknaava troops, thus fleeing away, O Bhk- 
rata,”^^ failed £b find a projector, like a herd of kine sunk in 
a sloflgh, or like a shoal of ants while being trod down by a 
strong person.** Indeed, the PEudavas could not, O Bhinrata^ 
look at that mighty car-warrior incapable of being shaken, 
who,^ fusuishcd with a profusion of shafts, was scorching the 
kings (in the Pandava army), and who in consequence of 
those shafts looked like the blazing Sun ^bedding his fiery 
raya** And white he was thus grinding the Pindawa army, 
the ^bousand^rayed maker ef day repaired to the setting hills, 
and the taoops, worn with fatiguo, set their hearts on with- 
drawal(from the‘field).'^'** 


sectiok cvni. 

‘‘Sanjaya said,— ‘While they were battling, the Sun set, O 
Bharata, and there came the dread hour of twilight and the 
battle could no longer be soon.^ Then king: Yudhishthira, 
aeing thpt twiljght had come and that his own iroops, slaught-* 
ered by BbesHmi^ had thrown aside their weapons, and that, 
strick^ and turned off the field, they were seeking 

to fly away, mud beholding Bhishma also, that ‘mighty car- 
warrior, excited with wrath and afflicting everybody iu*^ tho 
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atid noticing that the iBigfai^ oAf^wamors of iiie Soma- 
kas, having keen van^uisheck had all become ohernri^, re- 
flected a. little, *aiid then ordered the troope to be withduawn.*^ 
Then king Yudhishthira withdrew his forces, *And pimiUrly, 
the withdrawal of thy forces also took place at the spme tiine«* 
Then those mighty car- warriors, O chief of the Kuma, having 
withdrawn their forces, entered their tents, themselves man- 
gled in battle.* Afflicted by the shafts of Bhi^ma and re- 
flecting upon that hero^ feats in battle, the Fandavas obtain- 
ed no peace of mind.^ Bhishma also, having vanquished the 
PAudavas and the Srinjayas in battle^ was worshipped iTy thy 
sons and glorified by them, O Bharata.* Accompanied by the 
rejoicing Kurus, he then entered his tent. Night then sef 
in, that deprives all creatures of their senses.* Th^ in that 
fierce hour of night, the Pandavas, ^he Vrishnis, and thp 
invincible Srinjayas sat down for a consultation.^*^ All those 
mighty persons, skilled in arriving^ at conclulions in council, 
coolly deliberated about that which was beneficial for* them 
in view of their immediate circumstances.^^ Then king Yu- 
dhishthira, having reflected fora long while^ said these words, 
casting bis eyes on VAsudeva ;** — Behold, O Kri^na, the * 
bigh-souled iBhishma of fierce prowess ! He crushetfi <ny * 
troops like an elep]^ant crushing a forest of reeds Wo 

dare not ^ven look at that high-soulod warrior* Like a rag- 
ing confiagration he Ucketh up my troops The y^iant 
Bhishma of keen weapons, when excited with wratl^ in battle 
and bow in hand shooting his shafts, bccometh as fierce^ as the 
mighty Ndga Takshaka of virulent poison ! *T[ndeed, the 
angry Yama is capable of being vanquished, or even the chief® 
of the celestials armed with the thunder,**"^* or Varuna himself, 
noose in hand, or the Lord of the Takshas armed with mace ! 
But Bhishma, excited with wrath, is incapable ef^being* van- 
quished in bat^e When this is the case, O Krishna, f am, 
through the ^akness of my understanding, jp|luiig^d in an 
ocean of grief, having got Bhishma (as a /oe) battle !*• 

I will retire into the woods, O invincible one ► exile there 
would be for my benefit. Battle, O Krishna, I no longer de- 
sired Bhishma slaycth us always 1“ As an insect, by rushhig 
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into a blazing fire, meeteth only ynth death* aa#ii eo do I niih 
upon Bhtehhta P In putting fierth prowW O thm of Vmbni’e 
»oe, fcf the sake of my kingdom* I am* alas* lad^ to destruetion t 
My*biavp brothers have all been exoaedifigly afflioted with 
arrows 1*^ « In oonsequence of the affec^on th^ hem to 
myself their (eldest) brother* they had to go into the 
woods* deprived of kingdom ( For myself alone* O slayer of 
lladhu* hath CrishnE been sunk into such distress !** I re- 
gard life to be of high value. Indeed* even life now eeemeth to 
be difficult of being saved. (If I can save that life), its later 
remnut will I pass in the practice of excellent virtue !** If* 
with my brothers, O Kecava, I am worthy of thy favor, tdl 
)ne, O Krishna, what is for my benefit, without contravening 
the dutiefi^f my order !*^~Hearing these words of his, many 
Ond (describing the skuation) in detail, Krishna, from com* 
passion, a^id t^ese words in reply, for comforting Tudhisb* 
thira,** — -O son &f Dharma, p thou that art firm in truth, do 
thou %)ot indulge in serrow, thou that hast these invincible 
heroes, these slayers of foes, for thy brothers Arjuna and 
Bhimasena are eaph endued with the energy of the Wind and 

the Fire. The twin sons of Mkdri also are each as valiant as 
« 

the Chief of the celestials himself.*^ From the <»good under- 
standing that exists between us, do thou ,^t me also to this 
task I Even 1, O son of PEndo, will fight with Bhishma ! 
Dirtied by t&ee, O great king, what is there that I may not 
do in great battle Challenging that bull among men, viz,, 
Bhishma, I will slay him in battle, in the very sight of the 
Dhkrtarkshtras, if PhElguna doth not wish to slay him 
If, O^son of Panda, thou seest victory to bo certain on the 
slaughter of the heroic Bhishma, even I, on a single car, will 
slay that aged grandsire of the Kurus St^old, O king* 
my piowes^, \^qual to that of the great Indra, in battle ! I 
will overthrow from his car that warrior who always shootetb 
fnighty ^weapops !** He that is an enemy the sons of 
PEndu, without %doubt, is my enemy also ! They that are 
yours are mip^ End so they that aramine are yours !• Thy 
brother (Arjuna) is my friend, relative, and disciple. I will, 
0«king, cut off my own flesh and give it away for the sake of 



^A«TA.] wIvA* 398 

Jbjtma Aiid thi^ t^er at^ong m^ti also eau, laj( dojerii faia 
life for my sake I O .sire, even this is our understaniting* vfe* 
that we will protect each other Therefore, .commaild xjie, 

0 king, in lirhat vrsfy I am to hght ! Formerly, at ITjpaplavya, 
Partha had, iu the presence of nlany persons, vowed,* saying, ~ 

1 will iday th» 9 on of &an^S.~These words of the intelligent 
Pftrtha should be observed (in practice). Ind^d, if Partha 
requests me, without doubt I will fulBl that vow* Gr, let it 
6fe the task of PhkIgunA himself in battle. It is hot heavy 
for him.’* He will slay Bhishma, that subjugator of hpstilef 
oitiea If excited in battle, Partha can achieve feats that 
are incapable of being achieved by others.®* Arjtina can slay, 
in bat'tle the very gods * exerting themselves actively, along 
with the Daily as and the Detnavas \ What need Ife said of 
Bhishma, therefore, O king ?•• Endue<^ with ^eat energy,* 
Bhishma the son of C&ntanu is now of perverted ^dgment. 
Of intelligence decayed, and of liitle sense, without doubt^ 
he knoweth not what he should do !** — * 

“‘Hearing these words of Krishna, Tudhishthira said,—’ 
It is even so, O thou of mighty arms, even as* thou sayest, O 
thou of Madhu'^s race ! All these together are no£ com- 
petent to bear^hy force !** I am sure of always having what- 
ever I desire, when,. 0«tiger among men, I have ^thyself stay-* 
ing qp my%ide.** O foremost of victorious persons, I would 
conquer the very gods with Indra at their head, whefi,*0» 
Govinda, I have thee for my protector! What need I say, 
therefore, of Bhishma though he is a mighty* cajjwarrior 
But, O Krishna, I dare not, for my oyn glorification, falsify 
thy words ! Therefore, O Madhava, as promised before* by 
thee, render me aid without fighting for me In this battle 
an agreement was made by me wirh Bhishma. He said,-s— / 
will give thee counsel^ hut fight I shall never for thee,^^ fince 
I shall have to fight for Duryodhava^s sake ! Kn\ow this for 
truth ! — 'J'herefore, O lord, Bhishma maj^ give mcjaatveifeignty 
by giving^ me good counsel, O Madhava '*• Thef'efoae, O slayer 
of Madhu, all of us, accompanied by thee, will onc8 more repair 
unto Devavrata, for asking him about the means of his own 
death.*^ All of us then, O best of persons, together going to* 
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Bhisbma without delay, will speeftly a8^*fatnl of Kora’s «aeo 
hb adviee,** O Jmi&rddana, he will trulj giy© ns beneficial 
counser ; and, O Krishna, I will do in battle Vbat he will 
say!** Of austere vows, be will give ite counsel as also 
victory, ^e* were children and orphans. By him were we 
reared.** O Midhava, him, our aged grandsire, I wish to 
slay,-^him, the sire of our sire ! Oh, fie open the profession 
of a Kahatriya ! — 

**Saiijaya continued, — 'Hearing these* words, O king, he of 
Yiishnrs race said unto Yudhishthira , — O thou of great wisdom, 
these words of thine, O king, are to ray taste :•* Bhishraa, 
^otherwise called Devavrata, is skilled in weapons. Witb 
only his glances he can consume the foe. Bepair unto that son 
of the Oeffin^going (Qangk), for asking him about the means 
of his death.** « Asked" by thee, in particular, be will certainly 
say the We will, therefore, proceed for question- 

ing yie Kuru grandsire.** ^Bepairing unto the reverend son 
of Cintanu, we will * O Bharata, ask him his advice, and 
according to the advice that he will give us, we will fight with 
the foe.** — Having thus deliberated, O elder brother of Pando, 
the 'heroic sons of Pandn, and the valiant Yft&udeva, all pro- 
ceeded together** towards the abode of Bhfshma, casting 
aside their coats of mail and weapons. ^And entering then his 
tent, they all bowed to him, bending their heaflfls.** ,And 
'Ib^ sons of i^andu, O king, worshipping that ball of Bharata’s 
race, and bowing unto him witb their heads, sought his pro- 
tectidn.** ,The“Kuru grandsire, the mighty-armed Bbishma, 
then addressed them,, saying, — ^Wclcome art thou, O thou of 
Vrbani's race I Welcome art thou, O Dhananjaya !** Wel- 
come to thee, O king Yudhishthira the just, and to thee, O 
Bhima ! Welcome to you also, ye twins I What am I to do 
now^ for 'enhancing your joy ?•* Even if it be exceedingly 
difficult of achievement, I will yet do it witb all my soul !•— 
Ubto fhe^s^trof Qanga who thus repeatedly sj^ke unto them 
ijritbBuch affection,*^ king Yudhishthira, with a cheerless heart, 
k>viugly these words : — O thou that art conversant with 
everything, bow shall wo obtain victory, and how shall we 
acquire sovereignty ?** How also may this destruefion of 
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cmtules be stepped ? Say aM this unto me, O lord ! Tell us 
the means of thy own ^ath I** How« O hero, shall we be able 
to bear thee in battle ? O grandslre of the Kurus, thoti^givest 
not thy foes even a minute hole to pick in thee Thou# art seen 
in battle with ^thy bow ever drawn to a circle! .^^en thou 
lakest thy shafts, when aimest them, and v/hen drawest the bow 
(for letting them off ), no one is able to mark.*''^ O slayer of 
hostile heroes, constantly smiting (as thou dost) cars and 
steeds and men and ^elephants, we behold thee sn thy car, 

0 mighty-armed one, to resemble a second Sun i** What 
man is there, O bull of Bharata’s race, who can renture to 
vanquish thee 1 Scattering showers of arrows in battle, and 
causing a great carnage,*^ by thee hath my host been made* 
to suffer a great destruction ! Tell me, O grandsire, the 
means by which wo may vanquish the^in battle, by whicln 
sovereignty may be ours, and, lastly, by which my^rmy may 
not have to undergo such destrucl^on ! — Hearing these worda, 
Cantanu’s son, O eider brother of Pandu, said unto the of 
Pandu,****®— As long as I am alive, O son of Kunti, victory 
cannot be yours in battle, O thou of great ^wisdom I Truly 
do I say this unto thee After, however, I am vanquished 
in fight, ye may have victory in the battle, ye sons of Pandif I 
If, therefore, ye desir^ victory in the battle, smite me down 
without delay 1^* i give you permission, ye sons of Pritha, 
strike me as ye please ! That I am thus known to you is.^^at 

1 regard to be a fortunate circumstance.* After I am slain, 
all the rest will be slain. Therefore, do as I bid ! — , 

** *Yadhishthira said, — Tell us the means by w &ich wo may 
vanquish thee in battle, thee that ^b, when excited ^itb 
wrath in the fight, like unto the Destroyer himself armed 
with mace The wielder of the thunder-bolt may be van- 
quished, or Varuna, or Yama ! Thou, however, aft . incapable 


* That«you know me to be invlnciblo is a fortunat^^cjtcnmstance, 

for if yoePhad not known this, you would have fought oj for days to- 

gether and thus caused a tremendous destruction of creatures. By your 

coming to me now, that destruction may be stopped.^Xv 



^ ftkurnm 

being in bntti# hf evte tbik J|odi mmI tlm. ifantran' 

united together> with India at their heLl f 
’ 'Bhiehim, 8idd,~That» 'O mm of PAndu/ ie true, whkli 
thou aayoet^ O thou of mii^ty arme ! Whra with weapoiui 
and my (a^o bow in haad<^ I contend omfiiUy in bi^tle, 
I am inoapaUc of being defeated by the vmy goda and 
the ^euroe, with Indra at their head ! howerer. I lay 
aside my weapons, even these osr-waniors can slay me 
One that hath thrown away his weapons, one that hath fidlen 
down, one whose armour hath slipped off, one whose stmidard 
is down, one who is flying away, one who is frightened, one 
who says — I am thine, one who is a female, one who bear* 
eth the name of a female, one no longer capable of taking 
care of one’s self, one who hath only a single son, or one who 
ds a vulgar fellow, these I do not like to battle.^* Hear 
also, O K^ng, about my resolve formed before ! Beholding 
any inauspicious omen I wg^uld never fight P* That mighty 
car-iftan*ior, the son of Drupada, O king, whom thou hast in 
thy army, who is known by the name of Cikhandin, who is 
wrathful in batlh^, brave, and ever victorious,*^ was a female 
befqfe but subsequently obtained manhood. How all this took 
place, ye all know it truly Brave in battle* and clad in 
mail, let Arjuna, keeping Cikhandin hefoje him, attack me 
with his sharp shafts.** When that inauspicious omen wi|l be 
there, espeeiklly in the form of one that was a female before, 
I will never seek, though armed.with bow and arrow, to strike 
him **. Obtaining that opportunity, let Dhananjaya the son of 
Pandu quickly pierce me on every side with his shafts, O bull 
of QJiarata’s race 1*^ Except the highly blessed Krishna, and 
Dhananjaya the son of Pandu, 1 do not behold the person in 
the three worlds who is able to slay me while exerting my- 
self "ki batj.le 1 ** Let Vibhatsu, therefere, armed with wea- 
pons, struggling carefully in battle, with his exeellent bow in 
baud, p}acing^ (Cikhandin or) something else b^ore me, throw 
me down -^front my car) ! Then thy victory will be*^rtain ! 
Dc this, O gssat king, even this .that I have said unto thee, 
O thou of excellent vows ! Thou wilt then be able to slay 
all the DhArtatishtraa assembled together in battle !*****« 
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FirthtA then, 

ed all this, went ban to (heir teots, salalih^g tlm 
gvaadsiKe, id£t the li%Ii*8oa'ed* Bhiahma.^ Aft^ Oangfc'e 
mm, prepared to go to the other world, had said tbii^ Aqiuhi^ 
huming witij grief and faia &ce saffiised in .shpsae, 

^riiese words O M&dhava, shall I fight in battle 

Srith the grandsire who is my senior in years, whoi is possessed 
ef wisdom and intelligence, and who is the oldest ii\eml>er of 
our race While sporting in days of childhood, O Yisudeira, 
X used to smear the body of this faigh-souled and illustrious 
one with dust by climbing on his lap with my own filthy 
body !*^ O elder brother of Chi,da, he is the sire of my sire 
Pftndu! While a child, climbing on the lap of this high** 
eouled one I once called him father / am not ^ky father 
bat thy father's father, 0 Bharata /y-even this is what he 
said to me (in reply) in my childhood ! He w^ said so, 
Oh, how can he be slain by me Oh, let my army perish ! 
Whether it is victory or death that !• obtain, I will liever 
fight with that high-souled person ! (Even this is what 1 
think !) What dost thou think,* O Krishna 

« ‘Vasudeva said, — Having vowed the slaughter of Bbishma 
before, O Jishnu, bow canst thou abstain from slaying him, 
agreeably to the d]fties of a Kshatriya Throw down from 
bis^car, O Fartha, that Kshatriya who is invinmble in battle. 
Victory can never be yours without slaying Qlangh's , ^n/^ 
Even thus shall he go to the ^bode of Yama. This bath been 
settled before by the gods. That which bath been destined 
before, O Fartha, must happen. It cannot be* otherwise.** 
None save thee, O invincible one, nol even the wielder the 
thunder-bolt himself, would be capable of fighting with Bhish^ 
ma, who is like the Destroyer with wide-open mouth !** Slay 
Bbishma, without any anxiety I Listen also to* these • words 
of mine that are what Vrihaspati of great intelligence bad 
said unto Cal«a in days of old 1** One sho^ eJ^y even 
an aye^ person endued with every meritmari^ worthy of 
reverence if he cometh as, a foe, or, indeed,* a$iy other who 
approachetfi for destroying one's self^^^ O Dbananjaya, this 
is the eternal duty sanctioned for the Kshatriyas, viz,, that 



tb^y ahouH figbi pfroteot wbjMia, «i# p0!RforBai all 

without tnaUceV^' " 

« ‘4rju&a said« — Cikhandiu, O Kridiii% will oertaiidy bo 
tbd c&uge of Bhisliina’s deaths for Bhidima^ as soon as bo 
beholds tjio prince the P&uehiilas, ab8iaii|8 Ax>m strike 
iiig**^* Therefore, keeping Gikhaadiu before him and at our 
head, we will, by that means, overthrow the son of Ganga ! 
Even this is what I tbink.^^* I will hold in check other great 
bowmen with my shafts. As regards Oikhandin, be will fight 
with Bbishma alone, that foremost of all warriors 1 have 
health from that chief of the Kurus that he would not strike 
Cikhandin, for having been bom before as a woman he subse* 
'quently became a male person/ — *®* 

‘'Sanjoya continued, — 'Having settled this with Bhishma's 
permission, the Faiu^vas, along with Madhava^ went away 
with rejoiQ^g kearts. And then those bulls among men re-^ 
tired to tbeir r^peotive bed[p.* 


Section OIX. 

*'Dh|[itarashtra said, — *How did Cikhandin advance against 
tha TOO of Qangk in battle, and how did Bbisbma also advance 
i^gainst the Flmdavas ? Say all this untp me, O Sanjaya 
‘'Sanja}a kaid, — 'Then all those Fandavas to>!^rds the 
hour of sunriee, with beat of drums and cymbals and smaller 
drums, aiyi with the blare of concha of milky whiteness, all 
around^ went out for battle, placing Cikhandin in their van.^* 
And they mukched out, O king, having formed an array that 
r was destructive of all fo6a And Cikhandin, O monarch, was 
stationed in the very van of all the troops.^ And Bhimasena 
and Dhananjaya became the protectors of huf car-wheela And 
in hfli jear were the sons of Draupadi and the valiant Abhi- 
manym* And those mighty car- warriors, viz,, Satyaki and, 
Cbekit&na, bdeame the protectors of the last..- And behind 


* The last verse consists of three linea In some of the %ngal texts 

the last line is oiuitted— -.T. 



tliem wm Dhrblitadyti^i^ft fMrfftect^il by the P&tt6htl«i/ Nekb 
to Dhrishtadyumaa, beSitid, nfatched the royal 
thira, adootnpaoied by the twioj, Atling the air. with leocixte 
sbouts^ O bull of *'&barata’s raoe.* Next behiod him vm 
Vbhta, Bumackded by his own ttT>o|^ Next to hjiiU marehed 
Drupada, O mighty-armed one.* And the i?re Kaikeya brotbete 
and the valiant Dhrishtaketu^ O Bhhrata, prote<jJbed the^ rear 
of the Pkndava army.* Having disposed their vast, army in 
snob an array, the Pandavaa rushed against thy bostf prepared 
to cast away their lives.** And similarly the Kauravas, O 
king, placing that mighty oar- warrior Bhishina at the head of* 
their whole host, proceeded against the Pindavaa.** And that 
invincible warrior was protected by thy mighty sons. Next 
behind them was the great bowman Drona, as also hm mighty 
son (Afwatth&man).** Next behind was^hagadatta surround** 
ed by his eldpbant division. And behind Bhagaj^tta were 
Kripa and Kritavarman.** Behind them were Sudakshina 
the mighty ruler of the Kamvojas, and* Jayatsena tbe^ing 
of the M&gadhas, and Suvala^s son, and Vrihadvala.^* And 
similarly, many other kings, thdt were all gr^at bowmen, pro- 
tected the rear of thy host, O Bharata !** As each day (»me, 
Bhishma the Bon of Ckntanu, formed arrays in battle, sonm. 
times after the manner of the A auras ^ sometimes after that 
of t^e Pip^has, and sometimes after that of the Rdkshasas^* 
Then commenced the battle between thy troopffe, O Bhasat^ 
and theirs, both parties smitiqg one another and increasing the 
population of Yama’s kingdom.*^* And the Parthas with Aijuna 
at their head, placing* Cikhandin in the van, proceeded against 
Bhishma in that battle, scattering diverse kinds of arxpws.^* 
And then, O Bharata, afflicted by Bhima with his shafts, 
(many of ) thy warriors, profusely bathed in blood, repaired 
to the other world.'* And Nakula and Safaadeya, aad^the 
mighty car-warrior Satyaki, approaching thy army, began to' 
afflict it with gteat vigor.*® Thus slaughtered*^ in battle, O 
bull of ^harata’s race, thy warriors were unable resist that 
vast host of the Pandavas.!' Then thy host, ti^rously affltct- 
od by great car-warriors and thus slaughtered by them every- 
where, fled away on 'all sides.** Slaughtered with sharp* 
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shafts by the F&aditvaa a&d Ikey fmni not# 

protactor, <) Wil o{ Biiarata's rdea T** ^ 

« ^ aaid, — *T^ll me, O Sanji^ edmt th# 

▼al£ut J^hishma, excited with rage, did iw battle, epoa be* 
holding my* host afflicted by the P&rthas O sialess one, 
tell me how that hero, that chastiser of fees, rushed s^^amst 
the Ftndaras^in battle, and slaughtered the Somakas !"** 

**&^jijya said,—*! will tell thee, O king, what thy me did. 
when thy eon’s host was afflicted by the Picdavas and the 
Srinjayas P* With cheerful hearts, the brave sons of Pindcn 
O elder brother of Pandu, encountered thy son’s host, slaught* 
ering (all whom thy met)P^ That carnage, O chief of men^ 
'of human beings, elephants, and steeds, that destruction by 
the foe o^hy army in battle, Bhishma could not brook,*^ 
That invincible and ^eat bowman, then, reckless of his 
eery life, ]^ured upon the Pandavas, the Panoh&las, and the 
Srinjayas, showers of long sl^afts and calf-toothed and crescent* 
shapdJ arrows. Armed with weapons, O monarch, he checked 
with his shaflbs and with showers of other weapons, both 
offensive and defensive, all sped with energy and wrath, 
the five •foremost of mighty car- warriors of the P&ndavas, who 
had been struggling vigorously in battle.***^* Excited with 
wath, he 8laughtere4^u that battle countless elephants and 
steeds. And that bull among men, O monarch, ithrowjng 
dow/i , many ^bar-warriors from their cars,*** and horsemen 
from theirf horses, and crowds of foot-soldiers, and elephant* 
warriocs from the backs of ^the beasts they rode, struck 
terror into tfie foe,** And the Pindava'" warriors all rushed 
I together upon Bhishma singly, upon that mighty car-warrior 
struggling in battle with great activity, like the Asuros rush* 
ing together upon him with the thunder-bolt in hand.** 
Shoolang on ffll sides his whetted arrows whose touch resem^ 
bled that of Indra’s thunder, he seemed to the enemy to bavo 
a8sufned«a tei^ble visage.** While fighting ii 4 that battle^ 

I I ^ I 1 1 1 II _ III ■ II 

♦ The adjectiVe ^ahu in the first line of 32 qualifies raihinoi in th# 
second line. The last word of the verse is a uom. aing, and not a 
vocadve.**'T* 



bi 3 large bow, resemUmg ibat of Cakra bimO^lfi seemed to 
be always drawn t<^a oiit;le4’^ .Bebeldio^ feats : W 

battle, thy sons, O' monarch filled with exceeding itronder# 
worshipped the grandaire«*' The P&rthas c^t ti^ir eVeSt 
with cheerless hearts, upon thy heroic sire stri^ggling in 
battle, like the celestials upon (the Asiira) Viprachitti fiw 
days of old,)*** They could not resist that warrior who then 
lesembled the Destroyer himself with wide-open mouth* In 
that battle on the tenth day, Bhisfama, with his slutrp shafts^ 
consumed the division of Cikhandin like a confiagration con* 
Burning a forest* Him resembling an angry snake of virulent 
poison, or the Destroyer urged by Death himself, Cikhandin 
pierced with three shafts in the centre of the chest. Deeply* 
pierced therewith, Bhishma saw that it was Cikh^din (who 
was piercing him).**'** Excited with w^th, but unwilling (t4 
fight with Cikhandin), Bhishma laughingly said, ^Whether 
thou choosest to strike me or not, I ^will never fight with thee !** 
Thou art that Cikhandin still which the Creator had mad# thee 
first 1*1* — Hearing these words of his, Cikhandin, deprived of his 
senses by wrath,** and licking the corners of hjs mouth, address- 
ed Bhishma in that battle, saying, — I know thee, O jni^hty- 
armed one, tn bo the exterminator of the Kshatriya race 4** 

1 have heard also of thy battle with Jamadagni’s son! I 
have also Jieard much of thy superhuman prowess !** Know- 
ing thy prowess I will still fight with thee today > For ^^ng 
what is agreeable to the Fandavas and what is p.greeabie 
to my own self, O chastiser of fobs,** I will today fighl^ with 
thee in battle, O best of men ! I will, of a coAainty, slay 
thee ! I swear this before thee by* my troth 1*^ Hearing J 
these words of mine, do that which thou shouldst ! Whether 
thou choosest to strike me or not, thou shale not escape me 
with life 1 O thou that art ever victorious, O Bhi^ma^ look: 
thy last on this world ! — '** 

" \ • • • • • 

* Th^* Bengal texts read maAafuram iu the secontl the verse. 

This Boeina to be vicious. A.better reading would be (che 

great xte Bombay text reads rane ftiram, I adopt the last. — T. 

i t, ft, Thou art’still a woman though thy sex hath been changed.— 
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**Sattja 3 ra eoatiiiued,-^*'B«viil|f tfiid CMandfii in ibal» 

t>attle pieiroed Shiama urtth fiVa liairiiig ialraady 

pi6iae4 him with Ida wairdy Mm^g thaae wxwda af 

his/ the mighty ear-wamor Agana* regaardtag Oikhiaidm to 
he Bhisdita^ Destroyer^ mrgot! lum 8ayiag»*^~I will fight 
behind tiiee, rooting the foe with my ahafla ! fiscoited with 
Ihty, raah tl^ou against Bhi^ma of tei^rible ptroweBS !^ The 
mighty Bhiahma will not be able to aflliet thee in battle. 
Therefore, « O mighty-armed one, encounter Bbtsbma with 
eigor.*^ If, O eire, thou retnmest today without efatying 
Bhiahma, thou wilt, with myself, be an obj^t of ridionle with 
the world !** Seek to do that in battle by which, O hero, we 
*may not incur ridicule in this great battle ! Slay the gTtad* 
lure !** 04ihou of great strength, I will protect thee in this 
battle, ebeddn^ all th^ car- warriors (of the Kara army) ! Do 
thou slaji^ the grandsire 1** Drona, and Drona's son, and 
Kripa, and Suyodbana, apd Chitiasena, and Vikama, and 
JayaGratha the ruler of the Sindhus,** and Vinda and Ann* 
einda of Avanti, and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kkmvojas, 
and the brave B^agadatta, and the mighty king of the Maga- 
dhas^,^ and Soxnadatta's son, and the brave Rikskasa who is 
Bidkya^ringa's son, and the ruler of the Trigartas, along with 
all the other great car- warriors (of tha^ E^uru army),*' I will 
eheck like the continent resisting the surging sea I Indeed, 
I wgLl] hold id check all the mighty warriors of the Kum army 
assembled together and battlipg with us ! Do thou slay the 
grandsire!— ;"*»• 


SEcnoN CX. 

**Dhritari8btra said,— *How did €Skfaandin the prince 
the F&nebafks, excited with wrath, rush in battle against the 
grandsire, viz., Oangh’s son of righteous soul and regulated 
TOWS ?V Wl}i^ mighty car- warriors of the P&hdava army, with 
Upraimd wedpoas, d^irous of victory and exerting th^selvea 
with activity, probated CHkhandin on that occasion which 
required great activity ?* How also did Bbishma the son of 
C&ntanu, endued with great energy, fight on that the tenth 



mmmuBAsmu nos 

day of battie wMA th^bPiadairaa mfd the Srlnj^B OMnai 
broak l^e idaa of Giklbka^ia ^aeoaateria^ mjmtlifj 

(Ead^^. vhaadikluuEidia attacked Jibiabn^), was 
dar or his bow brokea ^ • 

' *'Sas^ya md»~* While fightiag io thali battle««p ball of 
Bbarata’o rsos^ neither the bow nor the oar of Bhisbma had 
suffered any injury.* He was then laying the foe with hia 
straight shafts. Many thousands of mighty carrwarrioAi be-t 
longing to thy army/ as also elephants, O king, pud steeds 
well harnessed, proceeded for battle, with the grandsire in the 
van/ Agreeably to his vow, O thou of Kuru’s rack, the 
over-victorious Bhishma was incessantly engaged in daughter* 
ing the troops of the Pftrthas/ The Panchalas and the Pia^ 
davas were unable to bear that great bowman battjjng (with 
them) and slaying his foes with his shafts.* When the tent^ 
day came, the hostile army was torn into piec& hv Bhishma 
with his shafts by hundreds and tlmusands.^ t) eloer brother 
of Panda, the sons of Pindu were incapable of defeating ia 
battle the great bowman Bhishma who resembled the Des* 
troyer himself armed with the lance 

‘Then, O king, the unvanquished Vibhatsu or Dhananjaya, 
who was capable of drawing the bow with even the left hand, 
came to that spot, ^frightening all the car-warriora'* Boarii^ 
loudly like a lion, and repeatedly drawing the bowstring, and 
scattering showers of arrows, Partha careered on the fiq^d of 
battle like Death himself/* Frightened at those rogrs of his, 
thy warriors, O bull of Bharata% race, fled away in terrpr, like , 
smaller animals, O kibg, at the sound of the lion/^ Beholding 
the son of Fkndu crowned with victoi^ and thus afflicting that • 
host, Duiyodhana, himself under the influence of terror, 
addressed Bhishma and said,^* — Yon son of Panda, O sire, 
with white steeds (yoked unto his car), and having I^Ishna 
for his charioteer, consume th all my troops like a conflagralion 
consuming a ^rest !‘* Behold, O son of €fangS>,^ all^ my 
troops, llaught^ed by Pandu’s son in battle, ^arci^X) foremost 
of warriors, flying away, ^ Indeed, as the • herdsmkn 
laboureth hit cattle in the forest, even so, O scorcher of foes, 
is my army being belaboured /* Broken and driven aw^y 
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on all aides %y Dkaaanlagfa wMi his* lilsAs, the invincible. 
Bhima else * is Vnuting that (already 4kohen) host of mine 
And SMayH aad CbekUinfl^' aad the twin ieHie of Midri, and 
the Valiant Abhimanyai—tiiese also are rowting my troops!^ 
The beav^*phmhtiMl]^mna, and the MBkahoM Qhatotluudia 
alsc^ are vigoroitsly breaking and driving away my army in thin 
fierce conflict Of these troops that are being slaughtered 
by all'tbofe mighty cur*waiTior8« I do not see any other refuge 
in the matter of their staying and fighting on the fields O 
Bh&rata,** save thee, O tiger among men, that art possessed 
of prowess equal to that of the celestials ! Therefore, receive 
thou those great oar-warriors without delay, and be thou the 
Irefuge of these afflicted troops Thus addressed by him, 
O king, tby sire Devavrata, the son of Cantanu, reflecting for 
% moment and settling what he should do, said these words 
unto thy ^on, ‘ comforting him (therewith) : — O Duryodhana, 
listen calmly to what I s^y, O king O thou of great 

mighty formerly I vowed before thee that slaying every day 
ten thousand high-souled Kshatriyas, I would come bock from 
the battle. I hqve fulfilled that vow, O bull of Bharata’s 
race O thou of great might, today I will achieve even 

a greater feat I Today I will either sleep myself being slain, 
oi^ I will slay the Pandavas !*• O tige^ among men, I will 
today free m3rBclf from the debt I owe thee, — the debt, O kjng, 
arising out of* the food thou gavest me,— by casting away my 
life at the head of the army Having said these words, O 
, chief of the Bharatas, that invincible warrior, scattering bis 
shafts amon^* the Kshatriyas, attacked* the Pkndava host»^^ 
* And ^he Pandavas thenf O bull of Bharatas race, began to 
resist the son of Qanga staying in the midst of his forces and 
excited with wrath like a snake of virulent poison,*^ Indeed^ 
O king, on that the tenth day of battle, Bhishma, displaying^ 
bis might, slew, O son of Kuru’s race, hundreds of thou-^ 
sands.** ^ And* he drained the energies of t]^>so royal and 
mighty ear-warriprs that were the foremost among 
cbbla8,Mik6 Sun sueb^g up the. moisture (of the eartb> 


TUe Bomby readiog of the first Ime of this verse is vicious.--T. 
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Ma mys,^^ Huiriiig dlainPten tbdtfsaiid elepliaatsof great 
activity and ten thottJkad embeds alao, O king, along vritb 
tbeir rideva,*^ akd full two htindred tkouaaads of foot*solda^rBir 
that beat of men, wtot, Bhiahma, shCue resplendent Ip bat*tle 
Uke a fire withont a curl of smoke.** And no one atnongst tbO' 
P&ndavas was capable of even looking at iiim who then resem-^ 
bled the burning Sun staying in the northern sojptioe.** TOie 
Phndavas, however, though afflicted in battle by t^at great 
bowman, still rushed, accompanied by the mighty car-warriors 
of the Srinjayas, for slaughtering him.*^ Battling with mpiads 
upon myriads around him, Cantanu’s son Bhishma then looked 
like the cliff of Meru covered on all sides with masses of 
clouds.®* Thy sons, however, stood, surrounding Bhishina* 
on all sides with a large force (for protecting him). Then 
commenced a fierce battle (between* the Kurus and thq^ 
Pandavas.)* 


Section CXI. 

**Sanjaya said, — ‘Arjuna theif, O king, bejiolding the prow* 
ess of Bhishma in battle, addressed Cikhandin, saying,— 
Proceed towavds the grandsire P Thou shouldst not entertaih 
the slightest fear of il^bishma today. Even I will throw him 
down from his excellent car by means of my sharp shafts I®— 
Thus addressed by Fartha, Cikhandin, O bull* of Bhs^r^ta’s 
race, having heard those words, rushed at the son ctf Qanga.* 
And so Dhrishtadyumna also, C? king, and the mighty car- 
warrior Abhimanyu, h*aving heard those words of ^krtha, joy« 
folly rushed at Bhishma.^ And old 'V^kta and Drupada^ and 
Kuntibhoja also, clad in mail, rushed at Bhishma in the very 
Sight of thy son.* And Nakula, and Sahadeva, and the vali- 
ant king Yudhishthira also, and all the rest of tlfe .warriors, O 
monarch,® rushed against Bhishma. As regards thy warriors, 
O king, that ru^ed, according to the measure o^ theif might 
Iknd oou^ge, agafost those mighty car-warriors ^f the Fkir* 
dava army) united together, listen to me as I speak (of th^) 
unto thee like a young tiger attacking a bull, Cbitrasena, O 
king^ rushed against Cbekitana who i u that battle was proceed- 
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lug for getting et Bhbhmab* O king^ leoetaik 

DhrifihtadyuiBda who bed veaofred th4 fumeiioe ot Bfairinaa 
and w}io wee exerting bimeetf with ectinty and rigor 

inHlmt ^battie.* Somadatta’s flCHd, O meoarob, with great 
aotivity^ id&mted Bbimaeena ex<nted with fury; and deaiioue 
of slaying Bhishma.^* SimUary Vikama» desirous of (pro* 
teoting) Bhishma’s life, resisted the brave Nakola who was 
seattmng innumerable arrows around.^* And so, O king, 
Kripa the«son of Caradwat, excited with ragei resisted Saba* 
deva proceeding towards Bhishma's ear.** And the mighty 
Durmukha rushed at that JtcUkehasa of cruel deeds, viz*, the 
mighty son of Bhimasena, desirous of Bhishma’s slaughter** 
* Thy son Dury^odhana himself resisted Sktyaki proceediifg to 
battle, gudakshina the ruler of the Kkmvojas, O king, re«* 
fisted Abhimanyu, O •monarch, who was proceeding towards 
Bhishma’^ car. And A^watthaman, O king, excited with 
rage, resisted old Virata an/l Drupada, those two chastisers of 
foes,<united together. « And Bharadwaja’s son, exerting himself 
with vigor in battle, resisted the oldest Pindava, that is to 
say, king Tudhiihthira the ju^t who was desirous of Bbishma s 
death. . And that great bowman, viz,, Dus<;&sana, in that 
battle, resisted Aijuna who was rushing with* great speed, 
with Cikhandin before him, desirous of, coming upon Bhish* 
ma, O monarch, and illumioating the ten quarters ^with^ his 
brigbl* weapons). And other wajrriors of thy army resisted 
tn that g|»at battle other mighty car* warriors of the Pandavaa 
{>rocoqding against Bhisma^***^ Dhrishtadyumna, that mighty 
ear-warrior,* excited with rage, rushed aj^ainst Bhisbma alone 
' nud pddressing the troops, repeatedly said in a loud voice,**— * 
Tberoi Arjuna, that delighter of Kuru’s race, is proceed, 
ing against Bhisbma in battle \ Bush ye against Oangk’s son i 
Be not afrud ! Bhishma will not be able to attack you in 
battle!*** Vilsava himself cannot venture to fight with 
Arjuna^in battle ! What, therefore, need be )iaid of Bhishma 
who, though^ possessed of bravery in battik, is feeble and 
qH ?*^^Hearkigf these w^NTds of their commander, the mighty 


, * Literallf, “will not got or obtain you.”— T. 
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of the nodAVA •army^ filled #itb joy, rUehed 
hmwxb the GOT of Oaog&^s soii5* Many foremoSt of mm, hoyr-^ 
ever, of thy arjfiy oheerfhlly re^eiVed and resisted those heroee 
Oommg towards Bhiahnia like im]^tuoes masses livings 
That mighty car-warrior, Diis^sana^ absHldonitig All 
fears, rushed agaiuat Dhananjaya, desirous of protecting the 
life of Bhifihma.** And so the heroic PAndavas ajso, O king; 
rushed in battle against thy sons, those mighty car^warriors; 
stationed about Bhishma’s car.*^ And then, O king, we be«^ 
held a highly wonderful incident, viz,, that Partha, having 
proceeded as far as Du89A8ana’8 car, could not advance further 
As the continent resists the surging sea, even so did thy 
son (Dus^Asana) resist the angry son of PAndn !'* Both * 
of them were foremost of car* warriors. Both oT\them,'0 
BhArata, were invincible. Both of them, in beauty an<^ 
splendour, O BhArata, resemble the Sun or* the Moon.*^ 
Both of them were excited with ^rath. And* each of them 
desired to slay the other. And they encountered each dther 
in dreadful battle like Maya and Cakra in days of old.*® Ami 
Du 89 a 8 ana, O king, in that battle pierced the son of Pandtl 
with three shafts and VAsudeva with twenty.** Then Arj^una, 
excited with mge upon beholding him of Vrishni s race thhs 
afflicted, pierced Qus^Asana with a hundred shafts.®* These, 
pent^tratiag through the latter’s armour, drank his blood in 
that battle. Then Dus^Asana, excited with wl-ath, piew^e^ 
PArtha with five shafts,** And once more, O chief of thd 
Bharatas, he pierced Arjuna in t^e forehead With three .sharp 
shafts. And with those shafts sticking to his forehead, the 
son of PAndu looked beautiful in tlTat battle,** like Meru, j 
O king, with its tall crests. That great bowman, viz,, PArtha, 
then, thus deeply pierced by thy son wielding the bow,** look* 
ed resplendent in that battle like a flowering K^ngsiika,* The 
eon of PAndu then, excited with rage, afflicted^ Dus^Asana,’! 
like Rdthu inflalEied with rage on the flfteentij^ da}^ of the 
Kghted ^rtnigbtVfflicting the Moon at full. * Tfjjis afflicted 
by that mighty warrior, tby son, O king,*^ p^erded Partha In 
that battle with many shafts whetted on stone and wing* 
ed With the feathers of the Kanka bird. Then Parth% 
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outtioj; off Dus^^uaiiA’a bow « and apUtting bia witb 
three shafts,** ssped at him ntaoy Bsffroe arrows rosombliiig 
the dmrts of Death. Thy 'son, however, qiH off %ll those 
shafts of Flrtba exerting himself with vigor, before they 
could reach .him. All this seemed highly w^onderfuL Then 
thy son pierced Partha with many shafts oi^ great sharps 
ness.***** Then P4rtba, excited with rage in that battle, 
placed on his bowstring a number of shafts whetted on stone 
and furnished with wings of gold, and aiming them, sped 
them all at his foe.** These, O king, penetrated the body of 
that * high-souled warrior, like swans, O monarch, diving 
into a lake.** Thus afflicted by the high-souled son of Pgndu, 

' thy son, avoiding Partha, quickly proceeded to the car of 
Bhishma^^** Indeed, Bhisbma then became an island unto 
him who was thus 6in)cing into fathomless waters. Regaining 
Consciousness (hen, thy son, O monarch,** endued with hero* 
ism and proweSs, once more began to resist P^tha with sharp 
arrow's like Purandara resisting (the Asiira) Vritra. Of huge 
form, thy son began to pierce Arjuua, but the latter was 
scarcely pained (at all this)/ 


Section CXII. 

* • * ' 

**Sanjaya said, — 'The mighty bowman (Alamvush^) ihf son 

of ftishya^rihga, in that battle, resisted Satyaki clad in mail 

and proceeding towards Bhishm^.* He of Madhu s race, how« 

ever, O kin^, excited with wrath, pierced the RUcBlu/sa with 

nine arrows, smiling the while, O Bharata !* And so the 

Jf2ci£ftA^(t also, O king,* excited with wrath, afflicted him of 

Madhu's race, viz», that bull of Cini’s line, with nine mrows.* 

Then Cini's grandson, that slayer of hostile heroes, of 

Madbu’s rac4, excited with rage, sped in that battle a pro« 

fusion of arrows at the Rdkahasa,^ Then that mighty-armed 

McUcham ^ief(^ed S&tyaki, of prowess incapable^f being baffled, 

with many 6flarp arrows, and uttered a loiAl shout.^ Then 

b€ of Madhu’k r^c, endued with gseat energy, though deeply 

pierced by the itakshii$ka ia that battle, still, relying upon 

kis prowosSi laughed (at bis \vounds) and uttsred loud rears** 
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Then B&agadatta, exeited wffch rage, afiSieted biii\ of Madbu’s 
race iii that battle witb many* sharp arrows like a guide piete<* 
ing a huge elephant with the hook.^ Then t^at foremost * of 
oar-warriors, viz.,* the grandson of Cini^ abandoiung the 
R&kehasa in battle, sped many straight shafts at.tbe ruler of 
the Prlgyotishas.* The ruler of the Pri^gyotishas then, with a 
broad-headed arrow of great sharpness, cut off, displaying^ greah 
Ugbtness of hand, the largo bow of S^tyaki.* Then thafi 
i^ayer of hostile heroeer, excited with rage and takifig up an^ 
other bow of greater impetus, pierced Bh'Sgadatta ii^ thab 
battle with many sharp arrows.*^ That mighty bowman, viz^ 
Bhagadatta, then, deeply pierced, began to lick the corners^ 
of his mouth. And he then hurled at hie foe, in that dreadful 
battle, a tough dart, made wholly of iron, decked With gold 
and stones of lapis lazuli, and fierce* as th(^ rod of Tamft 
himself. Sped with the might of Bhagadajita*a» arm and 
coursing towards him impetuously,# Satyaki, O king, cut that 
dart in twain by means of his shafts. •Thereupon that* darfi 
fell down suddenly, like a great meteor shorn oLits^ splen* 
dour."’*® Beholding the dart baffled, thy son (Duryodhana), 

O monarch, surrounded him of Madhu’s race with ‘a lar^a 
number of cars/^ And seeing that mighty car- warrior among 
the Vrishnis thus ^ surrounded, Duryodhana, angrily address- 
ing ^ll his brothers, said,** — Take such steps, ye Kauravas, 
that Satyaki may not in this battle escape you and this •iMrgz 
division of cars, with life I** .If^he be slain, the vasft host of 
the Pandavas may be regarded as slain fflsoj— Accepting 
Duryodhana’s words with the answer— fifo be it , — those mighty ^ 
car- warriors fought with Cini’s grandson in the view of Bhish- * 
ma. The mighty ruler of the Kamvojas, in that battle, resist- 
ed Abhimanyu who was proceeding against Bhishma. .The 
son of Arjuna, having pierced the king with many stSaight 

shafts, **’'"*• once more pierced that monarch,, O monarch, 

«■ ^ 

^ •• • 

l^iere can ubjiO doubt that (tn the second lin» correspond- 
ing with the first line of 19 of the Bombay text), ArjZni should bb a 
nominative, ar^i not an accusative. The Bombay reading, therefore, is 
vicious. Tho Burdwan Pundits also err in taking that word as occurr- 
ing in the accusative form. — T, 
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with four ai^l sixty shafts* Sudaltshina/howeveiri desfa^ns di 
Bhisbma’s life« pierced Abliimaoya ia *lhfKt 1>attld #tth &vB 
arnjws and his ^charioteer with niae. And th% battle that 
took place there, iu consequexioe of the medikig of those two 
warriors, fierce in the *'extretne.*^^ ^%t grinder of 

foes, Cikhandin, then rushed at the son of Qan]^* Old 
Yiritaand Drupada, those mighty car -warriors, both excited 
with rage; rushed to battle with Bhishma, resisting the largo 
host of th^ Eauraras as they went. That best of car-warrionr, 
mz, A 9 wattban$&, excited with rage, encountered both those 
warriors.**^* Then commenced a battle, O Bh&rata, between 
,faim and them. Yirita then, O cdiastiser of foes, struck, with 
broad-headed shafts, that mighty bowman and ornament of 
battle, vtz»t Drona^s son, as the latter advanced against them, 
And Drupada qlso piefeed him with three sharp shafts.**^* 
Then the preceptor’s eon, A^wattfahman, coming upon those 
mighty warriors thus striking him, viz., the brave VirSta and 
Drupada both proceeding towards Bhishma, pierced them both 
with many shafts. Wonderful was the conduct that we then 
beheld of those t'vo old warriors, inasmuch as they check- 
ed all those fierce shafts shot by Drona’s son. Like an infuri- 
ate elephant in the forest rushing against an ififuriate com- 
peer, Kripa the son of Caradwat proceeded, against Sahadova 
who was advancing upon Bhishma. And Kripa, brave in 
^tfde, quiclrly struck that mighty car-warrior, viz,, the son of 
liladri, with seventy shafts decked with gold. The son of Madri, 
however, cut* Kripa’s bow in twain by means of his shafts.**"*®. 
And cutting off his bow^ Sahadeva then pierced Kripa with 
fiine^arrows. Taking up then, in that battle, another bow 
capable of bearing a great strain,®* Kripa, excited with rage 
and desirous of Bhishraa’s life, cheerfully struck Mi.dri*s son 
in 'thdX battle with ten shafts.** And so the son of Pandu, in 
return, desirous of Bhishma’s death, exrited with rage, struck 



ho connection with. either what precedes Or what Bucoeeds. The Bengali 
translations of this passage that I have examined are equally unmean- 
ing.— T. 
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Ae Kripa in J^ha obasfc (with many shafts^.** And 

tiben Qooimed there a terrible tad fierce battle.* That dcoredbei! 
of foeetf^viiii., Jfikamk, desiroosof saving the grandsiffe Bhif^*^ 
ma» excited with lage in that battie» pierced Kakela with' 
^ty arrows. Nakula also, deeply pierced by thy » intelligent 
sen,**"** pierced Vikama in return with seven ’and seventy 
shafts. There those two tigers among men, those two cbas^ 
tisers of foes, those two heroes, struck each other for thb sake 
of Bhisbma, like two bovine bulls in a fold. Thy^ *6on Dur** 
mufcha, endued with great prowess, proceed^, for the sake 
of Bhisfama, against Qbatotkacba advancing to battlh and 
Blangfatering thy army as he came. Hidimvh’s son, however^ 
O king, excited with rage, struck Durmukha, that cbastisei* 
of foes, in the chest with a straight shaft. The h^oic Dur^ 
mukha then, shouting cheerfully, pierced Bhimasena’s son 
on the field of battle with sixty shafts of keefi points. That 
mighty car-warrior, viz., the son Hridikh r^eiSted Dhrishta* 
dyumna, that foremost of car-warriors, who was advancing 
.. to battle from desire of Bhishma’s slaughter. The son of 
Prishata, however, having pierced Kritavarman ^th five 
shafts made wholly of iron,’^* once more struck him. quickly 
in the centro of the chest with fifty shafts. And similarly, 
O king, PrLshata’s^sop struck Kritavarman with nine sbfgrp 
an(^ blazing shafts winged with the feathers *of the Kanka 
bird. Encountering each other with great vigor, the ^Imttle 
that took place between them for Bhishma’s sake w%8 as fier^ 
as that between Vritra and YasSva. Against Bhimasena who 
was advancing upod the mighty Bhisbma, proceeded 
Bhori^ayas with great speed, sayfhg, — Wait, Wait!—Aa^ 
the son of Somadatta struck Bhima in the centre of the chest^* 
with an arrow of exceeding sharpness and golden wings in that 
battle. And the valiant Bhinmsena, with that *arrow ,oa his 
nbest, looked beautiful,^* O best of kings, like the Krauncha 
mountain in (Rys of old with the dart of Skanda. * iipd (hose 
two bijls amon|«>fnen, enraged in battle, shot fit* each other 
shafts brightly polished by their forgers and indued with *the 
efi'ulgenco of the Sun. Bhima, longing for Bhishma’s death, 
foifght with the mighty son of Somadatta, and the latter, dealr* 
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maM ct B&ialuna’s vietiory, fought* with ^he Hfmmt, etoh iara^ 
folly seeking to«oouutmu»t the other's ^ate*^**^* Bhavade^h 
sow resisted Yudiushtliira the son ai Kuati/^ who^ aeoemf 
paiKied by a large foroe, was Qomiog towards BbiAina*^^ 
Hearing ihe. rattle of DroWs^« O king» that r^mnbled the 
foar of the cfoads, the Frabhadrakaa O sire, beg^ to trem« 
lile.*^ That large force , O king, of Panda’s son, resisted by 
Dtontf in bat^e, ooald not, exerting vigorously, advance even 
one stepw*^. Thy son Chitrasena, O king, resisted ChekiULna of 
wrathful visage jpAo was exerting vigorously for coming npm 
Bhishlria.** Possessed of great prowess and great dexterity 
of hand, that mighty car-warrior, for the sake of Bhishma, 
4»attled with Chekit&na, O Bharata, according to the utmost 
of his po|fer.*^ And Chekitana also fought with Chitrasena 
^ the utmost of hk power. And the battle that took place 
there in eonseqfienoc of the meeting of those two warriors, 
was exoeedin^}^ fierce.** As regards Arjuna, although he was 
remsUd by all means, P Bharata, he still compelled thy son 
tp turn back and then crushed thy troops.** Dusoksana, how- 
ever, iff the utmost stretch 'of his power, began to resist 
Fkrtha> .wishing, O Bh&rata, to protect Bhishma.*’ The array 
of «thy son, O Bhkrata, undergoing such slaughter, began to 
be agitated here and there by many forei^ost car- warriors (of 
the Pindavas)? ^ 


SEcmN CXIII. 

**Sanjaya said,— ‘The heroic Drona, * that great bowman 
t^nduqd with the prowess*of an infuriate elophanf, that foremost 
of men possessed of great might, taking up his large bow which 
was capable of checking even an infuriate elephant, and shaking 
it {in his ha^ds), was engaged in afflicting the Pkndava ranks, 
baving penetrated into their midst. That valiant warrior 
fsoquainly^ with every omen, beholding they'omens on all 
sides, addreSUhd iiis son who ako was scofwl^ng the ^.hDstiie 
Mtiks, and ‘said 'tbsse words — This is that day, O son, 

on which the mighty f%rtba, desirous of slaying Bhisbma in 
battle, exert himself to the best of his might • My 
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Qtfowft coadi^gr mii ipt the quweir, df tfaeir 6 wii ftcoord^ 
My bow seems to yawo*^ My ^wca^osiseeiii miwilliag ‘^obey 
my bebestisiy ailid my fiemrt ^ko* is oheerless.* Aiiiiiiyk aad 
birds are atteringdearful and iaOessant oriea * Yultwes imem 
to disappear beneath the feet .of the Bharata tf^ps.* Xbe 
Sun himself seems to have lost his hue« The quarters are aM 
ablaze* The Earth seems to shriek, inspire fear^ and tremble 
everywero.^ Kanhae, and vultures, and cranes are ^frequently 
crying. Jackalls are. uttering inauspicious and jSeroe yells 
foreboding great danger.* Large meteors to fall from 

the centre of the solar disc. The constellation called Parigki, 
with a trunkless form, appeareth around the Sun.* The solar 
and the lunar discs have become awful, foreboding great 
danger to Kshatriyas about the mangling of thej^ bodies.*^ 
The idols of the Kuru king in hia temples tremble ai^d 
laugh and dance and weep.^^ The planets wheel about^ 
keeping the inauspicious Sun to^ their left. * l^he illustrious 
Moon riseth with his horns downward/* The bodies aof the 
kings belonging to the Kuru army all seem to pale, aQd 
though clad in mail, are shorn of splendour.j* The loLd blare 
of Fdnchajannya and the twang of Qandiva are beard on 
all sides of both the armies.^^ Without doubt, Arjuna, rely;- 
ing upon his great wjsapons and avoiding other warriors, will 
nd>jance^poa the grandsire/* The pores of my body are con»- 
tracting, and my heart also is depressed, thinki^, O 
armed one, of the encounter between Bhishma and Arjuna.^* 
Keeping on his fore the Panch&Ta prince of sinful soul ^nd con- 
versant with deceit, Fartha is proceeding towards* Bhishma for 
battle.^' Bhishma said before that Ife would not slay Qkhan^ 
din. By the Creator had that one been made a female, thougk 
through chance he subsequently became a male person.** 
That mighty son of Yajnasena is also an iuauspiftiqus omen (by 
himself ). The son of the Ocean-going (Ganga) will not stiikb 
that person ofT^nauspicious self.** Thinking of this, ^10., .that 
Arjung, excito<Jh^th wrath, is about to fall if^on the aged 
Kuru grandsire, my heart is exceedingly 'dd'^rSfesed.*® The 
wrath of Vudhishthira, an encounter between Bhishma and 
Aijuna in battle, and an endeavour like this (of the shooting 
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9t weapons) by mysolft-^tbeee (tiftee) aae^eertainly frans^ht will# 
great harm ^ creatorea^ Aqtma^ eadifted with great eneigy ^ 
heis p<{werfttl» lirave» aooompliahed in weapoiie»*aiid posaessed^ 
of ymior that is Veiy aotiye. Capable of ahoetang bis arrows to 
a great distsmoe and shooting them with force, he is, besides, 
aeqnamted with omeoa** Eodaed with great might and intelli* 
genoe, and above fatigue, that foremost of warriors is tocap* 
able ot defeat by the very gods with Vasavs at their head.** 
The son qf Phndu possesses terrible .weapons, and is ever 
riotorioas in battio. Avoiding his path, go thou to battle (for 
BhishAia’s victoryX O Ibou of rigid vows !*•* Today in this 
dreadful battle thou wilt behold a great carnage ! The beauti* 
ful and costly coats of mail, decked with gold, of brave warriors 
will be parsed, with straight shafta And the tops of staud-^ 
dards, and bearded jayelins, and bows, and bright lances of 
sharp points, add darts bright with gold, and the standards 
cm the backs elephants, lyi^l all be cut off by Kiritin in 
wrath^*^* O son, thiais not the time when dependants should 
take care of their lives. Go to battle, keeping heaven before 
thee, aiU for the jake of fame and victory 1 ** There, the ape* 
bannered (Aijuna) crosseth on his car the river of battle that 
is awful and incapable of being easily crossed, and hath cars^ 
elephants, and steeds, for its eddies ?** ]^^ard for Brkhmnas, 
self-restraint, *lLberality, asceticism, and noble conduct, .aro 
seen^in Yudhishthira alone who hath for his brothers Dhanan* 
jaya,** aivd the mighty Bhimasena, and the twin sons of 
Mkdri by Pandu, *and who hat\i Y&audeva of the Yrishni race 
for his proteblor.** The wrath, bora of grief, of that Yudhish* 
t 4 thira yrhose body hath bden purified by the flames of penance^ 
directed to Uie wicked-souled son of Dhritar&shtra, is oon« 
enming this Bharata host !** There cometh Partha, having 
'Vftsadeva for his protector, checking (as he cometh) this entire 
3>hlUtaitehtra army !** Behold, Kiritin is agitating this host 
like ^ laifge whale agitating the vast sea of o^ted waves i*^ 
Hark, cries o^dietaress and woe are heard ir^^he van ^of the 

,i i. i|. . i . . ■ - 

♦ 1 U&ink raiavr<M had better be read FfUavratOm. It wou^l 

mean BhUhnia.^. 
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sthnyl Go, encmllte^tlle heir of the i^Uiohila king! Am for 
mysdf* I will proceed egeinsC Tudhiflhthnra.**^ hear! dt 
king Tttdhish third’s very stung array is difficnlt ao6eM 
Inacoessible as th6 interior of the sea, it is guard^ oaf all 
ndesby Atify^has.^^ Ss.tyaki,«and Abfaimanyu fUK| Dfarisfata^ 
dyumna, and Yrikedara, and the twins, even these are 
protecting that ruler of men, vim., king Tudfaisht^ira Dark 
as the younger brother of Indra, and risen like a ^tall* pSto, 
behold Abhimanyu adv^anoing at the head of the« (P&ndava) 
host, like a second Phalguna Take up tby^ighiy weapon^ 
and with thy large bow in hand proceed against the royid 
son of Prishata (" viz., Cikhandin), and against Yrikodara 
Who is there that doth not wish his dear son to live for many 
years ? Keeping the duties of a Ksbatriya, howe^r, before 
me, I am engaging thee (to this task^ So, Bhishma also, 
in this battle, is consuming the mighty host ot the Pandavas ! 
O son, he is, in battle, equal to Ys^a or YarunalTmself 


Section CXIV. 

‘^Sanjaya said,— Hearing these words of the high-souled* 
Drona, Bbagadatta and Kripa and Calya and Eritavarman.^ ' 
and Yinda and Anuv^nda of Avanti, and Jayadratha the rujer^ 
of ^he Sindhus, and Chitrasena and Vikarna and Durmarshana 
and others,* these ten warriors of tby army, sujpported^ py a 
large host consisting of many^ nationalities, fought ii^ith Bhima- 
sena, desirous of winning high renown in that battle foy BhiA*^ 
ma’s sake. And Cal^a struck Bhima with nine ^dTrows,*^ and 
Kritavarman struck him with three, Snd Kripa with nin^, Ajijjk 
Chitrasena and Vikarna and Bhagadatta, O sire,* each struck 
him with ten arrowa And the ruler of the Sindhus struck him 
with three,* and Yinda and Anuvinda of Avanti ^eac^ struck 
him with live arrowa. And Duryodhana struck that sou of 
P&ndtt with tfrenty sharp arrows.’^ Bhimasena,*Oki 9 g, pierc- 
ed in ^turn evei^one of those kings, those •foifcmost of men 
in the world, those mighty car-warriors of Ikhartarasbtra 
army, one kfter another.* The brave Pandava, that slayer of 
hostile heroes^ pierced Calya with seven arrows^ and Kr|ia- 
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irttrman with eight.* And he tmhMoff Jjapa'e hew w^ nmm 

fijced ihereo^t OBh&mta» ia^|ie1siiddl#» dindieg it in twaiii* 

And 9ttfix thus cutting eff his 'baw, he pierced KMpe <moe moth 

with ee¥eo anrowe.** And be struck Yindm Bind Annvm^ 

with ihree^wprcws eaofau And he pierced DureriMriiutm with 

twenty «rrow% end Chitrasena with five/* and Yikama with 

ten^ and Jayadratha with five. And once more etrikiag the 

jruler df the ^indhue with three arrowe^.he uttered a loud 

shout, filled with joy/* Then Gautama, that foremost of 

ear^warriors, taking up another bow, angrily pierced Bbima 

with tkn sharp shafta" Pierced with those ten shafts like a 

huge elephant with the hook, the valiant Bbimasena, O king, 

filled with wrath, struck Gautama in that battle with many 

shafts. Possessed of the splendour of Yama himself as ho 

appears at the end of the Yti^a, Bhimasena then, with three 

arrows, despatched unto Death's domain the steeds of tbo 

ruler of the^^ullhus as also ^ his charioteer. Thereupon that 

mighty car- warrior, (viz,, Jayadratha), quickly jumping down 

from that whoso steeds had been slain/**** shot in that 

battle Jhany shaip-fHjiuted shafts at Bhimasena. Then, O 

' sire, with a couple of broad-headed arrows, he cut ofi*, O 

‘ chief* of the Bharatas, the bow of the higb«8ouled king 

of,the Sindhus in the middle. Uis bow cut off, himself de<* 

» < 

prived of car,^ his steeds and charioteer slain,**"** Jaya^ 
dratha then, G king, quickly mounted ou the car of Chitrasena« 
Inde^, thp son of Pandu achieved in that battle a most 
wonderful feat, for piercing* all those mighty car- warriors 
and holding *t1neai in check, he dcpiivod, O sire, the ruler 
jgf thp Sindhus of his *car in the very sight of all the 
army/*"*® Galya could not brook to see the prowess that 
Bhimasena displayed, for saying unto him, — Wait, TToit,— he 
aime^^iOnie sharp arrows well-polished by the forger's bandar 
and pierced Bhima therewith in that battle. And Kripa and 
Kiit^var^dau and the valiant Bhagadatta,**"** anti Yinda and 
Aouvinda of Avaoti, and Chitrasena, and Bwrmarshai:^^, and 
Yikama, aii6^ the Valiant ruler of the Sindhus also, in that 
battle,* •—These ehaabisers of foes, — All quickly piefeed Bhima 
for, the sake of Galya. Bhima then pierced each of them >10 
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ftrewraiM^^ had ha pierced OefyE tfaen wilh 
sweiity arrcwsmd oooe ecor^witb^n. Jknd CUya^tfaen^p^mNl 
iiim wiib mae*«tTew« tod ouee more #itb Jkikd» ‘l» 

pefoed Bbio&a$eto*e charioteer iilao» deep hi his irital% Villi 
& hroad^head^ arrow* The valiaot Bhiimaeto ttipn^ lielKild** 
ifig his charioteer Yi^ka deeply piereed/* sped three arrows to 
the arms and chest of the roler of the Mi^raa And as 
regards tiie other great bowmen, he pierced each «>f tfiem ill 
that battle with three ^straight arrows, and then nUered a load 
roar like that of a lion. Each of those grec4 bowmen ibet^ 
exerting himself with vigor, deeply pierced that son ol^ Phndo 
skilled in battle, with three arrows in his vitala Tliat mighty 
bowman, viz*, Bhimasena, though pierced deeply, trembled 
not (but stood still) like a mount^n drenched ^iih tor* 
rents of rain by showering clouds. Then that mighty eaf* 
warrior of the Panda vas, filled with wrath,*^ *that celebrated 
hero, deeply pierced the ruler of tjie Madras witCH^hree arrows. 
And he pierced the ruler of the Pragyatishas, O king, lb that 
battle, with a hundred arrowa** Of great reno wj. he then 
pierced Kripa with many arrows, and thei^ displaying great 
dexterity, he cut off with a keen-edged shaft the bow,^with 
arrow fixed •thereon, of the high-souled Kritavarman. Then 
Ktitavarman, that ^orcher of foes, taking up another bow, 
stre^pk '\lrikodara between his ej^ebrows with a long arrow. 
Bhima, however, in that battle, having picrc^ Calyi| 
nine arrows made wholly of ifon, and Bbagadatta wth three, 
and Kritavarman with eight, pierced each of* the othem with • 
Gautama at their hea8, with two Ttioee warriors 

also, in return, pierced him, O king, ^hrith sbarp^pointed 
Though thus afflicted by those mighty car-warriors with all 
kinds of weapons,** yet, regarding them all as straw, he coursed 
on the field without any anxiety. Those foremost ^ car- 
warriors (on the other hand), with great coolness, sped at 
Bhima sharp-pbinted arrows by hundreds and thousand 7he 
heroic ^nd mighty* Bbagadatta then, in that^ltle, hurled 
at him a dart of fierce impetuosity famished a ^Iden 

staff. And Ihe Sindhu king, of strong arms, hurled at him a 
lanee and an axe.**'"** And Kripa, O king, burled to him^ 

[ 53 ] 
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pal4ghni, ax^ Calya aa atrow* J^d tlie* oilier great boirmea 
each sped at him 'five airotrs witli great Ihroe. The aoa of the 
Wind-god then ^ont off, with a sharp lAaft, tihat laime in 
twain.**^ • And be cut off that axe also with'^three shaflla as if 
H were a seMime stalk. And With fire shafts winged wiih the 
feathers of the Kanka bird, be cut that Qaiaghni into feag<» 
That mighty car-warior then, having cut off the arrow 
aped by the rnler of the Madras, forcibly cat off the d4rt sped 
hy Bhagadaita in that battle/* As regards the other fieice 
shafts, « BhimaseOnC proud of his feats in battle, cut them 
each Into three fragments by means of bis own straight 
Aafta** And he struck each of those great bowmen also 
With three shafts. Then Dhananjaya, during the progress "of 
that dread'rul battle, beholding the mighty car- warrior Bhima 
striking the foe ^nd baftling (against many) with fats arrows. 
Came tbithesBQuJIiis car/*^* Then those bulls among 
of thy army, beholding those two higb-souled sons of Phndu 
togetlicr, gave tip afl hopes of victory/* Then Aijuna, 
desirous slaying Bbishma, placing Cikhandio before him, 
approaoned Bhima who had been fighting with those great 
, car- warriors and fell tipon those fierce combatants, number- 
*.Dg ten, of tby army, O Bhirata. Then Vibbatsn, desirous 
of doing what^was agreeable to Bhima, pierced all those war- 
riors, O king, who had been battling with Bhima, Then king 
Dur^'odhana u^ged Su9arman ***** for the destruction of both 
Arjuna anff Bhimasena, saying, — O Su^arraan, go thou quickly, 

* supported by, a large force Slay those two sons of Pandn, 
viz., Dhananjaya and Vrikodara I— Hearing these words of 
^is, the Trigarta king who ruled the country called Prasthala,** 
quickly rushed in battle upon those two bowmen, viz., Bhima 
and Dhananjaya, and surrounded them both by many thou* 
imndl^jf cars!** Then commenced a fierce battle between 
Arjuna and the foe/ 


SsenoM CXV. 

* ‘^Sanjaya Arjuna covered with his straight shafts^ 

the mighty ear-warrior Cab'a who was struggling vigorously 
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be piereod^Su^armiui and Kripa Vitb tbrae' 
nm^a eaeb. Jui4 ia battle ^be Atira4;^ aiPin^* 

lii^ tb^ bioit» #tir«o); tbe rai^r of (^he Pifigyotiriiair, aiwl ^ajri|- 
^ratha tV Wg tbe l^dhtie, and Cbiiraeetia.^ and Vibarofi, 
and Kniaii^anaaiii aad Ihirmar^acMt, O moDarcfa/and tboea 
iwo mighty c^r-wAftiore, tbe pritiees of liTaoti eaQ|i* 
winged with the feathers of the JTanJf^ 
and tfm paaoook.*^^ Jayadratha, staying on th^ car of •CbUif *- 
eenii^ pierced Pirtha (in retarn>, O Bhirata, and IfaeD) with- 
out loe of tiine^ Bhima al 80 » with his shafts/ *iLiid Calyp* « 
and that foremost of car-warriors, eiz,, Kripa, both^piero^ 
Jishna^ Q monarch, with diverse arrows capable of pene- 
trating into the very vitals/ Thy sons headed by Chitrasenp,. 
O king, each quickly pierced Arjuna and Bhimasena in tbqt " 
battle, Q sire^ with five sharp shafts. Those twolbremost pf 
car-warric^ however, vis,, those sons of Eunti, those bdlls 
of Bbaiata’s roce,^ began in that battle to a/iOi&t the mighty 
host of the Trigartas. Su^annaa (iti rcttirn) pierced ^Fartha 
with nine swift arrows/ and uttered a loud shout frightening 
the vast host {of the Pandavas). And other 'il?|eic car- 
warriors pierced Bhimasena and Dhan^njaya with many^ 
straigfat-goipg arrows of keen points and golden wings. 
these car- warriors, however, those two bulls of Bharata’s racl^ 
vis,, the two dbnS of Kunti,*®*" those great car-warriors, 
lo(nced exceedingly beautiful. And they seemed to sport amid 
them like two furious lions amid a herd of^ine.‘* Cflttihg 
ofiF in various ways the bowrfatrd arrows of njany brave warriors 
in that battle, tbosa two heroes felled the head9gf combatants 
by hundreds upon hundreds.** Innumerable cars were broker^ 
and steeds by hundreds w'ere slain, and many elephants^ along 
with their riders, were laid low on the field in that dreadful 
. blditle.** And car-warriors and horsemen and ^elephantn-idcrs. 

large nnmbers, O king, deprived of life, were keen moving 
in convulsrony all over the field.** And the earth ,was covered 
with slain elephapts and foot-soldiers in largc^ h|pds, and steeds 
deprived of Ufs, and cars broken in diverse ^^4 the 

prowess we beheld there of Fartba was highly wonderful, inas- 
. nmeh as holding in chock all those heroes, that mighty warrior 



ijBMksed « graati aiMightor.** Sfipa< aqd 'Kci4««MDaMkr add 
jraj^wbatika ^ nder of (Am Siiidlliti^ faid Viod* aad dkopti^ 
of Aw>%ti . ‘tlwi OBdid 

bownuui tAhohi ud that taighty eanr^wavtioa ^iiiitogaa ib 

tlu^ battle^to roat tlio fieroo hoit of the ^Nm 

Oa that •nayll qaiekly 4^>ed at Dhaaanji^’ta m» aiyxiada ofm 
layriadB aod uiltioaB upoa millioas «d umm fomiAod ' 'HiA 
pOMoeh foatiiefa.** bovaret, diOB^ag thoM atrewa by 

meaas of ti|s owa anowy sbowets, begaa to aend tboae mighty 
ear>wam(»8 to Xoma's abode.'* The great ear*warrtor CMya 
tbea, uctted with wrath aad is if sporUag ia that battle, 
^amok Pirtha ia the chest with some straight diafts of broad 
beada** Pirtha thea. eottiag off by meaaa of fire shafts 
Galya’s l^w and leatbera fence, pierced the latter deeply In 
the very ritals with many arrows of keen poiata.** Taking op 
another bow cabbie of bearing a great strain, the ruler of the 
Madras thentmonsly attacked Jishau" widi three arrows, 
O king, and V’isudcra.with fire. And he struck Bhimaseoa 
in the spo3> od the chest with nine arrowa** Then Dronh, 
O king,Ts^ that , mighty car 'warrior, viz,, the ruler of tho 
Magf^dhas, commanded by Duryodbana, both came to that 
/tpOt" where those two raigbthy car-warriors, fjiz., Pirtha 
and Bhimasena, were slaughtering the mighty host of the 
Korn king." * Jayatscaa (the king of the liagadhps) then, 
Q bpll of Bhtyata’s race, pierced Bhima, that wielder of awful 
weapons ia battle, with eight sharp arrows." Bhima, howcrer, 

. pierced him (in return) with ten arrows, and once more with 
fire. And with another broad-headed shaft he felled Jayatsena’a 
Vxbariateer from his niche* in the ear.** Tho steeds (of bis oar), 
DO longer restruned, ran wildly in ail directions and thns 
car-ried away the ruler of the Magadbas (from battle) in 
the sight of 'all the troops.** Meanwhile * Drona, noticing 
an opening! pierced Bhimasena, O bull of Bharsta’s race, 
wiU) eight keen shafts furnished with heads shaped after the 
frog’s mouthy* .Bhima, howerer, erer deKgbting in* battle, 
picfcod th^'^iboefptor, who was worthy of paternal rererenee, 
With fire' bfoad-^mded arrows, and then, O Bh&rata, with 
siylyi” Aijuna, again, piercing Sufaiman with a large number 
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0 f mnomn made (wliolljf ) of ifgn, deWojT^ hio ^foofj Kto tbe 
tompoil dei^oj^iig mAsoft of oiOtidoi** * Tl^n 

ted fcte king *0tti;^o«Hiute)i ted Vrfliadwlia tee r)%to 

of tee k<i 9 «dte eeeited with rago^ edvesioed y^oa Bhimteote 
md Dhteanjq^^ At this, thf heroic wafriors *tee Bter 
dava army* a&d OhiishtadyiiiiiQa the soa of Pril^ta» mahed 
ia battle : agaiiiat Bbiabma who was advanciog like Death 
liimsrif with wide*o{>eo mouth.** Cikhandm als^ sigbtihg the 
gsaadsiro of tbe Bharajas, was filled with joy aad^ rushed at 
him, abandooiDg ail fear of that mighty car- warrior.** Tbte 
all tee Fftrthas with Tudhishthira at their head, (fiaciug 
Cikhandin ia tee van, aad uoiting with tbe Sriojayas, fought 
with Bhishma in battle.** And similarly all the warriors of 
thy army, placing Bhishma of regulated vows in their van, 
fought in battle with all the Parthas h<^ed by CiStiandin.** 
The battle then that commenced there betweeit the Kauravas 
and the sons of Pindu for the sake of BhisUllflrs victory or 
victory over Bhishma, was exceedingly terrible.** indeed, 
in that game of battle, played for the sake of vic tory or the 
reverse, Bhishma, O monarch, became the stake on^J^ich tbe 
victory of thy army depended.*^ "Then iftirisbtadyjamna, O ‘ 
king, comm%nded ail the troops, saying, — Kush against jthc 
sou of Oanga ! Do not fear, yo best of car-warriors 
Hearing those woAla of their generalissimo, tht army of ibo 
Pgntlavas quickly a<Ivanced against Bhishma^ ready to lay 
down their lives in that dreadful battle.** Bhisnma then,* thUt 
foremost of car- warriors, receiv(W that Isurge.host rushing to- 
wards him, like tbe centiuent receiving the surgihg sea.”'** 


Section CXVI. 

"Ohritar&sbtra said,— ‘How, O Sanjaya, did £Jantamj5 son 
Bhishma of mighty energy fight on that the fenthdhy of 
battle, with the Pandavas and the Srinjayas • How also did 
the Kurus resist the Pandavas in battle I Doseube to me the 
great ftittle fought by Bhishma that ornament idi^battk !’* 
“Sanjaya said, — will presently describe to thee, O BhE- 
tata, how the Kuravas fought with the Pandavas, and ho]v 
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t^t batik took pUoik* Day afii^ ^y mluiy mi|^y oaMroi^ 
lion of thjraatiyi oxoited with mntkt^wvn daq>»toltad ^ febf 
otbor vwrld by tbo 4wdeiii*4«dko(} (A|{oiia) oriHi jEiif gt«<i^ 
iroypok.* Tho eTor>netoriowi Kara wanimt 8iuidhip» alia^ 
•gneaUy tp his tow, otirays ofoaed a groat OMnagiB among jtho 
fbrtha ar&y.* O obastiaer of fooa, bebol^g Rbiibma %bt«««g 
at tho head of the Kurus, and Aquae also fighting at the hnad 
«f the Pinchhlas, we oould not say truly ^ on whioh aida tho 
vietoiy whuid deelare itself* Ob that lAe' tenth day of battio* 
when Bhishma and Arjuna eneouatered eadi other, awful was 
tho carnage thit took place.* On that day, O aeoroher of foes, 
Cbntanu’a son Bhishma. conversant with high and mighty 
.weapons, repeatedly slew thousands upon thoosands of warriors.* 
Uaoy, O Bb&rata, whose names and families were not known, 
but whoT' endued with ^eat bravery, were unretreating from 
battle, were om that day slain by Bhishma.* Scorching the 
P&ndava ten days, Bhishma of virtuous soul gave up 

all dejdre of protecting his life.** Wishing his own slaughter 
presently at the head of his troops, — 3fo more ekall I glay large 
nun^l^nf foremost of toarriqrsi — thought thy mighty-ariBed 
sire Devavrata. And seeing Yudbisbthira near him, O king, he 
address^ him, saying,'*— >0 Yudhisbthiia, O ^hou of great 
.'wiialoni, O thou that art acquainted with every branch of learn- 
ing, listen to tiiese righteous and heaven-tedding words, O sire, 
that I say :** . O Bbirata, I no longer desire to prolc«t, (J aire, 
tbi/body of iLine ! I have passed much time in slaying large 
numbers of men in battle !'* 'If 'thou wisbest (o do what is 
' agreeable to me, strive to slay me, placing Pirtha with the 
^ P&nchklas and the Sriojayasat thy van !'*— Ascertaining this to 
*Ce £is intention, king Yudhishthira of true eight proceeded to 
battle with the Srinjayas (for his support).'* Theu Dhrishta- 
dyamaa. O king, and Piudu's sea Yudhiahthtra. having heard 
thoua^ordd of Bhishma, urged their anay on.'* And Yudhiah- 
thira aiud<-rAdvuice J F^hti Yanquisb BbMb™*ki batUe! 
To all will hcj^r^ected by that conqueror of,foea. via., diahnu of 
iii ^flibMi And this gread bowman, this geneialiAime (of 

mr faeces), via., ‘the son of Prishats, as also Bhima. will assur- 
edly protect you S**’** Ye Srinjayas, entertain no fear today of 
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S&litail4 in bittle i ire Will ratiqti^ Bh^ma 

Wdi^, Oikhandia ^ our tun cm the teafli 

dky Of battle tfiade each a voir) the FiadaYjie, reoolYed 4a 
(banquet oir) go to beareii, adraiioed^ blinded by rage/^ With 
CHkhanditi an^ Dbababjaya the son bf Ptndil .te»tbe f<Mre; 
And they made the tnoet vigorOoB effoHs for the oydrtbroir ol 
BIAibiiia** Then diverse kings, of great might, ^irged by tby 
BOfi, and accompanied by Drona and his son and a large force,*^ 
and the mighty Das$iaana at the head of all his uterine 
toothers, proceeded towards Bhishma staying^ in^ the midst of 
that battle.^ Then those brave warriors of thy army, placing 
Bhishma of high vows in their van, battled with the Phrthas 
beaded by Cikhandin.** Supported by the Chedis and the* 
P&nch&las, the ape*bannered (Arjuna), placing C^kbandin 
ahead, proceeded towards Bhishma the son of C&ntann.*]^ 
And the grandson of Cini battled with Brona’s son, and 
Bhrishtaketu with the deseendant^f Pum, and ndh&raanyu 
with thy son Duryodhaiia at the head of his follon^rs.**^ 
And Yir&ta, at the head of his forces, encountered ^v^draths 
supported by his own trooper And Yirdhaksbatra's heir, 
O chastiser of foes, encountered thy son Cbitrasena ajmcd 
with ezcelledt bow and aiT 0 W 8 .f** And Tudhishthira pro- 
ceeded against the^m^hty bowman Calya at the head of his 
troops. And Bhimasena, well protected, proceeded against 
the clcphant*di vision (of the Kaurava army).** ^nd Dh^i^ta- 
dyumna, the prince of Panchila^ excited with fury and ac^m- 
pauied by his brothers, proceeded against Drona, thai; fore- , 
most of all wielders of weapons, invincible, and irresistible^.** 
That chastiser of foes, viz,, prince Vribadvala, bearing gm ksa* 
standard the device of the lion, proceeded against Subhadni's 

V For T^hdmansfiA the Bombay text reads Abkiman^, — T. • 

♦ Both the. Bengal and the Bombay texts are here affaulfT^ fol- 
low the text ax sfttlad by the Bardwan Pandits. If the pmendation of 
the BofCIwan Pandits be rejected, 28 would rea<^aai*<Yirata, at the 
bead of hit fomea, encountered Jayadmtlfa supported owil tronpa» 

and also TArdhaskhemi’s heiri O chastiser of (pes This would be 
evidently wrong.— T. 
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fOQ whose stawMlard bOM Uie devioe of tbe ITss^ihSm fl o ws a f . ** 
Thy sono, ioeoin^aied by iB<&y kiagi^ pnoeoAM 
Cikbai[idtii and Dliamnjaya the mm of PrittA, item of 
daaghteiiag boih of them.^ Whoa ibe odlnteteiiia of boih 
armies n^hed agmmt eaeb olher witb awfbl |wom% tlio 
oariih sbook (under their tread^** Beheading Ctotaaa^omi ia 
battK the dpmoiie of thy army and of the foe, O l^Atste 
heeame miagled with one anothmr.^ Tremendous was the diii» 
O BhiratSt that arose there of those watrlors bunitng with 
rsge and rushing against each othea And it was bmd oa 
all sid^» O king.** With the blare of eonebs and the leoniao 
shouts of the soldiers, the uproar became awful.** The splen^ 
^dour, equal to that of either the Sua mr the Moobi of bvsmK 
}ets and diadems of all the heroic kings, became dimmed.** 
And the dust that rose looked like a cloud, the dash of 
bright weapons*’ constituting its lightning. And tlie twang 
of bows, th^iW^izs of arrows, the blare of oonchs, the loud 
beat <of drums, and the rattle of oars, of both the armies, coii'* 
stitute d the fierce roar of those clouds.**"** And the welkin, 
over the field of battle, in cons»oquence of the bearded darts, 
the javejiins, the swords and showers of arrows of both armies, 
was darkened.** And car* warriors, and boreemenV felled horse*- 
^jl^en, in that dreadful battle.. And elephants killed elephants, 
and foot^soidiers slew foot-s>ldiera.*' And i^e battle jthat took 
pla<^ there fq^ Bhishma's sake, between the Kurus and the 
]^kndavas,^0 tiger among men, ^ was fierce in the extreme, 
like that between two hawks for a piece of fiesh ** Engaged 
in battle, thA encounter between those* combatants desirous 
^pf sj^ughtcring and vanquishing one another, was extremely 
dieadful r'*» 

Section CXVIL 

‘‘Sanjaya skid, — ‘Abhimanyu, O king, displayii^ his prow* 
ess for the Sal&3 />{ Bhishnia, fought with Hby son who was 
supposed 9 large force.* Then Duryodhana, excited with 
wrath, struck A^himanyu tU the chest with nih© straight 
arrows, and once more WUh three.* Then, in that battle 
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inflamed with •wrA^ hurled jat OmpfoAhmeOkB 
earB temille dart reBombtiiig the aieter of^eoth hereelC* 
Thy eon, hewdveri that luighty oai^warrier, O king,, with 
a hii0ad*headed arfow of great sharpneae, cut off hx twain tbaM 
dart of terriblo force coursing towards him with gi^t opead.^ 
Beholdieg that dart of his drop down on the earth, Arjuiia% 
wrathiul son piorced Duryodnana with three ^hafts in his 
arms and chest.* And once more, O chief of the ^Bharatas, 
that mighty car- warrior of Bharata’s race struck « the Kufu 
king with ton fierce shafts in the centre oi^ chest.* And 
the battle, O Bh^ata* that took place between those two 
heroes^ viz,, Subhadra’s son and that bull of Kuru’s race, the 
former fighting for compassing Bhishma's death and the latter^ 
for Arjuna’s defeat, was fierce and interesting to bel^d, and 
gratifying to the senses, and was applauded by all the kingsJ“J 
That bull among Brabmanas and chastiser ot foes, viz,, tho 
son of Droua, excited with wrath that battlelTareibly struck 
Satyaki in the chest with a fierce anx)vv.® The grandkon of 
Uita also, that hero of immeasurable soul, struck tjie^^precepr 
tor’s son in every vital limb with nine shafts ^winged with the 
feathers of the Kanica bird.^° A^wattliaman then, .in ^tbat 
bat/lle, straolt Satyaki (in return) with nine shafts, and once 
more, quickly, with thirty, in his arms and chest,^^ Then thab 
great bo^ynun of tiae Satwata race, possessed of great fame, 
deeply pierced by Drona’s son, pierced the latt^ (in r^t^rn^ 
with three arrows,^* The mighty car-warrior Paurava, cover- 
ing Dhrishtaketu in that battle with his shafts, mangled that 
great bowjnan exceedingly.** The mighty car-warfior Dhrish- 
Laketu, endued with great strength, cftiickly pierex^d the 
with thirty arrows/* Then the mighty car- warrior Faurava 
cut off Dhrishtaketu’s bow, and uttering a loud shout, pierced 
him with whetted shafts.** Dhrishtaketu theh,, up 

another bow; pierced Paurava, O king, with three and seventy 
shafts of g^eatf sharpness,** Those two great b&wiucn ^nd 
mighty* car-warrioffe, both of gigantic staturel^erced each 
other with showers of arrows.*’ Each sucepq^Sea in cutting *off 
the other’s Bow, and each slew the other’s* steeds. And both 
of them, thtiH deprived of their cars, then encountered eaob 
[ 54 ]_ 



lather in a ^ttle with aworda.^ And eath took tip a beauttftil 
shield made of BulPs bide and d^ked with a hundred moons 
and graced with a hundred ataiu And eactf of them abo 
foot up a, polished sword of brilliant lustre. * And thus equipt, 
they ru8bech\0 king, at each other, like two lions in the deep 
forest^ both seeking the companionship of the same lioness in 
her season,*^ They wheeled in beautiful circles, advanced 
and retreated, and displayed other movements, seecking to 
strike each other.** Then Paurava. excited with wrath, ad^ 
dressed DhrisbtaKctii, saying,— Tfaii, Faif,— and struck him 
i>n the frontal bone with that large scimitar of hia** The 
king of the Chedis also, in that battle, struck Paurava, that 
b«H among men, on hisshoulder-joint, with bis large scinrrtar 
of sharj^edge.** Those two repressers of foes, thus encounter- 
ing each other in dreadfull battle and thus striking each other, 
O king, bot ^fej l down on the field.** Then thy son Jayatsena^ 
taking Paurava up on his car> removed him from the field of 
battld*on that vchiclo** Aud as regards Dbrishtaketu, the 
valiantiami heroic Sahadeva, the son of M&dri, possessed of 
great prowess, bqrc him away'from the field.** 

V 'Chitrasena, having pierced Su^annan with many arrows 
made wholly of iron, once more pierced him witb»8ixty arrows, 
Md once more with nine.** Su^artnan, jiowevcr, excited with 
wrath in battle, pierced thy son, O king, with hundreds of 
prr^ws.** d^itrasena then, O monarch, excited with rage, 
pierced his adversary with thirty, straight shafts. Sonarman, 
however, pierced Cnritrasena again in return.*** 

, “ ‘In that battle for the destruction of Bhishma, Subba- 
«ui.>»son, enhancing his*Taine and honor, fought with prince 
Vribadvala,** putting forth his prowess for aiding (his sire) 
PArJ;ha then proceeding towards Bhishma’s front. The ruler of 
th§*fk'9alas, 'having pierced the son of Arjuna with five shafts 
made of iroiij** once more pierced him with twenty straight 
shafts. # TAen the son of Subhadra pierced ttfu Iruler of the 
Ko(;a!^ wiljp^eight shafts made wholly ^f iron.** ]Ete sue- 

U— ' BMMMM . .■ ^'iri J, 

* This Sa^arman eras not the king of the Trtgartab but another 
lA-r#ion who was on the Pandava side. — T, • 
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tieeded noti however^ Jui making the ruler of the llo^alaa 
tKemUe, aod, tbereior^^ be Jnca more {uerceci hinl with many 
airowa And^bklguna’e aqp then eut off VribadvaJa’s how,^ 
and strook him agam wkh thirty arrows winged with# the 
leathers of the Kanka bird. Prince Vriladvala then, taking 
np another Uow,*^ angrily pierced the son of J^fialguna in 
that battle with many arrows. Verily» O scorcher of foes, the 
baUte, for Bhiahma’s sake, that took place between them, both 
eacited with rage aD<^ both conversant with every mode of 
figbt» was like the encounter of Yali and ^Vasava in days of 
old on tbo occasion of the battle between tbe^ gods ahd the 
Aeuras.^‘^ 

« 'Bhimasena, fighting against the elephant-division, look<* 
cd highly resplendent like Cakra armed with the thunder 
after splitting large mountains.*'^ Ipdeed, elephants, huge 
as bills, slaughtered by Bhimasena in battle, fell down in 
numbers on the field, filling the ^earth with *8t)rSir shrieks.** 
Resembling noassive heaps of antinioyy, and of moimtain- 
Uke proportions, those elephants with frontal globys split 
open, lying prostrate on the «eartb, seemed like mountains 
strewn over the earth's surface.** The mighty bowman Yud- 
faishtbira. protected by a large force, afflicted the ruler* of 
the Madras, encountering him in that dreadful battle.^^ Tte 
ruler of the Madrks,*in return, displaying his ptowess for the 
sake of Shishma, afflicted the son of Dharm^that mighty 
car-warrior, iu battle,** The king of the Smdhus, Having 
pierced Virata with nine stnughft arrows of keen points, once 
\xiore struck him with thirty,** Virata, howdver, O king, 
that commander of a large division, struck Jayadratha 
centre of his chest with thirty shafts of keen points.** The 
ruler of the Matsyas and the ruler of the Sindhus, both armed 
with beautiful bows and beautiful scimitars, both deckedJvith 
handsome coate of mail and weapons and standarct, and both 
of beautiful^ f(Mns, looked resplendent iu that bcTttle.**^ 

'Drona, encountering Dhrishtadyumua tjio lince of the 


* Both tlw Bengal and the Bombay texta ^ave BatMnika, TliO' 

csri^t reading, aa settled by the Bordwau Fuudits, ia QoJduika^—lL. 
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PEi^iOblfia io dreadfitl batUe, fieipeljr wkh him sfi^^hk 

Tkm |>i!Oii% Q kmg, likviiig ^eai aff the faurge ha«r 
of PcislMt»'« ipiamd hkn doefriy wU^ Theo 

tha4 sla^r of hOstUa hevoee, viz., the aon of Prubatay lakiiig 
up aaotbeir l^w, aped at Drona, who waa ooate&<Kag with hka^ 
niafiy lanroW^ The mighty ear^warrior Ihrc^ia. howeyei!; 
oat off ail those arrowa, strikiDg them with hia own* AmA 
tbmi Broaa ^ed at Dsapada*a son five fierce ehofta/* Then 
that alaycf erf hostile heroos, viz., the spn of Prisbata, eseited 
with rage, littrled at Drona in that battle a mace resembliDg 
the rod of Deafh himself,^* Drona, however, with fifty arrows 
checked that mace docked with gold as it coursed impetuoasfy 
towards him,*® Thereupon that macc, cut into fragmeuts,«0 
king, by those shafts shot from Drona’s bow, fell down on the 
earth.*^ Then that scq;rcher of foes, viz., the son of Prishata. 
beholding his niacc baiUed, hurled at Drona an excclleut dart 
made a iron.** Drona, however, O Bhirata, cut that 

dart M|itb nine shafts, in that battle, and then alHictod that 
great bowman, viz., the son of Prishata.** Thus took place, 
6 kingf^that fierce and awful i>attle between Drona and the 

* eon of Frishata, for the sake of Bhishma.*^ 

/'‘‘Arjuna, getting at the son of Oangfc, afflicted him with 
many arrows of keen points, and rushed at him like an 

* * I 

infuriate elephhnt in the forest upon another.** King Bhsga^ 
datt^ howev^, of great prowess then rushed at Arjuna, and 
check^ nis course in battle with showers of arrows.** Arjuna 
then, in that dreadful battle,* pierced Bbagadatta’s elephant^ 

* coining towaAls him, with many polished* arrows of iron, that 

bright as mlvcr«* and furnished with keen points.*^ 
The son of Kunti, meanwhile, O king, urged Cikhandiu, say- 
ing, Proceed, proceed, towards Bhiskma, and slay him /•• — 

Thei^K^ elder brother of Pandu, the ruler of the Pr&gyo- 
tishss, abamdoning that son of Pindu, quieWy proceeded, 
O king,^ agaihst the car of Drupada.** Thdh 'Aijuna, O 
monareh, spts^tly proceeded towards Bhishma, placing Oikban- 
ditt ahead. then there took place a fierce battle,*® 

for all the brave contbatants of ihy army rushed ‘with great 
vigor against Arjuna, uttering loud shouts, And all this 
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aMMed exlremely pke the wind dkipermg in 

aiiiwmer XM8^ el clen^ in welkin,. Atjisas JlMpetsed^ O 
kkig, all those* diverse disuijtki ol th^ sons*** 
bowe7er,i without any anxiety, o<MEniiig up at Ihe grandsn^ ef 
the Bhacaias, quiekly pietced l^m with a geeat arrows.^ 
As/r^atda B&iehtna, bis oar was then bis fire-chamber. Mm 
bow was the flame of that fires. And swords and darts and 
maeea constituted the fuel of that fire. And* the dhowe^ 
of arrows ho shot were, the blazing sparks of that* fire with 
which he was then consuming Kshatriyas imihat battle/^ As 
a raging conflagration with constant supply of fuel, wafldercih 
amid mosses of dry grass when aided by the wind, so did 
Bhishma blaze up with his flames, scattering his celestial 
weapons.” And the Kuril hero slew the Somakas that follow- 
cd Pirtha in that battle. Indeed, t^at mighty car- warrior 
checked also the other forces of Arjuna,*® by means of hie 
straight and whetted shafts furnished witlr «*vfing8 of gold. 
Filling in that dreadful battle a 11 the^ points of the Cfpapass, 
cardinal and subsidiary, with his leonine shouts, B^iisbma” 
felled many oar-warriors, O king, (from tbeir cars) ai^d many 
steeds along with their riders. And he caused large bodies * 
of cars to ia%k bkc forests of palmyras shorn of their *laafy * 
heads.” That foremost of all wielders of weapons, in that 
battle, dt^rivod cats and steeds and elephants, df their ridera” 
Hearing the twang of his bow and the slapjof his palms, 
both resembling the roll of thunder, the froo^s, O* ling, 
trembled all over the field.’^® Tfle shafts, Cl chief of men, of 
Ihy sire were never bootless as they fell. Indeed, shot from 
Bhishma’s bow they never fell only touching the bodies ^ fho 
foe (but pierced them through in every case).^^ We saw crowds 
of oars, O king, deprived of riders, but unto which were yoked 
fleet steeds, dragged on all sides with the speed^of the yjjnd.’* 
Full fourtceu-|housand great car-warriors of noble parentage, , 
prepared kf down their lives, unretreatirfg,* and brave, 
and pdlsessed of standards decked with gold,^b^figing to 
ChediB,*tho Ka<;is, and the Karushas, approcw^nihg Bhfishma, 
that hero who resembled the Destroyer Jhimself with wide- 
op< 4 n mouth, were despatched to the other world, with their 
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atoedfli, oars sad elepbaats* ^Tlwe* w« 9 . not, O kin^* a aii^lo 
great car*wikrnoa among tbe SomAkaa, frlio, baviag appmobed 
m tliat battle, returbed ivitli Ufo tihafi ^gage^ 
tneab Bohoklibg Bhkbma'e proweai^ people'regaided all those 
warriors approached him) as afaraady despatchod te^ the 
abode of the King of the Dead Indeed, no oar^warrior ven^ 
tured to appjroaoh Bhishma in battle/^^* exoept the hetoie 
Arjuna having white steeds (yoked onto, bis car) and owning 
Krishna for bis charioteer, and Oikhandio> tbe prince of P&ti’* 
ebata, of immeasurable energy/ 


Section CXVIlt 

*‘Sanjaya said. — 'Cikbandio, O bull among men, approach* 
ing Bbirama in battle, .struck him in tbe centre of the chest 
mth ten broad*headed arrows.* The son of Qangk, however, Q 
Bhkrata, ool^Tteoked at Cikhandin with eyes blazing with wrath 
and aa if consuming tl^e Panchila prince with that look.* Rc* 
membei^ing bis femininity, O kiug, Bhishma, in the very sight 
of ail, struck him not. Cikhandin, however, understood it 

* not,* Tl^n Arjuna, O monarch, addressed Cikhandin, say ing, ~ 
Rush quickly and slay the grandsire i* What needst thou say, 
O^bero ? Slay the mighty car- warrior Bhishma ! I do not see 
any other warrior in Yudhiahthira*8 army* who is epm potent 
to fight witb^bishma in battle, save tbee, O tiger among men ! 
t say this |nily !* — ^Tbus addressed by P&rtha, Cikhandin, O 
bull of Bharata’a race, quickly covered tbe grandsire with 

* diverse kinds bf weapons.^ Disregarding* those shafts, thy sire 
< ^axjiyrata began, with bts shafts, to check the angry Arjuna 

only in that battle.* And that mighty car-warrior, O sire, 
began also to despatch, with bis shafts of keen*points, the whole 
arm^^ the Fandavas to the other world.* The P&ndavas also, 
O king, after the same manner, supported by l^lmr vast host, 
begw to^ overwhelm Bhishma like the cloudCI^*o6veriDg the 
maker of d^y^ .O bull of Bbarata’s racer surrounded on alt 
rides, £hat E^irata hero consumed many brave warriors in that 
battle like a raging conflagration in the forest (consuming 
numberlea trees).** The prowess that we then beheld there 
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df thy son (Danf&sana) Wafii vonderfut; inasmudi as be battled 
Wtib miftha atid pr^i^ed llie ^adsire at tbe ^me tlibe/* 
With that of thysoa i^us^^na, that illustiioiis t{ewqm>« 
all the people thefe were highly gratified^** iCloiie he battled 
with all the mrthas hanng A/jaaa amongfst tbpip ; aiKt be 
fought with siioh vigor that the Phodavas wore eoable to festsl 
him.*^ Many oar-warriors were in that battl^ deprived of 
their cars by Oust^oaaa* A&d many mighty bowmen on'horse- 
back and many migbty^warrior% elephant/* pierced with 
Dus^isana's keen shaftSi fell down on the Varth* And many 
elephants, afBicted with bis shafts, ran away in all directions 
As a fire fiercely blazeth forth with bright flames when fed 
with fuel, BO did thy son blaze forth, consumiug the Pandava 
host.** And no car-warrior, O Bhhrata, of the Pandava host 
ventured to vanquish or even proceed against that warrior of 
gigantic proportions/* save Indra’s son (Arjuda) owning white 
steeds and having Krishna for his charioteef.***Tben Aijuna 
called also Vijaya, vanquishing Du89ls^a in battle, 0 #kiog/* 
in the very sight of all the troops, proceeded against ^hishma. 
Though vanquished, thy son, however, relying upon the might 
of Bhiahma'a arms,*® repeatedly comforted his own .side and* 
battled witih the P&ndavas with great fierceness. Arjima^O* 
king, fighting with his foes in that battle, looked exceedingly 
resplendent.** ** Then Cikbandin, in that battle, O king, 
pierced the grandsirc with many arrows whose t<!kich resembled 
that of the bolts of heaven and which were as f^tal as tfie 
jAoison of the snake.** These arrows, however, O monarch, 
caused thy sire little ^in, for the son of Oanga*received them 
laughingly.** Indeed, as a person alBicted with heat 
fully receives torrents of rain, even so did the son of Ganga 
receive those arrows of Ctkhandin.** And the Kshatriyas 
there, O king, beheld Bhishma in that great battle as a Jbeing 
of fierce vlsa|;e who was incessantly consuming the troo^ of« 
the bigh-sdbila Pkndavas.** * • ^ 

• . • _ ^ • 

• Both the Bengal and. the Bombay text? jreac in* the 

second line bf 21. The Burdwaii Pundits ar« for correcting it aa 
I do not think the correction happy.— T. 
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iiaid aato theia^^Rnsh ye agiaiii^ PbilfUM from *11 aidee f* 
aoqattiiitedi with the detiee of a odmmatMlar» will 
pvoheet yon !~7lius nddressedi the KMfava^tioofMi oaetiag eS 
all feaKi with the Pandatas.^ ( Aad eace mere* Dovyo* 
dha^ said imto them), — ^With his tall staodard ' beawag the 
device of th^ golden psilmyra, Bhishma stayetb, fioteetiiig 
the hohor and the armoor of all the Dhhrt^uasbtra waniofs I** 
The voey g<^s, striving vigoronaiy. oannpt vaii<tutab the ilkuh 
tiiotts and mighty Bhishma ! What need he said, thefe&sre» 
of the Marthas vrho are mortals ?** Therefore, ye wairiora dy 
iMit a^vay from the field, getting Pbhigana for a foe I I mysel( 
atrivuig vigorously, will today fight with the Panda vaa,*^ 
uniting with aU«of you, ye lords of earth, exerting joursclvcs 
actively ! — Hearing theie words, O aionarch, of thy son with 
bow in hand,*^ ftiany mighty combatants, excited with rage, 
belonging to TBtf Videhas, the Kalingas, and the diverse tribes 
of the«Dasorakas,*^ fel^upon Phalgiiua. And many combatants 
also, bej^nging to the Nishados, the Sauviras, the Valhikas, 
the Daradas, the Westerners, the Northerners, the Malavas,** 

‘ the Ablvigh&tas, the Curasenas, the Civ is, the Vasatis, the 
' Calwas, the Cakas, the Trigartas, the Aiuvasht)|S8, and the 
Iftekayas,*^ similarly fell upon P^tba like flights of insects 
upon a fire. TThe mighty Dhananjaya, ‘otherwise called Vi- 
bhatsu, tben,^ monarch, calling to mind diverse celestial 
wea^hs and aiming them at those great ear-warriors at the 
beads of their respective divisions,* quickly cousumod them 
all, by raea»s*of those weapons of great force, like tire con-' 
#« pmiD P a flight of insects. And while that firm bowman 
was (by means of his celestial weapons) creating thousands 
upon thousands of arrows, his Gdmliva looked highly 
respkndent in*the welkin. Then those Rbatriyas, O monarchy 
afliiked with those arrows, ivitb their tall standards torn and 
overthrown,** * could not, even together, approach the ape^ 
bannered (Pa.r|bajk, Car-warriors fell down with their stahdards, 

-r— - ~ - ' 

^ In the second lint of 35. fw galdniidnj the trite reading, I appre* 
hirud, b suhuniiiln, — T. 
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MdUmfemm wUli lund elephMlf^iidbiii mith 

tJMr 0lBphmi9, mitk hm ^ 

mAh niui iOKHifo^vdrdd m 41 44^3 with tk0 
of tibuMNft lui^ ronited to <ooiisoqueo0e 0( tbe *A0it$ Sam 
As3wm*9 wtm/k PirUio then^ p maiij»obK bovtof;Jlr<itt4ie4 
Kjkumvo lurmV/^* 9|ped many anrows at* Pue^laaiia. Tboaft 
ujumn wi4i tooo heada fuerciog tby son DuiB^Utana tbro^gb^^ 
aU oati^rod tho eart^ like eaakee threugh ant-Sulla Ikrjttiia 
then Blew DiiBQ&saoa’B^teedsr and then felled bia o&arioteer.** 
Aod the lord Arjuna, with tweaty sbaftB, 4eprive<f Vivmg^ati 
of bis ear, aad atruck }um with fire straight ^shafts.^^ And 
]H6fmog Kripa aad Vifcaroa and Calya with many arrows made 
wholly of iron, Kunti’a son owning white steeds deprived a|^ 
of them of their cara^* Thus deprived of, their oars wd 
vanquished in battle by Savyaskchin, ^ripa and Calya, O sire^ 
and Dus^i^ana, and Vikarna, and yiviag9ati, all fied awa^. 
Having vanquished those mighty car-warriorsf chief of the 
Bharatas, in the forenoon, PiTrtha Mased up in thai^battle 
like a smokeless confiagration. Scattering his 8h|kfts all 
around like the Sun shedding^ rays of light, Partha felled 
many other kings, O monarch ! Making {hose mighty car- • 
warriors tur| their backs upon the field by means of bis aAqwy < 
showers/* Arjuna caused a large river of bloody current to 
flow in that battik ^tween the hosts of tbe^urus and tlie 
P&ifiiavaB, O Bhirata Large numbers of q^ephants and 
steeds and car-warfiors were slain by car-warridirs. And diady 
were the car-warriors slain by efephants, and many also were 
the steeds slain by ibot-soldiers/* And the bodies ot mahy * 
elephant-riders and horsemen and c^-warrior8,*cat off in th e, 
middle, as also their beads, fell down on eveiy part oT^e 
field/* And the field of battle, O king, was strewn with (slain) 
prtocea,— ^mighty car-warriors, — falling or fallen, decked ^with 
ear-iiogs an4ii^acelets/* And it was also strewn with tlfe bodies 
of many wasdi^ cut off by car-wheels, or trodden hy ele- 
phantai And foot-soldiers ran away, and horsemen dlso with 
their iforses/* And many elephants and car-.wjftiors fell down 
on all sides. 4nd many cars, with whfiets and yokes and 
standards broken, lay scattered all about on the field,” And 
[ 55 J 
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tite field of baHle, dyed with 01^ el^ 

phants, oteods, wnd eair^wAiTiors, Woked t^otiriil Uke m Ired 
clo«i.d ia the Wattmiiial eky.** * * Dog», md orowB,*"&nd TaUiiitao, 
aodwrolves, and* jaefcaHo, and many other frijg^tfnl hoaaila and 
birds, set ^ Joud howls, at sijj^t of the food that lay bo&m 
them:*^ Diverse kinds of winds blew along a\l directions. 
And M^kshasfls and evil spirits were seen ibere» uttming loud 
roars.^ And strings embroidered with gold, and costly ban* 
ners, were ^en to wave, moved by the wind.^* And thousands 
of umbrellas, and ^rcat cars with standards attached to them, 
were seen lying scattered about on the field.^ Then Bbisbma, 
O king, invoking a celestial weapon, rushed at tlie son of 
Sunti, in the very sight of aH the bowmen.** Thereupon 
Cikhandm, cladtin mail, rushed at Bhishnia who was dashing 
towards Arjuna. At this, Bbishma withdrew that weapon 
resembling fire \iQ effulgence and energy).** Meanwhile Kun* 
ti^s son ownin^'white steeds^slaughtered thy troops, confound- 
ing the grandsire.' *****^ 


Section CXIX. 

„‘* 5 :^anjaya said, — ‘When the combatants of IfKDth armies, 
strong in number, were thus disposed in battle array, all those 
uuretreatiug Beroes, O Bharata, set their' hearts upon the 
region of Brajima.’f*' In course of the general engagement lhat 
folloWed, the shine class of combatants did not fight with the 
same class of coiobatants, Ghr-warriors fought not wiih car- 
' warriors, oribot-soldiera with foot-soldiers,* or horsemen with* 
^hefraemen, or elephant-warriors with elephant- warriors. On 


* After the 60th verse, three lines occur in the l^mbay edition as 
foUox^ :-^*And nsany elephants, with standards on their backs, were 

seen^ flV awiky in all dkectiona. And many iCfthatria|s^ O monarch, 
armed with maces and darts and bows, were seen lyiu^^^i^trate on the 
field.^ Tbs firat line of 63 also is read differently in the Bombay t^at. — T. 

* The Beni^tekts read &c. ; the Bombay reading ia samam 

&c’\ I adopt we fohn^r reading. **8et their hearts upon the region of 

Brahma,’’ i. e., fought ^ resolved to win the highest heavVn by bravery 
or death in battle. — T. 
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tii^ other baud, O mo^areb, pombatenta fought with one 
another like madiaea Qreat and dreadful wps the cafomii; 
that ovjertook both the aimiea In that herce alaughtev wjjeia 
elephants and men spread themselves on the field/ all dist^q^ 
tions between them ceased* for ^bey fought indiscriiiHiiateiy^ 

“ *Then Calya, and Kripa, and Gbitrasenav 6 * Bhfirata** 
and Dus^&sana, and Vikarna, those heroes mounted on tbeie 
bright cars, caused the Pfindava host to tremble.* Slaugfhtered 
in battle by these high-souled warrions, the Panclava army 
began to reel in diverse ways, O king, IHce a b^t on the 
waters tossed by the wind.^ As the wintry (Sold cut% kine 
to the quick, so did Bhishma cut the sons of Pindu to the 
quick.* As regards thy army also, many elephants, looking* 
like ncwly>risen clouds, were felled by the illustrious Partha.* 
And many foremost of warriors too wcrp seen to be crushed by 
that hero. And struck with arrows and long* shafts in thou* 
sauds,^^ many huge elephants fell down, utttfring frightful 
shrieks of pain. And the field of ba^ttle looked be^yitiful, 
strewn with the bodies, still decked with ornaments, qf high« 
sauted warriors deprived of life, and with beads also tha& 
were still decked with ear-rings. And in that battle, kingi^ • 
which was ipo destructive of great heroes, when Bhislima 
and Dhananjaya the son of Pandu put forth their prowess, 
thy sons, O monarefi, beholding the grandsire* exert himself 
vigorously, approached him, with all their troops y»laced ahead^ 
Desirous of laying down their lives in battld and mating 
heaven itself their goal/*"*** they approached the P&ndavaa. 
in that battle, which was fraught with great dUnnage* The * 
brave Fandavas also, O king, bearing in mind the , 

injuries of diverse kinds inflicted upon them before by thco 
and tby son, O monarch, and casting off all fear, and eager 
to win the highest heavens, cheerfully fought with^thy 
son and the warriors of thy army. • ^ ^ 

*“Then UieT' generalissimo of the Pfindava aSrmy, viz,, the 
might3f car- warrior •Dhrishtadyumna, addressjng^ his soldiers, 
said/’— Ye Somakas, accompanied by the Srin^a^as, rush jro 
at Qanga’s^on ! — Hearing’ those words their commander, 
thq Somakas and the Srinjayas/* though afflicted with showeru 
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ItiAg, tlqr iii« StibAmm** iadOMMedt bjt 

tlt« iMugqra* 1* 4ayd of idd^ O a&ifti Orii 
RaoM bad bo BbkdmM «f gktiMtt i Aie mma rtB tiab 

ioslRMtia^u iMS|Kma wbioli tiita ao daitraeUva of boatUe taakbr 
Boljri^ on that insbraction uid oatising a gtoat Hurroo among 
tbe broo^of ,tbe foOi ibabalayar td boafeilo bamoa« ota.« tha ohi 
Kura granduro Bhialnma, day afiaa day, ,stew ten tboaaaad 
ivuTioia ^^the ^rtbaa.**^ On tbat.tiia tenth day, bd#> 
ever, O ball of BiArata’s raoe, Bhiabma, dngle>handed, alew 
ten thouaand eiephuita. And lAen be alow aeven gteat ear»«i^ 
xiors among tbe Matsyas and the nneh&Iaa, In addition to all 
•ibis, in that dreadful battle five thouaand foobeoldiem, and obe 
tbouaatd tuskefs, and ten thousand steeds,**^ were also slain 
by thy sire, O king, thsough skill aoqnired by edneation. Then, 
having thinned'the ranks of all the kings,** be Slew Oatinika 
the dear brothbf of Virfita. ^ And the valiant BU^ma, having 
slain Oatinika in battle,** felled, O king, full one thousand 
Kshatriyas with his broad-headed sbafta Besides these, all 
the Ktiiatriyas of the P&ndava<army who followed DhananjayS) 

‘ as soon ^ they approaobed Bhishma, bad to go to Tama’s abode« 
Covering tbe Pandava host from every side with* showers of 
arrows, Bhishma stayed in battle at the bead of the Kanrava 
army. Achieving the most glorious feats on that the tenth 
day'**** as h^ stayed between the two armies, bow in hand, 
hook of tiM kings, O monarch, could even look at him,** for 
he then resembled the hot midday San in the summer sky^ 
As Cakra «<iorohed the Daitya host In battle,** even so, 
O^harata, did Bhishmaasooroh the Andava host. Beholding 
him thus pot forth hk prowess, the slayer of Itadhtt,** vis.^ 
the eon Devaki, cheerfully addressing Dbananjaya, said,-** 
Tb^, Bbitiims, tbe son of Cintanu, stayetirtietWeea the two 
arniiesh^ Slaying him by putting forth thy^snight, thou 
miyst wiu riotory 1 Them, at that apob, whenlm^dke breaketh 
our ranfa, tiifsk^him, putting forth thy strmigth !** 0 lord, 
nope dse, saw t^o, veaturetb to bett the arrows of Btohma 1 
T-Tbns ui^^ed, th^ ape-bannered Aijuua at that mmnent** 
made Bhishma with hk car, steeds, and stiuidud, invkible. by 
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metOm of Ua atroiKi. iw^g tlw iara* 

mdtt of fimtii hy agtoaiN id W omi iMOwy ’gdoMof 

tlKMe 'riMMrwtf of diofto du^ % fiio son of Btadiu 
tto kil^ of duf PtnolAl*^ the onluat iknishtakotn^^* 
Bfaimaaena the son of PiDda,.Dbrahtnd 3 raniii».<^ Prisbfte’o 
noe, die toins (Nakala and Sahadeva^, Chekitana, and tfai^ 
five Kaikaya brothers,** and the mighty-armed* S&tyaki, and 
Subhadrii's son, and Gbatotkacha, and the (five) sons of 
Dianpadi, and Cikhaadio, and the valiaat Kantijthoja,'** and 
Sofarman, and Virkts, — these and many 'other powerful wan* 
ruin of the Pkndava army, afflicted by the shails of Bhuhma,** 
seemed to sink in an ocean of grief. Ph&iguna, however, 
teMned them alt. Then CHkhandin, taking np a -mighty 
weapon, and protected by Kiritin, rushed impetnooslY towards 
Bbishma alone. The nnvanqnished liKbfaatsn then, knowinj^ 
what should be done after what, slew all thotb that followed 
Bhishma, and then himself ru^ed at bin/. * And S&tyaki, 
and Cbekit&na, and Dhrishtadyumna .of Frishata’s mee,***** 
and Vir&ti^ and Drupada, and the twin sons of M&dri by 
P&ndn, all protected by that firm bowman (vjie., Aijuna), rash« 
ed against Bhishma alone in that battle.** And Abhimanyn,* 
and the fiue sons of Draupadi also, with mighty weapons ' 
upraised, rushed against Bhishma in battle.*' All those fi]fin 
bowmen^ unretreating from battle, pierced Bhishma in diverse 
parts of his body with well-iumed shafts.** Dftregardin^ all* 
those shafts, large in number, shot by those foilmoft of princes 
belonging to the Pindava ho8t,*Bhishma of* nndepres^ soul 
penetrated into the Pindava ranks.** And the g^adsire baffled 
idl those arrows, as if sporting the while. Frequently lookiag ab 
Cfikfawidin the prince of the P&nch&las with a laugh, he aimed 
not a single arrow at him, recollecting his femininity. On the 
other hand, he slew seven great ear-warriore belonghig to 
Drupada’s dr.'isioD.***** Then confused oriee of woe soon arose • 
amongst the 'Matoyas, the I^nch&las, and t'he*GI)jBdis^ who 
were together rushing at that single beao.4 *With large 
numbws of foot-soldiers and steeds and eamj and with showers 
ef arrows, • O scorcher of foes, they ovecwbelmed that single 
warrior, viz., Bhishma the son of Bhigiraibi, that scor^er 



ef IiHW, like doadh ovarwltfla^^ tlM^walrovtof <]»jr I 
id that battle between fain and tfaeiB^ wineli laeenfaled 
bat^e between the goda. and the iletMiiae 'itf da|Wt«if 

Clikhandin faefoie Idob! 


SscnoN CXX. 

*'Sa»jayi| md,-^*Thaa all the Fiiidavas^ {^lacing Cikhan- 
din before them, pierced Bhisfama in that battle repeatedly 
surrounding him on all sidea^ And all the Srinjayas, uniting 
together, struck him iwitfa dreadful pofa^&nts, and spiked 
(haoes, and battle-axes, and mallets, and short thick clubs, 
and beaded darts, and other missiles, and arrows furnished 
with golden wings, and Jarts and lances and kampanaa ; with 
long shafts, and Arrows furnished with heads shaped like the 
calf-tooth, and V^ckets. Thus afi9icted by many, his coat of 
mail wfs pierced eveiyyhere.**^ But though pierced in every 
vital part, Bhishma felt no pain. On the other hand, he 
then seemed to his enemies te resemble in appearance the 
' (all-destrpctive) fire that rises at the end of the Ttvga, His 
' bow imd arrows constituted the blazing flames (yf tl^at fire). 
The flight of his weapons constituted its (friendly) breeze. 
The rattle of Us car-wheels constituted its heat, and mighty 
•weapons consytuted its splendour. His beautiful bow formed 
its fierce toogud, and the bodies of heroic warriors, its profuse 
fuel.* And Bhishma was sebn to roll through the midst of 
'crowds of oafs belongings to those kings, or to come out* 
Xo t the press) at times, ^r course once more through their 
midst Then, disregarding the king of the Phnchhlas and 
Dhriditaketa,*^ he penetrated, O monarch, into the midst of 
the Qlndava aamy. He then pierced the six Pandava war* 
riorsi uilli Sityaki, and Bhima, and Dbananjay%«Jtbe son of 
Panda, wd Drupada, and Virhta, and DhrishWyumna of 
Prishata’s race^ with many excellent arrows «of great sbairpness 

■ iii. r i 

* Fortioiw ols^tbia B^ile are tataulogical. I have endeavoured to 
avoid repetition by strainius a word or two. — T 


the dtademideolted (Aijuna), plaoiiig 
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atod^dfea^iil ‘whizz aod tfzMediUg impetiioilt]^^ aiul 4Si^ail>le 
cif ]H«e^ ’^ongh Bttaey kiad of annoiir^ 

OMMOktriecs, bhwever, ehOckktg fihose keen eh^to,**“ 

Kikhisk with gn&t foroe, each of them sbrikit^ him with ten 
ehafta. Those mighty shafts, viheited on stone anc^ fomi^ed 
with golden "wings, which the great cm-warrior Cikhanthj^ 
ShoV* quickly penetrated into Bhishma’s bot^'. Then tiSe 
diadem-decked (Arjjina), excited with wrath, and placing 

Gikhandin ahead, rushed at Bhishma and cut off the latter’s 

^ • • 

bow. Thereapon those mighty car-warriors, seven in number, 
vie., Drona, and Kritavarman, and Jayadratha the ruler of 
the Sindhus, and Bhuri^ravas, and Gala, and Galya, and 
Bhagadatta, could not brook that act of Arjuna. Inflamed with* 
rage, they rushed at him. Indeed, those mighty par- war- 
riors, invoking into existence celestial •weapons,’**'* fell with 
great wrath upon that son of Pandu, and coffered him with 
their arrows. And as they rushpd towards *Phk}guna"s car, 
the noise made by them was heard'* to (esemble that made by 
the ocean itself when it swelieth in rage at the end^ of the 
YugcL^KiU, Bring up (our forces), Take, Pierce, Cut q^,'*— 
this was the furious uproar heard about Phalguna’s car. 
Hearing thai furious uproar, the mighty car- warriors of 4h6 
Findava army" rushed forward, O bull of Bharata’s rap^, 
for protecting Arjuna. They were Satyaki, and Bhimasena, 
and^Dhrisbtadyumna of Prishata’s race,** and^both Virlta * 
and Drupada, and 'the JRclkshasa Ohatotkalblia,^ and ^ the 
wrathful Abhimanyu. Thes*e Seven, inflamed with ^rage,*' 
and armed with exsellent bows, rushed with^ great, speed. * 
And the battle that took place between these and the , 
rava warriors was fierce, making the hair to stand on end ** 
and resembling, O chief of the Bharatas, the battle of the 
gods with the DcLnavae. Gikhandin, however, -that for^nost 
of car-warriocs, protected in the battle by the diadem-decked 
(Arjuna),** •{vierced Bhishma, in that encounkep, 
shafts dfter the latter’s bow had been cut off. • he struck 
Bhishma 8 charioteer with other shafts, and cutoff the latter’s 
standard with one shaft.** Then the son^ ^ Qaitg& took up 
another bow that was tougher. That even was cut off by 





BAlguma wUb I1 hc<m dMirp (E^wCty* « Ia49iB<i tiiu|l filiM^aftf o$ 
fbes!, vi&, Aj^ntr vlio vavd^Aueof ^^intg the eritjh 
ev«p lup left haed. exmted wii^ mga, ene idler eieotiher, eet 
all the hem thal Bhiahioa took ii{>.** Xhen Bhi^WM* irbeee 
bows were'th.os oal qS, ezelt^ with ra^, aed iiebing die 
ooiadsof w moath. toek up a darl that wde eapaUe of 
mmg a bill.” In rage be buried it at Fbtlgnna’e ear. Be? 
holduil' it eoone towards him like the hlanag briit of heaTee>** 
^ delighter oi tbe Pbodaras fixed fivp shup hroed’hnded 
arrows {oa ^ bowetring). Aod with those five arrows, O ebief 
of thslBharatab, the Mgiy Arjuna cut off ioto five fingmente 
that dart buried liroin Bhisbma’s arma. Thus cut off bp the 
*aiigty JLijuna, that dart then fell dowa**~** like a fissb •of 
lightning separated firom a mass of cloads. Beholding his 
dart cut off, Bhishma became filled with rage.** That hero, 
£hat sab)agator*of hostile cities, then began to reflect. And 
he said unto himself, — Witfa^ only a ringle bow I could slay 
all the Pandavas** if the mighty Vishnu himself had not 
teen their protector. For two reasons, however, I will not 
fight with the PSndavas,** viz., their unslayableness, and 
the feniiainity of' Cikhandin. Formerly, whmi my sire wed> 
ded Kkli, pleased (with me)** he gave me two boons, viz., 
that I should be incapable of being slain in battle, and 
that my deatll should depend on my oihi ‘ choice. I should, 
however, nctfr wish my own death, this being the pfoper 
hou^ (**— AscM-tuning this to be tbe resolve of Bhishma of 
immeasurable energy, the Bisfits' and the Va$v8, stationed ip 
the firmamcift, smd,*'— That which bathJbeen resolved by the4 
iF^proved by us also, €t>son ! Act according to thy resolution, 
O king ! Withdraw thy heart from battle I**— ^On the oonclu* 
mon of those words, a fragrant and auapicious breese, chargr 
ed jritb particles of water, b^pan to blow alopg a natural 
dir6cti<&.*** And celestial cymbals of load aounds began 

' ■ 

^ Thi BepgAl reading of this verso is vidoas. In the linOp 

loka^a ia inc<^4act/^>nd anmeaning, the correct word being 

In the eeoond lin^ again, lor PrUfuhdtcmha aarmnWof* t^e correct 

reading is PHihatOfUcha samanCa^as.--T. ^ ^ 
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to beat. And a flowery ^o^er/ell upon Bhisbma, O sire 
The words spoken by tjie I&ahia and the VaauB, however, 
Q king,, were nbt beard by any * one save Bhisfama bimseK 
I also heard thenf, through the power conferred on me by the 
Munv^^ Great was the grief* O monarch, that ^lled tjie 
hearts of the celestials at the thought of Bhishma, that favorite 
of all the worlds, falling down from his car.^* Having listen- 
ed to these words of fhe celestials, Chntanu's son Bhishma of 
great ascetic merit rushed not at Vibhatsu,^* even (hough he 
was then being pierced with sharp arrows capable of penetra- 
ting through every armour. Then Cikhandin, O^king, excited 
with rage, struck the grandsire of the Bharatas in the 
chest with nine sharp arrows. The Kuru grandsire Bhkhma, 
however, though struck by him in battle thus,*®"** trembled 
not, O monarch, but remained unmoved like a mountain 
during an earthquake. Then Vibhatsu, drdwing his bow 
G'liidiva with a laugh, pierced the son of Gdhg^ with five 
and twenty arrows. And once more, Dhp.nanjaya, with «grea(} 
speed and excited with wrath, struck him in every vital part, 
with hundreds of arrows. Thus.picrccd by others also with 
thousands of arrows, the mighty car- warrior Bhishma pierc- 
ed those others in return with great speed. And as regards 
the arrows shot by those warriors, Bhishma, possessed gf 
prowess in battle ttiaS was incapable of being baffled, equally 
ehccted tficm all with his own straight arrows. Ilhose arrows, 
however, endued with- wings of gold and whetted ^on stone, 
which the mighty car- warrior CiRhandin shot- in that Jjattle, 
scarcely caused Bhishma any pain. Then the d^c>om -decked 
(Arjnna), excited with rage and placing Cikhaudiri tQj:hc 
fore, approached Bhishma (nearer) and once more cut off his 
bow. And then piercing Bhishma with ten arrows, he cut 
off the latter s standard with one. And striking Bhishma’a 
chariot with *en arrows, Arjuna caused him to tremble. I’he 
son of Qanga then took up another bow that was* slTonger.^*"” 
Within,* however, the twinkling of an eye, as ^ocn, in fact, 
as it was taken up, Arjuna cut that bow also iut'o * three’ frag- 
ments with throe broad-headed shafts.** A^<l thus the son of 
.PartJu cut off iu that battle even all the bows of Bbisbma. 
[ 50 J 
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After that, Bkishma the son ef ^tiftanu no longer desired to 
battle with. Arjuna,*^ The latter, however, then pierced him 
with five and twenty arrows. ‘ That great bownten, thus piero« 
ed «great}y> th*en addressed Dnsf^ana, aOd sald/^—Bebold, 
P&rtba, t^t great car-warrior pf the Pandavas, excited with 
wrath in battle, pierceth me alone with many thousands of 
aiTows Qe is incapable of being vanquished in battle by 
the wielder of the thunder-bolt himself ! As regards myself 
also, O hero, the very gods, DUnavas, aud ItS/eaha8<M, united 
tc^ether,*^* are indhpaUe of vanquishing me ! What Ishall 
say tiien of mfghty car-warriors among men ?— While Bblshma 
was thus speaking to Dus^&sana, Philguoa, with sharp shafts,** 
• and placing Cikhandin to the fore, pierced Bhiahma in that 
battle. Then Bhishma, deeply and excessively pierced by the 
wielder of Odndiva ^ with keen-pointed shafts, once more 
Vldressed Dus^sana with a smile and said,— These arrows 
coursing towaisis me in one continuous line, whose touch 
resen^leth that of heaven’s bolt, have been shot by Arjuna. 
These (^re not Cikhandin’s. Cutting roe to the quick, piercing 
'through even ray hard coat of and striking me with 

the force of mu^halas, these arrows are not Cikhandin s. Of 

c 

tojLidh as hard as that of the Brahmana s rod (of clpstisement),*^ 
and of impetus unbearable as that of the thounderbolt,** 
these arrows ‘^are afflicting my vital foictfs. These are not 
Cikhaudin’s^«> Of the touch of maces and spiked bludgeons, 
arrows '♦are destroying my vital forces like messengers 
of Death*commi§sioned (by ike grim king himself) 1 These 
are not Qihhandin’s. Like angry snal^es of virulent poison, 
projecting ttieir tongues^ out these are penetrating into my 
vi^s. These are not Cikhandin’s,*****— these that cut me 


$ Brakma-danda literally means a BrAbmana's rod or bamboo-stick. 
In Cons^uence of the BrAhmana’s ascetic power, this Jhin rod (sym- 
bolical of the Br&hmana’s power of chastisement) is infinitely more 
powerful* than even ludra’s bolt. The latter can strike only one^ but the 
former can smi/^ Whole countries, and entire races from genejation to 
generation. ‘^Tith'oqly his Brahma-danda Va^iahtha baffled all the 
mighty and celestial w/%apoiia of VifiwAmitra. {vid^, Hdmdyamt section^ 
W, VfUnJkanda.) — T. 
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to the quick like tl^e celd« of^ winter cutting kine to the 
quick ! Save the hero^ wilder of Oandivq^ vit.f the ape** 
bannered Jiehnui even all othei kings united together canaofi 
cause me pain 1-A.Saying these words, Bhishma the vacant 
son of C&ntanu, as if for the object of consuming the'Fkndavas, 
hurled a dart at Partha. Partha, however, caused* that dart 
to drop down, cutting it into three fragments with thfSe 
shafts,**"** in the very sight, O Bharata, of ail th^ Kuna 
heroes of tby army. .Desirous of obtaining either death or 
violory, the son of Oanga then took up a sword and a shield 
decked with gold. Before, however, he coifld comK down 
from his car, Arjuna cut off, by means of his hrrows, that shield 
into a hundred fragments. And that feat of his seemed exr 
ceedingly wonderful Then king Yudhishthiip urged his own * 
troops, saying, — Rush ye at Ganga's son ! Do not entertaiU 
the slightest fear ! — Then, armed with bearded darts, atfd 
lances, and arrows, from ail sides, with anes, and excellent 
scimitars, and long shafts of great sharpness, with calf^toothed 
arrows, and broad- headed shafts, they all rushed at that single 
warrior.^* Then arose from among the Fandava host a loi\d 
shout. Then thy sons also, O king, de^rous of Bhishraa’& 
victory,’* surrounded him and uttered leonine shoutk Fierce* 
was the battle fought there between thy troops and those ^ 
the enemy’* on AaB the tenth day, O king, whtn Bhishma and 
At^iinaVnet together. Like unto the vortex that occurs ati 
the spot where Q$.n^ meets the Ocean, fc»a short nvhile a 
vortex occurred there wheref the troops of both arnfies met and 
• struck one another down. And the Earth, wet wifcl\gor5, assum-** 
cd a fierce form.’*"” And the even £md the une'fen spots on»her 
surface could no longer be distinguished. Although Bhishma 
was pierced in all his vital limbs, yet on that the tenth day he 
stayed (calmly) in battle, having slain tQn tho^usand warriors*. 
Then that^eat bowman, P&rtha, stationed at the head of his 
troops,’*"’* broke the centre of the Kuru array.. Ourselves thenr 
afraid of Kunti’s son Dhananjaya having white steedh attached 
to bis car,*® and afflicted by him with polilbf\ weappns, fled 
away from tfie battle. The Sauviras, the*Hitavas, the Easiern-^ 
ers, the Westerners, the Northerners* the Milavas,** the 
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Abhisbihas* the Curascaas, tbc Civie, the VaB&tis, the Oilwas, 
the CJayBB, the Trigartas» the Am^ashtbae, and the Kaik^as 
^pbeso and many other iilustrious wairiora^-afflic^d with 
andws'and pained by their wo unds» abandoned Bbishma in 
that battle while he was fighting with the diodem^ecked 
(Aijuna).** ^ Then a great many warriors, surrdunding that 
aisgle warrior on all sides^ defeated the Kurus (that pro* 
tooted Ittm) and covered him with showers of arrowa *^ — Throw 
down^ SeiTse^ Fights Cwt into pieces,— thia was the furious 
uproar, O *king, beard in the vicinity of Bhishma'a car.** 
Having slain in that battle, O monarch, (his foes) by hundreds 
and thousands, there was not in Bhishma’s body space of even 
pwo fingers’ breadth that was not pierced with arrows.** Thus 
was thy sire mangled with arrows of keen points by Phklguna 
in that battle* And then he fell down from his car with bis 
head to the east^ a little before sunset, in the very sight of 
thy sons. And ^bilc Bhishma fell, loud cries of alas aud ok, 
O Bhirata, were beard in tb6 welkin uttered by the celestials 
and tfib kings of the *earth. And beholding the bigh-souled 
grandsire falling down (from his car),*^'*’ the hearts of all of 
us fell with him. IThat foremost of all bowmen, that mighty- 
armed h<fro, fell down, like an uprooted standard of ludra, 
making the earth tremble the wbilo.f Pierced all over with 
arrows, bis body touched not the ground, At that moment, 
O bull of Bbayata’s race, a divine nature took posse^ioir of 
that^rcat boi^an lying on a bed of arrow&** The clouds 
poured a (<^ol) shower (over bjm) and the Earth trembled, 
•While falling be had marked that the Sun was then in the * 
Botjdhern solstiicc.*’ That hero, therefore, permitted not his 
*Bcns6Wto depart, thinking of that (inauspicious) season (of 
death). And ail around in the welkin he heard celestial voices** 

* ^ustead of **thc C&lwas, the Cayas, And the Trlgartas,’’ the Bombay 

* *. * 

text reads, — **the Trigartas depending on (king) Cawla.’^ I have not, 

* 

however, inet With any Trigartae under CAlwa’a rule, that race b>^ving, 
at this time, So^^^miKn for their ruler. — T. « 

t* Indra-ddhaja wafi a pole, decked with banners, crcatc^d in honor 
of India. The festival fiiracted consideiable crowds. —X. 
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sayings — Why, Oh whjr, should ^anga’s son, that foremost of 
all wieklers of weapons, yield up hie life during the southern 
declension ?’*-«-HeariDg these words, the son of OangE 
8 wer 0 d,~I am alive ! Although fallen upon the*eartfa, the 
grandsire Bhishma, expectant of the northern declension, suffer^ 
ed not his life to depart. Ascertaining that fo be ^fiis resftlve, 
GangE, the daughter of Himavat,**'^^ sent unto him the gre9^ 
Ridhie in swanlike forms. Then those Riskia *in tho forms 
of swans inhabiting the Mdncusa lake, quickly rosd up,’* and 
came together, for obtaining a sight of the Kufu grandsiro 
Bhishma, to that spot where that foremost of iien waCb lying 
oh his bed of arrows.’* Then those Rishis in swan-like forms, 
coming to Bhishma, beheld that perpetuator of Euru’s race 
lying on his bed of arrows.’®® Beholding ^hat high-souled 
son of Ganga, that chief of the Bharatas, they walk^ round 
him, and the Sun being then in the southern solstice, they 
said, addressing one another, these words i-v-Being a high- 
souled person, why should Bhisbhia pass out (of the world) 
during the southern declension ? — Having saiS these 
words, those swans went awa^jr, proceeding towards the south- 
ern direction. Endued with great intelligence, Bhishma, O, 
Bhirata, beholding them, reflected for a moment.’®** And. 
the son of bautanu then said unto them, — I will never p^ 
out (of the world) as long as the Sun is in the southern solstice ! 
Evtn tlAs is my rsolve.’®* I will proceed to my own ancient 
abode when the Sun reachetb the northerj> solstice Ye 
swans, I tell you this truly li®* Expectant of the northern 
• declension I will bold my life ! Since 1 have tbe^ fulhcst con** 
trol over the yielding up of my life,’®’ I •will, tliereforc, 
hold life, expectant of death during the northern declen^ 
sion ! The boon that was granted to me by my illustrious 
sirc,*®^ to the effect that my death would depend on my own 
wish, O, let that boon become true ! 1 will bold •myjife,. since 

I have control in the matter of laying it down !’®* — Having* 
said these words to those swans, ho continued to lie* down on 
his bsd of arrows. 

“ ‘When that crest -of the Euru rac«., viz ; Bhishma of 
great energy, fell do\Yn,^®’ the PandavRs and the Srinjayas 
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uttered leonine shouts. Whei;i the ffrandsire of the Bharatas 

who was endued, with great migh{ wasjover thrown, thy sou, 

O hull of Bharata’s race, knew not what to do.** And all the 
s * 

Kurjus were entirely deprived of their senses."" And the Kurus 
headed b/ Kripa, and Duryodhana, sighed and wept. And 
froih giieflbfae'y remained for a long while deprived of their 
'""'Bhusea"* " And they remedned perfectly still, O monarch, with* 
out setting t^eir hearts on battle. As if seized by thighs, 
they stood^motionless, without proceediqg against the Panda- 
vas."* WUhd Cintanu's son Bbishma of mighty energy, who 
was (regarded as) unslayable, was slain, all of us thought that 
the destruction of the Kuru king was at hand.*^" Vanquished 
by Savyasachin, with our foremost heroes slain, and ourselves 
mangled with sharp arrows, we knew not what to do."* And 
the hermc Pandavas possessed of massive arms that looked 
Ifke spiked maces, having obtained the victory and won a highly 
blessed state in the other world, all blew their great conchs."* 
And the Somakaa and the ^Pinohalas all rejoiced, O king ! 
Then when thousands *of trumpets were blown, the mighty"^ 
Bhimasena slapped his armpits and uttered loud shouts. Wheu 
.the all-powerful soft of Qanga was slain, the heroic warriors 
. of both armies, laying down their weapons, begaq to reflect 
thoughtfully. And some uttered loud shrieks, and some fled 
away, and some were deprived of theii*' Senses."*""* And 
some censuredtthe practices of the Eshatriya order, and sdme 
applauded Bbiiihma. And the Rishia and the Pitris all 
applauded Bhishma of high And the deceased ances- 

^*tors of *the Bharatas also praised Bhishma. Meanwhile the ' 
valiant "and istelligeut Bhishma the sou of Cantanu, having 
recoinrse to that Fo^a which is taugbt in the great Upani^^ 
shads, and engaged iu mental prayers, remained quiet, ex- 
pectant of bis hour.’ 


* The secend* line of 114 in the Bengal text is viciotis. 1 adopt 
the Bombay reading,^ which is KururdjcLtya tarkitai. Literally rendered, 
the eecond line deetrnction of the Kuru king was inferred.** — T. 

t' By bravery on tk6*field of battle, which, according to ,the Hindu 
scriptui’es, is always tbiib j:iwarded.^T. 
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Section CXXI. 

'‘Dhritarishtra said, — 'Alas, what was the state of (mj) 
warriovs, O Sanjaya, when they were deprivc^d of thetnighty^nd 
god- like Bhishma, who had become a Brahnuicharin for tinsT 
sake of his reverend^ sire ? Even then I regarded tbq* Kurus 
and all the others as qlain by the Pandavas wheit Bhishma, 
despising the son of Drupada, struck him not.^"** Wretch that 
I am, alas, I hear today of my sire's slaughter! What can be 
a heavier sorrow than this ?** My heart assuredly, O Sanjaya, 
is made of adamant, since it break eth not into a hundred 
fragments on hearing of Bhishma’s death Tell me, t) thou « 
of excellent vows, what was done by that lion aufong the 
Kurus, viz,, the victory-desiring Bhis&ma wl^n he was slain 
in battle.^ I cannot at all brook it that De^avrata should be 
slain in battle ! Alas, he that v^s not slain by Jamadagni's 
son himself iu days of old by means of*eveu his celestifil weap- 
ons, alas, he hath now been slain by Drupada's son Oikhandin 
the prince of Panchala I — ** » 

* Sanja^^a said, — ‘ Slain in the evening, the Kuril grandsire^ 
Bhishma saddened the Dhartarashtras and delighted the Pan- 
chilas. Falling* dnwn on the earth, he lay^ on his bed of 
arfo w 8 * without, however, touching the eartl^ with his body. 
Indeed, when Bhishma, thrown down from ^ car, fplj upon 
the surface of the earth,’"* c^ies of Oh and Alas^ were heard 
among all creatures^ When that boundary-tre^ of the Kuru^^ 
viz,, the ever- victorious Bhishma, fell dowa^* * feai^ entered 
the hearts, O king, of the Ksh^triyas of both the armies. 
Beholding Bhishma the son of Ckntanu with his standard 
overthrown amd his armour cut open,*® both the Kujus and 
the Panejavas were inspired, O monarch, with sentiments of 

cheerlossness.'f" And the welkin was- enveloped with a gloon», 

* * 

♦^A alight difference of reading occurs betweey tjj^e 3engal and the 
Bombay texts as regards the second line of the 3r4 velipe, — T., 

+ Par^avartanta literally means “were fi?l«i with sentiments the 
of wU.^t usually iu'ipirod them,” they were cheerless.— T, 
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and the Sun himself became ‘dink“ The Earth seemed to 
utter loud shrieks when the son 6f C&ntanu was slain.— This 
one is the foremost of those oonversant with the VedM /— 
Thid onb is the best of those that are conf ersant with the 
Vedas !’*— Sven thus did creatures speak of that bull among 
men^ as he 4ay (on his bed of arrows).— This oiie, formerly, 
''"tMertaining his sire Cantanu to be afflicted by K&ma,’’ this 
bull ampng men, resolved to draw up his vital seed ! — Even 
thus did the Rishia together with the SiMhaa and the Chdra* 
nos said of that foremost one of the Bharatas as he lay on bis 
bed of arrows. (When Cantanu’s son Bhishma, the grandsiro of 
the Bharatas, was* slain, **“*• thy sons, O sire, know not what to 
dp. Their faces wore an expression of grief. The splendour 
• of their countenances seemed to abandon them, O Bharata !** 
All of tbbm stood in shame, hanging down their heads. The 
Pindavas, on th^other hand, having won the victory, stood 
at the head of their ranks.‘^ And they all blew their largo 
conchs decked with gold. And when in consequence of their 
joy thousands of trumpets, O sinless one, were blown there,*® 
we beheld, O monarch, the mighty Bhimasena, the son of 
Kunti, sporting in •great glce,*^ having quickly slain many 
jhostile warriors endued with great strength. And a great 
sw^n overtook all the Kurus.*® And Kama and Dur^'odhana 
repeatedly drc^w long breaths. When th(S Kuril grandsiro 
Bhishma fell 4<^wn, thus,** cries of sorrow* were bchrd W1 
aroun()^.and th^greatest confusion prevailed (among the Kuru 
army). Bchblding Bhishma fallen, •thy son Dus(;hsana,** with 
great speed, cntpreci the division commanded by Drona. That 
hero, clad in mail and at the head of his own troops, had been 
{fiaced by his elder brother (for the protection of Bhishma).*® 
That tiger among men now came, plunging the troops he bad 
commanded into grief. Beholding him coming towards them, 
the Kiirayj\s surrounded** prince Dus^ksana, dcsirouSj O mon- 
^h, of hearing what he had to say. Then Dus^asana of Kuru'a 
race infornted Drona of Bhishma’s slaughter/® Drona t&cn, 
hearing those hidings, suddenly fell down from hia^car. 
Then the valiant som*of BharadwSja, quickly recovering his 
senses®* forbade the J^cu army, O sire, to continue the fight 
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Beholding the Knrus* delisi^* frdm battle, the P^ndaras also, 
through messengers- oD» fleet horses, forbade their* own troops 
to fight. And after the troops of both armies had, aecording 
to their orders, ceased to fight, •’“** the.kiDg§ of both arthies, 
patting off ^heir armouf, all repaired to Bhish];^^*# Desisting 
from the fight, thousands of (other) warriors then,*®.procee^'? 
towards the high-souled Bhishma like the celcstisils towards the 
Lord of all creatures. Approaching Bhishma who was then, 

O bull of Bharata’s rrfee, lying (on his bed of .egrrows),*® the 
Findavas and the Kurus stood there, havij^g oflei^d him * 
thoir salutations. Then Cantanu’s son Bhishma of righteous 
soul addressed the Pandavas and the^Kurus who having rever- 
enced him Mius, stood before him. And he said, — Welcome • 
to you, yc highly blessed ones ! Welcome to'^you, yo»might|f 
car-warriors Gratified am I with your sight, ye that aje 

the equals of the very gods ! — Thus addressing them with his 
head hanging down, he once mone said,*® — My head is hanging 
down greatly. Let a pillow be give« to me ! — Thb kings 
(standing there) then fetched many excellent pillows tJhat were 
very soft and made of very ddicate fabrics^** The grandsirc, 
however, desired them not. That tiger among men •thep said 
unto those kings with a laugh,” — These, ye kings, do not* be- 
come a hero's bcc^— Beholding then J^hat foremost of ipen, that 
mightiest of car- warriors in all the worlds, the mighty- 
armed Dhananja 3 ’a the son of Pandii, he said,-^ Dhanagjays,* 
O thou of mighty arms, my Jicad hangeth down, O ^ire ! Give 
^me a pillow, such as thou rogardest to be fit*!—’ ''**~*^ . 

Section Cx5[II. 

“Sanja^^a said,— ‘Stringing then his large bow and rewren- 
tially saluting the grandsire, Arjuna, with e^es filjed Twith 
tears, said these words : — O foremost one amopg the Kurus, * 

0 thqp that art the first among all wielders of weapSns, com- 
mand«me, O invincible one, for I am thy slSvg What shall 

1 do, O grandsire I* — Unto him Cantanu’s^tn said, — My head, 

O sire, hangeth down ! O foremost one* among the Kurus, 
OPbilguna, get me a pillow I* Indeed, give me ope >YUhoU6 

C 57 1 
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•delay, O beao, that would becomej my bed ! Thou, O Pixtha, 
art competeot, thou art the foremost of all'wiel^ers t>f bows'?*' 
TThou att conversant with the duties of Eshatriyas, and thou 
art endued, with inteltigeucc and goodness! — Then Phftlguoa, 
Baying — S^Jbe if— desired to do Bhishma*s biddiug.^ Taking 
'^ttf»Odndiva and a number of straight shafts, and inspiring 
them i^ith 'ihantras, and obtaining the permission of that 
illustrious and mighty car-warrior of Bharata s race,* Arjuna 
then, with three keen shafts endued with great force, supported 
’Bhishiaas he2}id. Then that chief of the Bharatas, viz., 
Bhi^hma of virtuous soul, conversant with the truths of reli- 
gion, seeing that Arjutva, having divined his thought, had 
achieved that feat, became highly gratified: And after that 
pillow bad thus been given to him, he applauded Dhananjaya.'^"* 
And casting h*^ e3’e3*upoa all the Bharatas there, he ad- 
dressed Kunti’s, sou Arjuna, that foremost of all warriors, 
that enhancer of the joys of'his friends,* and said, — Thou hast 
given ^e, O son of Paudu, a pillo\v that becoraeth m3' bed ! 
If thou*^hadst acted otherwise. I would have cursed thee, from 
, wrath !‘® Even thus, O might3’-armcd one, should a Kshatriya, 
. observant of his duties, sleep on the field of battle on his bed of 
arrows !'* — Having addressed Yibbatsu thus, he th6n said unto 
aU those kings and princes that were .piKsent there, these 
words:'* — Bel\pld ye the pillow that the sou of Pandu bath 
‘ givei^ jne ! Infill sleep on this bed till the Sun turneth to the 
■northern solstice !*• Those kii^s^^hat will then come to me 
will behold (3deld up my life) ! When the Sun on bis car 
of, gredt speed and unto which are yoked seven steeds, will 
^ proceed towards the direeVion occupied by Vai9ravana, veril}', 
oven then, will I yield up my life like a dear friend dismissing 
a dear friend !'**'• Let a ditch be dug here around my 
quarter^ 3'ei kings ! Thus pierced wdth hundreds of arrows 
‘ will I pay my adorations to the Sun ! As regards 3’ourselves, 
aboadontng" enmity, cease 3'e from the fight, yo kings 7’** 

*‘Sanja3'a^ cpiftinued, — ‘Then there came unto hire some 
surgeons well trailed (in their science) and skilled in plucking 
out arrows, with all becoming appliances (of their profession).'^ 
B.ebolding thfci», the son of Gangi said unto thy son,—. Let 
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tBese physicians, after .proper* respect being paid to them, be 
dismissed with presents of wealth*** Brought to such 
plight, «wbat ttfied have I now of ‘physicia ns ? I have v«roii 
most laudable and the highest state ordained in KshaXriya 
observances !** Ye kings, lyiijg as I do on a bed of arrows, 
it is not proper for me to submit now to the treatment of 
physicians. With these arrows on my body, ye jrulers of men, 
should 1 be burnt,!** — Hearing these wo rds of bis,**thy Bon> 
Duryodhana dismissed* those physicians, having honored them* 
as they deserved.** Then those kings of diverse realms, be-^ 
holding that constancy in virtue displayed \>y Bhishmp ot 
immeasurable energy, were filled with wonder.** Having given- 
a pillow to thy sire thus, those rulers of men, those •mighty 
car-warriors, viz,, the Pandavas and the Kaufavas, ujjpted to- 
gether,** once more approached the high -souled Bhishma lying, 
on that excellent bed of his. Reverentially safhting that high* 
souled one and circumambulating him thrice,** and stationing 
guards all around for his protection, th^se heroes, with bodies 
drenched in blood, repaired for rest towards their own tents 
in the evening, their heaits plunged into grief and thinking, 
of what they had seen. , * 

“ ‘Then at the proper time, the mighty Madhava, approach- * 
ing the Pandavas, those mighty car- warriors cheerfulljr seated 
together and fillea with joy at the fall of Bhisfima, said unto 
Dharma^s son Yudhishthira these words:**"*^ — ^Sy good luck* 
victory hath been thine, O thou of Kuru's*^ice^! J^y* good 
luck hath Bhishma been throwif, he, that is,* who is unslayablc 
by men, that mighty car- warrior of aim incajable of being* 
baffled 1** Or, perhaps, as ’destiny yould have it, that warrior* 
who was master of every weapon, having obtained thee for 
a foe that canst slay with thy eyes alone, hath been consumed 
by thy wrathful eye 1*® — Thus addressed by Krishna, king* Yu- 
dhishthira the just replied unto Janarddana, sa5?ing, -^Through 
Thy grace is Victory, through Thy wrath is D*ef€»it i*® Thou 
dispcllor of the fears o£.«tho.se that are devoited thee, Thou 
art our refuge ! It is not wonderful that^tffe})* should have 
victory wkom Thou always protectest in«battle, and in whose 
welfare Thou art always engaged, O Kejava ! Having ^ot 
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liiee for our refuge, 1 do not r«gatd dnytbuig aa wonderful 
Thus addressed b3' him, tTan&rddana answered with a snnle,-^ 
O iK;st qf kings, these words can come from thee'alone !— ‘ ”** 


Section C^XXIII. 

“Sanjaya skid,— After the night had passed away, O mon- 
arch, all the kings, the Pandavas and the Dh&rtar&shtras, 
repaired to t^e grandsire/ Those Kshatriyas then saluted that 
« bull of Iheir or(^er, that foremost one among the Kurus, that 
bero dying on a hero’s bed, and stood in his presence.* Maid* 
eus by thousands, having repaired to that place, gently show- 
«cred over Cantanu’s son powdered sandal wood and fried 
paddy, acd garlahds of flowers.* And women and old men and 
olpldren, and ordinary • spectators, all approached Ciutanu’s 
Bon like creaUires of the world desirous of beholding tho 
Sun.^* And trumpets by hi^ndreds and thousands, and ac- 
tors, an^ mimes, and skilled mechanics also came to the aged 
Kuru gr^ndsirc.*t ceasing to fight, putting aside their 

coats of mail, and^ U} ing aside their weapons, the Kurus and 
the Pandavas, united tos^cther,* came to the invincible Deva- 
Vrata, that chastiser of foes. And they were assembled to- 
ge'ther as^in days of old, and cheerfully addr^sed one another 
according to their respective ages.’ And that conclave full of 
iBharata kings W hundreds and adorned with Bhishma, looked 
beautiful ai^d blazing like a conc]ave of the gods in heaven.* 

^ And thai; conclave of kings engaged in honoring the son of, 
Gangi ‘lookM^as beautiful as a concl&ve of the celestials 
Vmg'aged in adoring their IiDrd, viz., the Grandsire (Brahman).^ 
Bhishma, however, O bull of Bharatas race, suppressing 
his agonies with fortitude though burning with the arrows 
(still *Jiicking t^ his body), was sighing like a snake.'® His 
‘body "burning Wfth those arrows, and himself nearly deprived 

• «« j 

* JJhutdnivf^^ t<imi^iuda?n; Nilakantba th'iiks that bhutctni^ lu this 
u>tiiu;;cticfn, niaS Snean Oa7nlharvas and others who are believed to 

i * 

approach the Sun every i?ay as he rises in the eastern hills, — fT. 

t The first line is reiid with a slight yariatiou ia the Bengal texts. — 
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of bis senses m . coiiset)\icftie6»of«b!8 weapon* wounds, Bbishma 
oast bis eyes on those kings ind asked for Then those 

KsbatiC^yas, 0 • king, brought *tbither excellent viands ^nd' 
several ves^Is of 'cold water.** Bebolding tha*t water’ brought 
f6r him, Cantanu’s son said, — ^ I cannot, O ^re, now use any 
article of hifman enjoyment !** I am removed from the^pale 
of humanity. I am lying on a bed of ar rows. , I am stapng 
bete, expecting only the return of the Moon and the Sun !**— r 
Having spoken these jvc^’ds and the reby rebuked those kings, 
O Bharata, he said, — I wish to see Arjuna !*• — ^Thepighty*- 
armed Arjuna then came there, and reverentillly saluting the 
grandsire, stood with joined Lands, and said, — What shall I* 
db ?*• — Beholding then that son ofPandu, O nionareh, tbuft 
standing before him after having o ffered him respectfu^ saluta- 
tions, Bhishma of righteous soul cheer/ully addressed Dhanan- 
jaya, saying,*^ — Covered all over with thy shafts, my body is 
burning greatly ! All the vital par ts of my l^y are in agony, 
My mouth is dry.** Staying as I am with body afflic^d with 
agony, give me water, O Arjuna I Thou art a great bowman ! 
Thou art capable of giving me water * duly !** — The valiant 
Arjuna then saying , — So he it , — mounted on his, car, and* 
stringing Odndiva with force, began to stretch it.*® Hear- * 
ing the twang of his bow and the slap of bis palms which resem 
Wed the roar of ftu? thunder, the troops and th8 kings were all 
inspired* with fear.** Then that foremost of car-\^rrior8, mount-* 
ed on his car, circumambulated that prostrsC^ chief *df the 
Bharatas, that foremost of a\l wieldexs of vweapon^^• Aiming^ 
*thea a blazing arro^is^ after having inspired itVkh TQ^antras* 
and identified it with the Farjanya^ weapon, in the very si^ht^ 
of the entire army, the son of Pandu,** viz,, Partha, pierced 
the E^rth a little to the south of where Bhishma lay. Then 
there aroso a jet of water that was pure, and auspicious, B.nd 
cool, and that, resembling the nectar itself, w a o f jT ceRstial* 
scent and taste. And with that cool jet of wat^r Partha grati- 
fied** •Bhishma, that J)jjil among the Kurus,, oX godlike deeds* 
and prowess. A ud at that feat of Partha who resembled Cakra 
Wimself in, his acts,** all those rulers of garth were filled with 
great wonder, And beholding that feat of Vibhatsu implying 
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superhuman preweas^*’ the Kurua^trdmbkd. like kine afl9ictfe<l^ 
with cold. A^d f\t>m wonder all the kings there present waved 
thei^ garments (in the air)/* And loud was the blare of Qondia 
and the beat of drums that were then heard alK over tba 
field. And'Gkntahu 8 son, Kts thirst quenched, then* addressed 
Vibhatsu, () ‘monarch, and said,** applauding him* highly in 
the'^presenco of all those kings, (these words, viz ,^) — O thou 
of mighty arms, this is not wonderful in thw, O son of KuruV 
race I** O ' thou of immeasurable effulgence, even Narada 
qpoke of. thek as an * ancient Rishi ! Indeed, with Vasudcva 
as thy afly, thou wilt achieve many mighty feats** which the 
chiefs of the celestials himself with all the gods, of a cer* 
tointy, will not venture ter achieve 1 They that have know*^ 

* ledge of such things know thee to be the destroyer of the whole 
Kshatriya race !*** Thpu art the one bowman among the 
bdwmen of the world ! Thou art the foremost among meu. 
As human beings are, in this world, the foremost of all 
creature^, as Garuda is^the foremost of all winged creatures 
as the Oqean is the foremost among all receptacles of water and 
the cow among all quadrupeds as the Sun is the foremost 
among all luminousf bodies and Himavata among all mountains ^ 
*08 t^eT Brahraana is the foremost among all castes, ^o art thou 
th|; foremost of all bowmen 1** Dhritaroshtra a son (Duryodbna) 
listened dot to the words repeatedly spoken*by me and Vidura 
and Drona and Rama and Janarddana and also by Sanjaya/* 
Heft his s^ses, like unto an idiot, Duryodbana placed no 
reliance on^those qtterances. Pasl all instruction, he will ccr* 
•^Cainly have^^to iie down for ever, overwhelmed by the might of 
Bbkna !*• — Hedring these ^ords of liis, the Kuru king Duryo-, 
dbana becamp of cheerless heart Eyeing him, Cantanu's 
son said, — Listen, O king ! Abandon thy wrath Thou hast 
seeo,^0 Duryodbana, bow the intelligent Partha created that 
Jet of cObI ®’^d'«iectar- seen ted water I** There is none else in 
this world" capable of achieving such a feat. The weapons 
appertaining jbo.A^ni, Varuna, Soma, Vayu^ and Vishntt,** as 

** lo tbe 2ud line df ‘32 some of the Bengal texts read dhanwinam 

incorrectly for — T. ^ 
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those appertaioipg Co iodra, Pa^upati, and Paraihefithi, 

and those of Prajapati» Dha&i, Tashtri, S&vitp, an)i Yivaswat,^ 

all these are tnown to Dhananjaya alone in this world of ^n I 

Krishba, 8on*of Devaki, also ^oweth them. Bnt there is 

none else here that knoweth them^^ This so"^ of PlRidu, O sire, 

is incapable of being defeated in battle by even Che. gods and 

thQ A^urab together. The feats of this high-^uied one^ are 

superhuman.** With that truthful hero, , that ^nAment of 

battle, that warrior accomplished in fight, let peace, O king, 

be soon made !** As long as the mighfy-armeS K^shna is * 

not possessed by wrath, O chief of the Kurus, *it is fitf C) sire, 

that peace should be made with the heroic Farthas !** As 

long as this remnant of thy brothers is not slain, lat peadb,^ 

O monarch, be made !** As long as Yudhiskthira, '^th eyes 

burning in wrath, doth not consume thy troops in battle, 

let peace, O sire, be made !*• As long •as Nakula, and 

Sahadeva, and Bhimasena the sop of Fandu, Qo not, O monarch, 

exterminate thy army,*^ it seems to mp that friendly^prelations 

should be restored between th ee and the heroic Panda vas ! 

Let this battle end with »y death, O sire ! Make peace 

with the Fandavas 1** Let these words tliat arc uttered tt> 

thee by me be acceptable to thee, O sinless one ! Even this iS 

what 1 regard to^be beneficial both for th 3 'self and^ the ^l%ice 

(itself ^of Kuru ) !** Abandoning thy wratii, let peace be 

made with the Farthas. What Fhalguna hat& already .doi$ 

is sufficient. Let' friendly relations be re^or^d with the 

death of Bbishma ! Let this ^remnant (of warriors) l^ve ! Re- 
* • jf •* 

lent, O king !*® Let half the kingdom b% givens to the 

FAndavas. Let king Yudtiishthira^he just go to ludraprastha. 

.O chief of the Kurus, do not achieve a sinful notoriety among 

the kings of the earth by incurring the reproach of meanness, 

and becoming a fomentor of intestine dimensions Let 

peace come to all with my death ! Let these ruitwT of earth, 

cheerfully mix with one another ! Let sire back the 

son. Jet sister’s son gelf back the maternal* wnde !•* If from 

want of understanding and possessed bjt ^olfy *thou *dost not 

' hearken to these timely words of mine, thou wilt have to repent 

greatly I What I say is true, Therefore, desist even now 
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Havirtg, from affeoiioD', said thess iA>rds, .tiatp Bnvjsdtduia -ia 
tbe midst 4^ thf kings, the sonW th{> Op^rgoing (Osn^ 
beo^me^sUent. Though his viftl limbs ^^ere bunfing with the 
arroy-wouuds, yet, prevaU^g over bis agbxkies,^e applied 
himself to poga,* ^ * 

‘‘Sanja^a continued,— **Having heard these beneficial and 
peaceful w<nxl^ fraught with both virtue and profit, thy json, 
howeverj accepted them not, like a dying man refusing 
medicine.’ 

I 


Section CXXIV. 

• "Sa^jaya said, — *Aftei:' C&ntanu s son Bhishma, O monarch, 
bad become silent, all those rulers of earth, there present, 
then returned to their respective quarters.^ Hearing of 
Bhishuia’s slauglVter, that bull among men, viz,, Ridba's son 
(Kama), partiaHy inspired ^with fear, quickly came thcre;^ 
He beheld that illutriqus hero lying on his bed of arrows like 
the lord 'Kartikcya himself lying (after birth) on his bed of 
reeds.** Then Vrisha (Kama) endued with great glory, with 
Voice choked in tears, approaching that hero lying w'ith eyes 
closed, fell at his fect.^ And he said, — O chief of 'the Kurus, 
I am Ri^hk 8 son, who, while before thy 63^09, was everywhere 
looked at by thee with hate !* — Hearing these words, the aged 
Tchief^of the I^rus, viz,, the son of Ganga, whose eyes were 
covered with a film, slowly raising his ej^elids, and causing 
,^^tbe guards^ to be removed, and seeing the place deserted by, 
all,^ embrace'd *Karna with one arm, like*a sire embracing his 
*iloD, and said these words 1 /ith great aHection:**^ — Come, come ! 
‘Thou art an deponent of mine who always chaliengest com- 
parison with me ! If thou hadst not come to me, without 
doulifc, it^woultf not have been well with thee !* Thou art 

<■ ' ‘ * 

f* 

* K&rtikey^a or Skanda, the celestial genejalissipio, believed to be the 
Bon-of Agni tliqiigh represented some Ptcra7ias ab the son of C?&rvati 
or Dma by Civa, was h^rn in a forest of reeds. The child, a hero from 
the moment of birth, of^^igantic proportions, was discovered lying on 
straight reeds or foros ; hence he is called Caraj^uman , — % 
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Kuati ’8 8011, nob^dl^’sP Nor Js Adhifatha thy fathe/l O 
thoa of mighty arn^s, \ heard all this about tbee from) Nirada^* 
as also from 'Erishna-Dwaipayana ! Without doubts 
is truer! j^tell tfiee truly, O 8 on,^hat I bearlthee no malice !^^ 
It was only for abating thy energy that I ^sed. tb say suefr 
harsh words^to thee ! O thou of excellent vows, without any 
reason thou speakest ill of all the PAndavas SSi^ully dTdst 
thou come into the yrorld. It is for this that thy heArt hath 
been such ! Through pride, and owing also to thy companionship 
with the low, thy heart hateth even persofts of merit It is < 
for this that I spoke such harsh words about thbe in t^ Euru 
camp ! I know thy prowess in battle, which can with difficulty 
be borne on earth by foes !*• I know also thy regard fot 
Brahmanas, thy courage, and thy great attaohment ^ alms* 
giving ! O thou that resemblest a Vjery god, amongst mea 
there is none like thee From fear of inteetine* dissensiona* 

I always spoke harsh words about thee. In* bowmanship, in 
aiming weapons, in lightness of han^, and in str^gth o£ 
weapons,** thou art equal to PhAlguna himself, or high- 
souled Krishna 1 O Kama, proceeding to the city of EA9i, 
alone, with thy bow, tbou^* hadst crushed'the kings^in battle* 
for procuring a bride for the Kuru king ! The mighty* And * 
invincible king Jarasandha also,** ever boastful of his prowena 
in battle, could not become thy match in fight! ^hou arfi** 
devoted lo Brahmanas ; thou always fightest fairly ! In energy* 
and strength,** thou art equal to a child of tUC celestiaA and 
certainly much superior to men. The wrath f cherished 
^against thee is gone.i® De stiny is incapable of^befcg avoideeP^ 
by^ exertion. O slayer o^foes, the heroic sons of Pandu^rsb 
th^r uterine brothers !*® If thou wisnest to do wfeat is agrees • 
able to me, unite with them, O thou of mighty arms ! O son 
of Surya, let these hostilities end with me ! Let all thelkings 
of Earth be today freed from danger ^ 

“ ‘Kama said, — I know this, O thou of migBty* arms 1 All 
this, Without doubt)-\AJ^ thou sayest) ! As^tboui tellest me, 

0 Bhishma, I am Kunti's son, and not the -scfti^of a iSutaJ** 

1 was, hoviiever, abandoned by Kunti, anj I have been reared 
by a Suta. Having long) enjoyed the wealth of Buiyodhapa^ 

^ [ 58 ] 
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Arsftly rw^v^i l<H;;the sake of the^ Paa<|av^ I aiso^ O thou, 
khak^ IteakcNit profuse preseots'^to Brihmanas^ 'km prepared 
to catt away my Wssessions^ psy, xny body itself, nl^ chtldreu, 
and my wifS; fo^ IVuryodhana’s poke !*f* Death from disease, 
O t{iou of Kuru’s race, doth not becotxie a Ksliatriya !*^* 
Betj ing \xip3ki ^ayodhana, I have alwa 3 ^s offended the Panda vas I 
This affadr is destined to take its course. Jt is incapable of 
feeing prevented.** Who was there that would venture to over- 
eome j^estiny by bxcrtion ? Various omens indicating the 
destraeiion of ^ho Earth, O grandsire were noticed by thee 
and declared in the assembly. It is well known to me that 
f&\s sor^ of Pindu, and Vasudeva,** are incapable of being 
conquei;gd by ot^ier men. Even with them we venture to 
fight! I will vanquish. the son of Paudu in battle! Even 
ifiis is my firm rSsolve !*• I am not capable, again, of casting 
off this fierce anifhosity (that Jf cherish against the Pandavas) ! 
With afi^heerful heart, ^ and keeping the duties of my order 
before my eye, I will contend against Dhananjaya.** Firmly 
xesolved that I am on battle, grant me thy permission, O hero T 
T will fight ! Even this is my wish.*^ It behoveth thee to 
'forgive me also sny harsh words that I may have at any time 
uttered gainst thee or any act that I may have done against 
ihee from angeV or inconsiderateness ! — ** ^ 

“ "Bhiahma^said, — If, indeed, thou art unable to cast off 
this ff^ce aniiStesity, I permit thee, O Kama I Fight, moved 
fey the desire of heaven I** Without anger, and without vindic- 
^^venesa, s^iwe'*' thou the king, accordingt to thy power and^ 
^|Oct>rding to thy courage a^d observant of the conduct of the 
.righteous!** ^Have then ray permission, O Kama! Obtain 
' thou that which thou seekest ! Tarough Dhananjaya thou wilt 
obtain all those regions (hereafter) which are cabable of being 
,had By the duties of a Kshatriya :** Freed from 

pride, and relying on thy (own) might and energy, engage in 

; ; — ^ ^ 4 

* by fajsifyipg the expectations of Dur3^odhana.-^T. 

i The form of the 4^rtion, in the original, is that “I ^ave alrexcly 
^ant thfsc away for Duvyodhana’i sake r — X. 


TAraA¥4«»iii|: ^afflMici.Erjb 4$9: 

battle, MOM a S 4 ha(^iya*oa«nat have'a (Boiiroe:af)^ '^;^tei> ' 
hapfUQ^s tbaa a r^Jitepus blttl^.*** For a I^g , 

great efforts fof briagiog about p'aaoe ! But I euooeeded 
£auraa,*ia tas^ ! Truly do I 8^ this unto'thee I — 

"Skuijaya continued, — ‘Afijey the sou of^%qgC had said 
this, Biidha’I son (Kama), having saluted Bhisbma and obtain' - 
ed his forgiveness, got up on his car and proc^e^d towaids 
(the quarters of ) thy son.’ ”f** 

a 

FINIS BHISHMA PAlCVA., 


* It seems that a Dharmya‘yuddha a righteous battle) vas not ^ 
battle happening on a meritorious occasion or induced by i^ust and 
righteous cause, such as the defencg of a nation’s liberty agafnst unjust 
invasion or oppression^ &.c,&.c, for, in that case,^the great^ battle b^ 

tween the KauravaaTand the Paiidavas would be a Dharmya-yuddTtckouVf 

• ^ 

as regarded the P&^davas and not as regarded the Kauravas, for the 
forrger fo^^ght for their just inheritance, while the latter, from the sinful 
motive of unjustly retaining what they had originally^qttired by frau<L» 
And yet this very battle has been frequently spoken of |8 a dJfarmya* 
•yuddha even as regards the Kauravas. It seems, yie^ort, that ^ 
battle, in order to be righteous^ depended only on the rnianner *m vr^ich 
it wSffought and not on the justice or^iujustice of the reasons thaf 


induced it. — T. ^ ». 

f The first line of the last verse is read variously, ,I adopt tlfe Ben- 
gal reading *— T. 








